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P R EB E AC N 
By 1 TRANSLATOR, 


8 THERE have been two authentic editions 
of the following work, in the German language 
The firſt, printed at Vienna ; the ſecond, at Berlin 
Tach of theſe have been mutilated, in certain places, by 
the cenſor, as it may be preſumed, of each city; fuch 
being the practice, in moſt of the Eurofieen fates, with 
works much leſs free than the Life of Baron Trench, 
In general, however, they agree; and the miracle is 
that a book, fo boldly written, fhauld have been licenſed, 
No ftronger proof can be urged of its authenticaty, 

The tranflation was begun. from the edition of Berlin, 
and was confiderably advanced, in the firſt volume, 
when the tranflator learned there were two editions, and 


procured that of Vienna. Previous to this, he had 


read an abſtract of a tranflation in French, where, ſev- 
eral paſſages, omitted in the edition of Berlin, were in- 
ferted : Aud, finding they connected the narrative, theſe 

he incorporated, but included ſuch paſſages between com- 
mas, intending to inform his readers of their ſuppoſed 
doubtful authority . He has ſince found that thas Ab- 


Aral of the Life of Baron Trench, un French, was made. 


from the edition of Vienna conſequently, that the few 
paſſages in the following tranſlation, between inverted 
cammnas, ane not of doubtful authority. = The 
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By 181 TRANSLATOR. 
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5 THERE have been two authentic editions 
f the following work, in the German language 
The firft, printed at Vienna ; the ſecond, at Late 


Each of theſe have been mutilated, in certain places, I 


the cenſor, as it may be preſumed, of each city ; ſuch 
being the practice, in moſt of the Europieen ftates, with 
works much leſs free than the Life of Baron Trench, 
In general, however, they agree ; and the miracle ts 
that a book, fo boldly written, fhould have teen licenſed, 
No fironger prof can be urged of its authenticaty. 
Ine tranſlation was hegun. from the edition of Berlin, 
end was confidgrably advanced, in the firſt' volume, 
when the tranſlator learned there were two editions, and 
procured that of Vienna. Previous to this, he had 
read an abſtract of a tranſlation in French, where, ſev- 
| trad paſſages, omitted in the edition of Berlin, were in- 
 ferted : Aud, finding they connected the narrative, theſe 
| he incorporated, but included ſuch paſſages between com- 
mas, intending to-inform bis readers of their fuppuſed 
goubtful- authority e He has ſince found that thas db- 
Arad of the Life of Baron Tranck, in French, was made 
from the edition of Vienna ; confequently, that the few 
paſſages in the following tranſlation, between inverted 
—_ MM". -. 
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4: PREFACE. 


- The Life 2 of Baron Trenck is, in point of compoſition, 
*> work 0 'fo extraordinary a nature, that greater liberties 
1uſt be taken, of omitting and compreſtng paſſages in 
the tranſlation of this, than. would, perhaps, be found 
dere! in any other: work, fo well worthy of tranſta- 
tion. The author's haſte, his daring ſpirit, his lively 
imagination, and his ſenſibility of heart, were qualities. 
Jo ill adapted to the cool and clear explanation of affairs. 
fo intricate, ſo oppreſſive, and which ſo evidently preyed 
pon his mind as thoſe of his Vienna law-ſuits, in the | 
military court of Krieg frath, that his repetitions, com- 
plaints, remonſtrances, appeals to the heart, ep | 
| againſt injuſtice, and the deſponding conj{ eee 
found in his own honour i honefty, are. yg ing. 
Surely, However, they are not unmoumg :* 
often beautiful, often ſublime 7 and, therefore, em NS 
been retained, Sometimes they are omitted or contracted. 
Ile preface and dedication in the firft volume are not 
"inferied, becaufe they conſiſt only of the ſame thoughts, 
conveyed in nearly the fame words, whach are = muck 
«welt upon in the work. | 
The dedication has the ele of being) 44. 
dreſſed to the Ghoſt of Frederic, late Ring of Pruffia, 
but contains nothing elſe of novelty. Some paſſages are 
Suppreſſed, the omiſſton of which, when read in the orig- 
inal; will need no apology. The Baron had lived in the 
corrupt fehooFof Frederic the Great, and had acquired 
range ideas, on certain ſubjects, there: dignified 3, the he. 
epithet philoſophy 3 e he preferved the manly 
, ſenſe, even in that court, to abhor its Ganymedes, and 
thereby* to: incur denunciation of wenge Joon the 
Monarch. | 
The man of feeding, and the friend of freedom wilt 
wo this work with ſenfations perhaps too 11 
will remain an eternal monument of the readf ub, the 
deteſtabee, the diabokical Heels of _defp fol. N 


| '* See Vol. II. page 66, of the edition prineds at ; 
Vienna, and Vol. II. Page 56, of that of Berlin. 


P 


PREFACE. 5 


* The tnſtorian will acquire fri it eential informa- 
tion concerning the characters of perſons, courts, and 
kingdoms, hughty uluftratzoe of the annals of. the pre 
ent century. 
Ne philoſopher will meditate on the Manners of | the 
peo ple of Germany 3 wall wonder, By heile reading, to rec- 
2 that there, as in ſlates more t rqued, fuch * 


bers ſhould remain jo, almoſt miracu 25 ignorant, fu 


perftitious, and credulous, while knovwled and fc 22 
appear to be ſo far advanced ; will figh, 2 be fo 22 | 


 edly told of military courts, and Judges condemned to 


fweep the ſtreets, after e fecting the 25 of thouſands ; 


will inceſſantly reflect, with amazement, at the ſtrange 


Jargon and e er fill are fo univerſal over 


tie globe, as he reads the words hing, liberty, uafſat, 


military ſentence, property, juſt claim, aud an . 


ef other heterogeneous and incompatible phraſes: 
- —_— will he exclaim-— How many ages yet, aria v1 


muſt thou exit, ere thy ſons ſhall indeed 25 wiſdom i 
"The bool ic, what it jhould, be, the perfect reſemblance 
of its author ; an original, bold, and nterefting piftuxe. 


© frag} rey defetts, but they are od oemmnn in the 


une of 4 its ee and erte blaucſei. 
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| Vader the ſtaple was a ſeat of brick on Sha ob. 
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i os THE zl AEPRE- 
SENTINC THE: BARON, LOADED WITH, 
EETTERS IN PRISON. | 


Round the neck was a collar of iron of a hand's. 
breadth; to the ring of which the chains and 
their whole weight were pendent, The chains 
he was obliged to ſuſtain with one hand day and 

mids or he would have been in FIT of n | 
ſtrangled. 


Above the elbows UP two irons, to whih a chain : 
was fixed, behind his back, that paſſed up to the. 
 neck-collar; | Theſe, however, were removed a, 
month after they. WEIS. Alt. N 09s when the. 
Baron fell ill. | 


: A broad iron rim was voted: round: kis bady, 3 


Was another chain. 


tween which and the 1 50 185 his hands 


- cuffs, fo that he coul 
lingers in contact. 


The chains were all fixed to a thick ; iron ante i in, % 
the, Wall. | 
ye row of chains N to the right foe; 1 
ge the whole weight, the: er e wege 
- ating as a lever, was enormouußns. 


only TY the end of . 555 


„ 


v7 


oſite fide a water-jug. Beneath the feet of the 
. was his tomb-ſtone; with "the- "Dame 
Fuer NCK carved, and a x death-head. © 1% 3 
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2er 1 WAS horn at Konigſberg in Pruſſia, Feb 
yuary 16; 1726, Gf on&/of the. moſt ancient fami- 
lies of the country. My father, a knight of the. 
military order, lord of Great Scharhack, Schakulack, 
and Meicken, and e e of cavalry, died in- 
1740, after having received eighteen wounds in the- 
Pruffian ſervice. My mother, defcended from the 
houſe of Derſchau, was daughter of the prefident of 
the high court at Konigſberg: She had two brothers, 
generals of infantry, and a third, miniſter of ſtate, 
and poſtmaſter- general at Berlin. After my father's 
death in 1740, ſhe married. Count Loſtange, lieuten- 
ant-colonel in the Kiow regiment of cuiraſſiers, with- 
whom, leaving Pruſſia, ſue went and reſided at Breſ- 
law. I had two brothers and a ſiſter; my youngeſt 
brother was taken, by my mother, into Sileſia; the 
other was, alſo, a cornet in this laſt- named regiment 
of Kiow ; and my ſiſter was married to the only ſon 
of the aged General Valdow, who quitted the ſervice, : _- 
and with whom ſhe lived, in Brandenburg, on his, 
eftates.. . | | FE A io 1 


8 Tm 17 n 6 


My anceſtors, both of the male and female line, are 
famous in the chronicles of the North, among the 
ancient Teutonic knights, who conquered Courland, 
Pruſſia, and Livonia. 

I ſeek not, by this recital, to gain eſtimation, 
much leſs to vaunt of the accident of noble birth, 
which, when unſupported by a noble mind, I hold in 

ſovereign contempt. 

My reaſon for inſiſting da this cirevtiflance i is, 
that it has been cat and denied by fome, who 
deem high birth to be the only teſt and yank of 
merit. 

I write not, however, to a circle ſo narrow or tt. 
judging, byt to the liberal, and the Wife; to the 
world at large; hoping my ſtory may afford uſeful 
leſſons of morality, inſpiring patience, hope, and 
fortitude. Enough, therefore, of, and for ever adieu to, 
my noble anceſtry; what I have ſaid is ſufficient to 
reſcue my children from all pretended obloquy ; ; to 
14 . they are not vaſſals born; and, as I truſt, to 

e emulation, rememberi ther name is Trenck, 
| Bo examples left. toy hes Nene. 

; rament I was choleric, and Addicted to 
; ET and. diſſipat ion, which laſt defeſt tutom 

d moſt difficult to overcome: Happily, they 
_ wereaided by æ love of: knowledge be in me, an 
emulative 7 fo and a thirſt of fame, which difpoſi- 
tion it was my father's care to cheriſh, A 100 great 
ere of innate worth gave me à too great 
degree of pride, but the endgavaurs of: my inftrufar 

to inſpire humility were not all leſt ; Abd habituat 
: , well-timed praiſe, and-the pleaſures flowing 
| from ſcience, made t de labours: of ſtudy at length my 
recreation. 15 
My memory became: remarkalile : ; Lwas well read in 
the holy ſcriptures, the elaſſics, and ancient hiſtory.z. 
was intimately acquainted With geography ; ; colild 
draw accurately, 5 leans Jencig, ri e 
er ee . | 
1. 
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BARON TRENCK & 9 


My religion was Lutheran ;. but morality, and not 

ſuperſtitious bigotry, or childiſn fears, was taught 
me by my father, and by the worthy man to whoſe 
care he committed the forming of my heart, and whoſe 
memory 1 ſhall. ever hold in veneration, While a 
boy, I was enterpriſing in all the tricks of boys, and 
exerciſed my wit in crafty excuſes : The warmth of 
my paſſions, then and afterwards, gave a ſatyric biting 
caſt. to my writings, whence it has been imagined, by 
thoſe who knew Put little of me, I was a dangerous 
man; though, lam. conſcious, this was a haſty and 

falſe judgment. V 2 


A ſoldier himſelf, my father would have all his 


ſons the ſame: Thus, when we quarrelled, we were 
not admitted to terminate our diſputes, in the common 
way, but were provided with wooden ſabres, fheathed 
with leather, and brandiſhing theſe, conteſted, by 
blows, for victory, while our father ſat laughing, 
pleaſed at our valour and addreſs: But this, and the 
praiſes he beſtowed, had the bad effeft of encourag- 


Tk ing a diſpoſition, which, with paſſions like mine, 


ought carefully to have been eounteracte. 

Covetous of praiſe, and accuſtomed to receive the 
prize, and be the hero of ſcholaſtic contentions, I 
acquired alſo the bad habit of diſputation, and of im- 


| agining myſelf a fage when little more than a boy. 


I became ſtubborn in argument; haſty to correct, in- 
ſtead of patiently liſtening; and, by my prefumption, 
continually liable to incite enm iy. 

: Gentle to my inferiors, but jealous of contradic- 
tion, and the pride of power, I may hence date the 
origin of all my evils. The abhorrence, too, I had of 


. z 


| arbitrary power, and its abufe for the ſilent acquieſ- 


cence in which my education, and book-taught 


principles but ill fitted me, were additional cauſes. 
How might a man, however great his talents, im- 
bued with the - heroic principles of liberty, hope ad- 
vancement and happineſs, under the deſpotic and 
iron government of Frederick ?. I was taught neither 
„, © TO Re RNG ING 
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| ſeverity too cruel, even for. the mo 


is faction, that I am conſcious of never having acted 
with guilt or diſhanour,even to the laſt alt of this dif- | 
treſsful tragedy. 


quarrel with one vaung 
thereupon, N e my e e thought *Praper - 


to give me a blow 


0 — 15 "THE LIFE E off 


to know, nor to avoid, but to deſpiſe the whip! of 


flavery. Had I learnt hypocriſy, craft, and mean- 
neſs, I had long ſince been field marſhal „and in quiet 
paſſe ſſion of my vaſt Hungarian eſtates, and had not 
paſſed the beſt years of my life in the dungeons of 

deburg. I was addicted to no vice; I laboured 
in t . ſcience, honour, and virtue; kept no 
vicious compary; was never, during the whole courſe 
of my life, once intoxicated; was no gameſter, na 
conſumer of time in idleneſs nor brutal pleaſures ; hut 
devoted many hundred laborious nights to make my- 
felf uſeful to my country; yet was I puniſhed wth a 


r worthleſs, or 
moſt villainous. 


F mean, in m adi, to nk NR boom: 
dour alone, and never to conceal or ſcreen my fail. 


ings: I'wiſh to make my work an inftrudtive and 


moral leflon ; yet is it an innate and inexpreſſible ſat- 


rr 
except that my father, who had a tender affeſtion for 


me, took eſpecial care of my education, and ſent ma, 
at the age of thirteen, to hs univerſity of 
where, under the tuition of -Kowalew ſky; my prog · 
oblemen, 


reſs was rapid. There were fourteen other n 
of the beſt families, i in the eee weer e ment 


1 maſter. Fc a 
he year following, that 4200 fox, inn ins: ingo 1 a 
Wallenrodtt, a fellow ſtudent; . 


„ eee Foes myſelf, and whoy- 


much |< 


not to the appointed place, bat ren my demand 
with contempt ; and I, forgetting alb further reſpeRt, 
found a ſecond, and attack him in open day. We 


| fought, and I had the fortune „ 
ue Gel Bana in che arm 4 FRY; — 


. 1 
4 o 


BARON TREN CK. 


This affair incited inquiry: Doctor Kowalewſky, 
our tutor, laid complaints before the Univerſity, and I 
was condemned to three hours confinement; but my 
W grandfather and guardian, Preſident Derſchau, with 

hem I was a great favourite, was ſo pleaſed with 

my courage, that he imſtantly took me from this houſe, 
and placed me under profeſſor Chriſtianii. 
Here I firſt began to enjoy full and entire li 
and, from this dated man, I learnt all I know of ex · 
perimental philoſophy and feience. He loved me as 
bis own fon, and ſomet imes continued in ſtrutting mo 
$ till midnight, 'Vuder his auſpices, in 174, 1 mains 
trained, with great ſucceſs, two public theſes, al 
I was then but guten; an e und un honour: dl 
then unknown. 
Three days after my laſt vb endless, a con- 
Wicmptible fellowr, and profeſional bully, fought a 
Iauarrel with me, and, as I may ſay, obliged me to 
5 e my on defence, n on this tc, 1 
wounded in the groin, IC, _ 
This continued ſuccefs bighty inflaed/my valowr, ; 


and to aſſume the accoutroments and | 
hoes — 9 a Hector. 5 
was the effect of prejudices inf nſpired i pen ; 
nd ockied would — have m quarrel- 
ſome; dangerous man, had not the rectitude of — nbnl | 
md the extreme miſeries of which I became the vic- 
tim, foon reconducted me to the paths of virtue, 
Searcely had a fortnight elapſed, after this laſt affair, 
b r I had another with a lieutenant of the garriſon, 
e of my friends, whom I had Wee whe recerr- | 
>a two wounds in the conteſt, : 
Iought to remark,” that, at this Ame, the Univerſity F 
df Konigſberg was ſtill highly pri rr opp To fend a 
hallenge wirhalidtwinomnbdy z and this was not only 


dermitted, but would have been diſſicult to order | 
proud, hot headed, and © 

Livonia, Courlznd,Swe- q 
den, 


ng number 
Jrbulen young 8 from 


42 


r. 2 that time, I began to wear à ſword of enor- 


1 
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den, Denmark, and Poland, who came thither to ſtudy, 
and of whom there were more than five hundred. 
This brought the Univerſity into diſrepute, and the 
abuſe has been endeavoured to be remedied. Men 
have acquired a greater extent of true knowledge, and 
have begun to perceive that a univerſity ought to be a 
place of inſtruction, and not a field of battle; and that 
blood cannot be honourably ſhed, except in defence of 
life, or country. 7ͤ ĩ ͤðâàu SSI SY A 
In November, 1742, the King ſent his adjutant- gen- 
eral, Baron Lottum, Who was related to my mother, 
to Konigſberg, with whom] dined at my grandfather's. 
He 3 much with me, and, after various queſ- 
tions, meant to diſcover what my talents and inclina - 
tions were, he demanded, as if in joke, Whether I had 
any inclination to go with him, to Berlin, and ſerve 
my. country, as my anceſtors had ever done; adding, 
that, in the army, I ſhould find much better opportu- 
nities of ſending challenges, than at the univerſity. 
- Inflamed with the deſire of diſtinguiſhing myſelf, I 
liſtened with rapture to the propoſition, and in a few 
days we departed for Potzdam, 949 
On the morrow after my arrival, I was preſented to. 
the King, as, indeed, I had before been in the year 
1740, with the character of being, then, one of the 
moſt hopeful youths of the univerſity. My reception 
was moſt flattering ; the juſtneſs of my replies, to 
the queſtions he put, my height, figure, and confi- 
dence, pleaſed him, and I ſoon obtained permiſſion 
to enter as a cadet. in his body guards, with a prom · 
iſe of quick preferment. FC 
The body guards formed, at this time, a model and 
ſchool. for the Pruſſian cavalry: It conſiſted of one 
ſingle ſquadron of men ſelected from the Whole army, 
whoſe uniform was the moſt ſplendid. in all Europe. 
Two thouſand rix-dollars were neceſſary to equip an 
officer: The cuiraſs was wholly plated with ſilver; 
and the horſe furniture and accourtrements alone coſt 


four hundred rix- dollars. 
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This f only conkied. in f officers, and a 
hundred = forey-fou men; od og were always 
y or upernumeraries, and as many horſes, 
—_ rated. all the moſt: {cm —4 
in ee The officers were-the 
of any — army contained; the King 
— aan and afterwards ſent them to in- 


ſtruct the cavalry in the manxeuvres they had learnt. 


Their riſe-was rapid, if 1 behaved well ; but they 
were broken tor the Faulk, and puniſhed. by 
being ſent to 1garrifon regiments. It Was, likewiſe, 


ry.they ould be tolerably. rich, as well as po- 5 

fefaifuck. talents: as might be ſusce faul) emp loyed, 

both at court, and in the arm. 2s 
There are 0 Joldiers ; in the ach who undergo ſo | 


Much as this body guard; for, during the time I was 


in the fervite of Frodericy L often had not eight hours 
ſleep in eight days. - Exetciſe began at four in the 
morning, and experiments were made of all the alter- 
ations the King meant to introduce in his cavalry. 
Ditches of three, four, five, fix feet, and ſtill wider, 
were leaped, till that Tome one broke his neck ; ; hedges, 
in like manner, were freed, and the horſe ran careers, 
meeting each other full Ipeed in a Kind of lifts of yore 
than half a league in lengk. We had often, in 
our —— n. men and horſes ale or 
1 ned, ee frequent! th the ile hat 
mo an ot erwiſe, t 
the lame experiments were . after dinner with 
freſh horſes; and it was not uncommon, at ee 
to hear the alarm- founded. twice in . 
borſes ſteod in the King's ſtables; STS? ver pad 
— — . 1 addled his horſe, mounted, 


Al 7 | VS. 7 | | 
Seacvely were the eyes cloſe before the. e 
again ſounded, to accuſtom youth to vigilance. L loſt, 
in one year, three horſes, which had either brok Mn 
hag W in leaping n or of fatigue. 

5 1 5 
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1 cannot give a ſtronger picture of this nice) kan 
by ſaying that the body guard loſt more men and 
33 in one year's peace, than, ine the follow- 
year; they did in two battles, xd ud Tt 
Ive had, at this time, three ſeations! : Ourientind dur- 
ing winter, was at Berlin!; where we attended _ 
opera, and all public feſtivals: In che ſpring w 
were exerciſed at eee And at — 
or wherever the King went, during the ſummer. 
The ſix officers of the guard dined with the King, 
and, on gala days, with the Queen. It may be pre- 
| ſumed. there was not, at that time, on earth, a better 
cchool to form an officer and a man wy the world, than 
was the court of Berlin. 0 % un 
I had ſcarcely been fix e 2 We Faw Lat the 
King took me aſide, one day after the parade, and, 
having examined me near half an hour, on various 
fubjefts, coninianded: me to come and Tren to ens] on 
the motroõ-w . 211 
His intention was to end Whether the accounts chat 
had been er him of my memory had not been 
exaggerated; and, that he might be convinced, he 
firf gave me the names of lifty ſoldiers to learn by rote, 
which 1 did in five minutes. He next repeated the 
fubjects of two letters, which I immediately compoſ- 
ed in French and Latin the one I wrote, 7 
dictated. He next ordered me to trace, witk pr 
titude, a landſcape from nature, Which 1 aids 
with equal fuccefs; and he then gave me a cornet's 
enen! in his body guards. elt: 
Each mark of bounty, from the monarch, increaſed; 
an ardour already great, inſpired me ; with: gratitude): 
and the firſt: bf my * was, to devote my whole 
life to che ſervice of my King and countryt He ſpoke 
to me, as a ſovereign ſhould ſpeak, like a father, like 
one who knew well how to eſtimate the gifts: beſtowed - 
on me by Nature; and, perceiving or rather feeling 
bow much he might expect from me, became at once 
112 e nden ann n 
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Fhus did I remain a cadet only ſix * and few 
Pruſſians can vaunt, under the e aft F 'rederic, of 
equal good fortune. 

T bg King not only ee me way 3 
but equipped me ſplendidly for the ſervice. Thus did 
I ſuddenly. find myſelf a courtier, and an officer in 
the fine ſt, braveſt, and beſt taught corps in Europe. 
My good fortune ſeemed unlimited, when, in the 
month of Auguſt, 1743, the King ſelected me to go 
and inſtruct the Sileſian cavalry in the ne- manœu- 
vros, an honour never before eee to a Weh of 
eighteen. 155 fe 

Ihave already ere were et "Y Berlin 
during winter, where the officers! table was at court; 
and, as my reputation had preceded me, no perſon. 
whatever could be. 0 desen e or —4 more 
Pleninntly: WOT TT, 

F. eden: me =O! wad the 9 whom 
he had. invited to his court: Maupertuis, Jordan, 
La Metrie, and Pollnitz: were all my acquaintance. 
My . were employed in the duties of an offi- 
cer, and my nights in acquiring knowledge. Poll- 
oy was my —— and the friend of my heart. My 

ppineſs was well worthy being envied. In 1743, 
(4 1. was ye feet eleven e in height, and Nature. 
1. had endowed me with every requiſite to pleaſe. I 
* lived, as I vainly imagined, without inciting enmity 
d or malice, and my mind was wholly occupied by 
8 the defire of acquiring well-founded 
4-1 I had hitherto. remained. ignorant of love, and had 
ad been terrified ſrom illicit commerce, by beholding 
the dreadful objects of the hoſpital at Potadam. Dur- 
ing the winter of 1743, the nuptials of his Majeſty's. 
fſter were held, who was married to the King of 
Sweden, where, ſhe is at preſent Queen 3 
mother of the reigning Guſtavus. I, as officer of my 
corps, had the honour to mount guard, and eſcort 
her as far as Stettin. Here did my "heart firſk feel a 
bays: of which, in the courſe of ,rgy;1 wor” | 
En 8 frequent en to \ſpeak.. The 0 Ke 


B 
. 
| 
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If my lower hint in 1 can onty- remember at 


_ polthin) of bodily and mental 
; Wh Aeg * 45 924 oa 


| whom they owe the p 


e | pred K my caifireſs Ka U 
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reſent with reverence ; and, as I write not romance, 
the facts, I ſhall here briefly fay, ours was mutually 
the firſt fruits of affection, and that, to this hour, 1 
regret no misfortune, no mifery, Wien which, from 
a ſtock ſo noble, my deſtiny was interwoven * Amid 


»ethe tumult, inſeparable to occaſions like-thefe, on 


„which it was my duty to maintain order; a thief 
* had the addrefs to ſteal my wateh, and cut æ],ν 
%a part of the gold fringe which hung from dhe 
«warſtcoat of my uniform; and eſeaped unperecived. 
„This accident brought on me the raillery of my 
„ ο rades; and the lady alluded” ke thence took 
66 © gecaſror to confole 1 {yy ſaying, It fhould bo her 


64 derctipattiad® by à Took 1 eoutd;* mob — 
« ſtand, and a few days afterward I thought myfelf 
e the happ eſt of mortals,” The name, however; of 


this High-born lady is a ſecret,” which muſt deſcend 


Vith me to the — fe and, though my ſtlenee concert. 


ing this incident leaves avoid in my life, and, indeed; 
throvs , obſcurity over apart of it, which "right elſe be 
| clear, I would much rather incur this'reproach, that 
Ty rm my beſt friend and h 


To her converſation, to her prudefice, te the 
which ſhe fiveted my affeS#ions-Whelly. 

15 herſely am I indebted for the Dun and 
qualities. She 
me ven OR 


d, or aba 
3 of my diſtreis; and my children alone 

on my death bed, ſhall be tainght the name of ber ds, 
ervation of their father, , and; 
fly, their © v eric. nag, ee 


| | i ed, ] at this brag ON Rig bapp N 


7 me With more money” than 1 could” expend - and 
4 Was, preſently, the beſt equipped, an and made the 
UT reateſt 58 ure of any officer in the whole 

he tile 2 which 1 e en. * 
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had. only receivd from my father's heritage, the eſtate. 
of- Great Scharlach; the rent of which was eight 
hundred dollars a year, which was far from ſufficient 
to ſupply my then expenſes. My amour, in the 
mean time, remained a fecret from my beſt and moſt 
intimate friends, Twice was my abſence from Potz- 
dam and Charlattenherg diſcovered, and I was put 
under arreſt ; but the K ing ſeemed ſatisfled With the 


excuſes I made, under pretext of having been. hunt- 


ing, and ſmiled as he granted my:pardon, 
Never did the days of youth glide away with 
more apparent. fuccels and pleafure, than during 
theſe my firſt. years at Berlin. This good: fortune 
was, alas of ſhort: duration. Many are the inci- 
dents I might relate, but theſe I ſhall omit. My 
other adventures are numerous enough, . without 
mingling ſuch as may, any way, feem foreign to the: 
fubje&, In this gloomy: hiſtory. of: my-life, I would 
paint myſelf to the world ſuch as I am, and; bv the 
recital of my ſufferings, afford a. memorable exam- 
ple, and: intereſt: the heart of fenſibility. I. would 
alſo ſhew how my fatal deſtiny: has. deprived. my. 
children af.an immenſe fortune ; and, though I want. 
a hundred thouſand men to enforce and enſure my 
rights, I will. ſtill ſhew. my heus. they, are incon- 
SEC ... ans ont mo 
In the- beginning. of September, 1744; war: again: 
broke out between the Houſes of Auſtria and Pruſſia. 
We marched, with all expedition, towards Prague, 
traverſing , Saxony without oppoſition. I will not 


relate, in this place, What the great Frederie ſaid to. 


us, with, evident. emotion, when ſurrounded by alt 
his officers,. on the morning of our: departure. from: 
„„ „ (%%% y be Eon £7 
| Should” any, one be defizous of writing the lives: 
of him and his 6ppenent, Maria. There, without: 
Battery, and without fear, let him: apply to me, and: 
I will relate anecdotes. moſt April on this ſub- 
jet, unknown to all but myfelf, and which never 
muſt appear under F rr 


1 wo wy ö 
* 


Vat. a ö 
. . 4 
0 
© wy 
IR 


| 


— 


3 . 3 _— 
— . — —— f! er 


recourſe to them, with regret, of bb 3 Was a 8 


and red-hot balls, that it was fet on fire. The Ri ing. 
nce 


4 diſtance; but 


| Was we FI he cu en we _ _—_ 
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An ilnarchs going td wht; have cbm en Wess 


ide; and the churches of both parties refound with 
| prayers, and appeals to divine Juſtice, for the ſuc- 


ceſs of their arms. Frederic, on this eccafion, had. 


nels.” 

If I am not miſtaken, the King's ans came 
fore Prague on the fourteenth of September, _ 
_ of General Schwerin, which had paſſed 

ugh Sileſia, arrived, the next day, on. the other 
fide 2 the Moldau. In this poſition we were obli-. 


ged to wait ſome days fer pontons, without which 
we could not eſtabliſh a communication detween the. 


tWo ar mies. 
The height called Ziſchka, which avertadks the 


city, fog ruarded only by a few: Jong wag in- 

ſtantly feized, without oppaſition, by. fome . 

diers; and che batteries, oh ins at the Wer of that, 

' mountain, being ready on, the fifth da E kene 
0 


with fuch fuccefs on the old town, with mbs, 


wade. every effort to. take the city, before Pri 


Charles could ding his way: as? the Rhine to its: 


relief. 
General Harſch hedge. pr r ta eapitulans, 
aka a. liege of twelve days, during which not. 
more than . hundred men u 806 che garriſon, at the 


* yumalt, were killed and wounded, thoug by 0 gh- 
teen thouſand: men were made priſonera. 


Thus far we had met with, no impediment. The 


Imperial army, however, under the command of 
 Pringe Charles | of Lorraine, havin quitted the. 


banks of the Rhine, was advancing to.fve Bohemia. 
During this camp we ſaw the enemy only at. 
the ry ght troops, * 

thrice, as numerous as ours, prevented, us from a | 
foraging. Winter was. approaching, dearth and. 
hunger made Frederic determine to retreat, With 
out the leaſt hope om the countries in our rear, 
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teck. The ſeverity ef the. ſeaſon, in the month of 
November, rendered the folders exceſſively impa- 

tient of their hardſhips; and, accuſtomed to conquer, 
the Proflians were aſhamed of, and repined at re- 
treat; the enemy's light troops facilitated deſcrtion, 
and we loſt, in 2 few woiks above thirty thouſand: 
men. The 'Pandvurs ef my kinſman, the Auſtrian 
e e 7 at Sur hooks Korg can 
quent alarms, did: 1 injury, t 
neſs, we never could make any impreſſien upon, 
wem with our earnon. Trenck at length pa co 
the Elbe; and went and burnt, or de our 
magazines at Pardubitz'; it was, erefore reſotved, 
wholly to evacuate Bohemia, | 

The King hoped to have rene Prince: aten 
to a battle,” eee Bennefchan and Kannupitz, 
but in vai: The Saxons, during the night, had 
eretbed a battery. of three and twenty cannon, on a 
mound. whick*feparated two pends.: This was the 
bare. . x reg Ge e meany- to anche 
attac 8 
Thus. ere we obliged to 4 Bohemia. 
The dearth; boek for man and: borſe, began t grow 
extreme. The weather was bad; the roads in 
deep  ryts'; marches were uneeafing, j- alarms: and- 


Shs meat dif. at, 
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attacks from the enemy's ght t became in- 
ceffant. The diſentent all thefe inſpired was uni- 
: this'6cetfioned the great loſs: of the army. 


„Under fich eircumſtanees, had Prince Charles. 
continued to harraſs us, by purſuing us inte Sileſia, 
back he made a: winter campaign, inſtead: of remain- 
ing indblenthyr a caſe in Bohemia] we certainly 
mould not have vanquiffied/ him, the year follow. 
ing, at Strigau zbut he only Followed ad a diſtance, 
as far as the Behemian frontiers; This gane Fred- 
„ wy the more effettual 
cauſe the Auſtrians ha this 1 e permit 
the return of deferters. 


Nane XII. when be e = 


y. be- | i 


This was à repetition” of VO, had Happened. tos Sh 


weis, and Frauenberg, en he took en 


faithful hiſtory of this campaign than myſelf, had I 


lation, as the public praiſes. I received, and my en- 


Fi « withitapding the extremity af the n auſe. 
4of the innumerable clouds of pandours,. and huſ- 


| main in wanter quarters.” 5 l 


i n N 8 N . N _— of: I 
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ers to return: home, who, afterwards, ſo efetualt 
puniſhed his contempy! of them A. the : N 


2 

Pultawa. 
Prague was obliged to be FREEADS with 1 
cralle loſs ; and Trenck ſeized on Tabor, Bud - 


the regiments of Walrabe and Kreulz. . 
No. one would have been better able to give za k 


room in this place, and had I, at that time, been 
more attentive to things of moment; ſince: I not on-- 
ly performed the office of adjutant. to the King, 
when he went te reconnoitre, or chooſe a place 
of encampment, but it was, moreover, my duty to. 

provide forage: for the: head quarters. The King 
«having only: permitted me to. take ſix volunteer 
guards, to execute this latter r, I . was, obliged: 
to add to them horſe chaſſeurs, and: huſſars, with. 


whom I was continually in motion.” I Was pe- 


culiarly fortunate on two occaſions, by happe 
to come after the enemy, when they had. left, 5 | 


ed waggons, and forage bundles. 
4 ſeldom. paſſed the night. in my tent FRY this: 


campaign, and my indefatigable activity obtained. 


the favour, and entire confidence of Frederic. Noth-- 
ing ſo much contributed to inſpire me with emu- 


ihuſiaſm wiſhed to perform wonders. This cams. 


paign, however, hut ill ſupplied. me with, TOPS 
nities to diſplay this my youthful ardour. 
At length, no one durſt, leave the ah 


a a _.«-  Y __ a > a. 


ars, that. hovered every: where around.“ 
5 No ſooner. were we arrived in Sileſia, than the 
6 King' 8 body guard Was ſent. to. Berlin, dee to re- 1 


„ ſhould not here have e —_ Babe 
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t V lifes 1 ought. not to omit accidents, N 
my future deſtiny was influenced. * 

* % One day, while at Bennaſchen, 1 was com- 
«manded'out with a detachment. of thirty huffars, 
is and! twenty chaſſeurs, on a foraging party. I had 
6 poſted my huſſars in à convent, and gone myſelf, 
te with the 3 4 manſion- hoi Ps 1 52 
„the carts neceſſary conveyance of the 
and ſtraw: from a neighbouring farm. An, Auf- 
etrian heutenant of huffars, concealed, with thirty. 


_ fix horſemen, in a Wood, having remarked the 


« weakneſs of my eſcort; proſiting by the moment 
*when my peer werb all #oployed 1 in rs, de 


'<denly pen them, and tov. ae ſoners in 


At this moment I Was ſeat» 
(6 od at my-calo beſide. the lady of the. manfign-houſe, 
and was 4@-/ NN . ess SHOE een 


6 kind lady withed NES = —_— ring was. 
« heard in the farm- yard. By good Fils. the 
& huffars, whom. I had. ſtationed in the conyenty. hat 


Klearnt; by s peaſant, there was. an, Auſtrian detach- 


ment in the wood ; they had ſeen us, at a diſtance; 


enter the farm-yard, haſtily marched to our aid, 


2 more than two minutes 
Chefore 'thiey-drvived, I canngt Ps the pleaſe. 
ure with which I put myſelf at their, * 


rough Ty 
„but we made 


=” 
(eue ldatenant of be rake of e ee. 
r e wounded 
* r . ed 7785 . nt | 
2 1661 pt ne 13 7 165 . * 
* i Deen Lots mot. 
elated We have here followed t French... 
Reaf us ape given, in the preface, why 48 0 alterations, 
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© and two, alſo, of my chaſſeurs Were hewed down 
te hy the ſabre, in 0 Fee whore they were * 


48 1 2 5 Urn 


We continued o our forage: with more-:caution, 45 
« ter this accident: The horſes We had taken ſerved 
tt in part, to draw the carts; and, after railing a 
contribution of one hundred and fifty ducata, on 


the convent, which I diſtributed among the ſold. 


ers, to engage them to ſilence, Me returned to the 
* army, 20090 which, 1 Wikies Ware diſtant about q 
66 leagues.” E's GR * 22 ir! * Ty 4 


«We, beard firing a as. we: See and the fora- 


44 gers, on all ſides, were battling with the enemy. 

« A lieutenant, and forty horſe, joined me; yet, 

e with this reinforcement, I durſt net return to the 
camp, becauſe. I learnt we were in da 


r from 
„more than eight hundred pandours, an 


ing, but ſecret rout, and had 


„The King was at dinner when I entered his tent. 


Having been ahſent all ight, it, was. imagined I 

„ had been taken, that accident having übe. a 
i the fame day, io many others. > 
The inſtant I. 5 the King demanded if 3 | 
returned ſingly. No, pleaſe your Majeſty, an- 
a * 1,1 K brought five and twenty load of 
forage, and two and twenty Priſoners, with there 


60 officer and horſes . inen 


The King then commanded, me fo, ft 8 
6 and, turning g himſelf toward the Engliſh: n 5 
dr. who Was near him, faid, laying his F 
Amy ſhoulder, Ceſt un Matador de ma Jeuneſſe,* 
A reconnoitring party Was, at 2 ſame mend 54d. 
Sin. i before his tend; 3 bas 1 confequatly, 150 
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huſſars, 
„ho were in the. plain. I therefore determined 
«to take a long WR 

the good fortune to come ſafe to; quarters, with 
«my prifoners, and five and;twenty loaded caxts. 


dalked me few queſtions, and, to thoſe he did afk, 
«1 replied tremblingly. In a few minutes he roſe 


* from table, gave a glance at the priſoners, hung 


me to go and repoſe; and {et of with his party.“ 


It is eaſy to conceive the embarraſſment of my 


ſituation; my unpardonable negligence deſerved 


that I ſhould have been broken, inſtead of which 


I was rewarded”: an inſtance, this, of the great 


influence of chance in the affairs of this world. . 


How. many generals have gained - victories by their 
very errors, which have been, afterwards, attfibut- 


ed to their genius! It is evident, the ſerjeant of 
© Haſlars, who retook me and my men, by bring- 
ing up his party, was much better entitled than 
% myſelf to the recompenſe I received.“ How ma-. 


ny times afterward, during life, did I meet diſgrace 


and puniſhment, when JI deſerved reward! My in- 


quietude leſt the truth ſhould be diſcovered was 


extreme, eſpecially recollecting how many people 
were in the ſecret; and my apprehenſions were 


inceſſan tt 


As I did not want money, J gave the ſerjeants 
** twenty ducats each, and the foldiers one, in or- 
der to inſure their ſilence, which, being a fayor- 
„ite with" them, they readily promiſed.” I, how 
ever, was determined to declare the truth the very 
firſt opportunity, and this happened a few days after. 
We ͤ were on our march, and I, as comet, was at 


the head of my company, when the King advancing, 


beckoned/meto eome to him, and bade me tell him. 
exactly how the affair I had ſo lately been engaged 


— 


in happen Nack!!! E744 44.63 of 


The queſtion, at firſt, made me miſtruſt I was | 
betrayed, but, remarking the King had a mildngſs 
in his'mannerx,”-Ipreſently recovered” myſelf, and 


related the exact truth. I ſaw the aſtoniſhment of, 


his countenance, but I, at the ſame time, ſaw he Was 


pleaſed with my ſincerity. He ſpoke to me for 


"= 
Ty 


half an hour, not as à king, but as à father, . praiſed. © 
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. Confile in the adviee I'give you; depend who} 


bourtier, 0008: "wy heut ka mach 100 e 


Hattalions of 
Luburbs. Our advanced poſta, towards ever 


N e and ended with the following Jae" 
h, while life remains, I ſhall 4.5 forget. 


*ty upon me, and L will make you a man.“ Who- 
ever cap feel, can imagine how: infinitely my grat- 


Rude towards the King was increaſed, by this'his 
from that moment I had l 


at goodneſs; 
defire-than to r ſer vice... 
1 ſoon perceived the confidence the 14 
zn me after this explanation, of which I received very 
5 marks the following winter, ak Berlin. He 
tmitted me to be at his converſation with 
literati of his count; and wy, ns Io 


able. MAE STALL 


os | received, this foes ien mort . * hun- 


; dred ducats as preſents. So much. happineſs could 
not but excite je 


> and this began to be mani 
feſt on every fide. I had too little diſguiſe for a 


Before 1 proceet, 1 oe ls . an dare 


of the laſt campaign, which will, no degree de Tome: 
0 an the hiſtory of Frederic- # 


During the retreat Seen ane. the King, came 
do Kollin, with his horſe : Ra hy the cavalry; pi- 
auer of the head: uarters, and the ſecond and third 

We had only four field pie- 
was ſtationed in one of the 


os, and our 


were driven back into the town, and the duiſſacs 


entered peli meil: ay arp troops ſwaim- 
_ ed over the country, and my. 3 


ſent me immediately, to receive. the King's orders. 


After much . ſearch; 1 found him, at the top bf a 

; , with-a'. teleſcope in his hand. Never did 
1 ſee Kate diſturbed, or undecided, as on this-oc- 
caſion. Orders were ummedistely given that we 


mould retreat through: the city into the p fite 
ae yn we were 0 0 WER unfac . 
1 Ml A is bs 2 52 | N A | 4 
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We had not been here long, before a moſt heavy 
rain fell, and the night became exceedingly dark. 
My couſin Trenck made his appearance about nine 
in the evening, with his Pandour and Janiſſary mu- 
fic, and fet fixe to ſeveral houfes. They found we 
were in the ſuburb, and began to fire upon us from 
the city windows. Ihe tumult became extreme; 
the city was too full for us to re- enter; the gate 
was ſhut; and they from above fired at us with our 
field pieces. Trenck had let in the waters upon us, 
and we were up to the girths by midnight, and al- 
moſt in deſpaire We loſt ſeven men, and my horſe 
was wounged in de m K!e‚ rien beet 
Ihe King and all of us had certainly been made 
riſoners, had my couſin, as he has ſince told me, 
been able to continue the aſſault he had begun; 
but,” a cannon ball having wounded him in the foot, 
he was carried off, and the pandours retired. - Ihe 
corps of Naſſau arrived next day to our aid; we 
2 Kollin, and, during the march, the King 
aid to me, © Your coufin had nearly played us a 
malicious prank laſt night, but the dyſerters ſay 
„he is killed,” He then aſked me wikt our rela- 
tionſhip was, and there our converſation ended, 
It was about the middle of December when we 
came to Berlin, where I was received with open 
arms, I became leſs cautious than formerly, and, 
T was more narrowly obſerved. A lieutenant 
df the foot guards, Who was a public Ganymede, and 
againſt whom I had that natural antipathy and ahhor- 
rente, I have for all ſuch wretches, having indulged 
himſelf in ſome very impertinent jokes on the fecret 
of my amour, I beſtowed on him the epithet he de- 


ſerved : We drew our ſworda, and herwaswounded, © | 
On the Sunday following, I prefented myſelf to pay * 


my reſpeCts to his Majeſty on the parade, who faid 
to me, as he paſſed, © The thunder begins to roll, and 
the bolt may fall; beware. He added nothing more. 
Some little time after; I Was a few minutes too 
late on the * z the King remarked it, and 
5 1 oy ſent 


* 


* 
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; fore our G&r,arture: for Sileſia, towards Which e 
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fent mie; under arreſt, to che foot cate at Potsdam. 
When 1 had been here a fortnight,. Colonel Wars 
tenſleben came, and adviſed me to petition for par- 
don. I was then too much a novice in the mades 
of the court to follow his counſel, nor did 1 even 
remark the perſon who gave it me was himſelf a 
moſt ſubtle courtier. I complained bitterly that. I 
had ſo long been deprived: of liberty, for a fault 
which was ufually puniſned by threb, or at the 
moſt, ſix days arreſt. Here, accordingly, I remained. 

Eight days after, the King being come 0 P otz- 
dam; I was ſent, by General Bourke, to Berlin, to 
carry ſome letters, but without having ſren the 
King. On a return, I preſented, myſelf to him 
on the parade; and, as our ſquadron Was -garrifoned 


at Berlin, T aſkedy Docs it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


«that I {tbuld go and join my corps 5 8 Whence 


come you?” anſwered he-4% From Berlin 


© And: where were you before you went to Ber- 
„lin ““ Under bee de- Then nde arreſt vou 


CC muſt remain.“ HY 3 ? I * 127 3 Pp +4 


I did: me. recover mi Ibertys. ell three days be- 


marched, with the utmoſt ſpeed, in the beyinijng. of. 
May, to commence our ſecond campaign. 
Here I muſt recounts: mee e happen 
that winter, anti which became the ſource of all x 
misfortunes. I muſt intreat my A e the 
utmoſt attention to this, - ſince this error; if; i a 
cence een be error, was the eauſe that; the ma 
faithful, and the beſt of ſubjeti-begatne, hew . 


ed in ſcenes of Wretchedneſs, and was the ide 
miſery, from his ninetcenthi tothe Aktieth yea f. 
his age; I. dare preſume this true narrative, 


up- 
ported by teſtimonies the moſt authentic, may fally- 


vindicats my preſent honour, and my futuro memory. 


Francis Baron of Trenck was the ſon of my Fas. 


hop s brother, - conſequently, my couſin german. 
ſhall ſpeak thereafter; of the ſingular events of his. 
E OE a commander .of ng ei, | 


n 


r NN 0 Ä ded 


A. 
*, * 


him for! Jus 
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her he intened me, her eldeſt ſon, for his univerſal 
tee. This letter; to which I returned: mo anſwer, 


was ſent me to Potzdam. I was fo ſatisfied with my 


fit uation; and had ſuch numerous reafons ſo to be, 
conſidering the kinqneſs with which the King 
treated me, that I Would not have exchanged my 
good. fortune for all the-treaſures of the Great Mogul. 

On the 12th e 


mander of the W gerd, the captain of which 
ranks as colonel in the army, together with Lieuten- 
ant Studnitz; and Cornet Wagnitz. The latter was 
my field comrade, and is, at this preſen 3 
eneral of the cavalry of Heſſe Mel. 

Pl ih FS became the fubject of e 
0 Jaſchinſky aſked if I was his kimſman”: 
ed yes; and immediately mentioned his having made 
me his univenſal heir. And what linker have 
you returned p“ faid Jafehmſky-—* None at all. 
The whole companyq then vbferved that, in a 
cafe ike the preſent, 1 was much to blame not to 
anſwer g. that the leaſt I cou, do would be to thank 
wiſhes; and, intreat a continuante 
of them. Jakchinſky: further added, 4 Defire him 
e fond nome, of his fe Hungarian horſes for 
© your'awn uſe;-and- give me che r ; I will con- 


eve it to him, by means ef Mrz Boflart, legation- 


«counfetlorief the Saxen embaſſy ; bit on condition. 
« that you will give me one of the horſes. This cer - 
4 reſpondenee 1 18 0 family, and mot a ſtate, affair; be- 
„„ be anfwerable for the conſequences.” 

I immediately. 'todk my commanders advice, aud 
begem to write ; and tank: thanks; who: ſuſpetted me, 
thought proper to make the leaſt inquiry into theſe 


circumſtances, the four witneſſes,” who: read what E. 
wrote, could have attoſted my innocence, and render- 


ed it indubitable. . «1-84-45 2+" 21 hamper 
APW who, wo and envi * 1 * or 
mu 


fervice, grievouſſy wounded in Bavaria! 74 
in the — ls he wrote to my mother, informing 


7, 1744, being at Berlin, 
[ was in company with Capthin' Jaſchinſky, cam 


1 ries] 4 


[54 
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I I muſt omit none of the incidents concerning this 
letter, it being the ſole caufe of all my fufferings, l 
ſhall therefore here relate an event, which was the 
firſt occaſion of the ue Ae N 
againſt me. 4 
One of my grooms, with two led hox Was among 
many others, taken by the ee of Trenck. 
When J returned to the camp, I was to accompany 
the'King on a reconnaitering NE My horſe. was 
too W and I had no other: I informed him. of my 
embarraſſment, and his Majeſty immediately made 
me a preſent of a fine Englith « courſer. 
Some days after, ] was exceedingly altenifhed ke 
my groom return, with my two horſes, and a pandous 
' trumpeter, who brouglit me a 18 * near- 
by the foll&ving wards. 
„The Auflrian Trenck is not at wat LA thePruC. 
L ſian Trentk, but, on the eontrary, is happy. to have 
& xecovered the horfes from his huffars, and return 
them to whom they firſt þelonged, &e.” _, 

1 went the fame day to by my e to | the 
King, who receiving me with great coolneſs, ſaid, 
Since your couſin has returne your Own a Horſes, 
«you have no more need of mine.. 

There were too many who cnvied me to Ju: 
theſe words would eſcape repetitzon. The return of 


the horſes, ſeems infinitely to have ua that ſuſ- 
pe Frederic entertained. againſt me, and therefore 


came one of the principal cauſes of my misfortunes; 


1t is ſor this reaſon that I dwell 1 upon this and ſuch- 
for 1 my own 


like ſmall incidents, they being neceſſary. 
juſtification, and, were it .poſfible, for that of the 
King My innocence is indeed at prefent univer- 


tally acknowledged, by. the court, 1 In Jo and the 
ſuffered, 
with ity, and the cee * N it was LET: 


whole nation, whoail mention the unjuſtice 


Adured. with ſurpriſe. 
We marchec 


mur * as it was n 


— 


for Sileba'! 6 ** on our LEED 
campaign, which, to the 5 Was as bl d and 
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[The King's. head quarters were fixed at the convent 
of Kamenz, DOE ; we reſted fourteen. days, and, the 
2 remained in r de fh f Prince Charles, in- 


g us 


of followin ohergia, had the impru- 
dence to occupy t oj plain 110 Strigau, and we already 
concluded. his. arm Was. 17 ee 18 well 
acquainted with taßtics, and the Pruſhan manceuvres, 
Without the- aid. of. calculation on. 
bs ra well Or ill-diſciplined army, in | 
ongh uy be. vitorigus.. 
y ha its cantouments, and i in. 
twenty 18 50 4 Hog in order of battle; and, an 
the 12405 of June CHEN. ouſand hi . ſtretch- 
ed on i) ain of Strigau.. The allied, 
tria and Sax6vy V ere totally defearcd, | 
The body s Bard Was on the right; 338 che 
uche ſaid to our. [quadrgn, * Prove, to-day,. 
my c Tres, that at yo are * bad guard. ad e 
no Saxon q | 
We' made p10 attacks on the cavalry, and two on 
the 115. Nothing could withſtand a f. en 
like d ric for 6 wan, orſcs, courage, and exper 
rience, 7 ure dy the Jen. in the. 4 F. 
corps aloe took" ſeven WRAY and five. pair. 10 
colours, and in leſst an an hour, the Mai) Was over. 


* 


* 


* recep 9 in IE right. hand, my horſe; 


was deſp' ely- wounded, and I was ob iged to change. 
n the third charge.” The day after the. battle, all the 
age e e order of Meek. ker 
1 part, 1 earned four weeks: ebe the 


1 


thoulafd ng Funder the torture of the army. ſur cons, 
wude | 5% hag. not their wounds drelled 1 


25 0 55 nar 9 months before 1 cecavered ! the uſe 
of my hand: I nevertheleſs rejoined my corps, con- 
tinned) io perform my duty, and, as uſual, accompani- 
ed the King when he went. to reconnoitre. For ſome: 
time Paſt,. e had | placed confidence in me, and his, 
kindneſs. CEN a me, continually increaſed, Walen . 
why gratitude, cven ta enfbulialm,, | 
2 


© tain all that perſonally relates to myſelt. 


1 alſo performed the ſervice; of adjutant, during 


this campaign, a circumſtantial aecount of which, no 
_ perſon is better enabled to write than myſelf, I havin 
* preſent at all that paſſed. I was the ſcholar of 
the greateſt maſter the art of war ever knew, and who 
believed me worthy to receive his inſtructions; but 
the volumes I am writing would be n e 


Jmuſt here mention an adventure that FER ES 
Fi this time, and which willſhew the art of the great Fred» 
eric, in forming youth for his lexvice, and Ace 
attaching them to his perſon. 110 433. 
I'was exceedingly fond of hunting, in which, not- 
withſtanding it was feverely forbidden, 1 indulged 
myſelf. * with. pheaſants, I one day returned: 
But, judge my aſtoniſhment and fears, when I ſaw 
the army had decamped, and that it was with. dificul- 
ty I could overtake the rear-guard, +: {7 - 4: 
In this my diſtreſs, I applied to an 1 of huſſurs, 
who inſtantly lent me his horſe, by the aid of which 
I rejoined my corps, which always marched as the 
vanguard, -. Mounting my on horſe, I tremblingly 
rode to the head of my diviſion, which it Was my duty 
to precede. The King, however, had remarked my 
abſence, or rather bad: been reminded of it by my ſu- 
perior e wy; ne dime i ee _ 2 85 my 


enen 


Fu 
«6 g Eng no 3 ge, bebe gta . 
But, however, let me bo & you more zende M- 
+ your: duty 

So ended this 0 for which x Sefervied'ts han: 
been broken. I muſt here remind my readers, that. 
the King meant; by the words remembering Patzdam, he. 
remembered 4 hed been . too erer, the mY 
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ter before; and that y preſent pardon "was intended 
28 a compenſation, 2 Ut. 

This Was, indeed, to think and at greatly ; this 
was, indeed, the true art of forming great men; an art 
much more effectual than that of ferocious. generals, 
who. threaten fubalterns with imprifonment and 
chains, oh every flight occafion ; and, while indul ing 
all the rigours-of- "willitary hw, make no diſtinction 
of minds; or men. TIC, on the contrary, ſome-. 
times pardoned' the failings Sk ens while mechanic 
ſouls he mechanically punif] Fog: to the e 
letter of the laws of war. : 

I ſhall further remark, the King took no more 
notice of my late fault, exe. ept that; ſometimes, 'when. 
I had the honour to dine with him, he would ridicule 
people "who were too: often at tlie chace, or who 
were ſo cholerie chat they” took: rene to _, 
for the leaſt triflfſe. 

The campaign paſſed in Aiflezens maneeuvies, 
marches; and counter-marches. Our cqrps was the 
moſt fatigued, as being encamped round the King's 
tent, tw” ſtation of Which is central, and having, 
likewiſe; the care of the vanguard: We were there- 
fore” obliged: to begin our march two hours ſooner: 
than the remainder of the army, that we might be in 
our place. We alſo accompanied the King, When- 
ever he went to reconnoitre; traced the lines of en- 
campment; led the horſe to water; infpeRed the head. 
quarters; regulated the march and myo _ * 
cording tothe: King's orders; which rob 
much feſt, we being. but fix officers 10 cxccue 5 | 
wil different funckionss. 

Still further, we often Performed the ** of cour- 
s, to bear the it Gre commands to detachments. The 

King was: ly, careful that the officers of his 
guards, 0 - 9 OR fhould become excellent 
in the art of tactics, fhouid nat be idle in his ſchool. 
It Was neceflary to do much, in order that much might 
de learnt. Labour, vigilance, aftivity; the love of 
9 che love of Cie unt, animated- all his. 

| | _ Eenerals Y 


15 41 | FB: 1 1 F * 0 2 
| Pere 7 into whom, it way be ſid, he infuſed} his. 


irit. . 
| 1 this ſchogl L gained. inftruQ 
| dy, was I ſelekted as one 7 1 
Yew i 2 fortieth \ 1 5 A LI ves 

| N My dear 

b 270 190 merle x 80 ys 1 2 a. men, 

| axe too far advanced in life.” Ag 

| | A abel 


oud' 'be 


if19 1740 was T made an  Aufrian f 
invalid have alw e ee 1059 Hate 
would Rave 0 hed 5 8 certainly at Berlin 
4 * Tf I miſtake not, Rs Famous' Battle of” ow or or So. 
j | xa, was fought on the 14th day of Septen The 
| King had fent ſo many detachments inte e Bo- 
1 hemia, and Sileſia, thay, the main arm 
| of more than tweilty-fix, t 
. advice, arid obſtinate in judgin Ss enem bY num 
| bers, and not according to t Been HA ine, 
j and other accidents, Prince Charles, blind to the "rea 
1 ſtrength of the Pruſſan armies, had encloſed” this 


1 ſmall number of Pomeranian arid Brandenbargh regie bi 


ments with mare than eighty-ſix thoufand” men, n 

ing to take Wem ar 1 5 3 are One . 
F It vill won he ſeen, from my warrative,” Wirk What 
| kind of Keren Kis Pian d was ald and ec on 
=: "The Ki ng came into OR tent baut midniglit as He” 
| allo $a 8 that of all the ' officers, to awaken 0 
ge 


i : His or rders Were Tecretly tg, Gale, 177 ON 
i the rear, and that t men n Ke Res 
| "mount at the word of comme 0 1 12 
5 Lieutenant Studpitz and: "aiyle ef ende nie K 
| 

il 

g 


who wer in perſon, and; gave ML 
anxiety, 


+ Opp ofite 117 defite, through Ge e cc 2 5 
to Eh to the FLY, 0 t held- Pieces Nets 
cealed. behind a Bill. 18 King dul ne ;ceff? art 

hay e heen informed of the Whole! SINE / ERR 


meantime, break 'of d; 


* +: 


wh ole army; 


LI, Bike he, AY y hum ite fecurity, A fs 


. n 


ca At nll ere 5 
Mine, \ 


8 Fe Th eglectin ng. 


1 for Ee had Callech z in the advante | pots, %, 
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make 1 en we ſhould be urpriſed in ich i 
midſt of ſleep, = 

Scarcely d SE " * appear belts the Auftri- 
an artillery, ſituated u 1 heights, began to play 
upon our camp, and their cavalry to march - through 
the. defile to the attack. 

As ſuddenly were we in battle array ; 1 in "ks 
than ten minutes, we.ourſelves began the attack, not- 
Wi ding our ſmall number, the whole army on- 
ly containing five regiments of cavalry, and fell with 
ſuch fury upon the enemy, who, at this time, were 
wholly employed in forming their men at the mouth. 
of the defile, and that ſlowly, little expecting ſo ſud - 
den and violent a charge, that we drove them back 
into the defile, where. — eſſed upon each other in 
crowds : The King himſelf, flood. ready to unmaſk. 
his cight ficld- PEN and a dreadful and bloody 
gaughier enſued in this narrow place; from which 
the enemy had not the power to retreat. This ſingle 
incident gained the battle, a and deceived all the apes: 
of Prince Charles. 

Nadaſti, Trenck, and the light troops, fent to attack | 
our rear, were employed i in pillaging the camp. Ihe 
ferocious Croats met no oppolition, while this their ; 
error made our victory more ſecure. It deſerves to 
be noticed that, when advice was brought to the King, 
the enemy bad fallen upon, and were plundering the 


camp, his anſwer was, So much the better; they 


have found themſelves em ployment, and will be 9, 
0 impediment to our main deſign,” SE 
Our victory was complete, but * our 1 was 
loſt; the head quarters, utterly undefended, were to- 
tally ſtripped: and Trenck had, for his 1 . of the 
booty, the King's tent, and his ſervice of 
I have mentioned this circumſtance E tecaule 
that, in the year 1746, my couſin Trenck, having fall 
en into the power of his enemies, who had inſtituted. 
a legal proceſs againſt him, was accuſed by ſome vil- 
lainous wretches, of having ſurpriſed the Ser in bed 
at the battle of Sorau a oy afterwards releaſed him fon. 
a bribe, What 


— — 


— - 


| titute; a native of Brunn, who 


at five. 


Wal or — at Vienna, Who believe, or 


w * * — * 8 — * * — 
x r — —cr—chchacntnnrrecininas — 
7 — — F ²— EE a 9 
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hat was ſtill worſe, they hifed a common prof. 
Pretended he waz the 
daughter of Marſhal Schwerin, to give evidence The 
herlelf was m bed Ech the Kia, King when Trenek enter - 
eil his tent, hom No een made d and 8 
as immediately releaſed. : 
To this part of the p 
witnels, can anſwer: 


roſecution I. el aim e 
thing was falſe and imp 


accompanied the watchful King from midnight till 
four in the morning, which time he employed in rid- 
ing through the camp, and making the neceffary J eg 
arations to receive the enemy; and the altion b 
Trenck could not take the King in bed, for 
the battle was almoſt 
dours ente red the” er oh and Plundcred the 
quarters. q 

As for the tale * Miſs Seca it is only fit to be 
told by ſchool-boys, or examined by the Tnquifition, 
and was very unworthy of making part of the _ 
profccution againſt an innocent man at Vienna. 

This incident, however, is o remarküble, that 1 
mal give, in this work; a farther acceunt of my kin. 


wan, and what was called his criminaFproceſs 7 at: read. 


which the world weill be aſtoniſhed. own” 
l is {a connected with his, that this d erna 
ry, and the more fo, becaufe there are many” ig- 


affirm, Trenck 
priſoner, 15 
Never 


athudly tort Ga King's of 'Pruſha' 
was there a traitor off the Aa 


Trenck ; and 1 hope to prove, im the eleateſt mani; 


the Auſſtvian Trenck as faithfully ſerved the Em 


Queen, as the Pruffran Trenok did Pre Nr 4 
Maria Therefa, 


raking to mo of him fome tim aft” 
ter his death, andthe fnarcs that had been laicl for 
him, faid, Vour k inſman has made a2 deter end, 
© than will be the fate of his accufers and} Be 
Of this, more hereafter 2 I approach : 


gained when he and his Fea 
ad 


ſible, He was inbormed af te intended attack. 1 


when my own migforwnes began, and when = | 
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* of martyrdom attended me from youth downs 
till my hairs. ü grey 
7% few days after tbe batthe of Sorauy the uſual, camp 
poſtman "ct ht me a letter from my couſin Trenck, 
the colonel of pandours, dated at Effek, four ee 
back, of which the following is à copy, © 
Tour letter, of the twelfth of 5 from 
Berlin, informs me you deſire to have ſome Hun- 
« garian horſes. On theſe you- .u⁰¹j¹j?¾O0me and at. 
« tack me and my pandours, Liaw with pleaſurt, during 
4 the, Jaft campaign, that che Pruſſan Trenck 'was . 
| « alſo a vod ſoldier; and that I ght give ybU ſeme 
proofs of my attachment, I then teturued the horſes \ 
+ which my men hatt taken. If, hywever,/ you wiſhto | 
| © have Hungarian horſes, you maſt take mine in like 
manner from me in tho ſield of bartle; on ſhould you. 
© ſo think fit, come and join one Wwho'will receive %! 
*< with open. arms, like his friend art ſon;; and 'who' 
« will enn yy INTE * . defrer | 
«cM 29 1 1 
At firſt I Was. e at weder this lerer, yet | 
could not help ſmiling. Cornet Wapetiitz, now gen- 
eral in chief of the Heſfa Ca ſſel forces, 5 Lieutenant 
Grotthauſen, both now alive; and chen preſfent, Were 
my camp comrades, I gave: them the letter to read, 
and they laughed at its Contents, - It was determined 
to ſhew it to our fuperior. officer, ſafchinſky,' on a 
promiſe of ſecreſ 4 it was actordingly ſewn ies: * 
within an hour ter it was received. 6 
| The reader will be fo Kind as te wecolſelt thn, as L "IF 
have before. ſaidyit was this Colondl--Jufchinjky who, | 
on the 12th. uf February, the fame puar,"at Berlin, 
| prevailed on me to write to the Auſtrian Trenck, my 
couſin: that he received the letter open, and under- | 
took to ſend it acoording to its addre 8; "alſo: thet/in - 
this letter, I in jeſt tad aſked him to ſend me ſome - 
Hungarian horſes, and when they cattie, had promiſed: 
one to Jaſchinſky. Herend the letter with an air f 
ſome ſupriſe; We laügtzed, and, it being whiſpered 
ee the army that, i in as of our late 


2 
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Victory, detached corps would be ſent into Hungary, 


] aſchinſky ſaid, 66 Wwe ſhall now go and take Hunga» 
+ r1an horſes for ourſelves.” Here the converſation 


gaences, tomy tent. . 

I muſt here make the following obſervations : 
iſ, I had not obſerved the date of the letter, 
brought by the poſt-man, which, as I have ſaid, was 
four months back: This, however the colonel did not 


fail to remarækx & 


adly. The prohability is, that this was a net ſpread 


for me, by this falſe and wicked man. The return of 
my horſes, during the preceding campaign, had been 


the ſubjeft of much converſatian,. It is poſſible he 


had the King's orders to watch me; but more proba- , 


bly he only prevailed on me to wiite that he might en- 


| trap me, by a fictitious anſwer. Certain it is, my 


couſin Trenck, at Vienna, affirmed to his death, he 


never received any letter from me, conſequently 


never could ſend any anſwer, I muſt therefore con- 
clude this letter was forged, © 


* 


Juaſchinſky was at this time, one of the King's fa- 
vourites ; his ſpy over the army, a tale-bearer, an in- 
ventor of lies and wicked calumnies. Some years af- 


ter the event of which I am now ſpeaking, the King 
was obliged to break, and baniſh him the country. 


He was then alſo the paramour of the beauteous 
Madame Broſſart, wife of the Saxon Reſident at Ber- 


lin, and there can be but little doubt but that this falſe 


letter was by her means conveyed to ſome Saxon or 


Auſtrian poſt-office, and thence, according to its ad- 
dreſs, ſent to me. He had daily opportunities of in- 
fuſing ſuſpicions into the King's mind concerning me, 
and, unknown to me, purſuing his diabolical plan. 

I muſt likewiſe add, he was four hun ducats 


indebted te me; I always having a plentiful ſupply of 


money. This booty became his own, when 1, unex- 
amined,, was arreſted, and thrown into priſon; In like 
manner he ſeized on the greateſt part of my carhp 
cquipige © feds . tes; hol | 
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Further, wwe bad quarrelled durin, 
paigri, hecauſe he had beaten one of 8 we 
even were proeeering-to fight with piſtols, 1 (BOL 
Colonel. Winterfiald interfered; and amic 
our quatrel. The Lithuanian is, ä ate 
undd revengeful; and from that Hays, 1 Howe realon to 
believe he: ſauglhit my deſtruttion. 

Cod only knows what were the means he ok to 
excite the. King's Iuſpicians ; for it — edible, that 
Frederic, — his well known profeſhons of pub - 
lic juſtice, ſhould treat me in the: manner k 
out i hearing! Without examination, and without. a 
court · marſhal. his, tome, has ever remained a m - 
ery, hich the King alone was able. to gx lain: bis 
fterwards. was convinced I was , innocent but my 
{ufferings had dæen d cruel, the miſeries he ad au- 
tittedrooiounhile, for meeverto hope c tion. 

In an affair of this nature, Which wall, oon be 
kn to. all Europe, as it long has been in Pruſſia, 
the weakeſt is Always guilty. Ihave been made a 
terrible example, to this our age, now true that mar- 
im is in c ſtates. M70 26 9 Fine 

Aman a unk Tran eee begcred. | 
and bavingahe pc _—_— fferings known, . 
muſt either. he 1 e e 5 
qumiſned. N — injuries will ever, ſtain the 
W oi — — — we 
this Wit, per po rom 111 mo- 
tives af ho —— — ſometimes concealed 
truth by; ouring e paliae his conduft. 

It mult ever xeniain ingomprahenſible, 1 
archila — himſelf the fHaily witneſs of my 

— — — wüh mankind, ang 
conſcious | wa 2 money, af re TT, 
0 uture -preforment,; : „it is incompre enſible he 
ſhould really ſuppoſe me guilty... I take God.to wit. 
neſs, and ali thole;who knew -me in rity ane 
misfortune, I gener harboured a thought of betraying 
my country. How as it: poſſihle to. ſuſpett me t. l 
Was N 246 WIN « nor re. e 
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3 1 was a cornet of the- body-guard, adjutarit to the 


ing, and poſſeſſed his favour and confidence in the 


higheſt degree. His prefents to me in one year, 


amqunted to fifteen hundred dollars. 1 keptifeveh 
Horſes, four men in livery: 1 was valued di ſtin- 
guiſhed, and beloved by the miſtreſs of my ſoul; My 
relations held high offices, both civil and military: l 


was even fanatically devoted a for pan, and coun- 


try, and had nothing to wiſh, ' Nin ndr ann 
That J ſhould become ches wretehedi in conſè- 
uence of this unfortunate letter; is equally wonger- 
bop It came by the public poſt. Had there been 
any criminal SSrfefpon dens my k inſman certainly 
would not have choſen” this mode of conveyance; 
fince, it is well known, all ſuch letters are opened; 


nor could I act more openly- My colonel read the 


letter I wrote, and alſo that which IH received imme- 


-diately after it was brought. 2 100 TW7tc/ m9 ak: 
The day after the receipt of this letter Mas as Thave 


be fore ſaid, unheard, unaccuſed, unjudged, conducted 


like a criminal from the army; by fifty: huffars, and 


impriſoned i in the fortreſs of Ge Vas allowed to 

take three horſes,” and my ſervants, but my een, 
ipage was left behind, which 1 Aver bee more 

en became the booty of ſaſehinſky. My — wean 


miſſion was given to Cornet Schtatvel, we ty 1 eaſhiered, 


without knowing why. Theres were no legal inqui- 

ries made; all was done by the King s command. 
Unhappy people! Where power is ſuperior to law, 

Ait where the innocent, and the virtuous meet pun- 


iſhment inſtead of 7 ehärcl: Uuhappy Land where 


the omnipotent” SUCH is OUR WII 28 all 


and honour. 23 8% eaOratong ty: 
I once more repeat, 1 was Tre—— the: citadel of 
Glatz: I was'not however, thrown. into a d 5 
but impriſoned in a chamber of the ofſiter of the 


A guard; was allowed my ſervants te Wait on mo, and 
permitted to walk ontthe rampartz ? 1 n, 
I did not want moncy, and chers as only. à de- 


tachme: at from the garriſon regiment | in the Lg of 
. 


Fr 
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Glatz, the oſſicers Which were all poor. I ſoon, p 
had both friends and freedom, and the xich priſoner, 
every day kept open table. 1 pc) ö 


©1-4 O75! 45 40. dg AP TEST 
He only who had known me in this the ardour of 


my youth, who had witneſſed how high J aſpired, 
and the fortune that attended me at Berlin, can imo 
ſuddenly caſt from high hopes. Wen irre | 
1 wrote ſubmi ſſively to the King, requeſting to be 
tried by a court-marſhal, and not deſiring any favour, 
ſhould I be found guilty. This haughty tone in a 
youth; was. diſpleaſing, and J received. no anſwer, 
which threw me into deſpair, and induced me to uſc- 
every poſſible means to obtain my liberty. tre +1 ita 
My :;frit..care:was to eſtabliſh, by the intervention. 
of an officer, a certain correſpondence v ith the object 
of my heart. She anſwered, ſhe was far from ſuppoſ- 
ing I had ever entertained the leaſt thought. traiterous. 
to my country that ſhe knew, too well, I was perfect - 
ly incapable of diſſimulation. She blamed the precip- 
itate anger, and unjuſt ſuſpicions of the King; prom- 
iſed me ſpeedy aid and ſent me „ #s 
Had J, at this exitical moment, poſſeſſed a prudent 
and intelligent friend, who could have calmed my 
impatience, nothing perhaps, might have been more 
eaſy than to have 1 pardon of the King, by 
proving my innocence; or, perhaps, than to have in- 
duced him to puniſh my enemies. 
But the, officers, Who then were at. Glatz, fed the 
lame of diſcontent. They ſuppoſed the money I ſo 
freely diſtributed, came all from Hungary, furniſhed. 
by the pandour cheſt ;. and adviſed me not to ſuffer 
my Freedom to depend upon the will of the King, but. 
nig in bis Selpiics. cs oor lt en 7 
It was not more eaſy to give this advice, than to. 
perſaade a man to take it, Who, till then, had never 
encountered any ching, hut good fortune, and Who, 
conſequently, ſupported this reverſe with impatience, 
Was not et, however, determined, becauſe I could. 
| | s 4 ; ., . Bok 
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not yet reſobve to abariden np country; and of 
Berlin. lan 


over me, propoſed chat they and I ſhould eſcapet do- 
_ gether, 1 yielded, our Plan was fined e 


been broken, and condemned, by a. ct murſtial, to 
ten years impriſonment, with hh ACSI e 
four rix-doltars per month. TOS! "MAL A S162 16 


_ refene bi alſo front bondage, at the fame time with 
_ were taken; yet were we betrayed by amm 


27268; faved himſelf by deſerting. 'Þ denied the 
fact in preſenee of Manget, with who” I was en- 
* 5 and the lafs of his commmũ ffiohw. Þwas 

deavoured- to corrupt the Ring I arge res was 


| relate am adventure which happened 5 
fay, in 1749, at Warfaw. {rt 


imagine what was the falutatien he received. eam 


| with piſtols. Cap tain Heuck 


was my ſecond, Weta bes > 


Five. months ſoon paſſed way in priſon : Peace was 
concluded; the _ Was pier to his: capital: 
My commiſſion in the guards was beſtowed o an- 
other, Whem Lieutenant Piaſehky; of the vegimenti of 
Fouquet, and Enfign Reitz, who often mounted 


preparatory ſtep taken. Ri A 
5 * that time — mother Pritenes at Ges, 
whoſe name was Manget; by birth a Swifg - and cup- 
taĩn of eavalty in the Natzmerſcherr heſſrs; he hack 


Having done this man jcindrreſſes, L wasrefobeduiw 


myſelf, k communicatod my deſign and > warhewhe 
propoſal, which was accepted by him, and menfures 


who thus obtaitied: pardon and freedom.” 
Piaſehky, who had been informed that Rok! 4 


228 and bribed the Auditor with # hundred /due- 
By fliis means Reitz only fufferec à year's Im- 


chen cloſely confined in a chamber, for having en- 


guarded-with greater caution. S eis 
Hexe I wilt interrupt my tee Ames, W 


this Captain Manget, ge eee 


I there met him by chance, 26d it h ner diese us 


ed him; he took this ill, and 3 me to fight 
guards, 


** ; * . 
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cdl har Hh and he fell denden 
* 1 181 
.- He; alone of a my endinien ever dtd bene 
hand y and his —— fo 3 
treachery. — — — wijom' I 
have fpoken-$ fd ſtill mare ie vith reſpett to myfelf, 
who Bt Hy Yn — Lovin I have nev- 
er reprotched y ſelf for * ly by-which.b ſera. 
raftah ait df the worlk! i nen 4 21 9829 
I return to my tale. My dena at Glatz, — 


the field. 


7 6 


betome more umeoward and — The King fuſ- 


picions2were matcafed; eee bös angerh at 
dee be. r en ent 
Left td myſelf, 1-co y fiturtion in- de 
worft point — e flight 
or death. Ihe 7 and cleſeneſs of my. ne, 
ment bene inſu — ruin 
| — . e rei 2 my Bade, nor was 
— 1 Had: money; and: i in'a oor geren Tag 


molt of them been drafted: from other corpatand. fent 
thither. as. puniſhment; ere that. might. 
er be undertad enn ; Ev (SIO 
 -Mey-clioiniediuri whe adit. IId in ie 
My wrind o looked towardstheccity; und: wad mine” 
e-graund in the tower: the citadlel, out 
of Which I could nat-gots Mithout having ode: * 
Plattroß nefngs imthencity. „ 10 Cant 
Nee eee D procmne . e dps 
vailechom an honeſt { tocgtagt-me. . 

Placa cken — —— andvfawed, 
thro ge 3 tot hris: was torr tire- 
——— +6:heing noceſfa vy tdi away tight bars 
fram my window, before + ocaakid Ralfs through: An- 
ocher Ohren procured me file, which: I-was dbliged: 
wo aſe with caution; lefbi]- erg ver Pr * he: 
ecntinels;:; nig e ee n ior WE ne 


ts ———ů—ů— al ere 
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| r- re. height. Ruh Sei 
It rained, the night was: dare * all nnd fore? | 
nate, but I had to wade through moats full of mud; be · 


not been taken from me at 


nate of men, and. 


jo „ 1% FE) Hine? 
the ſheets of my 140 and deſcended laben Ibm this. 


fore I could enter the city a circumſtanre I had nev- 
er once conſidered, I ſunk up to the knees, and after 
long ſtruggling, and ineredible efforts to get out, LWas 
obliged, myſelf, to call the centinel, and deſired him 


to go and tell the d e Trenck was ſtuck faſt in 
a ditch. cin Fenn. #: 15 AOL 85 STR} 4 07 


. My mis fortune was the greater on this occaſton; bes 
ane that General Fouquet was then Governor of 
Glatz. He was one of the cruelleſt of men. He had 
been wounded by my father in a duel; andthe Auſ- 
train Trenck: ra 4 taken his baggage in 1744, and alſe 
laid the country of Glata under contribution. Ho 

was therefore an enemy to the very name of Frenck:;: 
nor did he loſe. any opportunity of giving me proofs. 


of his enmity, and eſpecially on the preſent occaſion, 


when he left me ſtanding in the ae ib noon, the 
tport of the ſoldiers. I Was then drawn out, half 
dead, only again tobe impriſoned, and ſhut up the- 


whole day without water to walls. me. No one can 


imagine how. I looked, exhauſted and dirty, my dong 


hair having fallen into the mudz with ashich, by my 


ſtraggling, it was loaded. I remained in this condi- 


tion; till the next day, When two ee Prifoners | 


were ſent to aſſifl, and clean me. b re 


impriſonment now became more e 
1524 


ſtilb eighty louis di ors in my purſe, hich had 
my removal. into another 
dungeon, and theſe afterward did me gaod ſervice. 
The pa ſſions now all affaibed me at onee, edi 
uous, boiling, youthful blood overpowered reaſon 3 
kope diſappeared; I thought myſelf the moſt unfomn? 
my King an irreconeileable judge, 
more wrathful and fortified in ſuſpicion by my on 
raſnneſs. My nights were ſleeplefs, my days miſeras 
ble: My fout was tortubed - by the dende of fame: A; 
concigalocſs of irmocence Was a continued re 
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meitin ede end my ntiafortumes}o Youth, unexpe- 
rienced in woe and diſaſtrous fate, beholds every evil 
magnified, ” and deſponds on every: new diſappoint- 
ment, more eſpeci y, having failed in attempting 
freedom. Education — opens to deſpiſe death, 
and thefe opinions had been confirmed by my 
friend La Metrie, author of the dame _y 2 Home 
me Machine or, Mara Machine. e 
I read much during my ole at Glatz, where- 
books were allowed me; time was therefore leſs ted - 
ious : Butowhen the Jove: of liberty awoke, when 
fame andiaffeftion called me to Berlin, and my balked 
hopes painted the-wretchedneſs of my. ſituation; when 


remembered my loved country, judging by appear- 
ances; could: not but pronounce me a traitor; then 


was I hourly impelled to ruſn on the naked bayonets. 
of my guards, by whom to me ee 5 rwe pe wen 


barred. 34 5 60. FILE I } 2 N 2 7 Ty 4 er 9 aten 


Big with ſuch-kike thoughts, e Pros bad e ES 


elapſed; ſince my laſt fruitleſs attempt to eſcape; when. 
an event happened which would; appear incredible, 
were I, the principal actor in the ſeene, not alive to 


atteſt its truth, and might not all Glatz, and the Pruſ« 


ſtan army; be. produced as eye and car witnefles, | 
This incident avill prove that bold, andi even raſh dar- 
ing, will render the moſt improbable» undettakings 
polliblez and that 3 attempts, may often make 
a general more fortunate: and famous, than e e : 
and beſt-concerted plans. 
Major Doo“ came to viſit me, Wire 0 an 
officer of the guard, and an adjutant, After examin- 
eee D N 44s 9 en . ch mae 47 0 
nnn 2 10 | 
Te ſame Doo: 3 of Glatz 8 the 
feven years war; and who-having been jurprifed by Generel 


Laudohn, was nde per oner, which occaſuaned>the loſs % . 


Glatz, Ihe King dr. A uit infamy, and ban 
lm with c I 1764, he. came to; Pienna, her 
I gave him, bing. Ve was by birth» an Italian, a; ſelſiſß, 
N en nen _— the: AG of 


8 een 


* 
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ing every corner of ay chamber, he dd reſſed mes tas. 
ing me with. a fecond: crime in endeavouring to obtain 
my liberty; adding; thus mut contalnl$,incyoaſe. the 
anger > ties dings: s * Nuet! mand waniet, res 

Myblood:boitedav 
patience ; „ b-afbd ho dong the King hack ceddemried, 
me to imprifonment;; he ahfwered, à traifor to his 
country, Who has correſpoirded with theceneniyy can - 
not be condemned . certain time; hut muſt de- 
r grace and pardow on: the King . 


on lchich my eyes had ſome time. been fixed; ſprang 
out of tlie doot, thæe v thio dontinel from deter do 
bottom of the ſtairs, paſted: the guard WHS 
tobe draum up before the ꝓriſon door to reli ve gnard, 
attacked them ford in hand, thre then fuddenly 
inte furpriſe by the marmer in which 1:laid about me, 
wounded four men, made way through the reſt; ſprang 
cso er the breaſt. work of che ramparts, and: with mx 
__ ſword drawn in my Handy immediately leaped 
aſteniſhing height, without reeei the leaſt injury. 
DIS — fafety;- and; — 
Tortune. None of their atms were huaded ; no one 
n _— after me; aucb in order to purſue, they muſt 
che tovm and the gate of the citadel, 
— — full half an hurt 
A ceminel however; in a narrow paſlage; endeav- 
aured to oppoſe my flight hut IPærried his fixechbayo- 


net, and woundet him in the face. & fecond centi- 


"my mean time came fran. the bees fei me 
behind; and/1, to avoid him mads atfpringar the p 
 fadoes;; ROS Fe Was. r 1 — and: 
SS S: received 
ket; SIE FE 14 ; 4 nd Wat: S 1962 © 3s wo 10 
Bae er ee dees many rege, to N. M 
ens -Cieapure of Fonquet, withant bi it Fe 
2 malignant, But kand) and having: debaucheds | his: 
1's daughter, afterwards married. he whenne at) 
Lic goadſ aud ub lug th bir aud fortuna. Ile wan 
—.— 98 defend a fortrefs' avainfts t * 
_— rendered hin "og to e — 


P 


Fm talkat of 


Arche instant; ſnatehed-his ford from: his fidey. 
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4 
* — „ 
* eren with the Butt enck ef their muſ- 
0 — 9 me back” tn priſon, While I ffrug - 
* ied jt ag ſelf like a:man-growndeſyerates 


Certaim it is,;Hhad:]-more cavcfatiy:qumped the pali- 
— hb ro centigel 2 | 
E-right hide efrapeu, and gained the moumtains. Thus 

hr have fed to Bohemia, after having at noon 
day broke: from the fortrefs of Glatz, fprung e 
its e e- its wall, ant N 
üty, in deſpite — — 
ö — —— mr. I fhauld, nat, having a 
{word,.have! - any: fingle opponents, and; was 
able t contend: witht.the 3 — 1 ib r6pLo _ 
That gooch fortune, which had ſo fan attended me, 
$orfobk: m at the palifadoes, where hope was at etl, 
end, The ſeverities of impriſonment were inereaſed 
rwo-eentindls:mdan: underoficer were locked im with 
me, and were themfetves' grrandad by ceminels with 
out: Wat heateri and wounded: by. the butt-caids: %, 
heir muſietsy my right foot was 2 fpit. blood, 
md my wouſids were: not cured in leſs than 4 mon. 
: I'was no firſt informed. the: King hed: only; cans 
demned- me to a 5 gs ander to 
learn Whether his ſuſpicions were welb founded, ps | 
1 for fon ine and ma ; 
Yout hn} remain 4 repro oy 42 
uUbmens for' his raſh —— 200075 1 aa 
Of his I was ignorant, aud it — Diate, me | 
zaprifonsvent Ws for life. E had only thuge weeks 
longer to repino at the loſs of liberty, When I mate 


Wirren 


111 * SED 


nd: this rafls mrempts What muſt the King think 7 Was 

ed he not &bliged to aft with this — How could 
870 prudenee enen, my impatience, thus to riſk a cunſił- | 
N cation, when as certain of receiving freedom, ju- 

2 tHeation, and konour, in three weeks? But, ſuch was 

my adverſe fate, circumſtances all tended to inne 

at- and perſeuute me, Gill an length, 1 gave reaſon to fup» 

e, bpoſe T was a traitor no . 
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effect any thing among diſcoſttented Pruſſian ſoldiers. 
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4 
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twenty men, from the garrifon:regiment, the reſt being: 


their commanders, three of whom were in myintereſt. 
Every thing was prepared; fwords and piſtols were 


Unfortunately, an Auſtrian deſerter to whom : Ni. 
take poſſeſſion of the caſemai e 1 


was my friend, and being in the ſeeret, gave the digs 


guard. He inſtantly farmed his reſolution, leaped 


priſon ; but the iron deor was tog ſtrong, and the, 


Once more, then, was. F in a dungeon arid no nn 
er was I there, than I formed new: projetts ofidaghtc: 
I firſt gained the intimacy of my guards had money, 
and this, with, the compaſſion IL had inſpiredyrmiglit 


Soon had I gained thirty-two men, Who Were ready 
to execute on the firſt ſignal whatever I ſhould com 
mand. Iwo or three excepted, they were unacquaint- 
ed with each other; they conſequently could not all 

be betrayed at a time; and I had choſen the under- 
officer, Nicholai, to head them. ft hi- £96 12970 ien 
The garriſon conſiſted only of ene hundred and 


diſperſed in the country of Glatz, and four officer, 


concealed in an oven, Which was in my priſon. We 
intended to give liberty to all the priſoners, and re- 
tire, by heat of drum, into: Bohemia... 1 or 


cholai had imparted our deſign, went-and.diſcevered 
our . conſpiracy; The Governor inſtantly ſent hag. 
adjutant to the citadel, with orders that the officer on 


guard ſhould arreſt. Nicholai, and with his men, 
Nicholai was one of the guard, and the lirutenart 


nal that all was diſcovered. Nicholai only knewrall 
the conſpirators, ſeveral ob Whom were, that day, n 


into the caſemates, crying, “ Comades, to arms, ge 


e are betrayed 17 all followed to the guardrhouſe, | 
where they ſeized on the cartridges athe-officen hays! 
ing only eight men; 'and::threatening toe on: wha; ; 
ever .thould- offer reſiſtanse, came te deliver meffrm 7 


time too ſhort, forithat-to:: be dempliſhed; « Nieholaky 


calling to me, bid me aid them, but in-v ain and par . 
_ ceiving nothing more could be done fon ne, this brave; 8 


* 


man, heading nineteen others, marched ne e 
2 * | | e | the 


+ 


BARON iTRENCK . 
theiciradel, awhere:there-waz/an-officer and; ten ſold- 


— 

5 | icts, obliged theſe-to-tocompanyrhim, and thus arrived 

ry ſafelycati Braumaus in Sohemiazy! for before the news 
it was ſpreact through che city, and men were collected 
8. for the purſuit, they: were nearly half way on cheir | 
7 e ee D todr bart g ere on ef or fe; | 
4 Iwo years after. met with this extraordinary man 

tr at Ofenboung; -where!;he, was a writer; he entered 
IL :immedaately;intoe my ſervice; and became my friend, 

re but died ſome inonchs flafter; of à burning fever, at 
7 eee Loopy * 
xd. ods for his memory with ever be dear to me 

8 NO WASI. expoſed to all che ſtorms of ene : 
t, A profecution auas entered againiſt me as conſpi 

ſt. tor, who Wanted to corrupt 3 and ſoldiers of 5 
10 the Kings: They commanded me to name the remain- 
Le ing conſpirators ; but to theſe queſtions I made no 
= anſwerg except by ſtedfaſtly deelaring L was an inno- 
n cent priſoner, an officer unjuſtly broken unjuſtiy, 
Ji becauſe i chad never been brought totrial; that con- 


tequently, I was releaſed from all my engagements; 
nor couldcit be thought extraordinary How ſhould | 
avail myſelf of that law of nature, which gives ever 
man a right to defend his honour defamed, and ſeek; 
by every poſſible means 16 regain his, libertycs that | 
luch Had been my {ole purpoſe in every enter riſe'l 
had formed, and ſuch Should uk continue tobe, ſor 
was detetmined un theſpraſhit, till K ſhould eſther 
be crowned with ſucceſs, or loſe my life inthe attempt. 
Ihings thus remained; every precaution, was taken 
except chat Ls not put in irons s it being a law in 
Pruſfia, chat not gentleman! or officer, can be loaded 
with, chains, unleſs herhas firſt; for ſome erime, been 
delivered Over eee ee eee ly, this | 
habknothoeninyeaſesbrr Lok we Tobi 
The ſoldiers were 3 ee W „ 
butithie greateſt all-was I had expendeflall my money, 
and my kind miſtreſs, at Berlin, with whom 1 had 
-atwayggorreſ{panded; and-which my perl ſocutors Wan 
not i eee Tk en 427 3:4 34g 
Caf LES get 2 15 | 3 y 


| 
; 
: 
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i 
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and generally left his marks behind him. 
ſerved in-two regiments, neither of whichwauldaffo- 


by repreſentingthe danger, but ineffectudlly . 


tx! LIN Eon“ 


NY. My tears flow with yours”; ——— is withoin 
„ cemedy-—-I dare mo move==-ofoape if you cand. M 


* Hdleliey-will ever he, the ſume, u hun it: mallebe pef- 
6 ſible) for me to . 
. yu merit a Getter fate? L NIA „ iin 
This letter was a thunderbolt My com 

(ever fel was, that the officers were not ſuſpelted, 


and that it was their duty to viſit my/ chamber feveral 


times a day, and examine what paſſed; from which. 
circumſtance I felt my chopes-fomewhat revive. 
Hence an adwontute huppenedy whichiis almoſt un- 


exampled in edles of Angle etre. rt Et bn 


 A'lentenant; whoſe name W˖äas Bach, a Dane by na- 


tion, mounted guard every fourth day, and was the 


terror of the Whole. garriſon; for heing a perfect maſ- 
ter Of arms, he was incellantly involy6d in in 
He had 


ciate with him for this reaſon, and he had been ſent to 


_the garriſon regiment at Glatz, as a puniſiment. 


Bach, one day, ſitting beſide me, related how the 


evening before, he had wounded a lieutenant, of the 


name of Schell, in the arm. replied, laughing, had 
I my liberty, 1 believe you would find ſome trouble 
in wounding me, fer I have ſome fkill in the ſwond. 
The blood inſtantiy flew in his! face; we bplit-ioffia 


kind of pair of foils from am old door, Wich had ſer- 


ved me as a table, and at he firſt lunge, Thit him on 
the breaſt. 
His rage W ungovennable and ke left the pril. 

on. What was my aſtoni 

ter I ſaw him 3 with two ſoldiers“ words, which 
he had concealed under his coat. No, then, ho- 
ter, prove ſaid he, giving me one of r 5 
cethou art able to do. I endeavouredite»p him 
5 At- 
tacked me with the ere fury and- L  woundet uin 
in the arm.. 1 
| th his booth dow, hs! now ne m 
neck, kiſſed me, and . At lengthy, after ſnme 


JT  convulkive 


iſhment; when a moment af- 
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convilfive emotions '6f Pleafure, *%e Lad, Prien 

60 4 thow ar my maſter; ard thor Kb, cut a, by 
my aid, obtain UyHberty, as Cettai 4.4540 namt & 
Bach.“ We bound wp His arm as welds We could. 

He left me, und robs Bebe ues eon; tO have it 
; prope rly dreſſed, and at nig ut 18 0. ad IT 
Re now retharked hat if WAS Puig imp ble 1 
{hvutd eſcape; unlets the officer on guard fo ould de- 
fert with me; chat he wikked nothing wort arftently 
than to ſacrifite his life ft thy bebafl, bur that Ee 
could wot refolye ſb fat ta forge his bolidur and any 7 

as to defert hirbſelf, Hhffe olf 6 17 = He nütwitk 
ſtanding; gave mit his Word Of l. font he Gould find 
me uch 2 perfon, in à few days; and tharin the 
mean time he would prepare every th fg for e | 
He returned the fame evening, el 0 With Kitt 


Lieutenant Schell, and as he entercdl Tak “ Here 18 
© your man. ** Schell embraced ne gave 11s word of 
honor, and thus was the affair Tetthed, ard as it Prov. 
ed, my liberty aſcettain ed. 
We now began to deliberate on tis means belegt 
to obtain ottr purpoſe. Schell was juſt come from 
garriſon at Habelſchwert th the eitadel of Glatz, and 
in two days was to mount guard over me, till when, 
our attempt Was ſuſp ended. I have before (did, I re- 
ceived no more ſup! {ties from my beloved 11 1 
and my purſe at 1 4 ſent, only contained ſome {ix p 
toles. It was therefore tg led, that Bach ſhould 
to Scliveeitits, and obtain money of a ſure friend G 
mine in that city. | 
Here muſt I infotm the reader that, at this time, the 
| officers and I, all underſtood each other, Captain Rod- 
er alone excepted, who was exact, e and gave 

trouble on all Occaſions. e | 
Major Qüaadt was my kinſman, by my 8 8 1 5 0 | 
a good frien ly man, and ardently defirous I ſhould 1 
a being my calamities Were now fo much 1 in- ; 


er caſed | 


ws ſhall 6 give a farther account, in my Nar rative, of this 
man EN will eh * and 8 ling reade 7 


rr. ²˙ KK — EDS As 8 
£ : 1 1 
5 1 * 4 7? 
1 4 P . 
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_ creaſed, The four lieutenants, who ſucceſſively : 


mounted guard over me, were Bach, 1 Lu- 
nitz, and Schell. The firſt, was. the grand Proje For, 
and made all the preparations ;. Schell was to deſert 
with me; and Schroeder and, Lunitz, three days 


after, were to follow. ., . 7 
No-one ought to be ſurpriſed that deer N garri- 


ſon regiments ſhould be ſo ready to deſert. They are 
in general men of violent paſſions, quarrelſome, over- 


whelmed with debts, or unfit for ſervice, They, are 


generally ſent to garriſon as a puniſhmq t., and 
are called the refuſe of the army. - Diflatishe with 


their fituation, their pay reduced, and deſpiſed by the 


troops, ſuch men expecting advantage e, may be We 
to engage in thè moſt deſperate undertaking. None 
of them can hope for their Aide pag. _ live 
in the utmoſt poverty. They all hoped b means, 
to better their fortune, I always: having 18 money 


enough; and with money, nothing is more caſy, than 
to. find fr iends, in places where each individual i is de- 


ſirous of eſcaping from ſlaver. 
The talents of Schell were of a . order ; * he 


| ſpoke and wrote ſix languages, and was well eint 


ed with all the fine arts. He had ſerved in the re 
ment of Fouquet; had been injured by his colonel, 
Who was a Pomeranian, and Fouquet, who, Was no 
friend to well informed officers, had ſent him ta a 
garriſon regiment. He had twice demanded his. dil. 
miſſion, but the King ſent him to this ſpecies, of 1 . 


priſonment; ; he then determined to avenge himſe f 


by deſerting, and was ready to aid me in Kaen 
my freedom, that he might thereby, ſpite. E ouguet 
1 ſhall ſpeak more hereafter, of this extraord ligary 


man, that 1 may not, in this, place, interrupt my 


ſtory. We deteynined every thing ſhould, be prepar- 


ed againſt the firſt time Schell mounted guard, a 
that our project ſhould be executed on the nex 


Thus, as he mounted guard every, four 1 the 
eighth v was to be. at of our Big * 
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This man had 
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The Governor, meantime, mad been nformid/hew 
fm I was become with the officers, at which, 


taking offence, he ſent orders that my doors ſhould no 


more be opened, but that I ſhould”, receive my food ; 
through a ſmall window, that had been made for that 


purpoſe. The- care of the priſon Was committed to 


the major, and he Was forbidden to cat with me, un- | 


der pain of being broken. 
Mis precautions were ineffectual; 7 "the ineo pro- 


cured a mise key, and rene wich me half the day 


and ni ht. 
Bebe my 


he obtaind a commiſſion in his couſin's regiment, who 


having prevailed on him to ſerve as a ſpy, during the 


campaign of 1744, he was taken in the Pruſſian ter- 
ritories, known, and condemned to be hanged 


Soine Swediſh volunteers, who were then in the 
army, intereſted themſelves in his behalf, and his ſen- 
tence was changed to perpetuas impriſonment, with a 


{ſentence of infamy. 


This wretch, who, 90 years after, by hin vrothld. 
ors, not only obtained his liberty, but a lieutenant- 
colonel's commiſſion, was then the ſecret ſpy of the 


major over the priſoners; and here marked that, not- 


withſtanding the expreſs prohibition laid on the offi- 
_ cers, they ſtill paſſed the Frome part of their time in 


my company. 


The 24th of Deceinber came, and Schell W 
guard. He entered my priſon immediately, where 
he continued a long time, and we made our arrange 


ments ſor fight: when he next ſhould mount guard. 


Lieutenant Schroeder, that day, dined Lich the 
Governor, and heard orders given to the adjutant that 
Schell ſhould be _ agony guard, ee "_ under . 


arreſt. 30 


Schroeder, whe was in the: ſeertt: had FAY doubt 1 ; 
that wel Mere betrayed, not Knowing that the ſpy 
Dang had informed the n that 2 Was 
then in my chamber. | e 7 


N 
D 


my gebe. was that of Cipiaith Damnitz. 
ferted from the Pruſſian ſervice, with 
the men belonging to his company, to Auſtria, where 


— 


LS 

—— 
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Sphroeder, full of terror, came r 0 

£ tel, and leid ta Schell, * Save thyfclf, friend; albis 
bt . 1 e and Wan wü i —_— 971 BR eures . 

| "a9 


; bk 


ell might ny. he 


. ying ſir 

es, 5 one of which he him p 

him into Bohemia. | cr 
How did this worthy man, in a moment 10 dangar- 

aus, aft towards his friend. 7 2 Atbik T 


Running ſuddenly. into my priſon, y 5 drew, 2 ger 
poral's ſabre, from under his coat, and ſaid. Rxiend, 
0 we are betrayed, follow. me, only de hat rs A 
* ta fall alive into. the hands of my enemies, 

I I would. have SHOE but, interrupting ! a 
taking me by the hand, he added, © F allow. ..3 7 — 

** have nat, a moment ta loſs”, WY therefors ; 

my coat and epi yeithout having time 19 3 the 

little money: I bad | oily aid, as; We went gut fete 

pr! :{an, Schell ſaid to the e,.ccatinel, I am 1 
Priſoner into the officer apartment ; Rap whe J 
+6 you are. 

Int this 309m ue really Vent but paſſad out at the 
othef dor. The gelign of Schell was tn. 0 under 
the dene which was not far off, to. gain the, 
cred Way l1tap t- the paliſadazs, auc. aft . o ſcap 


the belt WC might. 7 11 WY 191. * 2415388 8 $1 
We had ſcarcely. gone 1 TY hundred: pacęs beſoe We. 
met the adjutant an Major Q QAuaadt. r ws 


My ſtarted back, ſprang upon the 1 0 


aaped from the wall, which was there not very hi 

l 2 zuck alichted unhurt, except having, graae 
my ſhoulder. My: PAY friend was nos 0 * — 
_ haying put gut his zusle. - He immecdlistely drew his, 
(ward, preſented it 0 Mey, 3nd begged. me to diſpateh 

tim, and fly. He was a fal weak man hut, fan 
from complying with his requeſt, I. took him in ww 


arms, threwhitn. over-the-palifadags. afterwards got 


him OA ALY. hack, and.hegan-to. Fong without, very walle | 


knowing which n 1 rere eu 9 U N 


5 5 my. v * : py s 
* vc 4 75 4 754 0 42295 of . 2 21 {6 = 
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It may not be unnete 
nate circumſtances 225 favoured our enterpriſe. 


© The ſun had juſt ſet as we took toiftight'; the hoar 
froſt fell. No one would run the fame riſk we? had 
done, by making ſoxdangerous leap, We heard a 
terrible noſe! behind us. Every body knew us; but 
before they could go round the citadel, and through 
the ton, in . Ab 6, "We had 3 a fall Halt . 


lee Sq +5 : 
The n erer grell r we were a than 
dred paces di 


terrified, knowing that in ſuch eaſes it was generally 


impoſlible to eſbape from Glatz, unleſs the fugitives TR 
had got the ſtart full two hours before the alarm guns 
were fired; the paſſes being immediately all ſtopped . 


by the peaſants and huſſars, who are exceedingly vig- 


ilant. No ſooner is a priſoner miſled than the gunner 
runs from the guard-houſe, and fires the cannon on 
the three ſides of the fortreſs, Which are Ropes ens 


day and night, for that purpoſe, 11+ 


We were not five hundred: paces cant the walls, | 
when all before us and behing us were in motion. It 
was day. light when we leaped, yet was our attempt as 


fortunate as it Was wonderful; this J attribute to 7 
preſence of mind, and the reputation I had already ac 
quired; which made it thought a ſervice of aer for 


two or three men to attack me. #* $447 9-4 


 Ivbwastbefde; imagined we were ene with 


arms for our desu and it was little ſuſpected that 


Schell had only his ſword, and: 1 an r old: a9 rv bo — 


bre. 5 8 15 3 „ 


| Among the officers wht to purſue us, was 
Lieutenant Bart, my intimate friend. 
of the regiment-of Fouquet; who —— teſtißed | 

the kindneſs of a:brother towards me, met: us on the 


aptain Zerbſt, 


Bohemian frontiers; and called to me, make tothe 


left, brother, and you will ſee ſome lone houſes, which _ 


are on the Bokemiztr: confines ; the huſſars have rode 


Rraight forward/? He then paited _—_ as n OW. 


hen u US. 2 18715 1 + bs * : 5 a 


MI OO ey SEE We 


& 


Ty to | remark ' thoſe" fortu- 


Pat which my friend was very much 
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We hack nothing to fear from the offivers; gor the>in- 
tinkarpit the Pru ſſian army was, at that time: fog 
and the word off hanour ſo facrei that during ty rig- 
orous detention at Glatz, I had been orice fix nnd 
thirty hours hunting at Neurada, atthe ſdattof Baran: 
Still friede g Lunita hab taken my place inthe ptifony; 
which the major knew when he came to male histwiſ. 
16 Hence may be gathered how great Was then. 
dence in which the word of the unfortunate Trank 
was hekd at Glats ; ſince they did not fear dettingʒ him 
leave his dungeon, and humt on the very confadsef 
Bohemia. This ſhews the Governor Was deceived, 
in deſpite af his watchfulheſa and orders and that a 
man of honour, with money, and à ane Head arull 
heart, will never want friends e 
Theſe my memoirs will be the Pian of what the | 
national character then Was; and veilb prove” that, 
it h Officers who lived like brothers, and heit they 
words fo facred, the great Bredexic well. owes. raed 
quith his enemies. lan of ae 73 3 6girbbiE vo | 
Arxbitrary power has eee hays whip/ of 
 Yavery, and mechanic: fubordination has eradicated 
theie noble and rational incitements-«te concord and 
honour. Inftead of theſe, miſtruſt and ſlaviſh fear 
have arifen, the enthufiaſtic ſpirit of the Brandenherg 
Warriondechnes, arid into this res TIP 
other European ftates fallen. 015 3013720 
Scarcely had I borne. my bind ed enge 
ces tron I fat him down, and looked round me, but 
darkneſs came on ſo faſt chat J could ſee neither town 
nor citadel; worten we e ourſelves could not be 
een. De at os adcstioramtyaial 
My preſence of wan did not ſorſake me: Denth or 
freedom was my determination. Where ure we; 
Schell ? Said I ta my friend. Where does, Bohemia 
ie p On which ſide is the river Neis d Fhe worthy 
man could make no anſwer, his mind was all coufu 
hon, and he deſpaired of our eſcapa : He ſtill, hom: 
ever, entreated I would:nots let him be taken! alive, 
| and affir med my labour Was 805 in vain. ER —4 81 
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— — by all that. es ed, £ 
ere — moan death if no her 
means Were left, raiſedt his ſpirits, he looked 
round, and /knew:by met tees, wh were not-far: rm 
the city gates. I aſked; bim, Whede is the: Nets?! by 
pointed ſide ways Glatz has ſren us ff tear 
_ the aden mountains zit is impoſſihſle we ſhould 
avoid tbe huſſars, the paſſes being all guarded, and 
( heſet — 80 ſaying; I tank him on 
my ſhoulders, and carried him to the Neiſs : Here wr 
diſtinctly heard the alarm ſounded in the willages, and 
tba peaſants, who likewiſe} were to form the line of 
deſertion, wert every where in motion, and ſpreadinz 
the alapm. As it may not be known to all my readers — 
in what: manner they proceed, on cheſe 3 AY 
| Prufnn, I wilt here give a ſhort account of it. 
Officers are daily named on the parade, whoſe 
| tistabollow fu gitives, as ſoon as the alarm guns are fn 
Y The peaſamwn in the villages, likewife; are Ahe 
point to run to the: guard of certain paſts. 
officers immediately Sy-taitlieſs: poſts, to fee chat tbe | 
peaſants. do their duty, and prevent the proſoper's. &&- 

_ cape. Thus does it feldom happen that à folder can 
55 effect huis e ſcape, unleſs he be, at the very leaſt, an 
15 hour om bis road before the alarm guns are fed. er 

I no return Gt Amn ühlt :?L 
I came to the ; which wana Arte frozen, en- 
reredctrwith my wry" amd: carried him as along aa 
1 —— rs cauld not fee} the bottom, 
 which-was net for more than eighteen feet, he: clung 
reund me, and thus e got fafely o the other fore. 
My father taught all his ſons to ſwim, for which EL. 
have often had to thank him; ſee by means ef this 
art, which is eaſily learnt' in childhood, I had on vari- 
ous octafions;-preſerveilmy liſe, and was. more bold in 
danger. Princes, Who wiſh to make their ſubjects 
foldzers, houtd-haverthems educated-fo as to fear new | 
ther fire nor: water. How: great would be the advante | 
age of being able to crofs, with» whole, battalions, 
when it is neceffany-/$0.attack; or retreat pefore the 
enemy, and time will not R to virpare- . 7 


% 
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he reader will eaſily ſuppoſe ſwimmirig in tlie 
midſt of December; and remaining afterwards èigh- 
teen hours in the open air, was 4 ſevetstherdfhiipe 
About ſeven o'clock the hoar fog was ſatcceded by 
froſt and ee ur, The \carrying of- my 7 frientt 
kept me warm; it is true but I began' to be tired 
while he ſuffered ever) ihing that froſt, the paintof 4 
diſlocated foot, © which I in vain pure dent proves re 
det, and the danger of death, from a thoufand Hands; 
| could inflict. . C $44 rer nn AN 15 en: 
We were fomowhavimote' tran quit howeves, hav. 
ing reached the oppoſite” ſhore of the Neiſs, ſince no. 
| would purſue us on the od to Silefiaa I fol- 
towed the courſe of che river for halfn hour; and 
having once paſſed chefſirſt villages that formed the 
line of deſertion, w with which Schell was Perfectly ac. 
quainted, we in a lucky moment found a fiſnerman's 
boat moored to the ſnore; into this we err 
the river again, and ſoon gained the mountains. 
Here being come, we ſat ourſelves dow while on | 
whe ſnow'; hope” "revived! in our hearts, and we held 
eouncil concerning how it Was beſt to act. I cùt a 
ſtick to aſſiſt Schell in hoping forward, as well as he 
could, when I was tired 7 ppt e bim and thus 
we continued our route, the ifficulties of ev 
were increaſed by the mountain noõẽõs. 
Thus paſſed tlie night; during Which, u doe mid. 
die in ſnow, we made — There were no 
Paths to be traced in the mountains, and ti wad 
x1 many places impaſſable; Day at length appeared: 
We thought Oourſelves near the «frontiers; wich are 
twenty Engliſh miles from Glatz, When we fuddenly, 
to our great terror, heard the city clock ſtrike. - 
Overwhelmed as we were by hunger; cold fatiguey” 
and pain, it Was impo ſſible e ſhould hold out through” 
the day. After ſome ceonfideration , and another half 
| hour's labour we came to a village, at the foot of the 
mountain, on the- ſide of Which, about three hundroe#: 
paces from us, we perceived two re houſes, 
ya 7 us 8 err chat was Tick 
$1 11547 . 7: 3.18 an 
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We loſt gur hats a Jeoapire thexampants; but Leben 
of prelſęrved his- ſcaxf ang gorget, en- would give 
him authority. among he, prsſants ,., „ om 

IJ then, gut my fingen, Iuhbed th ien ov’ af; 
face, y birt; agg.my; O, and .bound:up :my . heads 
tg... hos nes me 4:81 . t ee reer 
way Haid ot | $3565 UI 

An, this aldi i caries Schell to. the end of the 
god nc ger ram hefe honſess Bere he tied and 
behind my packe but ſe hat I could eaſily qiſe 
them in caſe of need; and hobbled aſter We, by: ITS | 
has ſtaff, calling fos Help. 1 vo n Hon wot by 

Io old peaſants,appeared, and Schell commanded 
them ig zun 30 the village, tell a: magiſtrato o come 
immediately with a cart. ] have ſeized this knave, 
1 has killed my horſe, and, in the ſtruge 
| ꝓht on my ele; however, I have wounded 
1 und him; My! quickly, bring a t. leſt * 
© ſhoulgl gie before) he is hanged. ] A z % bor, 

As for me, I ſuffered myſelf to be les” as if half 
dead, into the houſe. A peafant was: Aiſpatcded. to 
the village, - An old woman, and a, pretty girl ſeems 
ed to take, great pity on M, and gnve: wei ſema. bread 

and milk! hut hew.gregt was our aſtoniſhmient when 
the aged peaſant gallad Schell hychie names. andetold 
him he well knew e wre deſerters, having the, night 
before been F where the af. 
ficer in purſuit of us, came: named and de ſctibed us, 
and gelatad tha whole hiſtorꝝy af our flight. The pra» 
ant 2 3 — hi com- 
WN, An onten Apgken han Was war- 
tered ab Habengchwerz. 4 n! iin? ez o Nl 

Preſenes uf mind, ant xrſolatiap, was all Hat wary $32 

naw teft.--J;joGantly, ran ta the Nable, while Schell 
detained: the praſantiin the chamber. Wa, however; 
WAS: u Warth an, and directed him the read towards 
Bohemia. We were ſtill, but about ſame. ſeven miles 
from Glatz mg loft eupſelyes /ambog.the. moun · 
owhire! ave Had wandered: many bes. The 
cake large 1 lr e 2 : 
. ſta Se 
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able, but no bridles. 1 eonjured her: 1 in-the mo 
{honate- manner, to aſſiſt me: She Was affellech 
derer! half willing to follow me, and gave me the 
two bridles. 1 led the horſes to the door, called 
Schell, and helped him, with his lame leg, on horſe 
back. The old peaſant then began to weep, and beg 
I would not take his horſes ; ; but he luckily: neo. 
- courage, and perbaps, the will to impede us ; for, with 
a ſingle dungfork, in our then feeble condition, he 
might have ſtopped us long eue to have called in 
| aſſiſtance from the village. 5 
And now behold us on horſeback; without hath avi 
faddles; Schell with his uniform ſcarf and gorget, and 
I in my red body guard coat. Still were we in dan- 
ger of ſeeing all our hopes vaniſh, for my horſe would 
not ſtir from the ſtable : However; at laſt, good horſe- 
man like, I made him move: Schell led the. Way, ana 
| we had ſcarcely gone a hundred paces before we per- 
2 the Peaſants coming” in ce, from e vil- 
+ - 4 ll 
Wy kind fortune would 1 it, e BER were all | 
at church, it being a feſtival ; the east nts Schell had 
rob were obliged to call - aid out of church. It was 
but nine in the morning; and had the peaſants nan 
at home, we had been loſt without hope. 
Wia were obliged to take the road to Wunſhelber 185 
ant paſs through the town where Schell had been 
uartered a month before, and every body knew bim. 
85 dreſs, without hats or ſaddles; ſulficiently. pro- 
claimed We were deferters : Gur horſes, lo 
N continued to go tolerably well, and we had the good 
luck to get through the town, although there Was a 
garriſon of one hundred and eighty Tinfantry, and 
twelve horſe, purpoſely to 'arreſt deſerters. Schell 
knew the road to Brummem, Where we ' arrived at 
eleven o'clock, after Having 70 as I before e | 
ed, Captain Zerbſt. e en 
He r be dicks im the eme tuatidn aan 
g ine ou never can deſeribe, all th 
| . * ben, e 1 
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who. by his own ,endeayours, has broken his chains, 


He 
moſt pure, could not be able fingly to do juſtice to a 
i e er 200; ens 
Never did 1, during life, feel pleaſure more exquil- 
ite than at this moment. My friend, for me, had ed 5 
a ſhameful death, and now, after having carried him at 
leaſt twelve hours on my ſhoulders, I have both ſaved 
him and myſelf. We certainly would not have , ſuf- | 
fered any man to carry us alive again to Glatz. Yet 
this was but the firſt act of the tragedy of Which I was 
doomed” che hero, and. the, mournful incidents of 
which, alt zroſe out, and depended pn, each other! | 
Could 1 have read the book of fate, and have ſeen 
the forty years fearful afflictions that wege to follow, 
I certainly ſhould not have rejoiced at this my eſcape 
from Glatz. One year's patience might have appeaſ- 
cd the irritated monarch, and taking 'a. retroſpett of 
all that has paſſed, I now find it would have been a 
fortunate, circumſtance, had the. good and faithful 
Schell IG et 2K „ ſince he alſo fell into a train 
of misfortunes Which 1 ſhall. hereafter relate, and 


© 
. 


% * 
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from Which he could never extricate himſelf but by 
death, The ſufferings which I have ſince undergone, 
will Pe read with aſtoniſhment.” OO 
It is my conſolation that the laws of honor and na- 


1 
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tare, both juſtify the action, I may ſerve as an ex- 


* 


28 n,, iin 1 
ample of the n WI which danger ought to be 


encountered, and ſhew monarchs that, in Germany, 
as well as in Rome, chere are men who refuſe to 
crouch beneath the yoke of deſpotilm, and that philoſ. 
ophy and reſolution. are ſtronger than even thoſe | 


* 


2 9 i enn. ee Ert rr 
lords of Haves, with all their threats, whips, tortures, 
and "ar2{tr1 * "47 g b S 1 — = # | * 3 3 Lo 1 ay : 40 hb 0 
ae PRenty of death. Ae Th S5c oft 20 e 
b e 2 | $4 15 "I, * . 8p. x "OE f © In 
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In Pruſſia, y fafferings might have made 
ne fap ie wh of trajtörs, is my innöcencd 
_wirivetfally' acknowledged y'and, mtext of 1 
mere Nee 1 gained che Tove ef the WhoR 
Wick the eſt 6 ation for all the its BY 
8 Ard hob "having! preſeaved kth — vi 
principles tau ee Muy Gutkr, Perk ef 
. 8 by envy, and masteious Wer I Have 1 
time further to Moralize; the Ae incidents of a 
my life, would otherwiſe Fell theſe volumes to ro 
+ on iert 
Fits; in freedom, at Riſunü; on the Babel 
fontieks, 1 ſent the t hörſes, with the cor! zoral's 
Tword; back to General Fouquet, at Glatz. The let: - 
ter accompanying them was ſo pleaſing to him that all 
the centinels, before my priſon door, as well as the 
ard under 1 55 and all thoſe we aſſed, were ob- 
iged to run the gauntlet, although che very day he- 
fore he had Himſelf, declared myeſcape was now ren- 
dered impoſſible. He, however, was deceived; and 
thus do the mean revenge themſelves on the miſera. 
ble, arid the tyrant on the innocent. 
And now, for the firſt time, did I quit my country, 
aid fly, me Joſeph from the pit, into which his falſe 
| brethren had caſt him: And, in this the preſent mo- 
ment of joy for my eſcape, the Joſs even of Kriens and and 
country” appear {to me the excels of good fortune. | 
The tfates which had been purchaſed by the blood 
of my fore-fathers, were confifcated; and thus was 4 
youth, of one of the nobleſt families in the land, whoſe 
heart was all zeal for the ſervice of his king and coun- . 
try, and who was among thoſe moſt capable to render 
them ſervice, baniſhed hy this unjuſt and miſled King, | 
and treated like the'worſt of mifcreants, malefaftors, . 
and traitors: es | 
'T wrote to the King, ind ent him a true tate of my 4 
caſe: Tent infliibitable proofs of my innocence, and 
fupplicated juſtice, hut received no anſwer. . . 
In this the monarch may be juſtified, at leaſt in 100 : 
apprehenſion, A wicked man bad malicioufly ant” 
falſely ROOTS me ; Colonel Jaſchinſły 8 mad 
him 
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BARON TRENCK. - 61 
bim ſuſpe& me for a traitor, and it was impoſſible he 
ſhould read my heart. The firſt act of injuſtice had 
been haſtily committed; I had been condemned un- 
Heard, unjudged, and the injuſtice that had been done 


me was known too late; Frederic the Great found lie 


was not infallible, Pardon 1 would not aſk, for I had 
committed no offence; and the King would not prob- 
ably own, by a reverſe Sf conduct, he had been guil- 


ty of injuſtice. My reſolution increaſed his obſtinacy y; 


but, in the diſcuſſion of the cauſe, our. power Was very 
unequal. gas | : * 


* 


The monarch once really loved me; he meant my 


baſe cunning; he could only be told that, rather than. 


62 Tye L I F E or, 


Thus deceived, and ſtrengthened in his ſuſpicions, 
mult he not imagine my deſire to forſake my country, 
and go over to the enemy, was unbounded ? How 
could he do otherwiſe than. impriſon a ſubje&, who 
thus endeavoured to injure him, and aid his foes ? 
Thus, by the calumnies of wicked men, did my cruel 
deftiny daily become more ſevere ; and at length ren- 
dered the deceived manarch; irreconcilable — cruel. 
Vet how would it be ſuppoſed that would I not will- 


* * 


ingly have remained three weeks longer in priſon, to 


hab been honourably reſtored to liberty; to have pre- 
vented the confiſcation of my eſtate; and to have 
ance more returned to my beloved miſtreſs at Berlin? 
| 15 now was I, in Bohemia, a fugitive, ſtranger, 
without money, prote&tor, or friend, and only Wen. 
een we io hr tires tens. 
In the campaign of 1744, 1 had been quartered, at 
Braunau with a weaver whom I adviſed and affiſted 
to bury his effefts, and preſerve them from being 
plundered. The worthy man received us with joy 
5 and gratitude. I had lived in this ſame, houſe, but 
_ two years before, as abſolute maſter of him and his 
1 fate, I had then nine horſes and five ſervants, With 
the higheſt and moſt favourable; hopes of futurity : 
But now I came a fugitive, ſeeking protection, and 


£ 
* 2 


1 " 2 


KW  ' I had but a ſingle louis d'or in my purſe, and chell 
; _ forty kreutzers, or ſome three thillihgs With this 
| ſmall ſum, in a ſtrange country, we had to cure his 

ſprain, and provide for all our wants. 
I was determined not to go to my couſin Trenck, at 

Vienna, fearful this ſhould ſeem a juſtification of all 
my imputed treaſons; I rather wiſhed to-erphark for 
the Eaſt Indies, than to have recourſe to this expelli- 
ent. The greater my delicacy was, the greater be- 

came my driſtreſs. I wrote to my miſtreſs at Berlin, 
buͤt received no anſwer; poſhbly, -becauſe. I could 
not indicate any certain mode of conveyance. My 
mother believed me guilty, and e my 
brothers were ſtill minors, and my friend, at Schweid- 
nit, could not aid me, being gone to ee 
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my watch, With his ſcarf and Gores to Tupply our 
1 


tir ve oh FFF 
This may be called the firſt ſcene in which I ap- 
pears as an adventurer, and perhaps my good for- 


tu 
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| 1 — . — 13 8 r 70 
After three weeks abode at Braunau, my friend re- 


covered of his lameneſs. We had been obliged to ſell 


neceſſities ; and had only four florins remaining - 


From the public papers I learnt, my coulin, the | 


Auſtrian Trenck, was at this time. cloſely confined, 
and under criminal proſecution, It will eafily be 


imagined what effect this news had upon me. 


Lo 


' 3. ai 4.09 5 3 ” 1 , n 3 
Never till now, had I felt any inconvenience from 


poverty ; my wants had all been amply fupplied, 
and I had ever lived among, and Been highly loved 


now deſtitute, Without aid, an 
feek employment, er obtain fame. 


At length I determined to travel on foot to Pruffis, | 
to my niother, and obtain money from her, and after- 


ward enter into the Ruſſian fetvice. Schell, whoſe: 


deferters; we left Braunau on the 21ſt of January; in 


the evening, unſeen of any perſon, and proceeded to- 
Wards Bilitz; in Poland. A friend I had at Neurode, 


and eſteemed by, the firſt — 1 1 dry 1 was 
1 undetermined how to 


deſliny was linked to mine, wolild not forſabe m.. 
We aſſumed falfe names: I called myſelf Rnert, and 
Schell, Leſch; then obtaining paſſports, like common 


gave me a pair of pocket piſtols, # muſket; and three 


Aucats : The money was ſpent at Brauhau. Here let 


me take occaſion to rewark, I had lent this friend in 


urgent neceſſity; a hundred ducats; which he ſtill 
—— nl 


owed me; and, hen ] fent to requeſt” 
returned me three, as if I had aſked charity, | 
Though a circumſtantial deſeription of bur travels 


would alone ll # volume, Þ ſhall only relate the moſt 


ſingular accidents which happene@ to us; IMhall alfa 


came to ſee me at Aix-la Chapelle, after an abſence of 


Oo 


ane m 


22 * 


ay even have overbalanced the: bad, ſince I 


have eſcaped death full thirty times, when the chan- | 
bi ; AR ILL l * | 1 * ww : b £1 34 


_ inſert! the jourtvab of our route, which my friend 
Sehell had preſerved, and gave me in 1996, when Ke 
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ces ere at leaſt a hundred to one ind me ; Cer- 

tain 110 is I undertooł many things, i in which I ſeemed 
e owed my preſervation | to the very raſhneſs of 

the action, and in LIEN as A'S: brate, Varig 

have found death... 
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Of ranch on foot, yon 1 in A Bohemia, through 
Bilite, i in Poland, to Meſerit a. and from Meferitz, by 
Horn, to Elbing 78 in the whole, 169 mare,” ee | 

_ without begging, or 'ftealing Ns -. | 


2; „ Jan. 18, 1747. From en Ms Politz, to Na- 
chod, threw miles, we having three florins, forth 
kreutzers in our purſe, , 

Jan. 19. To Neuſtadt. Here Schell e his 
uniform far an old coat; and a jew. gave him two 
florins fifteen kreutzers j in exchange; from hence we 
wenk to Reichenau; in all three miles tf 

an, 20. We went. to Leutomiſchel, five miles. 
Here 1, bought a loaf: hot out of the oven, which eat- 


. 1 


e 


ing greedily, had: nearly cauſed my death. This oblig- 


ed us to reſt a day, and the extravagant charge of the 


(a2, TOR, Taba t Zuni. in 1 ; 


landlord al moſt emptied our qc 1 ota cs b 


four miles. 1 (> 3003 $1534.34 


Jan. 238. "To. Fe fix how This day's 


journey exceſſively fatigued poor Schell; his ee | 


ed ancle being ſtill extremely weak, -:  - e 5 of 
Jan. 24. To. Leipnitz, four miles; in >crep aw, 
and with empty Aomachs. Here I ſold. my: | Rock: 
; buckle for four florins. 51 ik ba 
Jan. 23. To: Freyberg,. hy Weiſkirch to Bus - 
Wo herker. mee in bane morning we! n | 


* The PIR: 1 n 25 5 e 
males, and this variation appears. to depen on tlie i 


vance e,, the people, and on the roads being in ſome plac 


bit little frequented, Tt ſeems probable,, the Baron and 
his i fr rieud might travel about 800 N mile. e 
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violin and caſe on the road; the innkeeper in Weif. 
kirch gave us two florins for it, on condition chat he 
mould return it to the owner, on proving his right, 
it being worth, at. leaſt, went. 

Jan, 26. To Freideck, in Upper Sileſia, two miles. 
Jan. ir To a village, four miles and a half. 
Jan. 28. Through Scotſcha, to Bilitz, three miles. 
This was the laſt Auſtrian, town on the frontjeryol 5 
Poland; and. Captain Capi, of the regiment of Mariſ- 
chall, who commanded the garriſon, demanded our 
paſſports, We had falſe names, and called ourſelves 
common, Pruſſian deferters ; but a drummer, who had 
deſerted from Glatz. knew, us, and betrayed us to; the 


r Way rraden arreſted us very rudely, 
and ſent us on foot to Teſchin, refuling us a Heating 
four angie dint; e er get 


Here we found Lieutenant Colonel Baron Schwar- 
zer, a perfectły worthy. man, who was highly intereſt- 
ed in aur. behalf, and who blamed- tlie irregular arbi- 
trary conduct of Captain, Capi. I frankly related my 
adventures, and he uſed every poſſible argument t9 
perſuade me, "inſtead of continuing my Journey 

_ through Poland, to go to Vienna; but in vain. ; my 
good genius, this time, preſerved me: Would to God 
it had ever! How many miſeries had. I then avoided 

and how eaſily might I have cſcaped the ſnares ſprea 

for me by the Powerful; who have ſcized on my prop- 
erty, and, in order to ſecure it, have hitherto render- 

ed me uſeleſs to the ſtate, by-depriving, me of all poſt 

1 


1 returned therefore a ſecond time to Bilitz, travell- 
| ing theſe four miles once more. Schwarzer lent us 

his on horſe, and four ducats, which have fince re- 
aid, but-which I ſhalk never forget, as they were of 
ignal ſervice to me; and. procured. me. a pair of new. 
CO % Ce CG 
Irritated' againltCaptain Capi, we palſed through 
Bilitz without ſtopping, went immediately. to Biala, 
the firſt town in Poland, and from thence, I ſent, Ca- 
di a challenge to fight me, with {word or piſtol, but 
/ den er oyo 
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received no anſwer; and his non app earance has ever 
confirmed him in my opinion a raſcal. 8 810 
And here ſuffer me to take a retroſpectiue view of 
what was my then ſituation. | By the orders of Capi, 

I was ſent. priſoner as a contemptible common'deſert- 
er, and was unable to call him. to account. In Po- 
land, indeed, L had that power; but was deſpiſed. as a 
vagabond; becauſe of my poverty... What, alas I are 
the advantages which the love of honor, ſcience, cour- 
age, or deſire of fame can beſtow, wanting the means 
that ſhould introduce us to, and bid us walk eref in 

preſence of, our equals? Youth, depreſſed by pover- 
ty, 18 robbed of the ſociety of thoſe, who, beſt can af - 
ford example and inſtruttion. 1 had lived familiar 

' with the great; men of genius had formed and: enlight- 

ened me; I had been enumerated'among the favourt 
ites of a court; and. no was I a; ſtr; my , unknown, 
uneſteemed, nay, contemned, obliged. = endure the 
extremes of cold, hunger, and thirſt ; z to wander ma- 

ny a weary mile. ſuffering both in body and mi 
while every ſtep led me farther from her whom moſt. 
1 loved, and: deareſt ; yet had I no fixed plan, no cer- 
tain knowledge i in what, cheſe my labaurs and ſuffer- 
ings ſhould end. 

I wastoo proud to diſcovermyſelF ; pot indeed 60 | 
whom could I diſcover myſelf in a ftrange land ? My 
name might. have availed me in Auſtria, but in Aul: 
tria, where this name was known, wauld: I not re- 
main; 5 rather than ſeek. my fortune there, I. was: de- 
termined” to ſhun whatever might tend to render me 
ſuſpicious 4 in the. * of my country. How liable 
Was a temper, {o ardent. as mine, in the midſt of dif- 
liculties, fa atigues, and, N ent, hard to en- 
dure, t. to betray me into all thoſe errors of which, Taſh 
youth, unaccuſtomed to hardſhip, impatient of con- 
trariety, are fo often-guilty ! But I had taken my reſ- 4 
olution, and wy, faithful Schell, towhom. hunger, or 
eaſe, contempt, or fame, for my * wOWR. e 
indien, erbetene ident BY | 
Ooce mare +9 my journal. 1 26, gc = 


* 
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Feb. i. We proceeded, four: miles from Biala, to 
Oſwintzin, I having determined to aſk aid from my, 
ſiſter, who. had married Waldo, and lived much at her 
eaſe, on a fine eſtate at Hammeꝝ in Brandenburg, be- 
tween Landſberg on the Warta and Meſeritz, a fron- 


tier town of Poland. For this: reaſon-we continued 


our route. all along. the Sileſian confines to Meſerita. 
Feb. 2. To B enk and Elkuſch, ſive mie We - 
ſaflered much this day, becauſe of the ſnow, and that 
the lightneſs of our drake was ill ſuited to ſuch ſevere 
weather... Schell negligently loſt our-purſe, in which 
were nine florins. I had ſtill, however, nineteen 
groſch in my pocket (about half a crown.) 
Feb. g. To Crumelew, three miles; and 
Feb. 4. To Wädowiegud Joreck, three miles 
more; and from thence, nn | 
Feb. 3. To: Czenſtochowa, where there is a magnif- 
icent convent, concerning which, had I room, I might 
write many a Wente, much to the r 
of its inhabitants. 
We llept at an inn be by. a. very. worthy man, 
whoſe name was Lazar. He had been a lieutenant 


414 


in the Auſtrian ſervice, where he had ſuffered much, 


and was now become a poor innkeeper in Poland. 
We had not a penny in our purſe, and requeſted a bit 
of bread, The generous man had compaſſion on us, 
and defired us to © kit down, and eat ih himſelf. 1. 
then told him who. we: were, and truſted him with the 
motives of our journey. Scarcely had e { ſupped, be- 
fore a carriage arrived with three people. They bad 
their own. harſes, a ſervant, and a coachman, _ 

This is a remarkable incident, and 1 muſt relate i * 


circumſtantially, though as briefly as e 


We had, before, met this carriage at Elkuſch,, and 
one of theſe people had aſked. Schell. where we, were 
2 g: He had N to Caenſtochowa ; ; We there- 
re had not the leaſt ſuſpicion « of tems notyithſtand: | IN 
ing the danger we ran. 
T hey lay at the inn, ſaluted us, but with indien 
Bu Ning to notice us, and lende lte W. . 
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| Had not been long in bed before our hoſt came to 
awaken us, wit us, with furpeiſe, theſs pretended. 


merchants were ſent to arreſt us from Pruffia ; that 
they had offered, firſt fifty, afterwards, a hundred 
ducats, ff he would permit theyr to take us in his 


| Houſe, 3 into Sileſia; that he had firm] =_ 
| rejefted the „Ae Apr het 


promiſes; and t Eft they tad gtyen him ſix duc. 
ats to engage his line, | | 
We clearly ſaw thefe were an officer and de 


officers ſent” b General Fenquet, to recover us. 
10 means they Nad difcovered 


our route, and imagined the information they had 
received © eould only come from one Lieutenant 


Mollinie, of the garriſon of Habelfchwert, who 
had come. to. viſit Schell, as: a friend, during our 


ftxy ar Braunau. He re with us two days, 
and had afked mar queſtions. concerning the road. 


ve ſhould take, and he: was the only one who knew 
it. He was, kits the fpy of Fouquet, and the 


caufe of what. happened afterwards, vehtich, however, 


7 ended in the defeat of our enemies. 


The moment I Reard of this infamous treachery, E 
was for entering, with my piſtols: primed, into the 
enemy's chamber, but was prevented hy. Schell and 
Lazar: The later entreated me, in the ftran er wi 
ner, to remain at his houſe til Fikoutd: 8 A oo 

ty: from my mother; that þ might be enabled to c 
dne my journey with” more cafe; and” lefs 


But his entreaties were ineffectual, I Was — 4 


to ſee her; uncertain, as I was of what effect my letter 


hac; produced. Lazar aſſured me ve ſhould, moſt in- 

fallibly, be attackedion'the road. 80 much the yo. 
ter retorted I i char will give me an opportun ity of 

« dſp ching them, fendin them to the Scher work, | 

- * and ſmoofing them as . tighwaymen.” They 

at break of day, and cob eroad'toWarfaw;. 


Ve would haye been gane, likewiſe, but Lazar, in. 


| Wer forcibly detained us, and gave us the fix due 
; 1 he had received from the. Froſtansf winy hs w/o 
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x 
% $a 


5 Ws — 
ö o 2,4 


8 * 7 TTT fit, Her hu SE CN 
c f 


other urgent neceſſaries ; then took an af- 


fectionate leave of our hoſt, who directed us on our 
way, and we teſtified our gratitude for the | a ſer⸗ | 


vices done us. F 

Feb. 6. From e en to Dane, two 
miles. lere we expetted an attack. Lazar had 
told us our enemies had only one muſket ; I alſo had 
a muſket, and an excellent ſabre, and each of us was 


: provided with a pair of piſtols. They knew-not we 
were fo well armed, which, perhaps, was the cauſe of 1 


their panic, when they came to enga 


Feb. 7. We took "the: road to n We 
had not been. an hour on the road before we: ſaw a 
carriage: As we drew near, we knew it to be that of 


our enemies, who: pretended it was ſet in the ſnow. 


They were round it, and when they ſaw-us approach, 


began to call for help. This we gueſſed was an arti- 


ſice to entrap us. Schell was not ſtrong; they would 
all have fallen upon me, and we ſhould eaſily have 


been carried off, for they wanted to take us alive. 


We left the cauſeway about thirty paces, anſwer- 
ing, Ve had not time tO give them help * at "which 5 


they all ran to their carriage, drew out their piſtols, 
and, returning full ſpeed after us, called, Stop, e 4 
We began to run, but L, ſuddenly turnin yung, Mer 
ſented my peice, and ſhot the neareſt d; the ſpot. 


Schell fired his piſtols 3 our oppoſers ad the ſame, 
and Schell AI hops inthe neck at this diſcharge. 
It was now my turn; I took out my piſtols, one ok 
the aſſailants fled, and; I, enraged, purſued him three 


hundred paces, overtook him, and as he was defend- 
ing himſelf 


f with his ſword, PETEEIIRg, he bled, and 
made a feeble reſiſtance, 2 
him a ſtroke that b down. I inſtantly. r« 
turned to Schell, —— mo — in the power of t 


others that were dragging him towards the carriage, 
but when they ſaw me at their heels, they fled er 


the fields. The coachman, pergejving which, w. 


the battle t leaped on his. box and tes ve 
full ſpeed, Wake 1 chell, 
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n us each a ſhirt, another pal of pocket piſ- 
tols, an 


— — — — 
2 * - 


upon him, and gavg 


* 
* 
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Schell, though delivered, was wounded with a ball 
in the neck, and by a cut in the tight hand, which 
Had made Him dtop his ſword, thou h he affirined he 
Had run one of His adverſaries throu & 

I took a filver watch from the man I Had Killed 
and was going to make free with His putſe; when 
Schell ealled; and ſhowed me a coach and ſix cotti- 
ing down a hill. To ſtay would have ay fed us tb 
have been impriſoned as highwaymen the two 
fugitives, who had eſcaped us, would een, have 
borne witneſs againſt us. Safety only could be found 
in flight. I, however, ſeized the muſket and hat of 
him I had firſt killed, aud we then gained the copſe, 
and after that the foreſt, The road was round about, 
and it was night before we reached Parſetnecht, * 
Schell was befmeared with blood; I had botmd 
p his wound the heſt I could; but, in Polin villa- 

a gen no ſurgeons are to be foufid, and he performed 
His journey with great difficulty; We met-with two 
Saxon under-officers here, who! were recruiting for 
the regiment of guards at Preſdem. My fix-feet 
height, and perſon, pleaſed them, and they immedlate- 
ly made themfelves acquainted with wie. 1 found 
them intelligent, and entruſted them with our ferret, 
told them who we were, e the battle we had 
| that day had with our purſuers and Thad not ho 
to repent of my confidence in them. Schell 
wounds dreft, and we remained feven days wit ck 
Saxons, who faithfully kept us « 

' F learned, meantime, that of, the four men by 
hom we had been alfzulted, one _ ant the 
eoachman, returned alive to Glatz. ie Hatte of 
the officer, who undertook this vile bufttrefs, was 
Gerſderf; he hid a handred and fifty ducats irr his 

pocket when found dead. How t would our 
good fortune have been, had not that curſeck coach 
and fix,” by its appearance, made us take i Might; | 
ſince the booty would have been moſt quit E Foftune 
this time, did not — che irenocent 3 and, though 
| decken dar an attacked, I was odigedieſcapy, Alke > 
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guilty wretch. Ws ſold the watch to a jew for four | 


0 The 5 or 5 Wl and 0 half, and the 
muſket fox a qucat being unable, to carry it 
farther. We lofi moſh of oc money Ro A us at 
Parſemechi. A Jew { 9 0 ſold us ſome dear plaiſ- 


ters, which we, took 5 us, and departed. 


Feb. 15. From Tarſewechi, through Vielym, to _ 
Biala, four miles. 


Feb. 16. Through. Jariſchow to Micorſen, four 


miles and a half. 


Feb. 475 To Olterkow and Sema: vad. three : 
miles. wy 
Feb. 18. 'To 9 — * 3; 
Feb. 19. To Goblin, two miles. 
Here we arrived, wholly deſtitute. of eee . 
ſold my coat to a Joes Who gave me four florins, 5 
a coarſe hg ner's, frock, 1 5 exchange, which 1 did 


not think I ſhould long need, as ye now drew ,near- 

er to where my. filter lived, and QF I hoped, 1 

ſhould:be better equapperl a del 1 grew 
18 


weaker and weaker ; his wounds healed flowly, and 
were expenkive.; the cold, alſo, was: injurious to him, 


and as he was not by nature, cleanly inchis perſon, his 


body ſoon became the harbour af every ſpecies of ver- 
miu to pe picked up in Poland. We often arrived, 
wet and, weary, to our fmoahy, reeking, ſtoverreom- 
Often were we. obliged to lie n ſtra, ox the bare 
boards; and the various hardſhips we ſuffered, . are 
almoſt incredible. Wandering,: as we. did, in the 


midſt of winter, through Poland, where humanity, 
Hoſpitality, and gentle pity, are ſcarcely ſa, much as 
known by! name; Where mereileſs Jaws deny the 
poor traveller a bed, and Where we, diſconſolately, 
ſtrayed without bread, and alpaſt naked; theſe were 


ſufferings, the full extent of which he obly. can con- 
ceive by: whamthey have been felt. Mx. muſfet now | 


aim then procured us an occaſional meal oftame geeſe, | 
| and. cocks; anch hens, when theſe Were to be ad.; 
otherwiſe, we nouer took or touched any thing that 


Was — our on. . with Saxon and Pruſſian 


'\ recruiters | 
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recruiters at various places; all of whom, on account 
of my youth and ſtature, were eager to enveigle me, 
I was highly diverted to hear them enumerate all the 
ofſibilities of future greatneſs, and how liable I was 
ereafter to become à corporal : Nor was'I leſs mer- 
ry with their mead, ale, and brandy, given with an in- 
tent to make me drunk. Thus had We many artifices 
do guard againſt, but thus had we, likewiſe, very luck- 
ly for us, many a good meal gr ate... 
Feb. 21. We went from Goblin to Pugnitz, three 
miles and a half. Pt CO EF OMITTED, 
Feb. 22. Through Storchneſt to Schmiegel, four 
_ .. "Here happened a ſingular adventure. The peaſ- 
ants, at this place, were dancing to a vile -ſcraper 
on the violin; I took the inſtrument myſelf, and play. 
ed while Fog continued their hilarity, They were 
much pleaſed with my playing, but when I was tired, 
and defired to have done, they obliged me, firſt by 
importunities, and. afterwards by threats; to play on 
all night. I was fo fatigued, I thought I ſhould have 
Fainted : At length they quarrelled among themſclves. 
Schell was e on {4 bar. and ſome of them fel 
on his wounded hand: He roſe. furious, I ſeized our 
arms, began to lay about me, and while all was in 
confuſion, we-eſcaped without farther ill treatment. 
What ample ſubjett of meditation on the various 
turns of fate did this night afford! But two years be- 
fore I danced at Berlin, with the daughters and ſiſters 
of Kings; and here was I, in a Poliſh hut, a ragged, 
almoſt naked, muſician, playing for the {ſport of igno- 
rant ruſtics, whom I was ala obliged to fight,” 
Il Aas, myſelf, the cauſe of the trifling misfortune 
that befel me on this occaſion, Had not my vanity 
led me to ſhow theſe poor peaſants I Was a muſſcian, 
I might have ſlept in peace and ſafety; The fame 
vain deſire, of proving I knew more than other men, 
made me through life the continued victim of envy 
and ſlander. Had nature too beſtowed on me a 
weaker, or a deformed body, I had been HE DUTY: 
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leſs courted, leſs ſought, EI” my adventures and miſ- 


haps kadbern fewer, Thus:the merits of the man often 


| become his miſeries; and thus the bear, having learn- 


ed to dance, muſt live and die in chains, | 
This ardour, this vanity, or if you pleaſe, this emu- 


lation, has, however, taught mo to vanquiſh a thou- 


ſand difficulties, under which others of cooler paſ- 


ſions, and more temperate deſires, would have ſunk. 
May my example remain a Warning, and thusgnay 14 
1 


ſufferings become ſomewhat profitable to the wor 
cruel as they have been to myſelf. Cruel they wer f 
and cruel they muſt continue; for the wounds I 
have received are not, will not, cannot be healed). 


Feb. 23. From Schmiegel to Rakonitz, and from 5 


thence to Karzer Holland, four miles and a half. 
Here we ſold, to prevent dying of hunger, a ſhirt, and 


Schell's waiſtcoat for eighteen groſch, or nine ſchoſ- 
tack. I had ſhot a pullet the day before which ne- 
ceſſity obliged us to eat raw. I alſo killed a crow, 


which 1 devoured alohe, Schell refuſing to taſte. 


Youth and hard travelling created a voracious bs 575 be; 


tite, and our eighteen groſch were ſoon expende 
Feb. 24. We came through Benzen to Lettel, 
four miles. Here we halted a day, to learn the road 


to Hammer, in Brandenburgh, where my ſiſter lived. 
I happened luckily to meet with the wife of a Pruſhan 


ſoldier, who lived at Lettel, and belonged to Kolſ- 
chen, We kk the: was þorn a vaſlal of my ſiſter's hul- 


band. A toll c her who L was, and ve Roads 23 


gville, 3: Yog 
Feb. 9 255 Kuthei ud F ide 85 


Feb, 27 Through Neuendorf and Ooſt, 3 


terwards through a, pathleſs wood, five miles and a 
half to Hammer, and here I Knocked at my; ſiſter s 
door? at mige o clock i in the evening 


A maid ſervant came to the door, "whom, I knew: 7 
and ſhe, had been born, and 

brought up in my father 8 houſe, She was terrified 
at ſeeing a ſturdy feltow in a beggar's drefs ; Which 


Peredi9ing, I, * Wan do not you know me ? 
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bans: but Th ot return. e 
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A quarter of an hour after the: ood N. TE 
5 and told us her maſter - . b ew 
quit the premiſes inſtantly, or he ſhould, be obliged to 
| 180 us arreſted, and delivered up as priſoners. My 
ſiſter's huſband forcibly detained, her; and. I ſaw-her 
no more. e 

What. my feelings "muſt be, at {ach 2 moment, let 
the reader imagine. I was oe Proud, tod enraged,, 
to aſk money 1 furiouſly left the houle, uttering A, 
thoufand menaces 7 its inhabitants, while the 
kind-hearted Mary, ſtill weeping, 2507 three. 1 
ats into my nes which 1 ee t noc 

And now behold us, oncę more, in the 3 0 
Which was not above a hundred. beet or the houſe; 
half dead with hunger and fatigue, 1 not dating: to en- 
ter any Habitation, while in 15 tes of. Branden: . 


_— ES, 


burgh, and draggin r weary:ſteps all night throu . 
age 2 and rain, unt 6 e guide i; 1 by, 
back, at day break, 8 e to 25 town of 12855 F 
' She herſelf wep 52 fate, zud Ie id. 
N give her two Fas 5 0 90 a b lad 13 
but I bad her hope more in Wes r m_ I, afterwards 
ſent for her to Vienna, in 17 14 ere ah tho ah 
.care of her. She Way about ff wt oftage, 1 
died my fervant, in Hungary, WAR TN Hh 
unfortunate. Jurncy to. Ne e 1755 1 


enemies Hand 85 and; remained I; w ee * 
4 J's 


1 91 


We ads ay reathpd the weed beftre; itt! th 2 
angus of n Te 1 IE 2 os 
not ſuch à filter, my Serve I 25 4 
| her, koufe over her head 9572 he 8001 of Ms 
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the higheſt order : He was my continual Mentor; my. 


(66 ed us gain te; bis power, ſhe might. betome as 


. 43 of my ſiſter. Such are gh Dy, of late; and 
15 285 


pelled her houle, ſhe ſhewed, during my impriſon - 


n n W 


baſſador at Berlin; loſt a part of! 
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tion, and calm e Was, in Schell, a virtue of 


— nts — oe 
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guide; "whenever my choleric temperament was, dil 
Pole to violence. 1 therefore honour his alhes 3 he. 
deſerved a better fate. 

SF riend,” faid' he, on We 6 Lee Kit 
« your: Rites be innocent, may be Withheld by 
„ her hHüſband'; befides, fhould the King diſcover 
© we had entered her doors, and ſhe had not deliver- 


66 miſerab e's We 5 5 Be more noble minded, 
and think that, eve ould your fiſtex be wrong, 
© the time may tome when her children may ſtand in 
need of your aſſiſtante, and you may have the _— 
** extbable pleaſure of returning good for evil. 8 
I never all e this exce 6 nt advice, Which) in 
reality, was'a prophecy. . My rich brother in taw A. 
ed, and durin 2 Ruſſian 145 his lands and houſes 
were laid deſolate and in ruins, and nineteen years 
afterwards, hen releaſed. from my impriſonment at 
M agdeburg, I had an opportunity of ſerving the chil. 


thus do imptobabilities bec 
fiſter Juſtified her conduct; ; Schell had conjec⸗ 
ed the truth; for, ten years after 1 was thus ex- 


ment, ſhe was really a filter,” She was ſhamefully be- 
trayed by Weingarten, ſecretary to the. Auſtrian am- 
x property, and at 
length her life fell an e ſacrißce to her brother. 
This event, Which is inter woven with my tragieal 
oy Will be related in the 228 yohume ; Mx 
heart bleeds, my "very foul ſhad; ex, when I recall t is 
this dieadful ſerie,” 25 i 7 - 
1 have not the means fully to 3 ** cKil. Wh 
drew ; - and Weingarten, the juſt phje& of Vengeance, . 
** ſince in the grave for did he ex iſt, W | 6 th 
not hide hint fro my Werd. 
1 ſhall now; e journal ;*Deceived in 
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| thought, 1 haſtened out of the door 
= Two miles more to Wong rrof Ze, 
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go to my mother, 2 lived 3 in Pruffi a; une miles be- 


7986 Konigfberg. 33 
Feb. 28. We continued. tired, ang ioü, 400 ies. 


ed, at Lettel. i 


March 1. We went three miles to Pledfe „ and: on 
March 2. Fi mile and a half farther” to Meſerltz. 
March 3 rough Merfebaum tc to "Birnbaum, e 
nikles. 10 3 8 
Niurch 4. Through Zircke, Wrüneck, Obe A 
to Studnitze, ſeven miles in one day, Three 0 ith 
we had the good fortune to ride: I® 8 ky 1 0 
March 5. Three miles to Rogoſes, Where we af: 
rived Without ſo much as a heller to; pay „ur los Ann fig. 
The Jew innkeeper drove ys out of g oute ve { 
were obliged to wander all night, 1 and at OILS of day 
found we had ſtrayed two. miles our” of the road. 


2 We entered a peafant's 8 cottage, hefe an old worn. 


an was drawing bread hot out of the * ovens. -We 
had no money to Offer, and 1 felt, at this moment, the 
pollibilitz even "of committing, mürder for! a merkel 
of bread, to ſatisfy the intolerable cravings of Hunger. 
liuddering, with torment inen preſlible, at the 
ra and we walked 


ere 1 fold my muſket for a ducat, hien Had pts: 
cured us many a meal : Such was the extremity of 


_ our diſtreſs. We then latiated our apf etites, after 


having been forty hours without food'or ſleep, an 


having travelled ten miles in fleet and fnow. 


March 6. We refted, and came on the 9th, Sigg} 
Genin, to a village in the foreſt, our miles, x; 

Here we fell in with a gang 0 19 55 pſies, or "rather 
panditti, amounting to, four TRA men 10 rage 


ged me to their camp, hn They were 


1 Wy 


Wald force me to bene onè of their band. quit 
venturing to tell my Rory to their leader,” he been 
ed me with a crown, gave. us a fmall proviſion of bre: 

and meat, and ſuffered us to depart i in peace, after 


3 e been Tp es ORE, Lg in 1 company. 
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ee, 
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. wa apo we of de am 5 
ht 22 held ſtruggle with ue diſicuhies. Sn" 


OT af Fhooronthe hay of oa by 
rival. Su pong mi 2 well ariſe, among the-crowd, 
on hag young man, wretchedly eloth- 

4 Irin bre by be e piſtols 


in his/girgl Ire bee 


„ and ane e with Bunte ue ther, . 
he more-reſambled- A bebe than! A man. 175 . 
4 went into an inn, but were refuſed entertain- 
I then, aſked for the Jeſuits college, ere 
1 Tage c for, the binced rebtor. The) ſupp 
at Bult 1 Was 4 thief; come 10 leck an af lan. "Af 
zer long waiting, lun much. intreaty, his jeſuiticab | 
6, ati length Made his his appevrance, and. receiv. 
ed me as the Grand Mogul would his ſlave, My cal 
certainly Was pitiable: 4 related all the events. o# iny 
life, RAE ng purport. of my journey; 3, conjured him to 
fave Schell, ha was- unable to proceed: farther, and 
whoſe wounds. grew daily worte; and praying him to 
eimertain Him. at the convent, Gill I ſhould/have been 
to my mothen, have obtained money, and returned to 
Thorn, when Would certain repay him whatever 


ab he might haue been te thanks, and grat- 


Never al We ts! Gags I y inlolence of this 
ace eee bumble re 
qu od and ter Pted me bontinoaly „to 25 

rac „ge brief; T have more pre fn Mirren tive, 2 
ln fine Þ was'turned away without obtain ene , 
afliſtange ag. here 1 WAS, frftzaughtjeluiticaly ride 1 
God he help 2 whe | and honeſt man who: ſhall ne 12 
ihe al bane f Jeſu its... Rs A all other monks; 


| ment ©! human ly, 
3 a taunts #18 iro 0 Yall 


Fbur times in my life I eve leo uE Recs 4 ina 5 
advice from ven, and am convinced it is the du- 


78 nE 171 F * oF 


ty of-eterychdaaſl man uad in eraſing them FEY 


the: face of the earth 1 br bas loge igtyod als 127 
= pry Sages eee Tread AP 
may idolized by dhe ignorant g and oſtentatiouſſy 
exert itſelf to impetle the courſe-of law and juſtic ei; 
hut vin Vain e e- needy virtuous apply to 


- 4 them fer help.! bus nwo ads glow 9972 a: 


The reader will pardonany native-hatred 
| rify and falſehood, eſpecially hen he chears u ow 
to thank the Jeſuits for the loſs og all great Hun. 
garian eſtates. Fi the 
of the Count Graſhalkowitz, was confeſſor to: the 
court of e bg: rh blekand of per- 
ſecution L did not ſuffer from prieſteraft Far frbm 

1 members of foriety, they; taking: adyat- 
tage af t the prejudices f ſuperſtition, exiſt. them - 
ſelves alone, and ſarriſics every duty to the Aupport 


_ ef:theivpwn hierarchy, and. ad. coil A ee pert pr © 


and, ignorance, Which is deſtruftive'ot all moral wir- 
tue. * A ISVOFT 1b a1 100% his Diuow 32 Dog * 
Let us proceed. Mournful and; angry, I leſt the 
; college, and went 40 n lodging houſe where I found 
a Pruſſian xecruſting officer Waiting for me, ho uſed 
all his arts to engage me to enliſt; offering me: five 
tundred. dollars, and to make me a corporal; if. I could 
write. I. — who had de- 
lerted from the Auſtrians, to return home, and:clait 
an inheritanc left me by my father. i After much 
9 he at length ee in confidence, it 
was very well knew-òian the tuwn that P Was a roher; 
bat. 1 ſheuld ſoam be taken before a magiſtrate but 
| by eto ha wayld enſure my: ſafety; 
ſtantaneou 


Was ngα.π] to me; my! 


defending; himſel he. ſprang aut af; the chamber, 
Charging the hoſt not to let me quit the houfe. 1 


knew. the town of Thorn had agreed with the King 


of Pruſſis, Serety, to deliver u deſerters, and 
to fear eme Looking thro 


1 


' 31 remembered ny name was 
1 truck; wth dyew_/omy ſword z but inſtead of 


N 1 
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doiv, nthy ſam twoundenr! Peuſhan officers den · 
ter ti hon i::Schbelt and I in ewi tw our atms, 
ednet che . r $:Make 
Tha Fruſſian 


| ſoldicri the (words; but . 
ing gut: auh Hawa Bruſhes Heutanant in 
the ſtreet, with the: town guard. Theſe I overawed = 
. r — no one durſt op- 
n ont cried, & Stophthief. 
daun te the! Jeſuits can vin; but 
poor — e priſom like a 
-malefatonitine : —_— i: nga tools l 1865s 219) 
Half madyiat able to geſcus him; — 
ed he muſt : Jo »þ e up to the 
2 recentzan. Rar ag the-convent thai 
; eee Wa 
fend e leere dppearcd a good 
kind nan related N wi e e 
intrestecl he would und; tg diſeoEt why: they 
{ought th/moleſt nb ries” 65 „Id 0 PS apr [3C by 
"Henan outyand: * an hour — ort 7 
—_ 


TI y 3 in em: 
* ployed. mar e e nd Ras, announced 
br i you 2 The Fruſſian lieutenant, 
5761 int again ſt you, aud it was 
© change ney — yourperſons.” 4. -- + 
NN Was ane this was great. Our Moravian. 
fo my ports ew) ag per zoute;! which 1 had 
Ke hall proghe:of. our innocence. IL 
inquire at the town 
D before I ſoon convinced 


TT.... | 


turned With one of the ſyndies, to whom, I gave a2 
more Saka mylelf. The ſyndic 633. 6/ 
Schell, and found history and mine agreed beſides 
0 Laren 1 N n declared 


en, | who 5 


. 1 ; 5 F . 5 2 ” mY | 
£9 {6 3 


Won, i l 1 0 Beis be 
ho we dee. n ili dur cone 
ee | 5 | 
the rigours of 


e eee wget rief 26 \ 

F My: doubts: were all:onded at! tem in the morkin 

| Was ox my good Je e was followed 1 
my Friend judges; he faid, had fund pg 

0 and ee 5. 7 ol es 1. 


deawoared c defend hinifel with bis lee hand, 
Lollo me.. ple | ** £4 | = 
and called kinPalis foaÞ | 
Schell was little able to 72 Fades The fatben 
tetctor feht us ai dite atꝭ pus did not 
chief magi ſtrte g gave- each eee 
Done vis Faroe! riſermen Rage ne. 
ay ade hear} ovuttetlging, touk our: bundits? 
and ininediately. prepared; todjeavs Thom 2119 
As We went 1 toficted that, en the joad (0 Etbigig 
we muff pals: Mroügk eee 
| Mquited- 1 — hop where mi 8 map.” 
We were direted 0 an ny D pn 


way os. 


arroſs che and verre cold i 
mob e e »ſthelar, 
el te dert and . zelten plsgled her, “ 10. 
end, by che may, e fat ale . 
. 1 owed ee ar oh i 35 ii the 
ble, and Piaurq hexlelf pp me, while. 1 enam 
maps Abd entleavoure.ts to hide a bit. 


Caf Oak had d e. 


W e 


2 ee led ug 1 ee | 


{ce us and the 


Mr 9 0 9. 0. 0» a in 9 be a As i 
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fad and mournful tone, * Good ch 2 knows 


7780185 no 1 800 pf. my poor ſon ! I can ſee, fir, 

{7 105 We family. 50 100 5 ⁰ 

is 21355 1100 r the eight years, have 

41 15 5 115 5 of hin e muſt. ight be . the 
© Aul Pepe 


e 25 of m ight . Yes; nearly.” 
vr 1 18 * rs 0 1 
—_ Has he 25 is lit t ba Ves, Ji e yours, Sit. 
e a 15 li name 
n 
| Was 5. my'l eſt Friend When 1 Was With my 
> the poor woman could not con- 


tain. Her 12 5 
ed me f g ele el who brought her happ yu ings 
MA Mme e ſueſtions, Which 5 5 al Vent . 


His Rane 18 Lilflam. — 
ear "mothers Wakes „William 1 is not 


he threw herſelf round my nech, call 


d, i in What regiment, — | 


Xl cava 
60 *. ra Pen henh Tak 5 you. are His \ very bie. 


ved to „make hey anſwer herſelf; and thus, 1 reed by 


imperious neceflity, k bereft of all othiect. means, did 1 


act the deceiver; 1 1 
The. ftory 1 1 made, ws neatly as Mate: 1 tolther 
1: was a ſoldier i in th er egiment of Hohenhem,, that 1 


had a "furlow to. 838 fee my father, and that I 


S 


moi return in 4 ont, would then take her let- 


ters, and undertake that, if The wimed it, her ſon 


ſhould puf fchaſe his Alcharge, "and once more come 


and live With his mother, I «dded that 1 ſhould be 

for ever and infinitely ge to her, if "ſhe would 

ſuffer my comrade, 28520 e to five & Her Houſe, 
he being \ wounded by the 

able to fue his. 9 that IT Would fend him 

Pal eee ic lie er would inpſelf come” back 

fully paying: "evety expenſe. 

She joyful conſented. told: ne bat fecond huſband, 


faber J to her dear Ad ltd Had driven Him 5 
t ive What ſabſtänce they 
had to the younger! Ton; aud that the eldeſt bad 
ermineil Schell mould 5 
ive at the Hoe of a fiend; that hee hufhan@' might 


from home, that he Mig 


one to Mag debuts She 


know nothing of the matter; aud, not atis fied x. 
this end fb malle 316 eat; wi vit 225 wy 


& . 
2883 + + v4 12% 147191 3 1 444 FL. I; 
— ved 


Mari | recruiters, and un- 


| * me a2 
N. Tr” 153 4. neu 


3 „ 1 r R er 


| Gove ſhirt, kette fuß cient proviſions for three 


days; and flees Lunenberg flonins. I left Thorn and 


my faithful Schell the ſame night, with the confola- 


tion he was well taken care of; and having parted 
from him with: regret; went, on this the 4a ch, "wo 
miles farther, to:Burglow.': 1 I 1794 


I] cannot deſcribe What my e or he 


deſpondence. of my mind, When I thus ſaw myſelf 
alone, and leaving forſaking as it were, 


the decfbll bfifricnds, Theſe ay tertaiply be mam- 


bered amoing the bittere ſtanomemts of my life, Often 
was I ready toi return, and drug him along with me, 
though at laſt; reaſon conqueretl ſenſibility,” I drew 


near the end of Nr ant r. waximpelio od 


We e AMG, en 10 + op Bt af 


r n 17 . 


Marck 13. 0 Neuburg and: Mowe: In theſs 155 


Abt travelled thirteen miles, I lay at Mowe, in 


ſome ſtraw, among a number of carters and when 1 


awioke, perceived they had taken my piſtols, and what 
little money I had left even to my laſt Penny. Bd 


Winter however, Were all gone 

ae could I do? The , innkeeper, perhaps, win 
to the theft. My reckoning amounted to 

8 Poliſh groſch. Ihe turly hndlord. pretend- 


to believe 11 maney when J entered His 


| kava: and I was obliged to eats the only ſpare 


ſhirt 1 had, with a Ml handkerchief, which-the-good 
woman of Thorn had made me bt br __ 


de art without a ſingle-beller. Bini 1 
March 96. I fect: off eh arg 
impoſſible, 1 ſhould: reac ack, 


the, _— the eee 56 La want wean = 2 
la, and, unfortunately I uo money: to pay the | 
| y, which would coſt two Polidh Schelling. 


Frull. of anziety, noc knowing hot to at, 1 * 
1 b ee ters de e to them, de my ſ 


bag, and: ahhgad them tofland me! on theiother des | 


hem there, 1 wok the ey rexyray apes pope 
jumped o/ of the boat ; 
En ad to A with . 
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To chat cider; cows not poverty ee nerd 
Theſe two-Poliſh: ſchellings were not Worth more 
than half a kreutzer, or ſome halſpenny, yet as 1 
driven by neceſſity, to commit violence'on two poor 
men, who, had they been as deſporate in their" de 
fence, as L vas obl ged to be in my attack, blood. 
mult have been: ſpilt, and lives loft ; henes it is evis- 
dent that the-degrees'of: 2 to de ſtrictly and 
minutel D apes into; and the {of puniſhment 

proportioned :/ Had 4rhewn them down with —= 
3 2 ſheuld ſurely have been a . — vut 1 
ſhould likewife furely have been one of the moſt in- 
nocent of murderers we ſee me value of mon- 
ey is not to be eſtimated by any ſpecific fum, {mall or 
great, but according toatsnecefity aud uſe; How: . 
te did F imagine when at Berlin, and money was 
'reated/by ane with luxurious neglect, I may fay with 
contempt, Efhould be driven to the hard neceſſity, for 
x ſum ſo apparently deſpicable, of commiting a vio- 
jence which might have had conſequences ſo dread- 
ful, and liave le to the commiſſton Serge e atro- 
cio np 290 ug" Mina Sil 404i £34 14 4/7 -- 

1 found Gengen and Pruſſian — at! Matierts 5 
burg, with whom, having noi money; 1 ate, drank, 
iſtened to their propoſals; gave them hopes. for tho 
morrow, and departed by duy bre. 

March 17. To Elbing; —— #3} 1, bats | 

Here ] met with m former wort hy tutor Dede, 
ky, Who was hecome a captainpe auditor in the - 
Poliſh regimtent of Goleiſch; i He met me juſt 'as 1 
entoredthetawns Þfolowed trinmphantly to his 
quartors, amal here, at length ended the painful, long, 
and adventurgus journey had Veer oblige 40. — - 
form. 8 23 NI et en gw: Rien ü, -, 

This good andkitid;gententianpafter-providing 1 
with unniodiate: nete ſlat ira, wrote" — 71 


gabe me every aid f v icli Leſiood in od et ee 
Ihe pleaſures] had in meeting, onct more, this 
tender mother, whoſe Ja of hu and mind 
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reſembling that of Joſeph in Egypt, 
happened to me in Elbing. The wife of the worthy 
Brodowſky, a woman of infinite perſonal attraction, 
grew partial to me; but I durſt not act ungratefully 
by my benefaftor. Never to ſee me more was too 
painful to her, and ſhe even propoſed to follow me 
Hecretly, to Vienna. I felt the danger of my ſitua- 
tion, and doubted whether Potiphar's wife offered 
temptations ſo ſtrong as Madam Brodowſky. I own 
I had an affection for this lady, but my paſſions were 
overawed. She preferred me to her huſband, who 4 
was in years, and ver) 
yielded to the lighteſt 
_ enjoyment, a few days of pleaſure muſt have been alh 
followed by years of hitter xepentance. cert 
Having once more aſſumed my proper name and to t 
character, and made preſents: of ackmowledgment to 
yyouth, I became egger to re-. 
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were equally excellent, was inexpreſſible. She found 
a certain mode of conveying a letter to my dear miſ. 
treſs at Berlin, who, a ſhort time after, ſent me a bill 
of exchange for four hundred ducats upon Dantzic. 
To this my mother added a thouſand rix-dollars, and 
a diamond croſs worth nearly half as much, remained 
a fortnight with me, and preſiſted, in ſpite of all 
remonſtrance, in adviſing me to go to Vienna. Mͤy 
determination had been fixed for Peterſburg; all my 
fears and apprehenſions being awakened at the thought 
of Vienna, and which, indeed, afterwards became the 
ſource of all my cruel ſufferings and ſorrows. She 
| would not yield in opinion, and promiſed, her future 
aſſiſtance only in caſe of my obedience ;/it was my 
duty not to continue obſtinate. Here ſhe left me, 
and I have never ſeen her ſince. She died in 1751, 
and I have ever held her memory in veneration. It 
was a happineſs for this affectionate mother that ſhe 
did not live to be a witneſs of my affliftions, in the 
year 1754. * | FH 
An adventure 


ordinary in perſon, Had [ 511 
degrec of guilt, that of preſent tha 
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How great was my joy at again meeting my honeft 
Schell ! The kind'old woman had treated him like a 


mother. She was ſurpriſed, and half terrikied, at ſee- 


ing me enter in an officer's uniform, and accompanied 
by twoſervants. I gratefully and rapturouſly kiſſed 
her hand, repaid, with thankfulneſs, every expenſe, 
for Schell had been nurtured with truly maternal 
kindneſs, told her who I was, acknowledged the de- 
ceit I had put upon her concerning her ſon, büt 
faithfully promiſed to give a true, and not Aftitious 
account of him immediately on my arrival at Vieti- 


na.“ Schell was ready in three days, and we left 


Crakow, to t JOS 

I inquired for Captain Capi, at Bilitz, who had be- 
fore given me fo kind a reception, and refuſed me ſat- 
isfaction; but he was gone, and I did not meet with 
him till ſome years after, when the cunning Italian 
made me the moſt humble apologies for his conduct. 


Thorn, came to Warſaw, and paſſed thence through 


So pot WE WRT (ne 

My journey from Dantzic to Vienna would not. 
furniſh me with an intereſting page, though my frav-' 
els on foot thither would have afforded thrice as much of 
as I have written, had I not been fearful of trifling” 
with the reader's patience,  _ Ld Ws 


In poverty one misfortune follows another, The 
foot-paſſenger ſees the world, becomes acquainted 
with it, converſes with men of every claſs, The lord 

Tt. Sw nh nl 4, 65.5  Jaxunouly 


zen I came to Vienna, I took all poſſuble pains to in- 
guire for this William, and found by the commiſſary lift, 
that he had deſerted in 1744, had been retaken, and aktu- 
ally hanged. For a brabe of a few ducats, I procured a 
certificate of his having died a natural death, which I ent 
to the good woman, with u letter of thanks and conſolation. 
Perhaps the poor William, who was heir to twenty thous 
Jand florins, unable to procure a furlawz had deſerted, and 
was executed as a malefactor. To how" many. refletttons _ 
(on arbitrary power, ſtanding armies, and military law). 
do incidents like theſe * birth ! | 5 1 
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-Juxuriouſly lolls and ſlumbers in his carriage, while 


Mis ſervants pay inn-keepers and poſtillions, and paſl- 


ſes rapidly over a-kingdom, in which he ſees ſome do- 
zen houſes, called inns ; and this he calls travelling. 
I met with more adventures in this my journey of 16: ) 
miles, than afterwards, in almoſt as many thoulund: 
-when travelling at eaſe in a carriage. ro els pop 
Here then ends my journal, in which, from the 
hardſhips therein æelated, and numerous others omit- 
ted, I ſeem a kind of ſecond Robinſon Cruſoe, and to 
have been prepared, by a n increaſe and repeti- 
tion of ſufferings, to endure the load of aMi&;on 
Which I was afterward deſtined to bear. 
AnRIVEDAT Viexxain the month of April, 1747. 
And now another att of the tragedy is going to be- 


Ein. 


tory I will endeavour to find a few pages in my third 
volume, I divided the three hundred ducats which 
remained with him, and having ſtaid a month at Vi- 
enna, he went to join the regiment of Pallavicini, in 


' Which he had obtained a lieutenant-colonel's commil- 
ſion, and which was then in Italy. 5 ks 


Hlere I found my couſin Baron Francis Trenck, the 
famous. partiſan and colonel of pandours, impriſoned 
at the Arſenal, and involved in a molt perplexing prof- 


Eo IR ͤ » | 
This Trenck was my father's brother's fon. His 
father had been a Colonel and Governor of Leitſchau, 


and had poſleſſed conſiderable lordſhips in Sclavonia, 


| thoſe of Pleternitz, Preſtowacz and Pakratz. After 


the ſiege of Vienna, in 1683, he had left the Pruſſian 
ſervice for that of Auſtria, in which he remained fixty 
That 1 may not here interrupt my ſtory, I ſhall 


give ſome account of the life of my couſin Baron 


Francis Trenck, ſo renowned in, the war of 1741, in 


the third volume, and Who fell at laſt the ſhameful 


ſacrißce of envy and avarice, and received the 7 


3 


After having defrayed the expenſes of travelling 
for me and my friend Schell, for whoſe remarkable hiſ- 
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of all his great and faithful ſervices in the priſon of 


the Spielberg. 


The vindication of the family of the Trencks re- 
quires I ſhould ſpeak of him; nor will I in this, ſuffer 
reſtraint from the fear of any man, however power- 


ful. Thoſe indeed, who ſacrificed a man moſt ardent: 


iſk views, are now in their graves. 
I ſhall inſert no more of his hiſtory here than what 


in his country's ſervice to their own private and ſelf- 


is interwoven with my own, and relate the reſt in its 
proper place. „ 5 


. 


A reviſion of his ſuit Was at this time inſtituted. 
Scarcely was I arrived in Vienna, before his confiden- 
tial agent, M. Leber, preſented me to Prince Charles 


and the Emperor : Both knew the ſervices of Trenck, 
and the malice of his enemies; therefore, permiſſion 


for me to viſit him in his priſon, and 1 him ſuch 


aſſiſtance as he might need, were rea 


ily granted. On 


my ſecond audience, the Emperor ſpoke ſo much in 
my perſecuted coulin's favour, that J became highly 5 


intereſted: He commanded me to have recourſe to 
him on all accaſions; and moreover, owned the preſi- 


dent of the council of war was a man of a very wicked 
character, and a declared enemy of Trenck. This 


preſident was the Count of Lowenwalde, who, with: 
his aſſociates, had been pu . ſelected as men 
proper to oppreſs the beſt of ſubjects. The ſuit ſoon 


took another face; the good Empreſs Queen, who 


had been deceived, was ſoon better informed, and. 
Trenck's innocence appeared, on the reviſion of the 
proceſs, moſt evidently; The trial, which had coſt- 
them twenty ſeven thouſand florins, and the ſentence 


; which followed, were proved to have been partial and 
unjuſt ; and that ſixteen of Trenck's officers, who, 
moſt of them, had been broken for different offences, 


had perjured themſelves to inſure his deſtruction. 


It is a moſt remarkable circumſtance that public ; 


notice'was given in the Vienna Gazette, to the follow - 


a 
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All thoſe who have any complaints to make againſt 


Trenck, let them appear, and they ſhall receive a ducat per 


day fo long as the proſecution continues. 

1 esl) b. igel how faſt his accuſers 
would increaſe, and what kind of people they were, 
The pay of theſe witneſſes alone, amounted to fifteen 
| nd florins. I now began to labour in concur. 
rence with Doctor Gerhauer, and the caufe ſoon took 


another turn; but fuch was the flate of things, it 


would have been neceſſary to have broken all the 
members of the council of war, as well as counſellor 
Weber, a man of great power. Thus, unfortunately, 
politics began to interfere with the courſe of Juſtice. _ 
The Empreſs Queen gave Trenck to underſtand ſhe 
required he ſhould aſk her pardon ; and, on that con- 
dition, all proceedings ſhould be ſtopped, and he im- 
mediately ſet at liberty. Prince Charles, who knew 
the court of Vienna, adviſed me alſo to perſuade my 
coutin, to comply, but nothing could ſhake his. reſolu- 
tion. Feeling his right and innocence, he: demanded 

ſtrict juſtice ; and this made ruin more ſwift, * 
I ſoon learned Trenck muſt fall u facrifice—he was. 


rich—his enemies already had divided among them, 


more than eight thouſand florins of his property, 
which was all ſequeſtered, and in their hands. They 
had treated him too cruelly, and knew him too well, 
not to dread his vengeance the moment he ſhould re- 
cover his freedom. VVV 

I was moved to the ſoul at his fufferings, and, as he 


| had yented public threats, at the proſpe& of approach- 


ing victory over his enemies, they gained over the 
Court Confeſſor; and, dreading him as they did, put 


every.wily art in practice to inſure his deſtruttion, J 
therefore, in the fulnefs of my heart, made him the 
brotherly propoſition of eſcaping, and having obtain- 
ed his liberty, to prove his innocence to the Empreſs 
Queen. I told him my plan, which might eaſily have 
been pt in execution, and which he ſeemed perfe 
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some days after I was ordered to wait on field- mar- 
fhal Count Konigfeck, Governor of Vienna, This 
reſpectable old gentleman, whoſe memory I ſhall ever 
reyere, behaved to me like a father, and the friend of 


* 
5 F Os mn ad N — — . - — — 2 — 
128 * — — — : _—- ——8— — D . — p 
n . — : © re 2 83 K - >, = . — n 


; humanity, adviſed me to abandon my couſin, who, » 
- he gave me clearly to _ underſtand, had betrayed me, 

| by having revealed my propoled plan of eſcape, will- 

: ing to ſacrifice me to his ambition, in order to juſtify 

5 the purity of his intentions to the court, and ſhow 
that inſtead of wiſhing to eſcape, he only deſired juſ- 

| tice. 5 . WE 

7 


Confounded at the cowardly action of one for whom 
I would willingly have facrificed my life, and whom 
I only fought to deliver, I reſolved to leave him to 
his fate, and thought myſelf exceedingly happy that 
the worthy field-marfhal would, after a fatherly. ad- 
monition, {mother-all farther. inquiry into this affair. 
I related this black trait of ingratitude to Prince 
Charles, of Lorraine, who prevailed. on me to again 
ſee my couſin, without letting him know I knew 
what had paſſed, and fill to render him every ſervice 
in n IR: 
Before I proceed, I will here give the reader a por- 
wait of this Trenck. „„ * 
He was a man of ſuperior talants and unbounded 
ambition; devoted, even fanatically, to his ſove- 
reign; his boldnefs approached temerity; he was 
artful of mind, wicked of heart, vindictive and un- 
feeling. His cupidity equalled the utmoſt exceſs of 
avarice, even in his thirty-third year, in which he 
died. He was too proud'to.receive favours or obliga- 
tions from; any man, and was capable of ridding him- 
ſelf of his beſt friend, if he thought he had any claims 
on his gratitude, or could get poſſeſſiom of his for- 
He knew J had rendered him very important. ſer- 
vices, ſuppoſed his cauſe already won, having bribed 
the judges who were to reviſe the ſentence, with 
thirty thouſand florins, which money I received from 
his. friend Baron Lopreſti, and conveyed to theſe 
i. a. . | honefſ}: 
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bad heart to ſeek my 


fucd, one of chem tri pped and fell, I ſeized him, the 


90 ., ws LIF E er: 
honeſt ceunſellors. I knew all his ſecrets, and natk- 


ing more was r to prompt His ſuſpicions and 
leſtruction. „ Laie ARS 
Scarcely had a fortnight elapſed, after his having 
firſt betrayed me, before the following remarkable 
event happened. . 1 


I left him one evening to return home, taking un- 


der my coat a bag with papers and documents relating 


to the proſecution, which I had been examining, for 


him, and tranſcribing. There were, atithis*time; a- 
bout five and twenty officers, in Vienna, Who had laid 


complaints againſt him, and who conſidered: me as 
their greateſt enemy, begauſe I had-labered earneſtly 
in his defence. I Was therefore ohliged on all acca- 


ſions, to be upon my guard. A report had been prop- 


agated through Vienna, that I Was ſecretly ſent by 
the King of Pruſſia, to free my couſin from impriſon- 
ment : He, however, conſtantly. denied, to the hour 


Of his death, his having written to me at Berlin: 
Hence alſo it will follow, the letter I received had 


been forged by Jaſchinſky. _ 


Leaving the Arſenal, I cralled The court, and per- 


ceived I was cloſcly followed by two men in grey ro- 


quelaures ; who, preſſing upon my: heals, held loud. 
and inſolent converſation concerning the run-away 
Pruſſian Trenck, I found they ſought a quarrel, 
which was a thing of no great difficulty at that mo- 
ment ; for a man is never more diſpoſed to duelling 


than when he has nothing to. loſe, and is diſcontont- 


ed with his condition. I ſuppoſed they were two-of 


| the acculing officers broken by Trenck, and endeav- 
oured to avoid them, ard gain the Jew's place. 


Scarcely had I turned down the ſtreet that leads 


| thither, before they quickened their pace. I turned 
round, and in a moment received a thruſt with a 


ſword, in the left fide, where I had put my bag of pa- 


pers, which accident alone, ſaved my life: The ſward 


pierced through the papers, and flightly graized the 
Kin. I inſtantly drew, and the heroes ran, I pur- 


guard 


n -” 


ard came up: : e deelared he was an officer of the 


regiment of Kollowrat, ſhewed his uniform, was re- 
leaſed, and I was taken to priſon, The Town Major 


eame the next day, and told me I had intentionally. 


fought. a quarrel with two officers, Lieutenants F—g 
and K——-n. Theſe kind gentlemen. did not reveal 
their humane intention | Fe 

world. | | 


L was alone, could produce no witneſs, they were: 


two. I muſt neceſſarily be in the wrang, and I re- 


mained fix days in priſon. No ſooner was I releaſed. 


than theſe my good friends ſent to demand fatisfaftion. 
for the ſaid pretended inſult. The propoſal was ac- 
_ cepted; and I promiſed to be at the Scotch gate, the 


P lac appointed by them, within an hour. Having. 


0 A their names, I preſently knew them to be two | 
famaus ſwaggerers, who were daily exerciſing them- 


{elves in fencing at the Arſenal; and where they of- 


ten viſited Trenck. I went to my couſin to aſk his 
aſſiſtance, related what had happened, and as the con- 


ſequences of this duel might be very ſerious, defired: 


him to give me a hundred ducats, that I might be able 
to fly, 3 5 


if either of them ſhould fall. . 
Hitherto I had expended my own money on his ae- 


count, and had aſked no reimburſement; but what 
was my aſtoniſhment when this wicked man faid to 
me with a ſneer, Since, good couſin, you have got 


into a quarrel without conſulting me, you will alſo. 
get out of it without my aid!“ As I left him, he 


called me hack to tell me, © I will take care and pay 
your undertaker ;” for he certainly believed I ſhould 


never return alive. | 


I ran now, half deſpairing, to Baron Lopreſti, who. 
gave me fifty ducats and a pair of Piſtols, provided 
with which, I cheerfully repaired to the feld pf battle. 


Here I found half a dozeft officers of the garriſon. 


As I had few acquaintances in Vienna, I had no ſec- 
ond, except an old, Spaniſh invalid captain, named. 
Pereyra, who met me going in all haſte, and having. 


tkearned whither, would net leave me. 
| 9 9 e Lieutenant 
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lending me to the other 
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Lieutenant K—n was the firſt with whom I fought, 
and who received ſatisfaction by a deep wound in the 
right arm. Hereupon I defired the ſpectators to pre- 
vent farther miſchief ; for my own part, I had noth- 
ing more to demand. Lieutenant F—g next entered 
the liſts, with threats, Which were ſoon quieted by a 
lunge in the belly. Hereupon Lieutenant M:, ſec- 
ond to the firſt wounded man, told me very angrily— 
Had I been your man, you would have found a 
very different reception.“ My old Spaniard of eigh- 
ty, proudly and ymmgdiately advanced, with his long 
whiſkers and tottering frame, and cried—* Hold !— — 
“ Trenck has proved himſelf a brave fellow, and if 


„any man thinks proper to aſſault him further, he 

* muſt firſt take a breathing with me.” Every body 

- laughed at this bravado, from a man who 3 
eould ſtand, or hold a ſword, I replied—* Friend, I 
am ſafe, unhurt, and want not aid: Should I be dif- 

K abled, you then, if you think proper, may take my 
place; but as long as I can hold a fword, I ſhall 
take pleaſure in ſatisfying all theſe gentlemen, one 
after another; I would have reſted myſelf a mo- 
ment, but the haughty M-, enraged at the defeat of 


"NPE 8 


* his friend, would not give me time, but furiouſly at- N 
tacked me, and having wounded him twice, once in ; 
the hand, and again in the groin, he wanted to cloſe : 
and fink me to the grave with himſelf, but 1 diſarmed { 
and threw him. Ser, 5 : 
None of the others had any: defire to renew the > 
eonteſt, My three enemies were fent bleeding te : 
town ; and as M—f appeared'to be mortally wound- 1 
ed, and the Jeſuits and Capuchins of Vienna refuſed k 
me an aſylum, I fled to the convent at Keltenberg. jt 
I wrote, from the convent, to Colonel Baron Lo- * 
preſti, who came to mee told him alt that had pafl- ti 
#d, and, by his good offices, lad liberty in a week, 0 1 
appear once more at Vienna. PFs i 


The blood of Lieutenant F—g was | in a corrupt al 
| fate, and his wound, though not in itſelf dangerous, 
made his life doubtful., He.ſcnt ta entreat I w 
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viſit him, and when I went, having firſt requeſted I 
would pardon him, gave me to underſtand I ought to 


beware of my couſin, I afterwards learned the trait- 


erous Trenck had promiſed Lieutenant F—g a com- 
pany, and a thouſand ducats, if he could find means 
to quarrel with me, and rid the world of me, He 
was deeply in debt, and ſought the aſſiſtance of 
Lieutenant Kn; and had not the Papers luckily 
reſerved me, I had undoubtedly been difoatches 
25 his firſt lunge, To clear themſelves of the infa- 
my of ſuch an abt, theſe two worthy gentlemen had 
pretended I had aſſaulted them in the ſtreets.. 
I could no more reſolve to ſee my ungrateful and 
dangerous kinſman, who wiſhed to have me mur- 
dered becauſe I knew all his ſecrets, and thought he 
ſhould be able to gain his cauſe without obligation to 
me, or my aſſiſtance. Notwithſtanding all his great 
qualities, his marking characteriſtic, certainly was 
that of ſacrificing every thing to his private views, 
and eſpecially to his covetouſneſs, which was fo great 
that, even at his time of life, though his fortune 
amounted to a million and a half, he did not ſpend 
per day, more than thirty Kreutzers. 5 


No fooner' was it known that I had forſaken. 


Trenck, than General Count Lowenwalde, his moſt 
ardent enemy, and preſident of the firſt council of 
war, by which he had been condemned, deſired to 
ſpeak to me, promiſed every ſort of good fortune ang. 
protection, if I would difcover what means had ſe- 
cretly heen employed in the reviſion of the proceſs, 
and went fo far as to offer me four thouſand, florins if 
E would aid a proſecution againſt my couſm. Here 1 
tearned the infliience of villains in power, and the in- 

juſtice of judges at Vienna. - The propoſal I rejected 

with diſdain, and rather determined to ſeek my for- 

tune in the Faſt Indies, t continue in a country 
where, under the beſt af queens, the moſt loyal.of 
lubjecks, and firſt. of ſaldiers, might be rendered miſar- 
able, by intereſted, angry, and corrupt courtiers. Cer 


% 
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quires I ſhould thus publicly declare th 


tereſt enemy, and even though dead, was the cauſe of 
all my future ſufferings ; therefore, the account ! 
fhall give of him in the third volume, will certainly 
be the leſs liable to fuſpicion, where I ſhall ſhew that 
he, as well as myſelf, deferved better of Auſtria, 
I was reſolved for ever to forſake Vienna. The 
friends of Trenck all became diſtruſtful of him, be- 
caufe of his ingratitude to me. Prince Charles ſtill 
' endeavoured to perfuade me to a reconciliation, and 
gave me a letter of recommendation to General 
' Brown, who then commanded the Imperial army in 
Italy. But, more deſirous of going to India, I left 
Vienna in Auguſt, 1748, defirous of owing no. obli- 
7 75 to that city or + inhabitants, and went for 
olland; Mean time, the 


| 5 enemies of Trenck foun 
no one to oppoſe their iniquitous proceedings, and 


bl 


obtained a ſentence of impriſonment in the Spiel. 


berg, where he, too late, repented having betrayed 


bis faithful adviſer, and prudent friend. F 3 


yindicate his memory. While living h&was my bit- 
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kim, and his judges certainly deferred the puniſh. 


ment they inflicted; yet, to his laſt moments, he. 


ſhewed his hatred towards me was rooted, and, even 


in the grave, ſtrove, by his will, to involye me in | 


misfortune, as will hereafter be Sen. 

I fled from Vienna, would to God it had been for 
ever; but fate, by ſtrange ways, and unknown means, 
brought me back, where Providence thought proper 
I ſhould become a veſſel of wrath and perſecution : 
1 was to enact my part in Europe, and not in Aſia. 
At N uremberg I met with a boch of Ruſſians, com- 


manded by General Lieuwen, my mother's relation, 
who were marching to the Netherlands, and were 


the peace-makers of Europe. Major Buſchkow, 
whom I had known when Ruſſian reſident: at Vien-, 


na, prevailed on me to viſit him, and preſented me 


to the General. I pleaſed him, and may ſay, with. 


truth, he behaved to me like a friend and a father. 
He adviſed me to enter into the Ruſhan ſervice, and 


gave me a company of dragoons, in the regiment of 
Tobolſki, on condition I ſhould not leave him, but 
employ myſelf in his cabinet; and his confidence | 
and eſteem for me were unbounded, GOES 

Peace followed ; the army returned to Moravia, 
without firing a muſket, and the head Ne, were 
fixed at Proſnita. 

In this town a public entertainment Was iven, %" 
General Lieuwen,, on the coronation day of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth ; and here an adventure happened te 
me, which I mall ever remember, as a Warning to 
mylelf, and inſert as a memento to others. 

The army phyſician, on this day, kept a Faro bank, 
for the entertainment of the gueſts, My ſtock. of. 


money conſiſted of two and twenty ducats. "Thirſt, N 


of gain, or perhaps example, induced me to veuture | 
wy of theſe, which 1 immediately loſt, and, very 


ioon, by venturing again to regain ER the Whole ; 


two and twenty. Chagrined at my folly, 1 returned 


home: I had nothing. but a pair of piſtols, left, for 


which, becauſe of [their Wer General 17 | 
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Woyckow had offered me twenty ducats. Theſe 1 


took; intending by their aid, to attempt to retrieve 


my lofs. ©. Firing of guns and piſtols was heard 
throughout the town, becauſe of the feſtival, and I, 


in imitation of the reft, went to the window, and 
Aired mine. After a few diſcharges, one of my piſ- 


tols burſt, and endangered my own hand, and, 
wounded my ſervant, I felt a momentary deſpon- 
cy, ſtronger than I ever remember to have experienc- 


ed before; infomuch that I was half induced, with 


the remaining piſtol, to ſhoot myſelf through the 


head. I, however, recovered my ſpirits, aſked my 
ſervant what money he had, and received from him 
three ducats. With theſe I repaired, like a deſper- 
ate gameſter, once more to the Faro table, at the 
General's, again began to play, and, fo extraordinary 
was my run of luck, I won at every venture, Hav- 
ing recovered my principal, I played on upon my win- 
nings, till at laſt I had abſolutely broken the Doctor's 


bank; a new. bank was ſet up, and I won the greateſt 


part of this likewiſe, ſo that I brought home about 


Rejoiced at my good fortune, but recollecting my 


danger, I had the prudence to make a ſolemn reſolu- 


tion never more to play at any game of chance, to 


which I have ever ſtrictly adhered. 


eeitobe wiſhed young men would reflect upon 


the effects of gaming, remembering that the love of 
play has made the moſt promiſing and virtuous,# mil- 
erable ; the honeſt, knaves ; and the ſincere, deceiv- 
ers and liars. Officers, having firſt loſt all their own 
money, being intruſted with the ſoldiers' pay, have 
next loſt that alfo ;. and thus been caſhiered, and eter- 
nally diſgraced, I might, at Proſnitz, have been 
equally raſh and culpable. The firſt venture, wheth- 
er the gameſter wins or loſes, enſures a ſecond; and, 
with that, too often deſtruction. My good for- 
tune was almoſt miraculous, and my Tubſequent reſ- 
olution very uncommon; and I entreat bad conjure 
my children, when I ſhall no longer he living to ad- 
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viſe and watch for their welfare, moſt determinedly 
to avoid play. I ſeemed preſerved by Providence 
from this evil but to endure much greater, 

General Lieuwen, my kind patron, ſent me from 
Krakow, to conduct a hundred and forty ſick men 
down the Viſtula to Dantzic, where there were Kuſ- 
ſian veſſels to receive and tranſport them to Riga. 

I requeſted permiſſion of the General to proceed . 
forward and viſit my mother and ſiſter, whom I was 
very deſirous to fee : At Elbing, therefore, I reſigned 
the command to Lieutenant Platen, and, attended by 
a ſervant, rode to the biſhoprick of Ermeland, where 

I had appointed an interview with them in a frontier 
village, A C 

Here an incident happened that had nearly coſt 
me my life. The Pruſſians, ſome days before, had 
carried off a peaſant's ſon from this village, as a re- 
cruit. The people were all in commotion. I wore 
ſpatterdaſhes, and the blue horſe uniform of Ruſſia. 
They took me for a Pruſſian at the door, and fell up- 
on me with every kind of weapon. A chaſſeur, who 
happened to be there, and the landlord, came to'my 
aſſiſtance, while I, battling with the peaſants, had 
thrown two of them down, I was delivered, but na 
till T had received, among others, two violent brugfes®: 
one on the left arm, and another which broke 
bridge of my noſe. The landlord adviſed me td 
cape as faſt as poſſible, or, that the village would rife 
and certainly murder me; my ſervant, therefore, who 
had retired for defence, with a pair of piſtols into the 
bakehouſe, got ready the horſes, and we rode off. 

I had ny Drives dreffed at the next village; my 
hand and eyes were exceedingly ſwelled, but I was 
obliged to ride two miles farther, to the town of Reſ- 
ſel, before 1 could find an able ſurgeon, and here I fo 
far recovered, in a weck, that I was able to return to 
Dantzic. My brother viſited me while at Reſſel, but 
my good mother had the misfortune, as ſhe was com- 
ng to me, to be thrown out of her carriage, by 
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which her arm was broken, ſo that ſhe and my, ſiſter 
were obliged to return, and I never ſaw her more. 

] was now at Dantzic, with my ſick convoy, where 
another moſt remarkable event happened, which 1, 
with good reaſon, ſhall ever remember. 

I became acquainted with a Pruſſian officer, hose 
name I ſhall conceal, out of reſpett to his very wor- 
thy family; he viſited me daily, and we often rode 
out together in the neighbourhood of Dantzic;- 

My faithful ſervant became acquainted with his, 
and my aſtoniſhment was indeed great when he, one 
day, ſaid to me with anxiety, © Beware, Sir, of a 
© ſnare laid for you by Lieutenant N- + he 
means to entice you out of town, and deliver you 
e up to the Pruſſians.“ I aſked him Where che leari.cd 
this: From the Lieutenant's ſervant,” anſwered he, 
„who is my friend, and withes to ſave me from mil. 
fortune. 

I now, with the aid of a une of ducats, diſcover- 
ed the Whole affair; and learned it was agreed 
between the Pruſſian reſident Reimer, and the Lieu- 
tenant, that the latter ſhould entice me into the ſub- 
urb of Langfubr, where there was an inn on the Prul- 
ſian territories : Here eight recruiting under-officers 
gc to wait concealed, and feize me the moment 1 
id the honſe, hurry me into a carriage, and'drive 
away for Lauenberg i in Pomerania. Two under-offi- 

75" were to eſcort me on horſeback, as far as the 
frontiers, and the remainder to hold, and prevent me | 
from calling for help, ſo long as we ſhould remain on 
the territorieg of Dantzic. | 
Il farther learned, my enemies were only to 11 arm- 

od with ſabres; and at they were to wait behind the 
door. The two ofſicers on horſeback, were to ſecure 
my ſervant, and prevent him from rjdiv 5 off and rail. 
ing an alarm. e 

Theſe preparations might eafily; 1 been es 
cd fruitleſs, by my refuſing to accept the propoſal of 
the Lieutenant: But vanity gave me other advice; 
and reſentment made me defirous of av enging myſelf 
* har ſuck s deteſtable treachery, Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant N came about noon to dine with me 
as uſual; was more penſive and ſerious than I had 
ever obſerved him before, and left me at four in the 
afternoon, after having made me promiſe to ride ear- 
ly next day with him as far as Langfuhr. I obſerved 
my conſent gave him great pleaſure, and my heart 
then pronounced ſentence on the traitor. The mo- 
ment he had left me I went to the Ruſſian reſident, 
M. Scheerer, an honeſt Swiſs, related the whole con- 
ſpiracy, and aſked whether I might not take fix of the 
men under my command for my own perſonal de- 
fence : I told him my plan, which he at firſt oppoſ- 
ed, but, ſeeing me obſtinate, he anſwered at laſt, ** Do- 
as you pleaſe ; I muſt know nothing of the matter, 
„nor will I make myſelf reſponſible,” K 
I immediately joined my foldiers, ſelected fix men, 
and took them, while it was dark, oppoſite the Pruſ- 
ſian inn, hid them in the corn, with an order to run to 
my help, with their firelocks loaded, the firſt diſcharge 
they ſhould hear, to ſeize all who ſhould fall into- 
their power, and only to fire in caſe of reſiſtance, I 
provided them with fire arms, by concealing them in 
the carriage which brought them to their hiding place. 
Notwithſtanding all theſe precautions, I ſtill thought 
it neceſſary to prevent ſurpriſe, by informing myſelf_ 
what were the proceedings of my enemies, leſt my in- 
telligence ſhould have been falſe ; and I learned from 
my ſpies that, at four in the morning, the Pruſſian reſ- 
ident, Reimer, had left the city with poſt-horſes, 

I loaded mine and my ſervant's horſe and pocket 
piſtols, prepared my Turkiſh ſabre, and in gratitude to. 
the heutenant's man, promiſed to take him into my 
ſervice, being convinced of his honeſty, 2 BY 

The heutenant cheerfully entered about ſix in the — 
morning, expatiated on the fineneſs of the weather, 
and jocoſely told me I ſhould be very kindly received 
by the handſome landlady of Langfubro 

I was ſoon ready; we mounted, and left the town, 
attended by our ſervants, Some three hundred paces 
from the inn, my worthy friend propoſed that we 
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The reſident, Reimer, was at the window of the 
inn, and called out, as. ſoon as he faw me, ++ Good- 
„morrow, Captain, good-morrow ; come, come in, 
* your breakfaft is waiting,” I, ſneering, ſmiled, and 
told him I had not time at preſent. So faying, I con- 
tinued my walk, but my 3 would almely 
force me/ to enter, took me by the arm, and partly 
ſtruggled with me, on „heb, les all patience, I 
gave him a blow, which almoſt knocked him down, 
and ran to my horfes as if I meant to fly. 

The Pruſſians inſtantly ruthed from behind their 
door, with clamour, to attack me. I fred at the firſt; 
my Ruſſians ſprapg from their-hiding place, preſent- 
cd their pieces, and called, Stuy, ſtuy, yebionnamat. 

The terror of the poor Pm fans may well be ſup- 
poſed. All began to run. I had taken care to make 
jure of my lieutenant, and was, next, running to ſeize 
the reſident, but he had eſcaped out of the back door, 
„ ith the loſs only of his white periwig. The Ruf- 
fians had taken four priſoners, and I compunded, them 
to beſtow fifty ſtrokes upon each of them, in the open 
ftreet, An enſign, named Caſſeburg, baving told me 
His name, and that he had been my brother's ſchool- 
fellow, begged remiſſion, and excuſed himſelf, on the 
neceſlity which he Was vader to obey his Tupapens 

I admitted his excuſes, and ſuffered him to I 
Ko drew my ſword, and bade the lieutenant fond 
himſelf ; but he was fo confuſed that, after drawing 
his word, he aſked my pardon, laid the whole blame 
pon the refident, and had not the power to put him- 
ſelf upon his guard. I twice 3 his ſword out of 
his hand, and at laſt taking the Ruſſian corporal's 
cane, I exliauſted my ee with beating him, with; 
out his offering the leaſt reſiſtance, Such is the mean- 
neſs of detedle d treachery. 1 ett him Fnerljng, ſay⸗ 


ing 
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ing to him, 5s Go, raſcal ! now, and tell your comrades 


«the mariner in which Trenck puniſhes robbers on 
« the highway.“ 

The people had aſſembled round us Juvivng the ac- 
tion, to whom I related the affair, and the attack hav- 
ing happened on the territories of Dantzic, the Pruſ- 
ſians Were. in danger of being ſtoned by the populace. 
I and my Ruſſians marched off victorious, proceeded 
to the harbour, embarked, and three or wo days af ter, 
ſet ſail for Riga. 

It is remarkable that none of the une papers took 
any notice of this affair; no ſatisfackion was required. 
The Pruſſians, no doubt, were aſhamed of being de- 
feated in an attempt ſo perfidious. | 

I fince have learned that Frederic, no doubt, by the 
falſe repreſentations: of Reimer, was highly irritat ed, 
and what afterwards happened proves his anger pur- 
ſued me through every corner of the earth, till at laſt 
I fell into his power at- Dantzic, and ſuffered: a mar- 
tyrdom moſt unmerited and une xampled. 

The Pruſſian envoy, Goltz, indeed, made complaints 
to Count Beſtuchef, concerning this Dantzic {kirmiſh, 


but received no faciafaRiion. My conduct was juſti- f 


fied in Ruſſia, I having defenaed myſelf Rey ailal- 
fins, as a Ruſſian captain ought, 

Some diſpaſſionate readers may blame me for not 
having avoided this rencontre; and demanded-perſon- 
al: ſatisfaction of Licutenunt N But I have, 
through life, rather ſought than avoided danger. My 
vanity and revenge were both rouſed, 1 was every 
where perſecuted by the Pruſſians, and was therefore 
determined to mo that; far from NaNO, I was able 
to defend myſelf, 

I hired the 8 of the Bat whim found 
honeit and faithful, and whom 1. comfortably fettied 
in marriage at Vienna, i in 1753; After my ten years 
impriſonment; I found him poor, and again took br 


into my ſervice, i in which he. died, at Drerbach, i: 
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And now behold me at fea, on my voyage to Riga, 
1 had eaten heartily before I went on board; a ſtorm 
eame on, I worked half the night to aid the crew, hut 
at length became ſea-fick, and went to he down. 
Scarcely-had I cloſed my eyes before the maſter came 
with the joyful tidings, as he thought, that we were 
running for the port of Pillau. Far from pleaſing, 
this, to me, was dreadful intelligence. Iran on deck, 
faw the harbour right before me, and a pilot coming 
off. The ſea muſt now be either kept in a ſtorm, or 
I fall into the hands of the Pruſſians; for I was 
known to the whole garriſon of Pillau. 


I deſired the captain to tack about and keep the ſea, 
but he would not liſten to me,  Perceiving this, I 
flew to my cabin, fnatched my piſtols, returned, ſeiz- 

ed the helm, and threatened the captain with inſtant 
death, if he did not obey. My Ruſſians began to. 
murmur ; they were averſe to encountering the dan- 
gers of the ſtorm, but, luckily, they. were {till more 
_ averſe to meet my anger, overawed as they were by 
my piſtols, and my two ſervants,” who ſtood by me 
faithfully. - | ITE 


* 


J 


Half an hour after the ſtorm began to ſubſide, and 
we fortunately arrived the next day in the harbour 
of Riga. The captain, however, could not be ap- 
peaſed, but accuſed me before the old and honourable 
Marſhall Lacy, then Governor of Riga. I was oblig- 
ed to appear, and replied to the charge by relating the 
truth. The Governor anſwered, my obſtinacy might 
have occaſioned the death of a-hundred and ſixty per- 
ſons. I, ſmiling retorted,. I have brought them 
«all ſafe to port, pleaſe your Excellency.; and, for 
& my part, my fate would have been much more mer- 
„ ciful, by falling into the hands of my God, than in- 
to the hands.of my enemies. My danger was ſo 
great that I forgot the danger of others; beſides, ſir, 
l knew my comrades were ſoldiers, and feared death: 
5 as little as I do.” My anſwer pleaſed the fine grey-- 
headed general, and he gave me a recommendation to 
the chancellor Beſtuchef at. Moſcow. Ct os 
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endeavoured to detach me 


BARON TRENCR. TY 


General Lieuwen had marched from Moravia, for 
Ruſſia, with the army, and was then at Riga. I went 
to pay him my reſpects; he kindly received me, and 
took me to one of his ſeats, named Annaburg, four 
miles from Riga. Here I remained ſome days, and 
he gave me every recommendation. to Moſgow, where 
the court then was, It was intended I ſhould endeav- 
our to obtain a company in the regiment of cuiraſſiers, 


the captains of which: then ranked as mayors, and he 


adviſed me to throw up my commiſſion in the Siberi- 
manes and the memory of this, worthy man! May God. 
reward his benevolence ! wo | TON 
From Riga, I departed, in company with M. Oet- 
tinger, lieutenant colonel of engineers, and Lieuten- 


ant Weiſmann, for Moſcow. This is the ſame Weiſk- 


mann who rendered fo many important ' fervices to 
Ruſha, during the laſt was with the Turks. 
On my arrival, after delivering in my letters of rec- 


emmendation, I Was particularly. well received by 


Count Beſtuchef. Oettinger, whoſe friendſhip I had 
gained, was exceedingly intimate with the chancellor, 
and my intereſt was thereby promated, — 

I had not been long at Mofco y before I met Count 
Hamilton, my former friend during my abede at Vi- 
enna, He was captain of cavalry; in the regimensof 


General Bernes, who had been ſent as imperial ambafs.. | 


fador to Ruſſia, | 


| Bernes had been. ambaſſador at Berlin, in 1743). 


where he had, conſequently, known me during the 


height of my favaur at the court of Frederic. Ham- 


ilton preſented me to him, and I had the good fortune 
ſo far to gain his friendſhip, that after a few viſits, he 

3 the Ruſſian ſervice, of- 
fering me the ſtrongeſt recommendations to Vienna, 


and a company in his own regiment. My couſin's 
misfortunes, however, had left too deep an impreſſion. 


upon my memory, for me to follow his advice. The 
Indies would then have been preferred. by me to 
| 77FFFFFFFFC ey Tlte aca! £ 


Autiſta, a 
Bernes. 


Bernes invited me to dine with him, in compan 
with his boſom friend, Lord Hyndford, the' Engliſh 
ambaſſador. How great was the pleaſure I that day 
received! This eminent ſtateſman had known. me at 
Berlin, and was preſent when Frederic had honoured 
me, with ſaying, C'eſt un matador de ma jeuneſſe. He 
was well read in men, conceived a good opinion of my 
abilities, and became a friend and father to me. He 
feated me by his fide at table, and aſked me, Why 
came you here, Trenck ? .' In ſearch of bread and 
© honour, my Lord,“ anſwered I, having unmerit- 
4 edly loſt them both in my own country.” He far- 
ther inquired the ſtate of my finances: I told him my 
whole Foes might be ſome thirty ducats 
“Take my counſel,” ſaid he; © you have the nec- 
* effary qualifications to ſucceed in Ruſſia, but the 
people here rg ig poverty, judge from. the exteri- 
* our only, and do not include ſervices or talents in 
* the eſtimate ; you muſt have the appearance of be- 
ing wealthy. I and Bernes will introduce you into 
the beſt families, and will ſupply you with the nec- 
© eflary means of ſupport. Splendid liveries, led 
** horſes, diamond rings, deep play, a bold front, un- 
+ daunted freedom IM ith ſtatefmen, and gallantry a- 
_ * mong{the ladies, are the means by which foreigners 
© uſt make their way in this country, Avail your- 
4 ſelf of them, and leave the reſt to us.“ This leſſon 
laſted ſome time. Bernes entered in the interim, and 
they determined, mutually, to contribute towards my. 
promotion. e eee OPM 
Few of the young men who ſeek their fortune in: 
foreign countries, meet ineidents fo favourable, For- 
tune, for a moment, ſeemed willing to recompenſe my 
alt ſufferings, and again to-raiſe me to the height from 
which I had fallen, Theſe ambaſſadors, here againz 
| by aceident met, had before been witneſſes df my pros. 
perity when at. Berlin. The talents I poſſeſſed, and 
the favour I then enjoyed, attracted the notice of all 
foreign miniſters. , They were boſom friends, equally 
well read in the human heart, and equally bra es 


+ 
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and . Their recommendation at court 
was decifive ; the nations they repreſented were in 
alliance with Ruſha, and the confidence ee 
placed in them was-unbounded, 

] was now introduced into all companies, not as 
a foreigner who came to intreat employment, but as 

the heir of the houſe of Trenck, and its rich Hungari- 
an poſſe ſſions, and as * former favorite of the uk 
fian monarch, - 

I was alſo admitted to the ſociety of the firſt lite- 
rati, and wrote a poem on the anniverſary of the coro- 
nation of the Empreſs Elizabeth. Hyndford took 
care ſhe ſhould ſee it, and, in conjunction with the 
chancellor, preſented me to the ſovereign. My recep- 
tion was moſt gracious ; ſhe herſelf recommended me 
to the chancellor, and preſented me with a gold-hilted 


word, worth a thouſand: rubles. This ' raiſed me 


bighly i in the eſteem of all the houſes of the Beſtuchef . 
5 party. 1 


every foreigner, Who gave a dinner or a ball, muſt 
fend notice to the chancellor Beſtuchef, that he might 
return a liſt of the gueſts allowed to be invited. Fac- 

tion governed every thing, and, wherever Beſtuchef 
was, no friend of Woronzow durſt appear, I was the 
intimate of the Auſtrian and Engliſh ambaſladors ; 
conſequently, was careſſed and nd in all com- 
panies. I ſoon became the favourite of the chancel- 
lor's lady, as I ſhall hereafter noticez and nothing 
more was wanting to obtain all I could wiſh. * a 
I was well acquainted with architectural deſign, 
had free acceſs to the houſe and cabinet of the chan- 
cellor where I drew in company with Colonel Oet- 
düngen who Was 5 then the head architect of Roa, T 
 _ , 


* Books, 33 private \ ſcandal, alt 8 Us s that 


the Cheſterfield ſyſtem, far rom being ſuppoſed deprav 
ed, is held honourable, and us. pupils boaſt. of their er- 


Manners were at that time o 5 in Ruſſia, that 8 


þloits i in all foreign countries, Me ſay foreign, for we 


have an ardent hope England is ſtill an exception. T. 
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made the perſpective view of the new palace, which 
the chancellor intended to build at Moſcow, by which 
I acquired univerſal honour. I had gained more ac- 
quaintance in, and knowledge of, Ruſſia in one month, 


than others, wanting my means, have done in twelve. 


As I was one day relating my progreſs to Lord 
Hyndford, he, like a friend, grown grey in courts; 
kindly took the parental trouble to adviſe me. From 


him I obtained a perfect knowledge of Ruſha : He was 
acquainted with all the intrigues of European courts, 


their families, party cabals, the foibles of the monarchs, 
the principles of their government, the. plans of the 
great Peter, and had alſo made the peace of Breſlaw, 
Thus, having been the confidential friend of Frederic, 
he was intimately acquainted with his heart, as well 


as the ſources of his power, Hyndford was penetrat- 


ing, noble minded, had the greatneſs of the Briton, 
without his haugtineſs; and the principles by which 
he combined the paſt, the preſent and the future, 
were ſo clear, that I, his ſcholar, by adhering to them, 


have been enabled to foretell all the moſt remarkable 
revolutions that have happened, during the ſpace of 


fix and thirty years, in Europe. By theſe I knew, 
when any miniſter was diſgraced, who ſhould be his 
ſucceſſor. I daily paſſed ſome hours improving by 
his kind converſation, and to him am I indebted for 


moſt of that knowledge of the world I happen to pol- 


. SP ER: 1 
le took various opportunities of cautioning me 
againſt the effects of an ardent, ſanguine temper, and 


my hatred of arbitrary power; warned me to beware 
of the determined perſecution of Frederic, of his irre- 


concilable anger, his intrigues and influence in the 


various courts of Europe, which he would certainly 
_ exert to prevent my promotion, leſt I ſhould impede 


his own projects, and lamented my future ſufferings, 
which he plainly foreſaw, * Deſpots,“ ſaid he, al- 
© ways are ſuſpicious, and abhor thoſe who have a 


* conciouſneſs of their own worth, of the rights of 


* mankind, and hold the laſh of ſlavery in pers 
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* The enlightend are, by them, called reſtleſs ſpirits, 
turbulent and dangerous; and virtue, there, where 
virtue is unneceſſary for the humbling and tramp- 
ling upon the ſuffering ſubjett, is accounted a crime 
&© of all others, the moſt to be dreaded.” “ 

Hyndford taught me to know, and highly to value, 
freedom, to deſpiſe tyrants, to endure the worſt. of 
miferies, to emulate true greatneſs of mind, to deſpiſe 
danger, and to honour only thoſe whoſe elevation of 
ſoul had taught them equally to oppoſe bigotry and 
deſpotiſm. 952 5 5 | 8 

Bernes was a philoſopher, but, with the penetra- 
tion of an Italian, more cautious than Hyndford, yet 
equally honeſt and worthy, His friendſhip for me 


was unbounded, and the time paſſed in their compa- 


ny was eſteemed by me moſt precious. The liberali- 
ty of my ſentiments, thirſt after knowledge and ſci- 
entific acquirements, gained their favour : Our topics 
of converſation were inexhauſtible; and I acquired 
more real information at Moſcow than at Berlin, un- 
cer the tuition of La Metri, Maupertuis, and Vol- 


Scarcely had I been ſix weeeks in this city before 
I had an adventure which I ſhall here relate; for, 
myſelf exepted, all the perſons concerned in it are 


now dead. Intrigues properly belong to novels. 


This book is intended for a more ſerious purpole, 
and they are, therefore, here uſually ſuppreſſed, It 


cannot be ſuppoſed I was a woman-hater, Moſt of 


the good or bad fortune I experienced originated in 
love, I was not by nature inconſtant, and was inca- 
pable of deceit, even in amours. In the very ardour 
of youth I always ſhunned mere ſenſual pleaſures.— 
| loved for more exalted reaſons, and, for ſuch, 
ſought to be beloved again. Love and friendſhip 


were, with me, always united; and thefe I was capa- 


ble of inciting, maintaining, and deſerving. The 


_ moſt difficult of acceſs, the nobleſt and: the faireſt, 


were ever my choice; and my veneration for theſe, 
always deterred me from grofſer gretifieations;* BS 
woman 
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woman I was formed ; by the faith of woman ſup- 


ported under misfortunes ; in'the company of woman 
enjoyed the few hours of delight my life of forrows 


Ras experienced. Woman, beautiful and well in- 
ſtructed, even now, lightens the burden of age, the 


world's tediouſneſs, and its woes; and, when theſe 
are ended, I would rather wifſh my eyes might be cloſi 


ed by fair and virgin hands, than when expiring, fix- 
ed on a hypocritical prieft, ' 


My adventures with women would amply furniſh 


Ul 
- 


à romance; but enough of this. I ſhould not relate 


the preſent, were it not neceſſary to my ſtory.“ 
Dining one public day with Lord Hyndford, I was 
ſeated befide a charming young lady of one of the beſt 


families in Ruſſia, who had been promiſed in marriage 
though only ſeventeen, to an old invalid miniſter, 


Her eyes ſoon told me ſhe thought me preferable to 


her intended bridegroom. I underſtood them, la- 
mented her hard fate, and was ſurpriſed to hear her 
exclaim, Oh Heavens! that it were poſhble you 


& could deliver me from my misfortune : I would 
engage to do whatever you would direct.“ 

The impreſſion ſuch an appeal muſt make on a 
man of four and twenty, of a temperament like mine, 
may eaſily be ſuppoſed. ' The lady was raviſhingly 
beautiful; her ſoul was candour itſelf, and her rank 
that of a princeſs; but the court commands had al- 
ready been given in favour of the marriage; and 


flight, with all its inſeparable dangers, was the only 
expedient. A public table was no place for long ex- 
planations. Our hearts were already one, I re- 
 queſted an interview, and the next day was ap- 


pointed, the place the Trotzer garden, where I paſſed 


three 


At would be unpardonable not to warn the youthful 
reader of the mixture of good and bad morality in what 


the Baron has here, and in various other places, been 


Hleaſed to jay concerning love? or, rather, as he tos 
often and too "tvidenily means, the worſt part of love, 


gallantry, T 
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three rapturous hours in her company; thanks to 
her woman, who was a Georgian. | 


To eſcape, however, from Moſcow was impoſſible, 
The diſtance thence, to any foreign country, was too 


great, The court was not to remove to Peterſburg till 


the next ſpring, and her marriage was fixed for the 
firſt of Auguſt, The misfortune was not to be reme- 
died, and nothing was left us but patience perforcc. 


We could only reſolve to fly from Peterſburg, when 


there, the ſooneſt poſſible, and to take refuge in ſome 
cornerof the earth, where we might remain unknown 


of all. The marriage therefore was celebrated with 

pomp, though I, in deſpite of forms, was the true huſ- 

band of the princeſs. Such was the ſtate of the huſ- 

band impoſed 

give diſguſt, were impoſſible, | En; 
The princeſs gave me her jewels, and ſeveral thou- 


ſand rubles, which ſhe had received as a nuptial preſ- 


ent, that I might 8 every thing neceſſary for 
flight: My evil deſtiny, however, had otherwiſe deter- 
mined. I was playing at ombre with her one night, 


at the houſe of the Counteſs'of Beſtuchef, when ſhe  _» 
complained of a violent head ach, appointed me to - 


meet her on the morrow, in the Trotzer gardens, claſ- 
ped my hand with inexpreſſible emotion, and depart- 
ed. Alas! I never beheld her more, till ſtretched upon 
her bier! V Met 

She grew delirious that very night, and ſo contin- 


ued till her death, which happened on the fixth day, 
when the ſmall 2 began to appear. Amidſt her diſ- 


traction, ſhe had diſcovered our love, and inceſſantly 


called on me to deliver her from her tyrant. Thus, 


in the flower of her age, periſhed one of the moſt love- 


ly women I ever knew, and with her fled all I held 


moſt dear. 


All my plans were now to be new arranged. Lord 


Hyndford alone was in the ſecret, for I had no ſecrets 


for him : He ſtrengthened me in my firſt reſolution, 


and owned that he himſelf, for ſuch a miſtreſs, might 
perhaps have been weak enoug 
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had done, Almoſt as much moved as myſelf, he ſym. 
pathized with me like a friend, and his advice deter- 
red me from ending my miſeries, and deſcending with 


Her, whom I had loved and loſt, to the grave. This 
was the ſevereſt trial I had ever felt. Our affeftion 


was unbounded, and ſuch only as noble hearts can feel, 
She being gone, the whole world became a deſert, 
There is not a man on earth, whoſe life affords more 


various turns of fate than mine. Swiftly raiſed to the 
higheſt pinnacle of hope, as ſuddenly was I caſt head- . 
long down, and ſo remarkable were theſe revolutions 


that he, who has read my hiſtory, will at laſt find it 
difficult to ſay whether he envies or pities me moſt. 
And yet theſe were, in reality, but preparatory to the 


evils that hovered over my devoted head. Had not 
the remembrance of paſt joys ſoothed and ſupported 


me under my ſufferings, I certainly ſhould not have 
endured the ten years torture of the Magdeburg dun- 
geon, with a fortitude that might have been worthy 
even of Socrates, 1 


Enough of this. My blood again courſes ſwiſter 


through my veins as I write ! Reſt, gentle maiden, 
noble and lovely as thou wert ! For thee, ought 
Heaven to have united a form fo fair, animated as it 
was by a foul ſo pure, to ever-blooming youth and 
immortality. C . 

My love for this lady became well known in Moſ- 
cow ; yet her corpulent overgrown huſband had not 
underſtanding enough to ſuppoſe there was any 


meaning in her rhapſodies during her delirium, 


Her gifts to me amounted in value, to about ſeven 


thouſand ducats, Lord Hyndford, and Count Bernes, 
both adjudged them legally mine, and well am I aſſur- 


ed her heart had bequeathed me much more. 


To this event ſucceeded another, by which my 


fortune was greatly influenced, The Counteſs of 
HBeſtuchef was then the moſt amiable and witty wem- 
an at court. Her huſband, cunning, ſelfiſn, but ſhal- 
low, had the name of miniſter, while ſhe, in reality, 


governed with a genius at once daring and compre- 
TER „ e henſive 
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henfive. The too pliant Elizabeth, careleſsly left the 


moſt important things to the direction of othe.s, 


Thus the Counteſs was the firſt perſon of the empire, 
and on whom the attention of all the foreign miniſters 
was fixed. ' 15 „„ 
Haughty and majeſtic in demeanor, ſhe was ſup- 
poſed to be the only woman at court who continued 
faithful to her huſband; which ſuppoſition, proba- 
bly, originated in her art and education, ſhe being a 
German born; for I afterwards found her virtue was 
only pride, and a knowledge of the national charac- 
ter. The Ruſſian lover rules deſpotic over his mif- 
treſs ; requires money, ſubmiſſion, and, ſhould he 
meet oppoſition, threatens her with blows and the 
diſcovery of her ſecret, 
During Elizabeth's reign, foreigners could neither 
appear at court, nor in the beſt company, without the 
introduction of Beſtuchef, I and Sievers, gentlemen | 
of the chamber, were at that time the only Germans 
who had free egreſs and regreſs in all houſes of faſh-. 
ion: My being protected by the Engliſh and Auſtrian 
ambaſſadors, gave me very peculiar advantages, and 
made my company every where courted. | 
Beſtuchef had been reſident, during the late reign, 
at Hamburg, in which inferior ſtation he married the 
counteſs, at that time, though young and handſome, 
only the widow of the merchant Boettger, Under 
Elizabeth, Beſtuchef roſe to the ſummit of rank and 
power, and the widow Boettger became the firſt 
lady in the empire. When I knew her, ſhe was 
eight and thirty, conſequently no beauty, though a 


woman highly endowed in mind and manners, of 


keen diſcernment, diſliking the Ruſſians, protecting 


the Pruſſians, and at whoſe averſion all trembled. 
Her carriage towards the Ruſſians was, what it 


muft be in her ſituation, lofty, cautious, and ironical, 
rather than kind. To me, ſhe ſhewed the utmoſt eſ- 
teem on all occaſions, welcomed me to her table, and. 
ten admitted me to drink coffee in company with 
kerſelfaloneand Colonel Oettinger. The countels 22 
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failed giving me to underſtand ſhe had perceived my 


love for the Princefs N; and, though I conſtant. 
ly denied the fact, ſhe related circumftances which 
ſhe could have known as I 1 only from my 


miſtreſs herſelf : My ſilence pleaſed her, for the Ruf- 


ſians, when a lady has a partiality for them, never fail 
to vaunt of their good fortune. She wiſhed to per- 
ſuade me ſhe had obſerved us in company, had read 


the language of our eyes, and had long penetrated our 


ſecret. I was ignorant, at that time, that ſhe then, 
and had long before, entertained the maid of my miſ- 
trefs, as a ſpy in her pay. | | 
About a week after the death of the princeſs, the 
counteſs invited me to take coffee with her, in her 
chamber ; lamented my lofs, and the violence of that 
paſſion which had deprived me of all my cuſtomary 
vivacity, and altered my very appearance, She ſcem- 
ed ſo intereſted in my behalf, and exprefled ſo many 
wiſhes, and fo ardent, to better my fate, that I could 
vo longer doubt. Another opportunity ſoon happen- 


ed, which confirmed thefe my fuſpicions : Her mouth 


confeſſed her ſentiments. Diſcretion, fecreſy, and 
ficelty, were the laws ſhe impoſed ; and never did! 
experience a more ardent paſſion from woman, Such 
was her underſtanding and penetration, ſhe knew 
how to rivet my affections. . 1 
Caution was the thing moſt neceſſary. She con- 
trived, however, to make opportunity. The chancel 
tor valued, confided in me, and employed me in his 
cabinet; ſo that I remained whole days in the houſe, 
My captainſhip of cavalry was now no longer thought 
of: I was deltined to political employment, My 
firſt was to be gentleman of the chamber, which, in 
Ruſſia, is an office of importance, and the proſpett of 


futurity became to me moſt reſplendent. Lord Hynd- 


ford, ever the repoſitory of my ſecrets, counſelled 
me, formed plans for my conduct, rejoiced-at my ſuc- 
ceſs, and refſed to be reimburſed the expenſe he had 


been at, though now my circumſtances were proſpet- 
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The degree of credit I enjoyed ſoon was noticed : 
Foreign miniſters began to pay their court to me ; 
Goltz, the Pruſſian miniſter, made every effort to win 


me, but found me incorruptible. 


The Ruſſian alliance was, at this time, highly 
eourted by foreign powers; the humbling of Pruſſia 
was the thing generally wiſhed and planned ; and no- 


body was better informed than myſelf, of miniſterial 


and family faftions at this court. TD 
My millet. a year after my a0 . AR with _ 
her, fell into her enemies' power, and, with her huſ- 
band, was delivered over to the executioner. Chan- 
ccllor Beſtuchef, in the year 1756, was forced to con- 
feſſion, by the knout. Apraxin, miniſter of war, 
had a fimilar fate. The wife of his brother, then en- 
voy in Poland, was, by the treachery of a certain 
Lieutenant Berger, with three others of the firſt la- 
dies of the court, knouted, branded, and had their 
tongues cut out. This happened in the year 1741, 


when Elizabeth aſcended the throne, Her huſband, 


however, faithfully ſerved ; I knew him, as Ruſhan 
envoy, at Vienna, in 1731. This may indeed be 
called the love of our country, and thus does it hap- 
pen to the firſt men of the ſtate; what then can a 
foreigner hope for if perſecuted, and in the power of 


thoſe in authority? * 


No man, in ſo fhort a ſpace of time, had greater 
opportunities than I, to diſcover tHe ſecrets of ſtate; 
eſpecially when guided by Hyndford and Bernes un- 
der the reign of a well-meaning but ſhort-ſighted Em- 
preſs, whoſe firſt miniſter was a weak man, directed 


by the will of an able and ambitious wiſe, and which 
wife loved me, a ſtranger, an acquaintance only of a 


Niere is a confuſion of dates, as well as facts, in the 
above paragraph. Perhaps there may be ſome error of 
the preſs and the Baron's long impriſonment, and 
advanced age in which he wrote, might both, or either, 
lead to miſtake.. The Baron's chronology, even of himſelf, is 


tirouphout, very accurate, 
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few months, ſo paſſionately that, to this paſſion, the 


would have facrificed every other object. She . | 
ing 


in fakt be conſidered as Emprefs of Ruſlia, diſpo 
of peace or war; and, had I been more prudent or 


lefs fincere, I might, in fuch a ſituation, have amaſſed 


treaſures, and depoſited them in full ſecurity. Her 
generoſity was boundleſs ; and, though obliged to 
pay above a hundred thoufand rubles in one year to 
diſcharge her ſon's debts, yet might I have faved a 
{till larger fum ; but half of the gifts ſhe obliged me 
to receive, I lent to this fon, and loſt. So far was 1 
from ſelfiſh and ſo negligent of wealth, that, by fup- 
plying. the wants of others, I often, on a reverſe of 
fortune, ſuffered want myſelf, _ EP: 
This my ſplendid fuccefs in Ruſſia, diſpleaſed the 


great Frederic, whoſe perſecution every where at- 
tended me, and who ſuppoſed his intereft injured by 


my ſucceſs in Ruſſia, The ineident I am going to 
relate was, at the time it happened, well known to, 
ard cauſed much agitatiomamong, all the foreign am- 
baſſadors. oe | 8 
Lord Hyndford deſired I would make him a fair 
copy of a plan of Cronſtadt, for which he furniſhed 
the materials, with three additional drawings of the 


various ſhips in the harbour, and their names. There 
Was neither danger nor ſuſpicion attending this; the 
plan of Cronſtadt being no fecret, but publicly fold 
in the ſhops of Peterſburg. England was, likewiſe, 
then in the cloſeſt alliance with Ruſſia, Hyndford 


ſhewed the drawing to Funk, the Saxon envoy, his 


intimate friend, who aſked his permiſſion to copy it 


himſelf. Hyndford gave him the plan ſigned with 
my name, and after Funk had heen fome days em- 


ployed copying it, the Pruſſian miniſter, Goltz, who 
lived in his netghbourhood, came in, as he frequent- 


ly paid him friendly viſits, Funk, unfuſpectingly, 


ſhewed him my drawing, and both lamented that 
Frederic had loſt fo uſeful a ſubject. Goltz aſked to 
borrow it for a couple of days, in order to corre& 


his down, and Funk, one of the worthicſt, moſt hon- 
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eſt, and leaſt fuſpicious of men, who loved me like 2 © 
brother, accordingly lent the plan, LS 
No ſooner was Goltz in poſſeſſion of it than he 


hurried to the chancellor, with whoſe weakneſs he 
was well acquainted, told him his intent in comin 


was to prove that a man, who had once been unfaith- 
ful to his king and country, where he had been loaded 
with favours, would certainly betray, for his own pri- 
vate intereſt, every ſtate where he was truſted, He 
continued his Powe by fpeaking of the rapid prog- 


reſs I had made in Ruſſia, and the free entrance I had 


found in the chancellor's houfe where I was received 


as a ſon, and initiated in the ſecrets of the cabinet. 
The chancellor defended me: Goltz then endeav- 


oured to incite his jealouſy, and told him my private 


interviews with his wife, efpecially in the palace gar- 
den, were publicly fpoken of, This he had learned 


from his fpies, he having endeavoured, by the ſnares 


he laid, to make my deſtruction certain. 


He likewiſe Iced Beſtuchef to ſuſpeR his ſecretary, = 


S—n, was a party in the intrigue ; till at laſt the chan- 


cellor became very angry : Goltz then took my plan 


of Cronſtadt from his pocket, and added, Your ex- 
* cellency is nourifhing a ſerpent in your boſom. 
« This drawing have I received from Trenck, copied 
from your cabinet deſigns, for two hundred duc- 
ats.“ He knew I was employed there ſometimes 


with Oettinger, whoſe office it was to 2 the 
cations. 


buildings and repairs of all the Ruſſian fortit 
Beſtuchef was aſtoniſned; his anger became violent, 
and Goltz added fuel to the flame, by inſinuating I 


ſhould not be fo powerfully protected by Bernes, the 
Auſtrian ambaſſador, were it not to favour the views 
of his own court, Beſtuchef mentioned proſecution. 
and the knout ; Goltz replied my friends were too pow- 
erful, my pardon would be procured, and the evil this. 
way increaſed, They therefore determined to have 
me ſecretly ſecured, and privately conveyed to Sibe- 


la. 


116 oor L I F E or. 


Thus, while I unfuſpectingly dreamed of nothing but 
happineſs, the gathering ſtorm threatened deſtruction, 


which only was averted by accident, or God's good 


ovidence, ie 

Goltz had ſcarcely left the place triumphant, when 
the chancellor entered, with bitterneſs and rancor in 
his heart, into his lady's apartment, reproached her 
with my conduct, and while ſhe endeavoured to ſooth 
him, related all that had paſſed. Her penetration was 
much deeper than her huſband's : She perceived there 
was a plot againſt me: She indeed knew my heart 
better than any other, and particularly that I was not 


in want of a poor two hundred ducats. She could. 
not, however, appeaſe him, and my arreſt was deter- 


mined, She therefore inſtantly wrote me a line to the 
following purport. „ 1 
* You are threatened, dear friend, by a very immi- 
 *nent danger. Do not ſleep to-night at home, but 


* ſecure yourſelf at Lord Hyndford's till you hear far- 


: 6 aher from ane.” --- 1 
Secretary S—n, her confidant (the fame who, not 
long ſince, was Ruſſian envoy at Ratiſbon) was ſent 
with this note. He found me, after dinner, at the En- 
gliſh ambaſſador's, and called me aſide. I read the 
billet, was aſtoniſhed at its contents, and ſhewed it 
Lord Hyndford, My conſcience was void of re- 


proach, except that we ſuſpected my ſecret with the 


counteſs had been betrayed to the chancellor ; and, 
fearing his jealouſy, Hyndford commanded me to re- 
main in his houfe till we ſhould make further diſcov- 


We placed ſpies round the houſe where I lived: 1 


was inquired for after midnight, and the lieutenant of 
| the police came himſelf, and ſearched the houſe. 
Lord Hyndford went about ten in the morning to, 
viſit the chancellor, that he might obtain ſome intelli- 
gence, who immediately reproached him for having 
ranted an aſylum to a traitor, * What has this traitor 


done“ ſaid Hyndford. © Faithleſsly copied a plan 


of Cronſtadt, . rom my cabinct drawings,“ anſwered 


3 
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the chancellor, „which he has ſold to the Pruſſian 


6 miniſter for two hundred ducats. ? : 
Hyndford was aftoniſhed ; he knew me well, and 
alſo knew that he had then in money and jewels, more 
than eight thouſand ducats of mine in his own hands; 
nor was he leſs ignorant of the little value I ſet on 
money, or of the ſources whence I could obtain it, 
when I pleaſed, © Has your excellency actually ſeen 
ee this drawing of Trenck's ?““ Yes, I have been 
*ſhewn it by Goltz.“ —“ I wiſh I might likewiſe be 
& permitted to ſee it; I know Trenck's drawing, and 
© make myſelf reſponſible that he is no traitor, Here 
js ſome myſtery ; be fo kind as to defire M. Goltz 
ill come, and bring his plan of Croriſtadt. Trenck 
is at my houſe, ſhall be forth-coming inſtantly, and 
„ will not protect him, if he proves guilty,” 
The chancellor wrote to Goltz, but he, artful as he 
was, had, no doubt, taken care to be informed that 
the lieutenant of the police had mifled his prey. He 
therefore ſent an excuſe, and did not appear. In the 
mean time I entered, Hyndford then addreſſed me, 


with the openneſs of an Engliſhman, and aſłked— 


Are you a traitor, Trenck ? If fo, you do not merit 
my protection, but fland here a ſtate priſoner. 
Have you fold a plan of Cronſtadt to M. Goltz?“ 
My anſwer may eaſily be ſuppoſed. Hyndford re- 
hearſed what the chancellor had told him, 1 was de- 
fired to leave the room, and Funk was fent for, The 
moment he came in, Hyndford ſaid, Sir, where is 
<that plan of Cronſtadt which Trenck copied?“ 
Funk, heſitating, replied, I will go for it,” © Have 
*you it,” continued Hyndford, at home? ſpeak 
«© upon your honour” “ No, my Lord, I have lent 
bit for a few days to M. Goltz, that he may take a 
„copy.“ 5 | : 1 47 2 
HFlyndford immediately then faw the whole affair, 
told the chancellor the hiſtory of this plan, which be. 
longed to him, and which he had lent to Funk, and 
requeſted a truſty perſon might be ſent with him to 
make proper ſearch, Beſtuchef named his friſt ſec- 
" retary 
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retary, and to him were added Funk and the Dutch 


_ envoy, Schwart, who happened then to enter. All 
went together to the houſe of Goltz. Funk here de- 
manded his plan of Cronſtadt; Goltz gave it him, 
and Funk returned it to Lord Hyndfſorc. 

The ſecretary, and Hyndford, both then deſired he 
would produce the plan of Cronſtadt, which he had 
bought of Trenck for two hundred ducats. His 


confuſion now was great, and Hyndford firmly infiſt- 


ed this plan ſhould be forth- coming, to-vindicate the 
honour of Trenck, whom he held to be an honeſt 
man. On this, Goltz anſwered, I have received 
© my king's commands to prevent the preferment of 
* 'Trenck, in Ruſſia, and I have only fulfilled the duty 
© of a miniſter.” WE ES | | 
Hyndford ſpit on the ground, and ſaid more than 1 


now chooſe to repeat, after which the four gentlemen . 


returned to the chancellor, and I was again called, 
Every body complimented me, related what had paſ- 
fed, and the chancellor promiſed I ſhould be recom- 
penſed ; ſtriftly, however, forbidding me to take any 
revenge on the Pruſſian ambaſſador, I having ſworn, 


in the firſt tranfports of anger, to puniſh him where- 
ever I ſhould find him, even were it at the altar's 


The chancellor ſoothed me, kept me to dine with 


him, and endeavoured to aſſuage my boiling paſſions, 


The counteſs affected indifference, and aſked me if 


fuch-like actions characteriſed the Pruſſian nation. 
Funk and Schwart were at table. All preſent con- 
gratulated me on my victory, but none knew to 


whom I was indebted for deliverance from the haſty 
and unjuſt condemnation of the chancellor, although 


my proteCtreſs was one of the company, I received 
a preſent of two thouſand rubles, the next day, from 
the chancellor, with orders to thank the Empreſs for 


this mark of her bounty, and accept it as a ſign of her 


eſpecial favour. : I paid theſe my thanks ſome. days 


after. The money I diſregarded, but the amiable. 
Empreſs, by her enchanting beneyglence, made me 
W 1 | „ forget : 
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forget the paſt, The ftory became public, and Golts 
appeared neither in company nor at court. The 
manner in which the counteſs perſonally reproached 
Him, I ſhall, out of e alk over. Bernes, the 
crafty Piedmonteſe, aſſured me of revenge, without 
my troubling myſelf in the matter, and What hap- SY 
pened after I know not : Goltz appeared but little in 48 
company, fell ill when I had left Ruſſia, and died | 
ſoon after of a conſumption, | > 
This vile man was, no doubt, the cauſe of all the 
calamities which afterward fell upon me.“ I ſhould 
have become one of the firſt men in Ruſſia; the miſe * 
fortunes that befel Beſtuchef and his family ſone 
years afterward, might have been averted; I ſhould 7 
never have returned ta Vienna, a city ſo fatal to the kl 
name of Trenck ; by the mediation of the Ruſſian = 
court, I ſhould have recovered my great Sclavonian | 
eſtates; my days of perſecution at Vienna, would 
have been paſſed in peace and pleaſure ; nor ſhould I 
have entered the dungeon of Magdeburg. e 
How little did the Great Frederic know my heart! 
Without having offended, he had rendered me miſ- 
crable, had condemned me to impriſonment at Glatz, 
on mere ſuſpicion, and, flying thence, naked and deſ- 
titute, had confiſcated my paternal inheritance. Not 
contented with inflicting all theſe calamities, he 
would not ſuffer me, peacably to ſeek my fortune in 
2 foreign land. N 5 Vas 
Few are the youths who, in ſo ſhort a time, being 
expelled their native country with diſgrace, by their 
| own efforts, merits and talents, have obtained honour 
and favour ſo great, acquired ſuch powerful friends, 
5 or been entruſted with confidence equally unlimited 
in tranſattions ſo important. Enraged as I was at 
8 the treachery of Goltz, had opportunity offered, 1 
| 1 8 8 i might 


Ne Baron forgets himſelf, and continually makes - 
the perſon, or incident he is then ſpeaking of, the princi- 
frat and firſt cauſe of his future ſufferings. They were 
encurred by a combination of theſe cauſes, T. "4 
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might have been tempted even to turn my native 
country into a defert ; nor do I deny that I, after. 
ward, promoted the views of the Auſtrian envoy, 
who knew well to cheriſn the flame that had been 
kindled, and turn it to his own uſe, Till this mo- 


ment I certainly never felt the leaſt enmity, either to 


my country or king, nor did I ever ſuffer myſelf, on 
any occaſion, to be made the agent of their diſadvan- 

tage, | 5 
No ſooner was I entruſted more intimately with 


cabinet ſecrets, than I diſcovered the ſtate of faftions, 


and that Beſtuchef and Apraxin were, even then, in 


Pruſſian pay; that a counterpoiſe, by their means, 


might be formed to the prevalence of the Auſtrian 
party. 2 5 EE rect 

Hence we may date the change of Ruſſian politics 
In the year 1762, Here alſo we may find a clue to 
the contradiQory orders, artifices, poſitions, retreats, 
and diſappointments of the Ruſſian army in the ſeven 


years war.“ The counteſs, who was obliged to act 


with greater caution, foreſaw the conſequences of 
the various intrigues in which her huſband was en- 

aged : Her love for me naturally drew her from her 
| party ; ſhe confided every ſecret to me, and 
ever remained, till her fall, which happened in 178, 
during my impriſonment, my beſt friend and corre- 
 Fpondent. Hence was I ſo well informed of all the 
plans againft Pruſſia, to the years 1754 and 1756; 
much more ſo than many miniſters of the intereſted 
courts, who imagined they.alone were in 'the ſecret, 
How many after events could I then have foretold! 


Buch was the perverſeneſs of my deſtiny, that, where 


1 ſhould moſt have been ſought for, and beſt known, 
men was leaſt valued, hype ds 1 
No man, in my youth, would have believed I ſhould 
live to my fixtieth year, untitled and obſcure. In 
Berlin, Peterſburg, London, and Patis, have I been 
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eſteemed by the greateſt ſtateſmen, and now am I re- 
duced to the invalid lift, How ſtrange are the cap- 

rices of fortune { I ought never to have left Ruſſia; 

this was my great error, which I ſtill live to repent, 

l have never been accuſtomed to fleep more than 
four or five hours, ſo that, though through life, I have 
allowed time for paying viſits and receiving company, 
I have ſtill had ſuficient for ſtudy and improvement, 
Hyadford was my inſtructor in politics; Boerhaave, 
then phyſician to the court, and my boſom friend, my 
tutor in phyſic and literary ſubjects. Women formed 
me for court intrigues, though theſe, as a philoſopher, 

] deſpiſed. ys N . 

The chancellor had greatly changed his carriage to- 
ward me fince the incident of the plan. He obſerved 
my looks and words, Hewed be was diſtruſtful, and 
deſirous of revenge. His lady, as well as myſelf, re- 

marked this, and new meaſures became neceſſary, I 
was obliged to act an artful, but at the ſame time, a very 
dangerous part. FEY „ 

My couſin Baron Trenck, died in the Spielberg, 

October 4, 1749, and left me his heir, on condition 
I ſhould only ſerve the houſe of Auſtria, In March, 
1750, Count Bernes received the citation lent me to 
enter on this mheritance, I would hear nothing of 
Vienna; the abominable treatment of my couſin terri- 

fed me. I well knew the origin of his prolecution, 
the ſervices he had rendered his country, and had been 
an eye· witneſs of the injuſtice by which he was repaid, 

Bernes, however, repreſented that the property left ms 
was worth much above a million; that the Empre ſe 
would ſupport me in the puzſuit of juſtice, and that I 

had no perſonal enemy at Vienna; that a million of 
certain property, in Hungary, was much ſuperior to 
the higheſt expectation in Rulſia, Where I myſelf had 
beheld {a many changes of fortune, and the effects of 
family cabals. Ruſſia he painted 48 dangerous, Vien- 
na as ſecure, and promiſed me himſelf, effectual all ſt- 
ance, as his erabaſly would entl within the year, Were 

I once-rich, I might reſide in what country I pleaſed ; 
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nor could the perſecutions of Frederic, any where 
| purſue me ſo ineffectually as in Auſtria, Snares would 
be laid for me every where elſe, as I had experieneed 
in Ruflia, © What,” ſaid he, would have been the 
*+* conſequence, had not the counteſs warned you of 
„ the impending danger? You, like many another 
* honeſt and innocent man, would have been ſent to 
Siberia. Your innocence muſt have remained un- 
«atteſted, and yourſelf, in the univerſal opinion, a 
, ODE 
Hyndford ſpoke to me in the fame tone, aſſured me 
of his eternal protection, and deſcribed London as a 
certain aſylum, ſhould I not find happineſs at Vien- 
na. He ſpoke of flavery as a Briton ought to ſpeak, 
reminded me of the fate of Munich and Oſterman, 
painted the court ſuch as I knew it fo be, and aſked 
what were my expectations, even were I fortunate 
enough to become general or miniſter in ſuch a coun- 
"Theſe reaſonings at length determined me; but, 
having plenty of money, I thought proper to take 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Holland in my way ; 
and Bernes was, in the mean time, to prepare me a 
| favourable reception at Vienna. He defired alſo I 
would give him authority to get poſſeſſion of the eſ- 
tates to which I was heir. My miſtreſs ſtrongly en- 
deavoured to detain me, but yieled at length to the 
force of reaſon, I tors myſelf away, and promiled, 
on my honour, to return as ſoon as I had arranged 
my affairs at Vienna, She made the propoſition of 
_ inveſting me with ſome foreign embaſſay, by which I 
might render the moſt effectual ſervices to the court 
of Vienna. In this hope we' parted with heavy 
hearts: She preſented me with her portrait, and a) 
ſinuff- box ſet with diamonds : The firſt of theſe, three 
years afterward, was torn from my boſom by the offi- 
cers in my firſt dungeon at Magdeburg, as 1 ſhall 
| hereafter relate. The chancellor embraced me, at 
| parting, with 23 Apraxin wept, and claſped 
me in his arms, propheſying, at the ſame _ 4: 
1 7 | 5 
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ſhould never be ſo happy as in Ruſſia. I myſelf fore- 


boded misfortune, and quitted Ruſſia with regret, 
but {till followed the advice of Hyndford and 
Bernes. OE ts of | 
From Moſcow I travelled to Peterſburg, where I 
found a letter, at the houſe of Baron Wolf, the bank- 
er, from the counteſs, which rent my very heart, and 
almoſt determined me to return, She endeavoured 
to terrify me from procceding to Vienna, yet incloſ- 
ed a bill for four thouſand rubles, to aid me on my 
journey, were I abſolutely bent to turn my back on 
fortune. | | | | 3 8 
Muy effects in money and jewels, amounted to about 
thirty-ſix thouſand florins ; I therefore returned the 
draught, intreated her eternal remembrance, and that 
ſhe would reſerve her favour and ſupport to times in 
which they might become needful. After remaining 
a few days at Peterſburg, I journeyed, by land, to 
Stockholm ; taking with me letters of recommenda- 
tion from all the foreign envoys, 

I forgot to mention that Funk was inconſolable for 
my departure ; his imprudence had nearly plunged 
me into miſery, and deſtroyed all my hopes in Ruſſia. 
Twenty-two years after this I met the worthy man 
once more in Dreſden, He there conſidered himſelf 
as the cauſe of all the evils inflicted on me, and aftur- 
ed me the recital of my ſufferings, had been ſo many 
cutting and bitter reproaches to his ſoul. Our re- 
Rea of former times, gave us endleſs plcaſure, 
and it was the ſweeteft of joys to meet and renew my 
friendſhip with ſuch a man, after having weathered 
ſo many ſtorms of fate. 5 „ 

At Stockholm I wanted for no recommendation: 
The Queen, ſiſter to the great Frederic, had known 
me at Berlin, when I had the honour, as an officer of 


the body-guard, of accompanying her to Stettin. 1 


related my whole hiſtory to her without reſerve. She, 
from political motives, adviſed me not make any ſtay 
in Stockholm, and to me continued, till death, an ev- 
er gracious lady, I proceeded to Copenhagen, where 


I had 


behind me much of that money I had fo gafily 
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I had buſineſs to tranſaQt for M. Chaiſe, the Daniſh 
envoy, at Moſcow ; from whom allo I had letters of 
recommendation, Here I had the pleafure of 'meet- 
ing my old friend, Lieutenant Bach, who had aided 
we in my eſcape from my imprifonment at Glatz. He 
was poor, and in debt, and I procured him protection, 
buy relating the noble manner in which he had behav- 
ed. I alfo preſented him with five hundred ducats, 
by the aid of which he puſhed his fortune. He wrote 
to me in the year 1776, a letter of ſineereſt thanks, 
and died a colonel of huffars in the Daniſh ſervice, 
in 1779. * „ bd 562 42 
I remained in. Copenhagen but a fortnight, and then 
Sailed in a Dutch fhip from Elfinour for Amſterdam, 
Scarcely had we put to ſea before a ſtorm arofe, by 
which we loſt a maſt and our bowſprit, had our fails 
ſhattered, and were obliged to caſt anchor among the 
rocks of Gottenburg, where our deliverance was fin- 
gularly fortunate, mT Pally > „ 
Here we lay nine days before we could make the 
opon fea, and here 1 found a very pleaſant amufement, 
by going daily in the ſhip's boat from rock to rock, 
attended by two of my ſervants, to ſhoot wild ducks, 
and catch ſhell-fiſh ; whence I, every evening, return - 
ed with proviſions and fheep's milk, bought of the 
poor inhabitants for the ſhip's crew. 
There was a dearth among theſe poor people. 
Our veſſel was laden with corn; ſome of this. I pur- 


chaſed, to the amount of ſome hundreds of Dutch 


florins, and diſtributed wherever J went. I alſo 
gave one of their miniſters a hundred florins for his 
Poor congregation, who was himſelf in want of 
breath and whoſe annual ſtipend did not amount to 
ohe hundred ang fly een 
Here, in the fweet pleafure of doing 390g, 1 left 
mon „e c 

quired in Ruſſia; and, perhaps, had. we Raid much 


: D 


Tonger, ſhould myſelf have left the place in, poverty. 


A thouſand bleſſings, followed me, and the floyw- 
driven Trenck was long remembered, and. talked of 


% 
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In this worthy employment, however, I had near- 
ly loſt my life. Returning from carrying corn, the 
wind roſe, and drove the boat to ſea, I not under- 
ſtanding the management of the helm, and the ſer- 


vant aukwardly handling the fails, the boat, in tack- 


ing, was overſet, The benefit of learning to {wim I 


again experienced, and my faithful ſervant, who had 


gained the rock, aided me when almoſt ſpent. The 


good people who tad ſeen the fhallop overſet, came 


off in their boats to my aſſiſtance. An honeſt Cal- 
muc, whom I had brought from Ruſſia, and another 


of my fervants, periſhed, I faw the firſt fink after I 


had reached the ſhore, We 55 1 
The kind Swedes brought me on board, and alſo 
righted and returned with the ſhallop. For ſome 
days J was ſea-fick, We weighed anchor, and failed 
for the Texel, the mouth of which we ſaw, and the 
pilots coming off, when another ſtorm roſe, and 


drove us to the port of Bahus, in Norway, into 


which we ran without farther damage. In ſome few 


days we again ſet fail with a fair wind, and at length 


reached Amſterdam, | | 

Here I made no long ſtay, for the day after my 
arrival, an extraordinary adventure happened, in 
_ which I was engaged, chiefly by my own raſhneſs, 


I was a ſpeQator while the harpooners, belonging 
to the whale fiſhery, were exereiſing themſelves in 


darting their * wh, moſt of whom were drunk. 
One of them, Herman Rogaar by name, a hero 


among theſe people for his dexterity with his ſnicka- 


fnee, came up, and paſſed ſome of his coarſe jokes 
upon my Tarik ſabre, and offered to fillip me on 
the noſe. I puſhed him from me, and the fellow 


threw down his cap, drew his fnickaſnee, challenged 


me, called me monkey-tail,, and aſked whether I 
choſe a ſtraight, a circular, or a croſs cut. 

Thus, here was I, in this excellent company, with 

no choice but that of either. fighting or running away. 

The robuſt, Herculean fellow grew more inſolent, 

and I, turning round to the ens aſked them 


- Su 


r 


126 THB L. 1 1 E dr 


to lend me a ſnickaſnee : No, no,“ faid the challen. 
ger, draw your great knife from your fide, and, 
long as it is, 1 will lay you a dozen ducats you get a 
*-oaſh in the cheek.” I drew; he eonfidently ad- 
vanced with: his ſnickaſnee, and, at the firſt ſtroke of 
my ſabre, that, and the hand that held it, both drops 
to the ground, and the blood fpeuted in my face. 

I now expected the people would indubitably tear 
rae to pieces; but my fear was changed into aſtoniſn- 
nent at hearing a univerſal ſhout applauding the van- 
quiſher of the redoubted Herman Rogaar, who, ſo late- 
ty feared for his ftrength and dexterity, became the ob- 
ject of their ridicule. A Jew ſpeRtator condutted me 
out of the crowd, and the people elamorouſly followed. 
me to my inn, This kind of duel, by which I gained 
honour, would, any where elſe, have brought me to 

the higheſt diſgrace. A man who knew the uſe of the 

fabre, in a ſingle day, might certainly have diſabled a 
hundred Hermin Rogaars. This ſtory may inſtruct 
and warn others. He that is quarrelſome ſhall never 
want an enemy, My temerity often engaged me in 
diſputes which, by timely compliance and calmneſs, 
might eaſily have been avoided, but my evil genius al- 
ways impelled me into the paths of perplexity, and L 
tcldom {aw danger till-1t was inevitable. > 

I left Amſterdam for the Hague, where I had been 

recommended to Lord Holderneſs, the Engliſh ambaſla-- 
dor, by Lord Hyndford ; to Baron Reiſchach, 'by 
Bernes ; to the Grand Penſionary Fagel, by Schwart ; 
and, from the chancellor, I had a letter. to the Prince” 
of Orange himſelf, 'I could net, therefore, but be 
every, where received. with all poſſible diſtinetion.. 
Wich theſe recommendations, and the knowledge L 
Nane had I had the good fortune to have avoided: 

Vienna, and gone to India, where talents would have 
infured me wealth, how many tears of affliction had 1 
been ſpared.! My ill fortune, however, had brought 

me letters from Count Bernes, aſſuring me that heaven 
was at Vienna, and including a citation from the high 
ecurt, requiring me to give in my nee 

5 2 | Berne 


— Amen >, 1 — „ —— — = 
= - — —— 3 fs - — — 
- 


5 — ——— — 
* 


— —_ 


q 


BARON TRENCK. by 


Bernes farther informed me the Auſltian court had 
aſſured him Loud meet with all juſtice and pro- 
tection, and adviſed me to haſten my journey, as the 
executorſhip of the eſtates of Trenck was conducted 
but little to my advantage. 144. Gy 
This advice I took, proceeded to Vienna, and 
from that moment, all my happineſs had an end. I. 
became bewildered in law-ſuits, and the arts of wick- 
ed men, and alt poſſible calamities affaulted me at 
once, the recital of which would, itſelf, afford ſubje& 
matter for a hiſtory, They began By the following. 
incident. Tar! n 1 a3 
One M. Schenck ſought my acquaintance at the 
Haguc. I met with him at my hotel, where he intreated. 
I would take him to Nuremberg, whence he was to 
proceed to Saxony. I complied, and bore his expenf- 
es; but, at Hanau, waking in the morning, I found. 
my watch, ſet with diamonds, a ring worth two thou-. 
fand rubles, a diamond ſnuff-box, with my miſtreſs's. 
| open and my purſe, containing about eighty ducats,. 
olen from my bed- ſide, and Schenek become invifi- 
ble. Little affected by the loſs of money, at any time, 
J yet was grieved for my ſnuff-box. The raſcal, how- 
ever, had eſcaped, and is was fortunate that the re- 
mainder of my ready money, with my bills of ex-- 
change, were ſafely locked up. _ 3 
I now purſued my journey without I N and 
arrived in Vienna, I cannot exactly recolledt in what 
month, hut I had been abſent about two years; and 
the reader will allow that it Was barely poſſible for 
any man, in ſo ſhort a time, to have experienced. 
more various changes of fate, though many ſmaller in- 
cidents have been ſuppreſſed. The places where my 
pledged fidelity required diſcretion, will be eafily- 
ſuppoſed, as likewiſe wilk the concealment of court. 
intrigues and: artifices, the publication of which 
might, even yet, ſuhje& me to more perſecutions. Al 
writers are not permitted to ſpeak truth of monarehs. 
and miniſters. Fa father of eight children, and. 
parental love and. duty vanquiſh the inclination 255 


diſpoſal of his property. 
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the author, and this duty, this affection, have made 


me particularly cautious in relating what happened 


to me at Vienna, _ might thereby ſerve them more 
effectually than by indulging the pride of the writer, 


1 


or the vengeance of the man. 


Since accounts fo various, contradictory, and dif. 


honourable to the name of Trenck, have been circu- 


lated in Vienna, concerning fatts which happened 
thirty-ſeven years ago, I will here give a ſhort abſtract 
of them, and ſuch as may be verified by the records 
of the court. I pledge my honour to the truth of the 


| ſtatement, and were 1 ſo allowed, would prove it, to 


the conviction of an unprejudiced court of juſtice ; 


but this I cannot hope, as princes are much more dif- | 


poſed to beſtow unmerited favours than to make ret- 
ribution to thoſe whom they have unjuſtly puniſhed, 

Francis Baron Trenck, died in the Spielberg, Otto- 
ber 4, 1749. It has been erroneouſly believed in Vi- 


enna, that his eſtates were confiſcated by the ſentence 


which condemned him to the Spielberg. He had 
committed no offence againſt the ſtate, was accuſed of 
none, much leſs convicted. The court fentence was, 


| that the adminiſtration of his. eftate ſhoutd be com- 


mitted to Counſellor Kempf and Baron Peyaczewitz, 
wha was ſelected by himſclf, and the accounts of his 
ftewards and farmers were to be ſent him yearly. He 
continued till his death, to have the free and entire 


Although before his death he fent for his advocate, 


Doctor Berger, and by him petitioned the Empreſs 


ſhe would iflue the neceflary orders to the Governor of 
the Spielberg, to permit the entrance of witneſſes, and 
alk things neceſſary to make a legal will, it by no 
means follows that he petitioned her for permiſſion to 
make this will, The WH istoo clear to admit of doubt, 


The royal commands were given that he fhould enjoy 


all freedom of making his will, Permiſſion was allo 
given that, during his fickneſs, he might be removed 


do the capuchin conyent, which was equal to liberty, 


hut. this he refuſed to accept, 


Neither 
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Neither was his ability to make- a will queſtioned, 
The advocate was only to requeſt the Queen's per- 
miſhon to ſupply ſome formalities wkich had been 
neglected when he purchaſed the lordſhips of Velika 
and Nuftar, which'petition was likewiſe granted. The 
royal mandate ſtill exiſts, which commiſſioned the 
perſons therein named as truſtees to the eſtate and ef- 


fects of Trenck,” and this mandate runs thus: © Let 


„the laſt will of Trenck be duly. executed; let dif- 
„patch be uſed, and the heir protected in all his 
rights.“ Confifcation, therefore, had never been 
thought of, nor his power to make a will difputed. 

I will now ſhew how 1 have been deprived of this 


valuable inheritance, while I have been obliged to pay 


above ſixty thouſand florins, to defray legacies he had 
left; and, when this narrative is read, it will no long- 


er be affirmed at Vienna, that, by the favours” of the 


court, I inherited ſeventy-fix thoufand florins, or the 
lordſhip of Zwerbach, from Trenck. | I ſhall proceed 


to my proofs, 


The father of Baron Trenck, who died in the year 
1743, Governor of Leitſchau, in Hungary, named 'me 
in his will, the ſucceſſor of his ſon, ſhould he die with- 
out heirs ĩ˙ i!. 5 3 
This will was fent to be proved, according to form, 
at Vienna, after having been authenticated in the moſt 
legal manner in Hungary. The court called Hof- 


kriegſrath, at Vienna, neglected to provide a cufatorx 


ſor the fecurity of the next heir; yet this could not 
annul my right of ſucceſſion. When Trenck ſucceed- 
ed his father, he entered no proteſt to this his father's 
will, therefore, dying without children, in the jo | 
1749, my claim was indiſputable. I was heir, had he 
made no will; and even in caſe of confiſcation, my 
title to his father's eſtates ſtill remained valid. 
Trenck knew this but too well: He, as I have be- 
fore related, was my worſt enemy, and even attempt- 
ed my life, I will therefore proceed to fhew the real 
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Determined no longer to live in confinement, or to 


aſk forgiveneſs, by which it is well known he might 


have obtained his freedom, having loſt all hopes of re- 
imburſing his loſſes, his avarice was reduced to de- 
ſpair. His defire of fame was unbounded, and this 


could no way now be gratificd but by having himſelf 
canonized for a ſaint, after ſpending his life in commit- 


ting all the 1 of a pandour. Hence originated 
the following facts. | „ 

He knew was the legal claimant to his father's 
eſtates, His father had bought, with the family mon- 


ey, remitted from Pruſſia, the lordſhips of Preſtowacz 
and Pleternitz, in Sclavonia, and he himſelf, during 
his father's life, and with his father's money, had pur- 


chaſed the lordſhip of Pakratz, for forty thouſand tlor- 
ins; this muſt therefore deſcend alſo to me, he having 


no more power to will this from me than he had the 


remainder of his paternal inheritance, The property 
he himſelf had gamed was conſigned to adminiſtrators, 
but a hundred thouſand florins had been expended 


in law ſuits, and fixty-three ſuits continued actually 


pending againſt him in court; the legacies he be- 


queat hed amounted to eighty thouſand florins, Theſe 


he ſaw could not be paid, ſhould I claim nothing 
more than the paternal wheritance ; he therefore to 


render me unfortunate after his death, craftily named 
me his univerſal heir, without mentioning his father's 
will, but endeavoured, by his myſterious death, and 


the following conditions, to enforce the execution of 
his own will. | | 


Firſt, -I was to become a catholic. ant He 

Secandly.—lT was to ſerve only the houſe of Au- 
ſtria; and, 33 e 
Laſtly Ile made his whole eſtate, without except- 
ing the paternal inheritance, a Fide: commiſſum. | 
+ Hence aroſe all my misfortunes, as indeed was his 


intention; for, but a ſhort time before his death, he 


ſaid to the Governor, Baron Kottulinſky, I ſhall 
© now-die contented, ſince I have been able to trick 
my coukn, and render him wretched,” 4 3 
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His death, believed in Vienna to be miraculous, 
happened after the following manner; and by this he 
had induced many weak people, who really believed 


him a ſaint, to further his views. 


Three days before his death, while in perfect health, 
he defired the Governor of the Spielberg would ſend 


for his confeſſor, for that St. Francis had revealed to 


him he ſhould be removed into life everlaſting on 


his birth day at twelve o'clock, The capuchin was 


ſent for, but the prediction laughed at. . 
The day, however, after the departure of his con- 


feſſor, he Taid, * Praiſe be to God, my end approach- 


es; my confeſſor is dead, and has appeared to me.“ 
Strange as it may ſeem, it was actually found to be 
true, that the prieft was dead. He now had all the 
officers of tlie garriſon of Brunn aſſembled, tonſured 
his head like à capuchin, took the habit of the order, 
publicly confeſſed himſelf, in a fermon of an hour's 
length, exhorted them all to holineſs, acted the part of 
a moſt exemplary po, embraced all preſent, 
ſpoke with a ſmile of inſignificance of all earthly poſ- 
ſeſſions, took his leave, knelt down to prayers, ſlept 
calmly, roſe, prayed again, and, about eleven in the 
forenoon, October 4th; taking his watch in his hand, 
aid“ Thanks be to my God, ' my laſt hour ap- 
** proaches,” All laughed at ſuch a farce from a man 


of ſuch a character; yet they remarked that the left 


lide of his face grew pale. He then leaned his arm on 

the table, prayed, and remained motionleſs, with his 

eyes cloſed. | 

life or motion could be diſcovered ; they ſpoke to him, 

and found he was really dead. 28 3 
The word miracle was echoed through the whole 

country, and the tranſmigration of the Pandour Trenck 


from earth to heaven, by St. Francis, proclaimed, The 
clue to this labyrinth of miracles, known only to me, 


is truly as follows : 


| He poſſeſſed the ſecret of what is called the agu 


tof ana, and had determined on death. His confeſſor 


had been intruſted with all his ſecrets, and with 
| | | F ; promiſſory N 


The clock {truck twelve no ſigns of 
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promiſſory notes, which he wiſhed. to; invalidate, I 
am perfectly certain that he had returned a promiſſo- 
ry-note of a great prince, given for. two hundred thöu- 
ſand florins which has never been brought to account. 
The confeſſor, therefore, was to be provided for, 
that Trenck might not be betrayed, and a doſe of poi- 
ſon was given him before he ſet off for Vienna: His 
death was the conſæquence. He took fimilar means 
with himſelf, and thus knew the hour of his exit: 
Finding he could not become the firſt on earth, he 
wiſhed to be adorcd as a ſaint in heaven. He knew 
he ſhould work miracles when. dead, becauſe he or- 


dered a chapel to be built, willed, a perpetual mals, 


and bequeathed the capuchins ſixty thouſand, flor- 

Thus died this moſt extraordinary man, in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, to whom nature had de- 
nied none of her gifts; who had been the ſcourge of 
Bavaria; the. terror of France; and who. had, with 
his, ſuppoſed contemptible pandours, taken above ix 


tkouſand Pruſhan priſoners. He lived a tyrant and 


enemy of men, and died a ſanctified impoſtor. 

Such was the ſtate. of affairs, as willed by Tranck, 
when I came to Vienna, in 1750, where I arrived 
with money and jewels to the amount of twenty thoy- 

Inſtead of profiting by the wealth Trenck had ac- 


quired, I expended a hundred and twenty. thouſand 


orins of my own money, including what devolved 
to me from my uncle, his father, in the proſecution 
of his ſuits. Trenck had paid two hundred ducats to 
the tribunal of Vienna, in the year 1743, to. Procure 
its very reprehenſible ſilence concerning a curator, 


to which I was ſacrificed, as the new judges of this 
court refuſed to correct the error of their predeceſſors. 
Such are the proceedings of courts of juſtice in Vi- 


Enna, : 1 | 
On my firſt audience, no one could be received 


more kindly than 1 was, by the Empreſs Queen. 


She ſpoke of my deceaſed couſin with much emotion 
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7nd eſteem, promiſed me all grace and favour, and 


formed me of the particular recommendations The 
had received, on my behalf, from Count Bernes, 
Finding fixty<three cauſes hung over my head, in 
conſequence of the inheritance of Trenck, to obtain 


juſtice in any one of which, at Vienna, would have 
employed the whole life of an, honeſt man, I deter; 


mined to renounce this inheritance, and claim only 
under the will, and as the heir of my uncle, 


With this view I applied for, and obtained a copy 


of that will, with which I perſonally appeared, and 


declared to the court that I'tenvunced the inheritance 


of Francis Trenck, would undertake noneof his ſuils, 
nor be reſponſible for his legacies, and required only 


þis father's eſtates, according to the legal will, which ; 


I produced ; that is to ſay, the three lordſhips of 


Pakratz, Preſtowacz, and Fleternitz, without chattles 
ei perſonal effects. Nothing could be more juſt or 
mcontrovertible than this claim, What was my aſ- 


toniſhment, to be told, in open court, that her Majeſ- 
ty had declared I mult either wholly perform the ar- 
ticles of the will of. Trenck, or be excluded the entire 
inheritance, and have nothing further to hope. What 


could be done? I ventured to remonſtrate, but the 
will of the court was determined and abfolute ; I muſt. | 


become a Roman Catholic. _ 


In this extremity, I bribed a prieſt, who gave me a 
figned atteſtation, * That I had abjured the accurſed 
& hereſy of the Lutheraniſm,” My religion, howev- 


er, remained what it had ever been. General Bernes 


about this time returned from his embaſly, and I re- 
lated to him the lamentable ſtate in which I found my 
affairs. He ſpoke to the Emprels in my behalf, an 
the promiſed every thing. He adviſed me to have 


patience, to perform all that was required of me, and 


to make myſelf reſponſible for the depending ſuits, 


Some family concerns obliged him, as he informe 
me, to make a journey to Turin, but his rgturn would 


be ſpeedy ; he would then take the management of | 
my affairs upon himſelf, and inſure my good fortune = 
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in Auſtria, Bernes loved me as his ſon, and 1 had 
reaſon to hope, from his aſſurance, I ſhould be largely 
remembered in his will, which was the more probable, 
as he had neither child nor relations. He parted from 
me like a father, with tears in his eyes; but he had 
ſcarcely been abſent fix weeks before the news arrived 
of his death, which, if report may be credited, was ef. 
ſected by poiſon, adminiſtered by a friend. Ever the 
ſport of fortune, thus were my ſupporters ſnatched 
from me, at the very moment they became moſt nec - 
. N e 
The ſame year was I likewiſe deprived, by death, 
of my friend and protector, Field Marſhal Konigſeck, 
Governor of Vienna, when he had determined to in- 
tereſt himſelf im my behalf. I have been beloved by 
the greateſt men Auſtria has produced, but unfortu- 
nat f have been perſecuted by the chicanery of pet- 
tifoggers, fools, fanitics, and prieſts, who have depriv- 
ad me of the favour of my Empreſs, guiltleſs as I 
Was, of crime or decict, and left my old age in pov- 
J. OCT TER 
3 My ills were increaſed by a new accident. Soon 
after the departure of Bernes, the Pruſſian Miniſter 
taking me alrde in the houſe of the Palatine envoy, 
M. Beckers, propoſed my return to Berlin, aſſured me 
the King had forgotten all that was paſt, was con- 
vinced of my innocence, that my good fortuue would 
there be certain, and he pledge his honour to recov- 
er the inheritance of Trenck, I anſwered, the favour 
came too late; I had ſuffered injuſtice too flagrant in 
| my own country, and that I. would truſtno prince on 
earth, whoſe will might annihilate all the rights of 
men, My good faith to the King had been too ill 
repaid ; my talents might gain me bread in any. part of 
the world, and I would hot again fabjeft myſelf to the 
danger of unmerited impriſon ment. 


His perſuaſions were ſtrong, but ineffeRyal ; * My 
gear Trenck,” ſaid he, © God is my judge, that my 
intentions are honeſt; Iwill pledge myſelf that my 

+ fovercign will inſure your fortune: You: do not 
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u know Vienna, you Will loſe all by the faits in which 
you are involved, and will be perſecuted, becauſe - 
« you do not carty a roſar y. 
How. often have I repented I did not then return to 
Berlin! ſhould have eſcaped ten years impriſonment, 
mould have recovered: the eſtates of Trenck ; ſhould 
not have waſted my prime of life in the litigation. of 
| ſuits, and the 2 of memorials, and ſhould have 
certainly bean ranked among the ſfirſt men in my na- 
tive country. Vienna was no place for a man who 
could not fawn and flatter; yet here was I deſtined 
to remain fix and thirty years, unrewarded; unem: 
ployed, and, through youth. and age, to continue on 
the lift of invalid majors. 
Having rejected the propoſition of the Pruſſran en- 
voy, all my hopes in Vienna were ruined ; for Fred 
eric, by his reſidents and emiſfiries, knew: how. to ef 
fe&t whatever he pleaſed in foreign courts, and deter- 


mined that the Trenck, who would no longer ſerve, 


or confide in him, ſhould at leaſt find no opportunity 
of ſerving againſt him. I ſoon became painted to the 
Empreſs, as an arch heretic, Who never would. be 
faithful to the houſe of Auſtria, and only endeavour- 
ed to obtain the inheritance of. Trenck, that he might 
devote himſelf to Pruſſia. This I ſhall hereafter 
prove, and diſplay a ſeence that ſnhall be the diſgrace 
of many, by whom the Empreſs was induced to hat- 
bour unjuſt ſuſpicions of an, able and honeſt, man. I 
here ſtand, erett and confident, before the world, pub- 
liſh the truth, and take everlaſting ſhame to myſelf, if 
any man on earth can above me guilty of one treach- 
erous thought. I 'ows' no thanks, for, ſo far from 
having received favours, I have fix and thirty years 
remained unable to obtain j ice, though I have al} 
the while been deſirous of edding my lood in de- | 
fence of the monarchy where I have thus been treat- 

ed. Till the year 1746, I was equally zealous and 

faithful to Pruſſia, yet my eſtates there, though con- 

hicated, were liable to recovery; in Hungary, on the 
Contrary, the ſentence of conbſcativg is. ge 


* 
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This is a rem proof i in favour of my honour, 
and my children's claims. 

' Surely no reader will be offendec at thefe di oref. 
ſions : My mind is agitated, my feclings PT re- 
membering that my age and grey hairs deprive me of 
the {weet hope of, at length, vanquiſhing oppoſition, 
either by patience, or forcing Alete by eminent ſer- 
vices, or noble efforts. 

This my hiſtory will never reach a ad $ eye 
conſequently, no monarch, by: perceiving, will be in- 
duced to protect truth. It may indeed be criticiſed 
by literati; it will certainly be decried by my perſe- 

eutors, Who, through life, have been my falſe accuſers, 
and will probably therefore be prohibited by the 

prieſts: —A} 1 Germany, however, will read, and poſ- 
terity perhaps may pity, fhoutd my book efcape the 
misfortune of being claſfed among improbable roman- 
ces; to which it is the more liable, becauſe that the 
f biographers of Frederie and Maria Theres for manig 
feſt reaſons, have never fo. much as mentioned the 
name of Trenck. 75 

Once more to my ſtory: Fix Was now obliged todeclare 
myſelf heir, but atways cum reſervatiane Juris mei, not 
as ſimply claiming under the will of Francis Trenck. 
I was obliged to take upon myſelf the management of 
ſixty- three ſuits, and the expenſe attending any one of 
thefs are well know to thoſe acquainted with Vienna. 
My ſituation may be imagined, when I Tnform the 
reader I only received. rom "thee whole, eſtate of 
Trenck, 3600 florins in three years, Which were 

ſcarcely ſufficient to defray the expenſe of new year's 
gifts to the ſolicitors and maſters in chancery. How. 
did 1 labour in ſtating and tranfcribing proofs for the 
court! The money I poſfeſſed ſoon vaniſhed,” My 
Pruſſian relations fupported me, and the Counteſs 
Beſtuchef ſent me the Er thoufand rubles F had re- 
Fuſed +at Peterſburg, I had alfo remittances from 
my faithful miſtreſs in Pruſſia, and, in addition, 
Was obliged to borrow money at the ufurious rate 

* 15 255 cent. Bewildered as 1 Was. among 
2 8 
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lawyers and knaves, my ambition ſtill prompted 
me to proceed, and all things are poflible to 140ur 
and preſeverance ; hut my property was eee 
and at length I could only obtain that the conteſted 
eſtates ſhould be made a Feder commiſſum or put under 
truſt, whereby, though they were protected from be- 
ing the further prey of others, I did not inherit them 
as mine, In thrs purſuit was my. prime of life waſted, 
which might have been profitably and honorably 
; In three years, however, I brought my ſixty-three 
ſuits to a Kind of conclufion ; the probabilities were, 
this could net have been effected in fifty. Exclufive 
of my aſſiduity, the means I took muſt not be told; 
it is ſufficient that I here learnt what judges were, and 
thus am enabled to defcribe them to others 
For a few dueats, the preſident's fervant ufed to 
_ admit me into a eloſet where I could ſee every thing 
as perfectly as if I had myſelf heen one of the council! 
This often was uſeful, and taught me to prevent evil, 
and often was I ſearcely able to refrain burſting in ups 
on this court. % a 3 
Thheir appointed hour of meeting was nine in the 
morning, but they feldom aſſembled before eleven. The 
preſident then told his beads, and muttered his pray- 
ers. Some one got up and harangued, while che ro- 
mainder, in pairs, amufed themſelves with talking, in- 
ſtead of liſtening, after which the news of the day bo- 
came the common topic of converſation, and the 
council broke up, the court being firſk adjourned ſome 
three weeks, without eoming to any determination.— 
This was called udicium del gatum in cauſir Trencbia- 
ms; and when at laſt they came to a conclukon, the 
r was fuck as I ſhall ever ſhudder at and 
. | F- & 5 | N 4 7 * 
I be real eſtates of Trenck conſiſted in the great 
Sclavonian manors, called the lordſhips of Pakratz, 
Preftowakz, and Pleternitz, which he Had inherited 
from his father, and were the family property, to- 
gether with Velika and Nuſtak, which he Himſelf had 
Furchaſed: The. annual income of theſes was boon flo- . 
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rins, and they contained more than two hundred villas 
ge „nd hamlets. The laws of Hungary require, 

1ſt, That thoſe who purchaſe eſtates, ſhall obtains 
the conſenſus regius (royal conſent. ) 

dd, Tlrt the ſeller ſhall poſſeſs, and: make over 
the vight of property, (6 wart” with that of RIES 

| — or alienating, and 
gdly, That the purchafer ſhall bea native bo, 
or have bought his naturalization. | 
In default of all, or any of theſe, the Fifcus, on the 
death of the purchafer, takes poſſeſſion, repaying the 
jumma emptitia, or purchaſe money, togEther with 
what can be hon to have been laid out in improves 
ments, or the fumma inſcriptitia, the ſum at which it 
ſtands rated in the fiſcal regiſter. | 
Without form er notice, the angetan Fifeal Preſs 
dent, Count: Graſſalkowitz, took poſſeſſion of all the 

Trenck eſtates on his deceaſe, in the name of the Fiſ. 
dus, The prize was great, not fo much becauſe of 

the eſtates themſelves, as the perſonal property upon 
them. Trensk had ſent. loads of merchandize to his 
eſtates, of linen, ingots of gold and filver from Bava- 
ria, Alſatia, and. Sileſta. He had a vaſt ſtore-houſe of 
arms, and of ſaddles ; alſo the great ſilver ſervice ob 
the Emperor Charles VII. which he had brought 
from. Munich, with the ſervice of plate of the King 
of Pruſſia ; and + the perſonal property on theſe eſtates 
was armed; conliderably, to exceed. in value os 
eſtates themſelves, 

I was not long ſince informed, by one: efihd erb 
generals, whoſe honour is undoubted, that ſeveral 
waggens were laded with theſe rich effefts, and ſent” 

to Mihalefze. His teſtimony Was undubitable ; he: 

knew the two Pandeurs, Who were the confideats ar 
Trenck, and the keepers of his treaſures, ' and thele,. 
during che general plunder, each ſeized a; bag of 
pearls, and fled to Turkey, where they eee wealthy 
merchants, His rich ſtuds of horfes: were taken, and 
the very cows driven off the farms. His ſtand of 
ums ——— aun more thas: three eee . 
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es, Trenck had affirmed, he had fent linen to the vas 
zue of fifty thouſand florins, m:chefts, from Dannhaus 
len and Gerſdorf, in the county of Glatz, ts his 
eſtates..; the pillage was general, and when orders 
came to fend all the property of Trenck, and deliver 
it to his univerſal heir, nothing remained that any per- 
fon: would accept. I have: mytelf ſeen, in a certain 
Hungarian nobleman's houſe, ſome valuable arms; 
which I poſitively knew E had been robbed of; and 1 
bought at Eſſcek, ſome ſilver plates on which were 
the arms of Pruſſia, that had been ſeld by counſellor 
 D—n, who had been empowered to take poſſe fſien ob 
theſe eſtates, and had thus rendered himſeM rich. Of 
this I procured an atteſtation, and proved the theft; 
I complained aloud at Vienna, but received an orden 
from the court, to be ſilent, under pain of diſpleafure, 
and alſo to go no more into Selavema. The principab 
xeaſon of my loſs of the landed property in Hungary, 
was my having dared to make inquiries concerning 
the perſonal, not one guinea of which was ever 
brought to account. I then proved my right to the 
family eſtates, left by my unele, beyond all difpute, 
and alfo of thoſe purchaſed by my eeuſin. The com- 
miſſioners, appointed to inquize into theſe rights, even 
confirmed them, yet, after they had. been thus eftabliſh=: 
ed, I received the following order from the court, im 
the hand ef the Empreſs herſelf. The Prefhdenty 
Count Graſſalkewita, takes it upen his confeience- 
that the Sclavonian eſtates do not deſcend te- 
Trenck, in natura, he muſt, therefore, receive the 
* {umma eniptitia & inſcriptitia, together with the mo- 

* ney he can ſhew to have been expended in im- 

* pravenental® / ß 
And herewith my pleadings and my hopes. 
I had ſaerificed my property, laboured through ſixt y, 
three inferior ſuits, and laſt this great cauſe without a 
trial. I could have remained ſatisfied with the loſgs 
of the perſonal-property :: The booty of a foldier, like 
the wealth amaſſed by a miniſter, appears to me little: 
detter than a public rohbery; but.the. acquirements of! 
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my 3 which deſcended ta me hy right, 1 
could not be deprived of, without exceſſive cruelty, 


| Oh patience ! Patience et ſhall my children | 


never become the footmen, or'groams of thoſe who 


have robbed them of their inheritance ; and to them 


I bequeath my rights im all their power: Nor ſhall any 
man preyent my e alpud, fo long as juſtice ſhall 
pot be done. 


| The prefident, it is true, did not immediately poſſeſs, 


himſelf of the eſtates, but he took good care his friends 
ould have them at fuch rates, 4 the fale of them 
did not bring the fiſcal treafury 150,000 dollars, while 
F, in real and perſonal property, loſt a million and a 
half ; nay, — a ſum equal to this in perfonał 


Me e inſcript wan, & emptitia, for all theſe great 
eſtates, only 3 to 149, 00 florins, and this 
was » be paid by: = chamber, but the preſident 
thought proper te utt 105000 on pretence the cat» 
tie bad been driven off the eſtate — Pakratz; - and 
further, 36, oog more, under the ſhameful pretence that 
Frenck, ta recruit his pandours, had drainedthe eſtates. 
of 3600- vaſſals; who. had never returned; the eſtates, 


therefore; nuſt make. them good at the rate of thirty 


flarins per head, which would have amounted to 


108, ao florins; but with much difficulty, this fund - 
was reduced, as above ſtated; to 36, ooo florins, each 


3 at ten florins per 3 Thus wart 'F 
obli from the property of's family, to * 
3600 men- who had glordouſfy e in war, Ln de- 


fence of the oonteſted rights of tlie great Maria The- 


reſa; wier had raiſed: fb many millions of contribu- 
tions for her in the countries of her eemies; who; 
- 2 5 hand; had —— taken {b many-towns,. 


ſperſed, or taken prifoners, ſa many thouſands 
n. Men Would is be believed by liſtsuing 


nations? 


All deduQions made for 1 fees and formali- 
ties, there remained to me 4 2 fldrins, with: Which 
1 e the 8 &werbach, and dies 

oblige 
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obliged to pay 6000 florins for my naturalization. 

Thus, when the ſums are enumerated which I expend- 125 

ed on the ſuits of Trenck, received from my friends at * 
Berlin and Peterſburg, it will be found that I cannot, 

at leaſt, have been a gainer by having been made the 

univerſal heir of the immenfely rich Trenck, With 

regret I write theſe truths, in ſupport of my children's 

claims, that they may not, in my grave, repreach me 

for having neglefted the duty of a father, on 

I will here add a few particulars which may afford 

the reader matter for meditation, cauſe him to com- 

miſerate my fate, and give a picture of the manner in 
vhich the profecution was carried on agamft Trenck. 

One Schygrai, a ſilly kind of re baron, who 

was treated as a buffoon, was invited in the year 1749, 

to dine with Baron Pejaczewitz, when Trenck hap- 

pened to be prefent. The converfation happened to 

turn on Brandy, and Trenck jocularly, ſaid he annu- 

ally diſtilled Brandy, from cow-dung, to the value of 

thirty thoufand florins. Schygrai ſuppoſed him ſeri- 

ous, and wiſhed to learn the art, which Trenck prom- 

iſed to teach him, Pejaczewitz told him he could 

give him thirty thouſand load of dung. But where 

* ſhall I get the weod ?” ſaid Schygrai. I will giye 

% you thirty thoufand klafters, anfwered Trenck. 

The credulous baron, thinking himfelf very fortunate, 

defired written promiſes, which they gave him; and 
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that of Trenck ran thus: I hereby permit and em- ; 

power Baron Schygrai to fell, gratis, in the foreſt of 1 

* Tſchezra Horra, thirty thoufand Klafters. of Wood. Ei 
Witnefs my hand, © Trenck.,” “ 1 


Trenck was no fooner dead than the Baron brought 


his note, and made application to the court. His at- 
torney was: the noted Buſſy, and the court decreed . 
the eſtates of Trenek fhould pay at the rate of one 
florin thirty kreutzers per klafter, or forty-five thou - 
fand florins, with all coſts, and an order was given 
to the adminiſtraters to pay the mone. 
Juſt at this time I arrived at Vienna, from Peter. 
burg. Doctor Berger, the advocate of Trenekz tote 
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me the affair would admit of no delay. I haſtened to 
the. Empreſs, and obtained an order to del ay payment. 
An inquiry was inſtituted, and;this foreſt of Fſcherra 
Horra, was found to he fituated in Turkey. The ab- 
ſurdity and injuſtice were flagrant, and it was revok- 
ed. I cannot fay how much of theſe forty-five thou-' 
ſand florins the haron had promiſed to the noble judge 
and the attorney. I only know that neither, of them 
was puniſhed, Had not ſome holidays. Iuckily inter- 
vened, or had the. attorney expeRed: my arrival, the 
money would have been paid, and an ineffectual ar. 
tempt to obtain retribution would have been the con- 
ſequence, as happened in many ſimilar inſtances, 

. L have before mentioned the. advertiſement. inviting 
all who had any demands or complaints againſt Trenck 
to appear, with the promife of a ducat a, day; and it 
is here proper to add that the ſum of fifteen thouſand 
forins were brought to account, and paid out of the 
eſtates of Trenck. For this ſhameful purpoſe ſome 
thouſand; of florins were paid, beſide, to this fpecies 
of claimants ; and, though after examination, their 
pretentipns all; proved. to be. futile, and themſelves 
were caſt. in damages, yet. was none of this money ever 
refunded, or the falſe claimants puniſhed. Among 
theſe the pretended daughter of General Schwerin re- 
ceived two thouſand Horins, notorious. as Was her 
character. Again: Trenck was accuſed of having 
appropriated. the money of the regiment to his own 
ule, and treated as. if conviſted. After his death a 
_ conſiderable. demand was accordingly made. I hap- 
pening, however, to meet with Ruckbardt, his quar- 
ter-maſter, he with aſſeverations, declared that, inſtead 
ol being indebted to his regiment, the regiment was 


more than a hundred:thoufand forins indebted to him, | 


adviſed me to get atteſtations from the captains, and 
aſſured me he, Fimſelf, would give in a clear ſtatement 

ol the regiment's.apcounts s. 
iſtened to the regiment, and 

_ Obtained ſo many proofs that the quarter-maſter'of the 


1 followed his advice, 


. 
* 
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regiment, who, in concurrence with the major, bag 
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reality pocketed the money, wag,imprifoned, and put 
in 164 What became of the Bief. or the falſe wit- 
neſs afterward, I know not: I only know that nothe 


ing was refunded, that the quarter- maſter found pro- 


tectors, detained the money, and, ſome years after this 


vile action, purchaſed a commiſſion, One inſtance 


more. 


Trenck, to the corps of infantry he commanded, 


added a corps of huſſars, Which he raiſed, and provid- 


ed with horſes and accoutrements at liis on expenſe. 
Theſe huffars were diſbanded after his death, and the 


Horſes and accoutrements fold by auction. My de- 


mand, on this account, was upward of ſixty thouſand 
florins; to which I received neither money nor reply. 
He had alſo expended a hundred thouſand florins for 
the raiſing and equipping his three thouſand pandours ; 
in conſequence of-which a ſigned agreement had been 
gun him by government, that theſe hundred thous 


{and florins ſhould: be repaid to his heir, or he, the 


heir, ſhould receive the command of the regiment. 


The regiment, however, at his deceaſe, was given to 


General Simſchen, and, as for the agreement, care was 

taken it ſhould never come into my hands. 

theſe hundred thouſand florins were loſt. 
Yet has it been wickedly affirmed he was impriſon- 


ed in the Spielberg for having embezaled the" regis 


ment's money; Whereas, I would to God I only was 
in poſſeſſion of the ſums be expended on this regi- 


ment: but he conſidered the regiment as his o-w-n, — | 


gent as Was his avarice, ſtill greater was his deſire ot 


ame, and greater ſtill his love for his Empreſs, for 


whom he would gladly have yielded both property 


With reſpect to the money that was to have been 


repaid for improvement of the eſtates, I muſt add cheſe 


been left defolate by the Turks, and the reinſtatement 


of ſuch'places'as had allen into their hands, zwd the | 
erefting of farm-houfes, mills, Rocking them win 


horſes, cattle, and ſeed corn, acedording wks way 


P 


Thus 


eſtates were hought at a time hen the country had 
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unt to leſs than eighty thbu- 


ſand florins ; but I s forbidden to go into Sclavo: 


nia, and the preſident offered, as an indemnification, 


four thouſand florins. Every body was aſtoniſhed, 
but he, with the utmoſt coolneſs, told me I'muſt either 
2ccept this or nothing. The hearers of this ſentence 
caft their eyes up to heaven, and pitied me, I remon- 
ſtrated, and thereby only*made the matter worle, 


Grief and anxiety occaſioned me to take a journey in- 


to Italy, paſſing through Venice, Rome, and Florence. 

On my return to Vienna, I, by a friendly interfer: . 
ence in behalf of a woman, whoſe fears rather than 
guilt, had brought her into danger, hecame ſuſpecbed 
myſelf, and the very officious officers of the police 
had me impriſoned as a coiner, without the leaſt 


grounds for any ſuch accuſation, except their own 


ſurmiſes. I was detained, unheard nine days, and 
when having been heard, I had entirely juſtified my- 
ſelf, was again reſtored to liberty : Public declaration 


was then made in the Gazette, that the officers of the 


police had acted too precipitate yy 

This was the ſatisfaction granted, but this did not 
content me. I threatened the counſelor by whom my 
character had been ſo aſperſed; and the Empreſs, 
condeſcended to mediate, beſtowed on me a captain- 
ſhip of cavalry in the Cordova Cuiraſhers,  .- 
Such was the recompenſe I received for wounds ſo 
deep, and ſuch the neglect into which I was thrown 
at Vienna. Diſcontent led me to join my regiment 
in Hi ud te 

Here I gained the applauſe of my Colonel Count 


Bettoni, who, himſelf, told the Empreſs, I, more than 


any other, had contributed to the forming of the regi- 


ment. It may well be imagined how a man like me, 


accuſtomed as I had been to the firſt company of the 
firſt courts, muſt paſs my. time among the Carpathian 
mountains, where neither ſociety nor good books 
were to be found, nor knowledge, of which I was ena- 


moured, improved. The converſation of Count Bet: 


toni, and the chace, together with the love of the 
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general of the regimerſt, old Field Marſhal Cordova, 


were my only reſources; the perſecutions, neglect, 


and even contempt I received at Vienna, were ſtill 


the lame. | 

In the year 1754, and the month of March, my 
mother died in Pruſſia, and I requeſted permiſſion of 
the court that held the inheritance of Trenck, as a fre 


dei commtfſum, to make a journey to Dantzic, to ſettle. 


ſome family affairs with my brothers and ſiſter, my 
eſtates being confiſcated, This permiſſion was grant- 
ed, and thither I went in May, where I once more fell 
into the hands of the Pruſſians, which forms the ſec- 
ond great, and ſtill more gloomy epocha in my life, 
All who read what follows will ſhudder, will com- 
miſerate him who, feeling himſelf innocent, .elates 
afflictions he has miſerably encountered, and glori- 
- WW oully overcome. „ | 

1 I left Hungary, where I was in garriſon, for Dant- 


LE 2 2 2 2 11 Sy Me 


zic, where I had deſired my brothers and ſiſter to 


meet me, that we might ſcttle our affairs. My prin- 


t WT cipal intent, however, was a journey to Peterſburg, 
y there to ſeek the advice and aid of my friends, for 
. law and perſecution were not yet ended at Vienna, 
. and my captain's pay, and ſmall income, were ſcarcely 
a ſufficient to defray charges of attornies and coun- 
0 ſellors. F ĩ ˙¾» 
3 It is here moſt worthy of remark that I was told, 
at by Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwic, governor of Mag- 


deburg, he had received orders to prepare my priſon, 


nt at Magdeburg, before I ſet out from Hungary. 
n Nay, more it had been written, from Vienna to Ber- 
lin, that the King muſt beware of Trenck, for that he 


to viſit his camp in Pruſſia, ©. 


bominable could the wickedeſt wretch onearth find to 


la- l | | ely 
et- Joy the property of which the other had been robbed! 
be That this was done, I have living witneſſes in his 


Lighneſs Prince Ferdinand of Brun ige, and the Ber- 


would be at Dantzic at the time when the King was 
What thing more vile, what contrivance more a- 


baniſh a man his country, that he might ſecurely en- 
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on my arrival at Day 
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lin miniſtry, from whoſe mouths I learned this arti. 


fice of villany. It is the more necefſary to eſtabliſh 


this truth, becauſe that no one can comprehend why 


the Great Frederic ſhould have proceeded againſt me 
in a manner ſo cruel as, when it comes to be related, 
muſt raiſe the indignation of the Juſt, and move 
hearts of iron to commiſerate. | 


Men ſo vile, fo wicked, as I have deſcribed. them'i in 
conjunction With one Weingarten, ſecretary to Count 
Puebla, then Auſtrian miniſter at Berlin, have brought | 
on me theſe my misfortunes, | 

This was the Weingarten, who, as is now well 
known, . betrayed all the ſecrets of the Auſtrian,court to 
Frederic, who at length was diſcovered in the year 
1756, and who, when the war broke out, remained 
in the ſervice of Pruſſia. This ſame Weingarten, 


allo, not only cauſed my wretchedneſs, but my ſiſters 


ruin and death; as he likewiſe did the puniſhment 


and death of three innocent men, which will hereaf- 


ter be ſhewn., | 

It is an incontrovertſhle truth that ] was betrayed, 
and ſold by men in Vienna, whoſe intereſt it was that 
I ſhould he eternally flenced, 

J was immediately viſited, by my brothers and ſiſter, 
IG, where we lived happy in 
each other's companygQuring a fortnight; and an am- 
icable partition was made ofn my mother's 1 equi : My 
ſiſter perfectly juſtified herſelf concerning the manner 
in which I was obliged to fly from her houſe, in the 
year 1746 ; our parting was, kind, and as brother and 
ſiſter ought to Pl. p 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was s the Auſtrian | 
reſident, M. Abramſon, to whom I brought letters of 


recommendation from Vienna, and whoſe reception 


of us was polite even to extravagance. 

This Abramſon was a Pruſſian horn, and had never 
ſeen Vienna, but obtained his then office by tho rec- 
ommendation of Count Beſtuchef, without ſecurity 


for his good conduct, or proof of his good morals, 


heart, Or head. He was in cloſe connexion with 72 
. Fry ian 
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Pruſſtan refident, Reimer, and Was made the infiru- 
ment of my run. 


Scarcely had'my brothers and ſiſter departed before 
] determined to make a voyage, by ſea, to Ruſſia, 
Abramſon contrived a thouſand artifices, Ly which he 
detained me a week longer in Dautzic, that he, in 


conjunction with Reimer, might make the ncceſſary | 


preparations, 


The King of Pruſſia had demanded that the magiſ- 


trates of Dantzic ſhould deliver me up, but this could 
not be done, without offending the imperial court, I 


being a commiſſioned officer in that ſervice, with 


proper paſſports: It was, therefore, probable that this 


negociation required letters ſhould paſs and repaſs, 
and, for this reaſon, Abramſon was employed to 


detain me ſome days longer, till, by the laſt letters 


from Berlin, the magiſtrates of Dantzic were induced 


to violate public ſafety, and the laws of nations. 
Abramfon I conſidered as my beſt friend, and my 


perſon as in perfect ſecurity ; he had, therefore, no 
difficulty in perſuading me to ſtay, 


The day of ſuppoſed departure, on board a Swediſh 
_ ſhip for Riga, 3 and the deceitful Abramſon 


promiſed me to ſend one of his ſervants to the port, to 
know the hour. At four gafftþe afternoon, he told 
me he had himſelf ſpoken 6 who ſaid he 
ſhould not fail till the nexk day; adding that he, 
Abramſon, would expect me to breakfaſt, and would 


then accompany me to the veſſel, I felt a ſecret in- 


quietude, which made me defirous of leaving Dant- 


z1c, and immediately to fend all my baggage, and fleep 

on board. Abramſon prevented me, dragged me al- 
moſt forcibly along with him, telling me he had much 
company, and that T muſt & ſolutely dine and ſup at 
bis houſe : Accordingly, I aid not returs to my inn 


till eleven at night. _ Fon” TRE age to HIS by. 
1 was but juſt in bed when I heard a knocking at 
my door, which was not ſhut, and two of the city mag- 


iſtrates, with twenty grenadiers, entered my cham- 


ber, and ſurrounded my bed ſo ſuddenly, that 1 a 


not- 
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not time to take to my arms and defend myſelf, My 
three ſervants had been fecured, and I was told that 
tne molt worthy: magiſtracy of Dantzic was obliged to 
deliver me up, as a delinquent, to his majeſty the 


ö King of Pruſtia, 


What were my feelings at ſeeing myſelf thus be- 
trayed !—They ſilently conducted me to the eity 
priton, where I remained twenty-four hours, About 
noon, Abramfon came ito viſit me, affected to he inf 
nitely concerned and enraged, and. affirmed he had 
ſtrongly proteſted againft the illegality of this pro- 


_ceeding to the magiſtracy, as I Was actually in the 
Auſtrian fervice ; but that they had anſwered him, 
the court of Vienna had afforded them a precedent, 


for that, in 1752, they had done the ſame by the 
two ſons of the Burgomaſter Rutenberg, of Dantzic, 
and that, therefore, they were juſtified in making re- 
prifal; that likewife, they durſt not refuſe the moſt 
earneſt requeſt, accompanied with threats, of the 


King of Pruſſia. | 


.* #08; nt 


Cai? plea of retaliation originated as follows: 
There was a kind of club at Vienna, the members of 


which were ſeized, for having committed the utmoſt 


extravagance and debauchery, two of whom were the 


ſons of the Burgomaſter Rutenberg, and who were 
tentenced to the pillgmy. Great ſums were offered by 
the father, to avoid H 


ublic diſgrace, but ineffec- 


tually; they were puniſhed, their puniſhment was le- 


gal, and had no ſimilarity whatever. to my caſe, nor 

could. it, any way, juſtly give pretence of reprifal. 
Abramſon who had, in reality, entered no proteſt 

whatever, but rather excited the magiſtracy, and act- 


ed in concert with, Reimer, adwiſed me to put my 


writings and other valable effects into his hands, 


otherwiſe they would; be ſeized, He knew I had re- 
ceived, in letters of exchange, from my brothers and 
filter, about feven thouſand florins, and theſe I gave 


him, but kept my ring, worth about four thoufand and 


ſome ſixty. guineas, which I had in my purfe. IIe 
then embraced me, declared, nothing {hould bg Ret 
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ed to effect my immediate deliverance, that even he 
would raiſe the populace for that purpoſe, that I could 


not be given up to the Pruſſians in leſs than a week, 
the magiſtracy being ſtil undetermined, in an affair ſo 


ſerious, and he leſt' me, ſhedding abundance of croco- 


dile tears, like the moſt affectionate of friends. 


The next night, two magiſtrates, with their poſſe, 


came to my priſon, 'attended by reſident Reimer, a 
Pruſſian officer and under-offiters, and into their 
hands I was delivered, —The pillage inſtantly began ; 
Reimer tore off my ring, ſeized my watch; ſnuff-box, 
and all Thad; not'ſo much as fending me a coat, or 
ſhirt, from my effects, after which, they put me into a 


cloſe coach, with three Pruſſians. The Dantzie 


guard accompanied the carriage to the city gate, that 


was opened to let me paſs, after which, the Dantzic 


dragoons eſcorted me as far as Lauenburg, in Pome- 
rania. + 535 Th 

I have forgottèn the Uate of this miſerable day, but, 
to the beſt of my memory, it mult have been in the be- 


ginning of June. Thirty Pruſſian huſſars, commanded 
by a lieutenant, relieved the dragoons at Lauenburg, 
and thus was I eſcorted, from garrifon to garriſon, 
till L arrived at Heling... | . 


Henee, it was evidently' falfely affirmed, by the mag- 


iſtracy of Dantzic, and the confpirator, Abramſon, - 


who wrote, in his own excufe, to Vienna, that my 
ſeizure muſt be attributed whofly to my own impru- 
dence, and that IJ had expoſed myſelf to this arreſt, by 
going without” the city gates, where I was taken and 
carried off: Nor is it leſs aſtoniſhing that tlie court of 


Vienna ſhould not have demanded ſatis faction, for the 


treachery of the Dantzickers toward an Auſtrian offi- 


cer, I having- incontrovertibly provet this treachery, 
after I had regained my libgrty, Abramſon, indeed, 


they could not puniſh, for, during my' impriſonment, 


he had quitted the Auftrian for the Pruſſian ſervice, 
where he had e become ſo contemptible, that, 


i the year 1764, when I was releaſed from my im- 


prilonmentz he-was himſelf impriſoned in the houſe of 


correction; 
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correction; and his wife, lately fo rich, was obliged' 


to beg her. bread. Thus have I generally lived to ſee 


the fall of my betrayers; and. thus have I found that, 
without indulging perſonal revenge, virtue and forti- 
tude mult at length triumph over the, calumniator and. 
the deſpot. : 

This truth will be further proved h=reafter, nor can 
I behold, unmoved, the open ſhame in which my per- 


ſecutors live, and how they tremble in my preſence, 


their wicked deeds now being known tothe world. 
Nay, monarchs may yet puniſh their perfidy !—Yet 
not ſo! - May they rather die in poſſeſſion of wealth: 
they have torn. from me l L only wiſh the pity and re- 
ſpect of the virtuous and the wiſe, | 
But, though Auſtria. has never reſented the affront 


committed on the perſon of: an officer in its fervice,. 


{ti}l have I a claim on the city of Dantzic, where L 
was thus treacherouſly delivered up, for the effects I 
there was robbed of, the amount of which is between. 


| eleven and twelve thouſand florins. This is a caſe too 
clear to require argument, and the publication of this 


hiſtory. will make 14 known to the world. This claim 


alſo, among others, I leave to the children of an unfor-- 


tunate father, NV 
Enough of digreſſion; let us attend to the remarka- 


ble events which happened on this diſmal journey to: 
Berlin. IJ was eſcorted from garrifon to garriſon, 
which were diſtant from each other, two, three, or, at 
moſt, five miles; whevut er- I came, I found compal-- 


ſion and reſpect. The detachment of huſſars only at- 
tended me two days; it conſiſted of twelve men, and 
an officer, who rode with me in the earriage. 


The fourth day I arrived: at. Where the Duke of 
Wirtemberg, father of the preſent Grand Ducheſs of 


Ruſſia, was commander, and where his regiment was 


in quarters. The Duke converſed with me, was much 


moved, invited me to dine, and detained me all the day 


where I. was not treated as a priſoner. I ſo far gain- 
ed his eſteem that I was allowed to remain there the 


next day: The chief perſons of che place wre, 4 
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Bled, and the Ducheſs, whom he had lately married, 


teſtified. every mark of pity and efteem.. I ſtaid din- 


ner with him alſo ap the third day, after which, I de- 

parted in an open carriage, without eſcort, attended! 

only by a lieutenant of his regiment, 
I muſt relate this event circumſtantially, for it not: 


only proves the juſt and noble character of the Duke, 


but hkewiſe that there are: moments in which, the- 
brave may appear cowards, the clear-ſighted blind, 
and the wiſe fooliſh ; nay, one might almoſt be led to- 
conclude, from this, that my imprifonment at Magde- 
burg, was the conſequence of predeſtination, ſince L 


remained riveted in ſtupor, in deſpite of ſuggeſtions, 
forebodings, and favourable opportunities. Who but: 
muſt be aſtoniſhed, having read the daring efforts. 1 
made at Glatz, at this ſtrange inſenſibility now in the 


very criſis of my fate ? I, afterward, was convinced it 


was the intention of the nohle-minded Duke that L 
ſhould eſcape, and that he muſt have given particular 


orders to the fucceſſive officers. He would, probably 


Have willingly ſubjedted himfelf to the reprimands of 
| Frederic, if I would have taken to flight. The jour» 
ney through the _ where his regiment was ſta- 


_ tioned, continue 


five days, and I every where paſſed 


the evenings in the company of the officers, the kind-. 


neſs of whom was unbounded.. I ſlept in their: quar- 


ters without centinel, and travelled in their carriages, 


without other guard than a-fingle officer in the carri- 


age. In various places the ...gh road was not more 
than two, and ſometimes one mile from the frontier- 


road, therefore nothing could have been eaſier than to 
have eſcaped; yet did the ſame Trenck, who in Glatz, 


had out his way through thirty men, to obtain his 
freedom, that Trenck, who had never been acquainted 
with fear, now remain four days bewildered, and una- 


ble to come to any determination. 


In a ſmall garriſon town, I lodged in the houſe of a 
captain of cavalry, and continually was treated by him 
with every mark of friendfhip.' After dinner, he roda 
at the head of his ſquadron to water the harſe, — 
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led. remained alone in the houſe, entered the ſtabls, 
ſaw three remaining horſes, with ſaddles and bridles-: 
In my chamber was a {word, ang pair-of piſtols, I 
had but to mount one of the horſes, and fly at the op- 
poſite gate, I meditated on the project, and almoſt rg. 
folved to put it in execution, butpreſently became un- 
determined, by ſome fecret impulſe. The captain re- 
turned {ome time after, and appeared ſurprifed to find 
me {till there. The next day, he accompanied me 
alone in is carriage: We: came to a foreſt ; he ſaw 
lome champignons, ſtopped; aſked me to alight, and 


help him to gather them»; he ſtrayed more than a hun- 


dred paces: from me, and gave me entire liberty to fly; 
yet, notwitbſtanding all this, I voluntarily returned, 
fuffering myſelf to be led; like a ſheep to the ſlaughter, 
I was treated ſo well, and eſcorted with ſo much neg. 

| Hgence, that I fell into a grofs error. Perceiving 
they conveyed me ſtrait to Berlin,-I imagined the King 

wiſhed to queſtion me, concerning the plan formed 
for the war, which was then on the point-of breaking 


out. This r L perfectly. xnew, the fecret correſpon- 
uchef having al paſſed through my hands, 


dence of Be 
which cireumſtance was much better known at Berlin 
than at Vienna. Confirmed in this opinion, and far 
from imagining the fate that awaited me; I remained 


irreſolute, inſenſible, and blind to danger. Alas, how 

ſhort was this hope! How 2 was it ſucceeded 
ys march; I quitted the 

diſtrict under the command of the Duke of Wirtem- 


by deſpair, when, after four 


berg, and was delivered up to the firſt garriſon of in- 
fantry at Collin !. The laſt of the Wirtemberg officers, 
_ whentaking leave of me, appeared to be greatly affects 


ed; and, from this moment; till I came to Berlin, I 
was put under a ſtrong eſcort, and the given oiders 


were rigorouſly obſerved. | 


_ Arrived here, I was: todged over the grand guard 


houſe, with two centinels in my chamber, and ons at 
the door. The. King was at Potzdam, and here I re- 
mained three days; on the third, ſome ſtaff officers 


made their appearance, ſeated _ themſelves at a table, 


ollowing que ſeions to me; 


and put the 
| Fir ſt, 
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Firſt, What was my buſineſs at Dantzic ? 


Secondly, Whether I: was acquainted with M. 


Goltz, Pruſſian ambaſſador in Rufſia ? 

Thirdly, Who s concerned with me in the con- 
ſpiracy at Dantzic B&- 

When 1 percezve 
gations, I abfo! ately refufed to reply, only faying I had 
been impriſoned in the fortreſs of Glatz, without 
hearing, or trial, by court martial; that availing my- 
ſelf of the laws of nature, I had, by my o exertions, 
procured my liberty, and that I Was no] a 3 of 
cavalry in the imperial ſervice; that I demanded a le- 


gal trial for my firſt unknown .offence, after which 1 


engaged to anfwer all interrogatories, and prove my 
innocence ; but that, at preſent, being accufed of new 
crimes, without a hearing concerning my former pun- 
iſhment, the procedure was illegal. I was told the) 
had no orders concerning this, and I remained dumb 
to all further queſtions, VFC 
They wrote, ſome two hours, God knows what : A 


carriage came up; I was ſtrictly ſearched to find-whethe . 
er I had any Weapons; thirteen or fourteen ducats, 


which J had concealed, were taken from me, and I was 


conducted, under a ſtrong eſcort through Spandau to 


Magdeburg, the officer here delivered me up to the 
captain of the guard at the eitadeł; the town major 
came, and brought me to the dungeon, expreſsly pre- 
pared for me; a ſmall picture of the Counteſs of Bef- 
tuchef, fet with diamonds, which I had kept concealed 


in my boſom, was now taker from me; the docz was 


Mut, and here was I left, | 
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LY 


| (V dungeon was in a caſemate, the fore part of 


which, ſix feet wide, and ten feetlong, was di- 
vided by a party wall. In the inner wall were two 


doors, and a third at-the entrance of the caſemate itſelf. 

* . The window, in the ſeven feet thick wall, was ſo ſituat - 
ed that, though Thad light, I could ſee neither heaven nor 
earth; I could. only ſee the roof of the magazine; 


within and without this window Were iren bars, and 


in the ſpace between an iron grating, To-- ctele, and ſo 
ſituated, by the riſing, of the walls, that it was impoll-. 
ble I ſhould ſee any perſon without the priſon, or that 


_y pron ſhould ſee me. On the outſide Was à 


wooden paliſadoe, ſix feet from-the wall, by which the 
_ centinels were prevented from conveying any thing to 


me. I had a matryſs, and a bedſtead, but which was 


immoveably ironed to the floor, ſo that it was impo ſſi- 


ble I ſhould drag: it, and ſtand up to the window; be- 


fide the door was a ſmalk iron ſtove and a night table, 
in like manner fixed te the floor. I was not yet put 
in irons, and my allowance was a pound and a half ; 


4 per day of ammunition breWand a jug of water. 5 
Prem my youth I had always had a good appenite,. 
and. my bread was 


ſo mo uldy 1 could care t be 
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eat the half of it. This was the conſequence of Major 
Rieding's avarice, who endeavoured to profit even by 
this, ſo great was the ggamber of unfortunate priſoners; 
therefore, it is impoſſible I ſhould deſcribe to my read- 
ers the excels of tortures that, during eleven months, 


day have devoured fix pounds of bread.; and every 
twenty-four hours after having received, and ſwallow- 
ed my ſmall portion, I continued. as hungry as before 


ty at Vienna, only to have ſatiated my hunger on dry 
bread ! For, ſo extreme was it, that, ſcarcely had I 
dropt into a ſweet ſleep, before I dreamed I was feaſt- 
ins at ſome table, luxuriouſly loaded, where, eating 


ger, the diſhes vaniſhed, and nothing remained but the 
reality. of my diſtreſs ; the cravings of nature were but 


pangs like theſe was pers. God preſerve 
every honeſt man from ſufferings like mine! They 
for a week, or more, but certainly no one beſides my- 
manths. Some have ſuppoſed that to eat little might 
ry. My hunger increaſed. every day, and of all the 
eleven months, was the moſt bitter. 

ſwer was—* We mult gi 
„command.“ The Gov 


87 enemy of man, replied, when I entreated, at leaſt, 
to have m 


* * , 
ay 2 2 
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I fclt from ravenons hunger. I could, eaſily, every 


I began, yet muſt wait another twenty-four,hours for 
a new morſel. How willingly would I have ſigned a 
bill of exchange for a thouſand ducats, on my proper- 


like a glutton, the whole company where aſtoniſhed 
to ſee me, while my imagination was heated by the 
ſenſation of famine, Awakened by the pains of hun- 


inflamed, my tortures prevented ſleep, and looking in- 
to futurity, the cruelty of my fate ſuffered, if poſſible, 
increaſe from imagining that the prolongation .of | 


were not to be endured by. the villain moſt obſtinate. 
Many have faſted three days, many have ſuffered want 

ſelf, ever endured it in the ſame exceſs for eleven 
become habitual, but I have experienced the contra- 
trials of fortitude my whole life has afforded, this of 
Petitions, remonſtrances, were of no avail ; the an- 

no more, ſuch is the King's 


our General Borck, born 


G11 of bread, © You have feaſted often 
ve one e 5 enough 
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© enough out of the ſervice of plate taken from the 
% King, by Trenck, at the battle of Sorau ; you muſt 
© now eat ammunition bread if your dirty kennel, 
% Your Empreſs makes no allowance for your main- 
c tenance, and you are unworthy of the bread you eat, 
© or the trouble taken about you.” | Judge, reader 
what pangs ſuch inſolence, added to «ſuch ſufferings, 
muſt inflict, Judge what were my thoughts, foreſee- 
ing, as I did, an endleſs duration to this impriſonment, 
and theſe torments. „ 
My three doors were kept ever ſhut, and I was left 
to ſuch meditations as ſuch feelings, and -ſuch hopes, 
might inſpire,” Daily, about noon, once in twenty- 
our hours, my pitfance of bread and water was 
Drought. The keys of all the doors were kept by the 
governor ; the inner door was not opened, but my 
bread and water were delivered through an aperture, 
The priſon doors were opened only once a week, ona 
Wedneſday, when the governor, and town major, 
my hole having been firſt cleaned, paid their viſit. 
Having remained thus two months, and obſerved 
this method was invariable, I began to execute a proj- 
ect I had formed, of the poſſibility of which I was 
convinced, _ 32323 8 
Where the night- table and ſtove ſtood the floor was 
bricked, and this paving extended to the wall that ſep- 
arated my caſemate from the adjoining one, in which 
was no priſoner. My window was only guarded by a 
ſingle centinel ; I therefore ſoon Gan among thoſe 
who ſucceſſively relieved guard, two kind-hearted 
fellows, who deſcribed to me the fituation of my 
priſon ; hence I perceived I might effect my eſcape, 
could I but penetrate into the 8 caſemate, the 
door of which was not ſnut. Provided I had a friend, 
and a boat waiting for me at the Elbe, or could I ſwim 
acroſs that river, the confines of Saxony were but a. 
mile diſtant, - © 5 5 
Io0 deſcribe my plan at length, would lead to prolix - 
ity, yet I muſt enumerate ſome of its circumſtaneespas. 
it was remarkably intricate, and of gigantic labour. 


| 
WY) 
| 


; 

i 
h 

it 

9 

LY 

4 
i 

4 by 
| | 
__ 


1 % + 0 
» * KY : - 
, - — 
e . 


« 


3 
W's. 4 
3 

* 


" $ 


BARON TRENCK. 137 


I worked through the iron, eighteen inches long, 
by which the night-table was faſtened, and broke of 
the clinchings of th@ails, but preſerved their heads, 
that I might put them again in their places, and all might 
appear ſecure to my weekly viſnors. This procured me 
tools to raiſe up the brick floor, under which I found 
earth, My firſt attempt was to work a hole through 
the wall, ſeven feet thick, hehind, and concealed by 
the night-table. The firſt layer was of brick. I af- 
terwards came to large hewn ftones. I endeavoured, 
accurately, to number and remember the bricks, both 
of the flooring and the wall, fo that I might replace 
them, and all might appear ſafe, This having accom- 
pliſhed, I proceeded, &.! | 


The day preceding viſitation all was carefully re- 
laced, and the intervening mortar as carefully pre- 
| E the whole had, probably, been white-waſhed 
a hundred times; and, that I might All up all re- 
maining interſtices, I pounded the white ſtuff this af- 
forded, wetted it, made a brufh of my hair, then ap- 
plied this plaiſter, waſhed it over, that the colour 
might be uniform, and afterward ftripped myſelf, and 
lat with my naked body againſt the place, by the heat 
of which t was n v - 
While labouring, I placed the ſtones and bricks up- 
on my bedſtead, and had they taken the precaution 
to come at any other time in the week, the ſtated 
Wedneſday excepted, I had inevitably been diſcover- 
ed; but as no ſuch ill accident befel me, in ſix month 
my Herculean lahours gave me a profpett of ſucceſs. 
Means were to be found to remove the rubbifh from 
my priſon ; all of which, in a wall To thick, it was 
impoſlible to replace: Mortar and ſtone could not be 
removed, I therefore took the earth, ſcattered it a- 
bout my chamber, and ground it under my feet the 
Whole day, till T had reduced it to duſt ; this duſt 1 
ſtrewed in the aperture of my window, making uſe 
of the looſened night-table to ſtand upon. 1 tied 
ſplinters from my bedſtead, together with the ravelled 
yarn of an old ſtocking, and to this affixed a t of my 
424% 20 
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hair, I worked a large hole under the middle grating, 
which could not be ſeen when ſtanding on the ground; 
and through this I puſhed my duſt with the tool I had 
prepared to the outer window, then, waiting till the 
wand ſhould happen to riſc, during the night I bruſh. 
ed it away, it was blown off, and no appearance remain. 
cd on the outſide, By this ſingle expedient I rid my- 
Telf of at leaſt three hundred weight of earth, and thus 
made room to continue my lahours : Yet, this being 
Rill inſufficient, I had recourſe to another artifice, 
which was to knead up the earth in the form of ſau- 
:{ages, to reſemble the human faces : Theſe I dried, and 
hen the priſoner came to clean my dungeon, . haftily 
tolled them into the night table, and thus diſencumbered 
mauyſelf of a pound or too more of earth each week, 
I further made little balls, and when the centinel was 
walking, ble them through a paper tube, out of the 


| window. Into the empty ſpace I put my mortar 
x and ſtones, and warked on ſucceſsfully. 3 
| I cannot, however, deſcribe my difficulties, after 
= | Having penetrated about two feet into the hewn ſtone, 
j My tools were the irons, I had dug out, which faſtened 
i= my bedſtead and night-table. A compaſſionate ſold - 
= ier, alſo gave me an old iron ram-rod,: and a ſoldier's 
TS waath- knife, which did me excellent ſervice, more 
pecially the latter, as I ſhall-prefently more fully 
13 Mew. With thele too cut ſphnters from my bed- 


ſtead, which aided me to pick-the mortar. from the in- 
terſtices of the ſtone ; yet the labour of penetrating 
through this ſeven-feet wall was incredible; the 
building was ancient, and the mortar, . occaſionally, 
quite ee ſo that the whole ſtone was obliged to 
de reduced to duſt. After continuing my work unte- 
mittingly, for ſix months, I at length approached the 
accompliſhment' of my hopes, as I knew by coming 
co the facing of brick, which now was only between 
ne and the adjoining caſemaeeeee. 
Meantime I found opportunity to ſpeak«to ſome of 
IE Ahe centinels, among whom was an old grenadier.call- 
| gd Gefhardt, whom J here name, becauſe he diſplayed 
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Fs j qualities of the greateſt and moſt noble kind. From 
a = hin I learned the preciſe ſituation of my . and 
d Y every circumſtence that might belt conduce to my 
<< RC nA | 54 
i- i Nothing was wanting but money to buy a boat, and, 
- croſſing the Elbe with Gefhardt, to take refuge in 
Saxony. By Gefhardt's means I became acquainted 
Ss SS with a kind-hearted girl, a Jewels, and a native of 
5 RE Delay, Eſther Heymannin by name, and whoſe fathei 
SE had bcen ten years in priſon. This good, compal- 
* fionate maiden, whom I had never ſeen, won over two 
d other grenadiers, who gave her an opportunity of 
y ſpeaking to me every time they ſtood centinel, By 


tying my ſplinters together, I made a ſtick long 
enough to reach beyond the paliſadoes that were be- 
ſore my window, and thus obtained paper, another 
knife, and a file, e 5 I 
I now wrote to my fiſter, the wife of the before- 
mentioned only ſon of General Waldow, deſcribed 
my ſituation, and intreated her to remit three hundred 
rix-dollars to the Jeweſs, hoping by this means 1 
might eſcape from my priſon, I wrote another affect- 
ing letter to Count Puebla, the Auſtrian ambaſſador at 
Berlin, in which was incloſed a draft for a thoufand 
llorins on my effects at Vienna, deſiring him to remit 
theſe to the ſeweſs, having promiſed her that ſum, as 
a reward for her fidelity. She was to bring the three 
hundred rix-dollars my ſiſter ſhould ſend to me, and 
take meaſures with the grenadiers to facilitate my 
flight, which-nothing ſeemed able to prevent, T having 
the power either to break into the caſemate, or, aide 
Ly the grenadiers and the Jewels, to cut the locks 
from the doors, and that way eſcape from my dungeon. 
The letters were open, I being obliged to roll them 
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round the ſtick to'convey them to Eſther, - _ -» 
Ihe faithful girl ftraightway proceeded to Berlin, 
where ſhe arrived ſafe, and immediately ſpoke to 
Count Puebla, The Count gave her the kindeſt res 
ceptian, received the letter, with the letter of ex- 
change, aud bade her go and ſpeak to Weingarten, the 
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fecretary of the embaſſy, and act entirely as he ſhoultt 
direct. She was received by Weingarten in the moſt 
friendly manner, Who, by his queſtiens, drew from 
der the whole ſecret, and our intended plan of flight, 
aided by the two grenadiers, and alſo, that fhe had a 
letter for my ſiſter, which ſhe, mult carry to Hammer, 
near Cuſtrin. He aſked to fee this letter, read it, 
told her to proceed on her journey, gave her two: duc. 
ats to bear 185 expenſes, ordered her to eeme to him 
on her return, (aich that during this interval, he would 
endeavour to obtain her the thouſand florins for my 
draft, and would then give her further inſtru&ions, 

_ Eſther cheerfully departed for Hammer, where my 
fiſter, then a widow, and na longer, as in 1746, in 
dread of her huſband, joyful to hear I was ſtill living, 
1mmediately gave her the three hundred rix-dollars, 
exhorting 25 to exert every poſſible means to obtain 
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ny deliverance. Eſther haſtened back, with the letter 
from my ſiſter to me, to Berlin, and told all that had 


paſſed to Weingarten, who read the letter, and en- 


quired the names of the two grenadiers, He told her 
the thouſand florins, from Vienna, were not yet come, 
but gave her twelve ducats, bade her haſten back to 
Magdeburg, to carry me all this good news, and then 
to return to Berlin, where he would pay her the thou- 
fand florins. Efther came to Magdeburg, went imme- 
diately to the citadel, and, moſt luckily, met the wife 
of one of the grenadiers, who told her that her huſ- 
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the court of Berlin, not only the ſecrets of the Impe- 
rial embally, but alſo the whole plan of the projetted 


Jar. For this reaſon, he afterward, when war broke 


vat, remained at Berlin, in the Pruſhan ſervice, IIis 


_ reaſon for betraying me was that he might ſecure the 


thouſand florins, which I had drawn for on Vienna; 
ſor the receipt of the 24th of May, 1735, atteſts that: 
the ſum was paid by the adminiſtrators of my effetts, 
to Count Puebla, and has ſince been brought to ac- 


count; nor can I believe that Weingarten did not ap- 


propriate this ſum to himſelf, ſince I cannot be per- 
{aaded the ambaſſador would commit ſuch an action, 
although the receipt is in his hand-writing, as may 
eaſily be demonſtrated, it being now in my poſleſlion. 
Thus did Weingarten, that he might detain a thouſand 
forins, with impunity, bring new evils upon we, and 
upon my ſiſter, which occaſioned her premature death; 
cauſcd one grenadier to run the gauntlet three ſuc- 
ceflive days, and another to be hung. 
Eſther alone eſcaped, and ſince gave me an elucida- 


tion of the whole affair, The report at Magdeburg 


was that a Jeweſs had obtaiged money from my fiſter, 
and bribed two grenadiers, and that one of theſe had 
truſted, and been betrayed by his camrade, Indeed, 
what other ſtory could he told at Magdeburg, or how 


could it be known I had been betrayed to the Pruſſian 


rainiſtry by the Imperial ſecretary ? The truth, how- 
ever, is as J have ſtated ; my account hook exiſts, and 
the TEATRO ee 88 

Her poor imprifoned father was puniſhed with 
more than a hundred hlows, to make him declare. 
whether his daughter hae intruſted him with the plot, 
or if he knew whither ſhe was fled, and miſerably di- 


edin fettexs. Such was the miſchief occaſioned by a 


raſcal And who might be blamed but the imprudent 


Count Puebla 7 


In the year 1 766, the Jeweſs demanded of me a 
thouſand florins; And I wrote to Count Puebla, that 
having his receipt for the ſum, which never had been. 
repaid, I begged it might be reftored, He receised 
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my agent with rudenefs, returned no anſwer; and 
ſeemed to trouble himſelf little concerning my loſs, 
Whether the heirs of the count be, or be not, indebted 
to me theſe thouſand florins, and the intereſt, I leave 
the world to determine. Thrice have I been betrayed 
at Vienna, and ſold to Berlin, like Joſeph to the Egyp- 
tians, My hiſtory proves the origin of my misfor- 
runes was" the perſuaſion that reſidents, envoys and 
ambaſſadors, muſt be men of known worth and hone{- 
ty, and not the vileſt of raſcals and miſcreants. But, 
alas! the effects and money they have robbed me of 
have never been reſtored; and, for the miferies they 
have brought upon me, they could not be recompenſed: 
by the wealth of any or all the monarchs on earth. 
Eſtates they may, but truth they cannot, confiſcate; 
and of the villainy of Abramſon and Weingarten, I 
have documents and proofs that no court of juſtice 
could diſannul.—Stop, reader, if thou haſt a heart, 
and in that heart compaſſion ! Stop, and imagine 
what my fenſations are while I remember, and re- 
count a part only of the injuſtice that has been done 
me, a part only of the tyranny I have endured !. By 
this laſt act of treachery of Weingarten, was I held in 
chains, the moſt horrible, for nine fucceeding years! 
By him was an innocent man brought to the gallows ! 
By him too, my ſiſter, my beloved, my unfortunate 
iter, was obliged to build a dungeon for me, at her 
own expenſe ! Belide being amerced in a- fine, the ex- 

tent of which I never could learn. Her goods were 
plundered, her eſtates made a deſert, her children fell 
into extreme poverty, and ſhe herſelf expired in her 
thirty-third year, the victim pf cruelty, perſecution, 
her brother's misfortunes; and the treachery of the Im- 
"peril eh !)) OD ey. 
Bleſſed ſhade of a beloved ſiſter The facrifice of 
my adverſe and dreadful fate! Thee could I never 
avenge ! Thee could the blood of Weingartef never 
appeaſe } No aſylum, however ſacred, ſhould have ſe- 
cured him, had he not ſought that laſt of aſylums for 

human wickedneſs and human woes, the e 
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tee do I dedicate theſe few pages, a tribute of thank-- 
fulneſs ; and, if future rewards there are, may the 
brighteſt of theſe rewards, be thine J. For us, nor for 
ours, may rewards be expected from menarchs Who 
in apathy have beheld our mortal ſufferings. Reſt, no - 
ble ſoul, murdered though thou wert by the enemies 
of thy brother L Again my blood boils, again the tears 
roll down my cheeks, when I remember thee, thy ſuf- 
ferings in my cauſe, and thy untimely end l I Knew it 
not—I fought to thank thee—I found. thee in the 
grave would have made retribution toy children, 
but unjuſt, iron-hearted princes had deprived me. of. 
the power. Can the virtuous heart conceive afſliction 
more crueF? My ewn ils I would have endured with. 
magnanimity ; but thine are Wrongs I have neither the 
power to forget nor heal. 415 Tr 
Enough of this.— | SO OV nd OMIA 
The worthy Emperor, Franeis I. ſhed tears when L 
afterward had the honour of relating to him, in per- 
jon, my paſt miſeries; I beheld them flow; and-grati-- 
tude threw me at his feet. His emotion was ſo great, 
he tore himſelf away; I left the palace with all thats 
enthuſiaſm of ſoul which ſuch a ſcene muſt inſpire. 
He probably would have done more than pitied 
me, but his death ſoon followed. I relate this inci» - 
dent to convince poſterity Francis I. poſfeſſed a heart 
worthy an emperor, worthy of a man. In the know- 
jedge I have had of monarchs, he ſtands alone. Fred - 
eric and Thereſa both died without doing me juſtice ;. 
Lam now too eld, teo proud; have too much apathy, 


to expect it from their fucceſſors. Petition I will not, 
knowing my rights:; and juſtice from courts of law, 
however evident my claims; were in theſe courts, vain. 
indeed to- expet,—Lawyers and advocates 1 know 
by too well, and an army to fupport my rights Lhave 
not. i ter bene, tw 2c 
What heart that can feel but will pardon me theſe 
digreſſions ! At the exaſt and ſimple recital of fats 
like theſe, the whole man muſt be rouſed, and the 
Philoſopher Himſelf ſhudder, 


„ nin 


Once more :—I heard nothing of what had hap. 
ber for ſome days; at length, however, it was the 
10neſt Gefhardt's turn to mount guard; but, the poſts 
being doubled, and two additional grenadiers placed 

efore my door, explanation was exceedingly difficult, 
He, however, in ſpite of precaution, found means to 
inform me whac had happpened to his two unfortu- 
nate comrades, by PO TL Os AO 
The King came to a review at Magdeburg, when he 
viſited the Star-Fort, and commanded a new cell to be 
immediately made, prefcribing himſelf the kind of 
irons by which I was to be ſecured. I he honeſt Gef. 
hardt heard the officer ſay this cell was meant for me; 
gave me notice of it, but aſſured me it could not be 
ready in leſs than a month. I therefore determined, 
as foon as poſſible, to complete my breach in the wall, 
and eſcape, without the aid of any one, The thing 
was poſlible; for I had twiſted the hair of my matraſs 
into a rope, which I meant to tie to a cannon, and de- 
fcend the rampart, after which J might ſwim acroſs 
the Elbe, gain the Saxon frontiers, and thus ſafely 
On the'26th of May 1 had determined to break into 
the next caſemate; but, when I came to work at the 
bricks, I found them ſo hard, and ſtrongly cemented, 
that I was obliged to defer the labour to the following 
day. I left off, weary and ſpent, at day-break, and, 
ſhould any one enter my dungeon, they mult infallibly 
diſcover the breach, How dreadful is the deftiny by 
which, through life, I have been perſecuted, and 
Which has continually plunged me headlong into ca- 
lamity, when I imagined happineſs was at hand! 
The 27th of May was a cruel day in the hiſtory of 
my life. My cell, in the Star-Fort, had been finiſhed 
Jooner than Gefhardt had ſyppoſed ; and at night, 
when I was preparing to fly, I heard a carriage ſtop 
before my priſon. Oh, God! what was my "terror, 
what were the horrors of this moment of deſpair !' 
Tas locks and bolts reſounded, the doors flew open, 
and the laſt of my poor. remaining reſources was ts 
conceal my knife The town-major, the major of _ 
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day, and a captain entered; I ſaw them by the light of 


their two lanterns... The only words they ſpoke were, 
© arels yourſelf z” which was immediately done, I 


till wore the uniform of the regiment of Cordova. 


Irons were given me, which I was obliged myſelf to 


faſten on my wriſts and ancles: The town major tied: , 


a bandage over my eyes, and, taking me under the 
arm, they thus conducted me to the carriage. It was. 


2 to paſs through the city to arrive at the Star- 
Al 


Fort : All was ee the noiſe of the eſcort; 


but when we entered Magdeburg, I heard the people 


running, who were crowding together, to obtain a. 
fight of me. Their curioſity was raiſed, by the report 
that I was going to be beheaded, That I was executed 
on this occaſion, in the Star-Fort, after having been. 


conducted blind- fold through. the city, has fince been 


both affirmed and written, and the officers had then or- 


ders to propagate this error, that the world might re- 


main in utter ignorance concerning me. I indeed knew 
otherwiſe, 8 I affected not to have this know-- 
ge ; and, as I was not gagged, I behaved as if I ex- 


petted death ;—reproached my condutors in language 


that even made them fhudder, and painted their king. 


in his true colours, as one who, unheard, had con- 


demned an innocent ſubjedt by a deſpotic exertion of 
POWer. BIKE 4 F * FE, 

My fortitude was admired, at the moment when it 
was ſuppoſed I thought myſelf leading to execution. 
No one replied, but their fighs intimated their com- 
Page > G 
fuch commands. The carriage at length ſtopped, and 


I was brought into my new: cell, The bandage was 
taken from my eyes. The dungeon was lighted by a. 
tew torches. - God of heaven l what were my feel- 
ings, when I behe}d the whole floor covered with» 
chains, a fire-pan, and two grim men ſtanding with 


their ftnithhammers; 


Io work went theſe engines of deſpotiſm Enor- 
mous chairs were fixed to my ancle at. one end, and. 
. JEE . | 
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ertain it is, few Pruſſi ans willingly execute 
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at the other to a ring which was incorporated in the 
wall, This ring was three feet from the ground, and 
only allowed me to move about two or three feet to the 
Tight and left. They next riveted another huge iron 
ring, of a hand's hreadth, round my naked body, to 
which hung a chain, fixed into an iron bar, as thick 
as a man's arm. This bar was two feet in length, and at 
each end of it was a handcuff, as repreſented in the 
plate. The iron collar round my neek was not added 
till the year 173% oo ]ð?7r“? OH, | 
% „ © „ 2 g # % © „ | $ 8 
No ſoul bade me good night, —All retired in dread- 
ful filence and I heard the horrible grating of four 
doors, that were ſucceſſively locked and bolted upon 
me! EXE e 
Thus does man act by his fellow, knowing him to 
be innocent, having received the commands of another 
%%% TTT 
Oh God! thou alone knoweſt how my heart, void 
as it was of guilt, beat at this moment. There ſat I, 
deſtitute, alone, in thick darkneſs, upon the bare 
earth, with a weight of fetters inſupportable to nature, 
thanking thee that theſe cruel men had not diſcovered 
my knife, by which my miſeries might yet find an end, 
Death is a laſt, certain refuge, that can indeed bid 
defiance to the rage of tyranny, What ſhall I ſay ? 
How ſhall I make the reader feel as I then felt? How 
deſcribe my deſpondency, and yet account for that la- 
tent impulſe that withheld my hand on this fatal, this 
miſerable night, VC 
This miſery I foreſaw was not of ſhort duration : I 
nad heard of the wars that were lately broken out be- 
tween Auſtria and Pruſſia, Patiently to wait theif 
termination, amid ſufferings and wretchedneſs, ſuch 
as mine, appeared impoſſible, and freedom even then 
was doubtful, Sad experience had I had of Vienna, 
and well I knew thoſe, who had deſpoiled me of my 
Property, moſt anxiouſly would endeavour to prevent 
my return,—Such were my meditations ! Such my 
night thoughts! Day at length returned—But where 
4 17 ad | | F WS 
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was its ſplendor ? Fled—TI beheld it not—Yet was its 
glimmering obſcurity ſufficient to ſhew me what was 
m d ET v 
In breadth it was about eight feet; in length ten. 
Near me once more ſtood a night table; in a corner 
was a ſeat, four bricks broad, on which I might ſit, 
and recline againſt the wall. Oppoſite the ring to 
which I was faſtened, the light was admitted through 
a ſemicircular aperture, one foot high, and two in di- 
ameter. This aperture aſcended to the centre of the 
wall, which was {1x feet thick, and at this central part 
was a cloſe iron grating, from which, outward, the 
aperture deſcended, and its two extremities were again 


ſecured by ſtrong iron bars. My dungeon was built =, 


in the ditch of the fortification, and the aperture, by 
which the light entered, was ſo covered by the wall 
of the rampart that, inſtead of finding immediate paſ- 
ſage, the light only gained admiſſion by reflection. 
'This, conſidering the ſmallneſs of the aperture, and 
the impediments of grating and iron bars, muſt needs 
make the obſcurity great, yet my eyes; in time, be- 
came ſo accuſtomed to this glimmering that I could ſee 
a mouſe run. In winter, however, when the Tan did 
not ſhine into the ditch, it was eternal night with mes + 
Between the bars and the grating was a glaſs window, 
with a {mall central eaſement, which might” be opened 
to admit air. My night-table was daily removed, and 
behde me ſtood. a jug: of water, The name of 
TRENCK was built in the wall, in red brick, and un- 
der my feet was a tombſtone, with the name of 
TREN cx alſo cut on it; and carved with a death's head. 
The doors to my dungeon were double, of oak, two 
inches thick: Without theſe was an open ſpace or 
front cell, in which was a window, and this ſpace was 
likewiſe ſhut in by double doors. The Fitch, in 
which, this dreadful den was built, was incloſed on 
both ſides hy paliſadoes, twelve feet high, the key of 
the door of which was entruſted to the officer of the 
uard, it being the King's intention to prevent all poſ- 
ibility of ſpeech or communication with the . 


— 


— 
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The only motion I had the power to make was that e K 
Jumping upward, or {wingins my arms, to procure 
+ myſelf warmth. When more accuſtomed to theſe 

fetters, I was likewiſe capable of mpving from fide to 

| fide, about four feet, but this pained my ſhin bones, 
The cell had been knihed with lime and plaiſter 
hut eleven days, and every body ſuppoſed it would be 
impoſſible I ſhould exiſt in theſe damps above a fort- 
night. I remained ſix months, continually immerſed 
in water, that trickled upon me from the thick arches 
under which I was; and I can ſafely affirm that for 

the firft three months, I was never dry; yet did I 

continue in health. I was viſited daily, at noon, af. 

ter relieving guard, and the doors were then obliged 
to be left open for ſome minutes, otherwiſe the damp-. 
neſs of the air put out their candles, | 
This was my ſituation, and here I ſat, deſtitute of 
Friend, helpleſsly wretched, preyed on by all the tor- 
ture of thought that continually ſuggeſted the moſt 
gloomy, the moſt dreadful of images. My heart was 
not yet wholly turned to. ſtone, my fortitude was 
| ſunken to deſpondency ; my dungeon. was the very 
| cave of deſpair ; yet was my arm reſtrained, yet was 
| this exceſs of miſery endured. '— © 
How then may hope be wholly eradicated from the 
heart of man] My fortitude, after ſome time, began to 
revive; I glowed with the deſire of convincing the 


l world I was capable of ſuffering what man had never 
3 ſuffered before, perhaps of, at laſt, emerging from this 


load of wretchedneſs, triumphant over my enemies. 
So long and ardently did my fancy dwell on this pic- 
* ture, that my mind at length acquired a heroiſm, 
| Which Socrates himſelf certainly never poſſeſſed. Age 
| bad benumed his ſenſe of pleaſure, and he drank the 
* : poiſonous draught with cool indifference ; I was | 
| young, inured to high hopes, yet now beholdingdeliv- 
| _ eranice impoſſible, or at an immenſe, a dreadful diſ- 
| tance. Such too, were the ſufferings of ſoul and body, 
6. I could not hope they might be ſupported and live. 
* About noon my den was opened. Sorrow and 
compaſſion were painted on the cguntenances of m 
i | | R 
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keepers. No one ſpoke, No one had me good mor- 
row. Dreadful indeed was their arrival, for, unac- 
cuſtomed to the monſtrous bolts and bars, they were 
kept reſounding for a full half hour, before ſuch ſoul- 
chilling, ſuch hope-murdering impediments were re- 
moved, It was the voice of tyranny that thundered ! 

My night-table was taken out, a camp-bed, matraſs, 
and blankets, were brought me; a jug of water ſat 
down, and beſide it an amunition- loaf of fix pounds 
weight, That you no more may complain of hun- 
ger, ſaid the town-major,* you ſhall have as much 
© bread as you can eat,” The door was ſhut, and I. 
again left to my thoughts. | r 

What a ſtrange thing is that called happineſs ! 
ow ſhall I expreſs my extreme joy, when, after eleven 
months of intolerable hunger, I was again. indulged 
wi.h a full feaſt of coarſe amunition bread ? The fond 
lover never ruſhed more eagerly to the arms of his ex- 
petting bride ; the famiſhed tiger more ravenouſly on 
his prey, than I upon this loaf ; I cat, reſted, ſurveyed 
the precious morſel, eat again, and abſolutely ſhed 
tcars of plealure——Breaking bit after bit, I had by 


* 


evening, devoured all my loaf, | 1 

Oh Nature! what delight haſt thou combined with 
the gratification of thy wants: Remember this, ye 
who gorg®, ye who rack invention to excite appetite, 
and which yet, you cannot procure ; remember how 
limple are the means that will give a cruſt of mouldy _ 
bread a flavour more exquiſite than all the ſpices of the 
Loft, or all the profuſion of land or ſea ; remember 
this, grow hungry: and indulge your ſenſuality. 

Alas, my enjoyment was of ſhort duration. I ſoon 
found that excels is followed by pain and repentance, 
My faſting had weakened digeſtion, and rendered it 
mattive, My body ſwelled, my water-jug was empti- | 
cd, cramps, cholics, and at length inorainate thirſt 
racked me all the night. I began to pour curſes on 
thoſe ho leemeto' refine on torture, and after ſtav- 
ing me ſo long, to invite me to gluttony. Could I not 
have reclined on my bed, I ſhould indeed have been 
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morſel of bread, an 
in a lick body, became puſillanimous, ſo that I deter- 
mined on death, The irons, every where round my 
body, and their weight, were inſupportable; nor could 
J imagine it was poſſible I ſhould habituate myſelf to 
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driven this night, to deſperation ; yet even this wag 
but a partial relief, for, not yet accuſtomed to my en- 
normous fetters, I could not extend myſelf in them in 
the ſame manner I was afterward taught to do by hab. 
it. 1 dragged them, however, ſo together as to ena- 
ble me to {it down. on the bare matrals, This, of all 
my nights of ſuffering, ſtands foremoſt. When they 
opened my dungeon, next day, they found me in a 
truly pitiable ſituation, wondered at my appetite, 


brought me another loaf; I refuſed to accept it, believ- 
ing 1 never more ſhould have occaſion for bread : they, 


however, leſt me one, gave me water, ſhrugged up 
their ſhoulders, wiſhed me farewel, as, zccording to 


all appearance, they never expected to find me alive, 
and ſhut all the doors, without aſking whether I wiſh- 


ed, or needed, farther aſſiſtance, 
Three days had 1 before I could again eat a 


my mind, brave in health, now, 


them, or endure them long enough to expect de- 
liverance. Peace was a very diſtant proſpect, The 
King had commanded that ſuch a priſon ſhoüld be 
built as ſhould exclude all neceſfty of a centinel, in 
order that I might not converſe with and ſeduce them 


from what is called their duty ; and; in the firſt days 
of deſpair, deliverance appeared impoſſible; aid the 
fetters, the war, the pain I felt, the place, the length 


of time, each circumſtance ſeemed equally impoſſible 
to ſupport, A thouſand reaſons convinced me it was 
necellary to end my ſufferings. I ſhall not enter into 


theological diſputes : Let thoſe who blame me im- 


agine themſelves in my ſituation ; or, rather, let them 


firſt actually endure my miſeries, and then let them 


reaſon, | I had often braved death in proſperity, and 


at this moment, it ſeemed a bleſſing. 


Full of theſe meditat ions, every minute's patience 
appeared abſurdity and reſolution meanneſs of ſoul, 


yet 
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yet I wiſhed my mind ſhould be ſatisfied that reaſon, 
and not raſhneſs, had induced the act. I therefore 
determined, that I might examine the queſtion coolly, 
to wait a week longer, and die on the fourth of July, 
In the meantime I revolved in my mind what poſhble 
means there were of eſcape, not fearing, naked and 
chained, to ruſh and expire on the bayonets of my 
enemies. | | "LI 
The next day I obſerved, as the four doors were 
opened, that they were only of wood, therefore, queſ- 
tioned whether I might not even cut off the locks with 
the knife that I had ſo fortunately concealed ; and, 
ſhould this and every other means fail, then would be 
the time to die. I likewiſe determined to make an at- 
tempt even to free myſelf of my chains. I happily 
forced my right hand through the hand- cuff, though 
the blood trickled from my nails. My attempts on . 
the left were long ineffectual: But by rubbing with a 


brick, which I got from my ſeat, on the rivet that had 


been negligently cloſed, I effected this alſo. 
The chain was faſtened to the rim round my body, 
by a hook, one end of which was not inſerted in the 
rim, therefore, by ſetting my foot againſt the wall, I 
had ſtrength enough ſo far to bend this hook back, 
and open it, as to force out the link of the chain. 
The remaining difficulty was the chain that attached 
my foot to the wall ; The links of this chain I took, 
doubled, twiſted and wrenched, till at length, nature 
having heitowed on me great ſtrength, J made a deſ- 
E effort, ſprang forcibly up, and two links at once 
flew off, e 5 | 
Fortunate indeed, did I think myſelf. I haſtened to 
the door, groped in the dark to find the clinchings of 
the nails by which the lock was faſtened, and diſcov- 
ered no very large piece of wood need be cut. Im- 
mediately I went to work with my knife, and cut 
through the oak door, to find its thickneſs, which 
proved to be only one inch, therefore, was it poſſible 
to open all the four doors in four and twenty hours, 
| PCV ew Again 
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| Again hope revived-in my haart. To prevent de. 

| tection I haſtened to put on my chains; but, oh God 1-«y 
what difficulties had I to ſurmount! After much 

groping about I at length found the link that had 

'F flown off; this I hid. It had been my good fortune, 

hitherto, to eſcape examination, as the polkhility of 

BY ridding myſelf of ſuch chains was in no wiſe ſuſpctt- 

| ed. The ſeparated links 1 tied together with my hair 

| ribbow; but, when I again endeavoured to force my 

5 hand into the ring, it was ſo ſwelled that every effort 

1 was fruitleſs. Ihe whole night was employed upon 

the rivet, but all labour was in vain, 

Noon was the hour of viſitation, and neceſſity and 

+ =o danger again obliged me to attempt forcing my hand 
| in, which at length, after excruciating torture, I effect- 
ed. My viſitors came, and every thing had the ap- 
pearance of order, I found it, however, impoſſible 

to force out my right hand while it continued ſwelled 

I therefore remained quiet till the day fixed, and, on 

the determined fourth of July, immediately as my vil. 
itors had cloſed the doors upon me, I diſincumbered 

myſelf of my irons, took my knife, and began my 
Herculean labour on the door. The firſt of the dou- 
ble doors that opened inwards was conquered in lels 

than an houf ; the other was a very different taſk, 
The lock was ſoon cut round, but it opened outwards ; | 
there were, therefore, no other means left, but to cut 

| the whole door away above the bar. 

1 This inceſſant and incredible labour made poſſible, 

though it was the more difficult, as every thing was to 

be done by feeling, I bein totally i in the dark ; the 

. ſweat dropt, or rather cn from my body; my fin- 

gers were clotted with my on blood, and my lacera- 

1 ted hands were one continued wound. 


| Day-light appeared, I clambered over the Joos that 
I'S VVuoas half cut away, and got up to the window in the 
8 ſpace or cell that was between the double doors, as be- 
fore deſcribed. Here I ſaw my dungeon was in the 
j - ditch of the firſt rampart ; before me I beheld the 
| j Fn road From the rampart : The 1 but fifty os 50 
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5 tant, "6d the high pal iſadoes that were in the ditch, 


and maſh be ſcaled before I could reach the rampart. 
Hope | os ſtronger; my efforts were redoubled. 


of the next ade doors was attacked, Which 


] be far 


likewiſe opened inward, and was ſoon conquered. 
the ſun ſet before F had: ended this, and the fourth i” 
My: 


was to be cut away, as the ſecond had been, 


ſtrength failed; both my hands were raw : I reſte 1 


while, began again, and had made a cut of a foot log, 


when my knife ſnapt, mga the broken blade dropt t to 8 


the ground, 


TEES, „ * 3 „„ „ 


|  Godof omnipotence! What was I at this moment! 

Was there, God of mercies | was there ever creature 
of thine more juſtified than I in deſpair ?—The moon 
ſhone clear; I caſt a wild and diſtracted look up to 


Heaven, fell: on my knees, and, in the agony of my 


ſoul, ſought comfort; but no comfort could be found, 
nor Religion nor Philoſophy had any to give, —-lI curl. 


ed not Providence, I feared not annihilation, I dared 
not Almighty vengeance ; God the creator was the 
diſpoſer of my fate; and, if he heaped afflictions upon 
me he had. not given me ſtrength to ſupport, his juſ- 


| lice would not, therefore, puniſi me. To him, the 
| Judge of the quick and the dead, I commited my ſaul, 
ſeized the broken knife, caſhed. through the veins of 
my left arm and foot, lat myſelf tianquilly down, and 
iaw tne blood flow. Nature, overpowered, fainted; 


and I know not how long T remained. lumbering in _ 
Suddenly I heard my own name, awoke, 
and again heard the words Baron Trenck ! My anſwer 

was, who calls ?—And who indeed was it—who but 


this ſtate— 


my honeſt grenadier Gefhardi—My former faithful 


friend in the citadel—The good. the kind fellow had 8 


got upon the rampart, that he might comfort me. 


How do you do ?” ſaid Gefhardt Welteviay ö fo 
in my blood,” anſwered I, © to-morrow you will find Pi 


me dead.“ Why ſhould you die ?” replied he. 
* It is much eaſier for you to eſcape here than from 
«the citadel, Here is no centinel, and I ſhall ſoon 
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% means to provide you with tools; if you can only 


e preak out, leave the reſt to me. As often as I am on 


** guard I will ſeek opportunity to ſpeak to you. In 
„ nthe whole Star-Fortt here are but two centinels; the 
** one at theentrance, and the other at the guard-houſe. 
fo not deſpair,God will ſuccour you; truſt to 
+ me.” The good man's kindneſs and diſcourſe reviv- 


ed my hopes: I ſaw the poſſibility of an eſcape. A ſe- 


cret joy diffuſed itſelf through my ſoul I immediately 
tore my ſhirt, bound up my wounds, and waited the 
approach of day ; and the ſun ſoon after ſhone through 
the window, to me, with unaccuſtomed brightneſs. 

Let the reader judge how far it was chance, how far 
the effect of divine Providence, that in this dreadful 
hour my heart again received hope. Who was it ſent 


the honeſt Gefhardt, at ſuch a moment, to my priſon ? 
For, had it not been for him, I had certainly, when I 


awoke from my flumbers, cut more effectually through 
my arteries. _ | | 


IJTa.ill noon 1 had time to conſider what might farther 
be done: Yet, what could be done, what expected, but 


that I ſhould now be much more cruelly treated, and 
even more inſupportably ironed than before; finding 


as they muſt, the doors cut through, and my fetters 
ſhaken off? 


After mature conſideration, I therefore made the 


| following reſolution, which ſucceeded happily, and 
even beyond my hopes. Before I procecd, however, 
I will ſpeak a few words concerning my then fitua- 
tion. It is impoſſible to deſcribe how much I was ex- 


hauſted, The priſon ſwam with blood, and certainly, 


= e little was left in my body. With painful wounds, 
4 

inielination to {leep almoſt irreſiſtible, and ſcarcely had 
| ſtrength to keep my legs, yet was I obliged to rouſe 
_ myſelf, that I might execute my plan. 


elled and torn hands, I there ſtood, ſhirtleſs, felt an 


With the bar that ſeparated my hands I looſened 
the bricks of my feat, which being newly. laid, was 


eaſily done, and heaped them up in the middle of m 
priſon, The inner door was quite open, and Wit 
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my chains I ſo barricadoed the upper half of the 


ſecond as to prevent any one climbing over it, When 
noon came, and the firſt of the doors was unlocked, 


1 all were aſtoniſhed to find the ſecond open. There 


] ood, a deſperate man, beſmeared with blood, the 
picture of horror, with a brick in one hand, and in 


no other my broken knife, crying, as they approach- 


ed, * Keep off, Mr. Major, keep off! Tell the 
% Governor I will live no longer in chains, and that 
here I ſtand, if ſo he pleaſes, to be ſhot ; for ſo only 
„will I be conquered. Here no man ſhall enter 
J will deſtroy all that approach; here are my wea- 
„ pons—here will I die in deſpite of tyranny.” The 
major was terrified, wantgd reſolution, and made his 
report to the governor, I, mean time, fat down on 
my bricks, to wait what might happen ; my lecret 


W intent, however, was not ſo deſperate as it appeared, 


I ſought only to obtain a favourable capitulation, 
The governor, General Borck, preſently came, at- 
tended by the tewn-major, and ſome ofticers, and en- 
tered the outward cell, but ſprung back the moment 
he beheld a figure like me, ſtanding with a brick and 
up-lifted arm, I repeated what I had told the major, 
and he immediately ordered fix grenadiers to force the 
door, The front cell was ſcarcely ſix feet broad, ſo 
that no more than two at a time could attack my in- 
trenchment, and when they ſaw my threatening bricks 
ready to deſcend, they leaped, terrified, back. A ſhort 
pauſe enſued, and the old town-major, with the chap- 
lain, advanced toward the door to ſooth me; the con- 
verſation continued ſome time; whole reaſons were 


molt ſatisfactory, and whoſe cauſe was the moſt juſt, 
I leave to the reader. The governor grew angry, and. 
ordered a freſh attack. The firſt grenadier was knock= 


ed down, and the reſt ran back to avoid my miſſiles. 
The town-major again began a parley. * For God's. 
* ſake, my dear Trenck,” ſaid he, in what have I 
© injured you, that you endeavour to effect my ruin 2 
I muſt anſwer. for your having, through my negli- 
** gence, concealed a knife, Be perſuaded, I intreat 
V Vu, 


Ty uE L I F E of : 


«you, Be appeaſed. You are not without hope, nor 
* without friends,” — My anſwer was—* But will you 
& not load me with heavier irons than before?“ 
He went out, ſpoke with the governor, and gave me 
his word of honour that the affair ſhould be no farther 
noticed, and that every thing ſhould be exactly rein- 
ſtated as formerly. | 5 
Here ended the capitulation, and my wretched cita. 
del was taken. The condition I was in was viewed 


with pity; my wounds were examined, a ſurgeon ſent 


to dreſs them, another ſhirt was given me, and the 
bricks, clotted with blood, removed. I, mean time, 
lay half dead on my matraſs ; my thirſt was exceſſive, 
the ſurgeon ordered me {ome wine; two centinels 
were ſtationed in the front cell, and I was thus left, 
four days in peace, unironed, Broth, alſo, was given 
me daily, and how delicious this was to taſte, how 
much it revived and ſtrengthened me, is wholly im- 
poſſible to deſcribe. Two days I lay in a flumbering 
kind of trance, forced by unquenchable thirſt, to drink 
whenever I awoke. My feet and hands were ſwelled ; 
the pains in my back and limbs, were exceſſive. 

On the fifth day, the doors were ready ; the inner 
was entirely plated with iron, and I was fettered as be- 
fore ; perhaps, they found further cruelty unnecetlary, 
The principal chain, however, which faſtened me to 
the wall, like that I had hefore broken, was thicker 
than the firſt, Except this, the capitulation was ſtrictly 
kept, They deeply regretted that, without the King's 
expreſs commands, they could not lighten my afflictions, 
wiſhed me fortitude and patience, and barred up my 
ß TE TE 
It is neceſſary I ſhould here deſcribe my dreſs. My 
hands being fixed and kept aſunder, by an iron bar, 


and my feet chained to the wall, I could neiffer put 


on ſhirt or ſtockings in the uſual mode; the ſhirt was 
therefore tied, as repreſented in the plate, and changed 
once a fortnight ; the coarſe ammunition ſtockings 
were buttoned on the ſides ; a blue garment, of fold- 
ier's cloth, was likewiſe tied round me, and I had a 
<4 —— —__ 
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pair of llippers for my feet. The ſhirt was of the 


army linen; and when I contemplated myſelf in this 
dreſs of a malefactor, chained thus to the wall, in ſuch 
a dungeon, vainly imploring mercy or juſtice, my con- 


| ſcience void of reproach; my heart of guilt ; when I 


reflected on my former ſplendor in Berlin and Moſ- 
cow, and compared it with this ſad, this dreadful re- 
verſe of deſtiny, I was ſunk into grief, or rouſed to 


indignation, that might have hurried the greateſt 
hero, or philoſopher, to madneſs or deſpair. I felt 
"what can only be imagined by him who has ſuffered 


like me, after having like me flouriſhed, if ſuch can 
be found. FFF 
Pride, the juſtneſs of my cauſe, the unbounded con- 
fidence I had in my own reſelution, and the labours 
of an inventive head and iron body, theſe only could 
have preſerved my life. Theſe bodily labours, theſe 


continued inventions, and projected plans, to obtain 


my freedom, preſerved my health. Who would ſup- 
poſe that a man, fettered as I was, could find means of 
exerciſing himſelf ? By ſwinging my arms, acting 
with the upper part of my body, and leaping upward, 

I frequently put myſelf in a ſtrong perſpiration.— 
After thus wearying myſelf, I flept ſoundly, and often 


thought how many generals, obliged to ſupport all the 


inclemencies of weather, and all the dangers of the 
held ; how many of thoſe who had plunged me into 
this den of miſery, would have been moſt glad, could 
they, like me, have flept with a quiet conſcience, 
Often did Lreflect how much happier I was than 


thoſe tortured on the hed of ſickneſs, by gout, ſtone, 


and other diſeaſes, terrible to man, How much hap- 
pier was I in innocence, than the malefattor doomed 
to ſuffer the pangs of death, the ignominy of men, 
and the horrors of eternal guilt! _ : | 

In the following part of my hiſtory it will appear 
I often had much money concealed under the ground, 
and in the walls of my den, yet would I have given 
a hundred ducats for a morſel of bread, it could not 
have been procured, Money was to me uſeleſs. » 

| „ | this 
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this I reſembled the miſer, who hoards, yet lives in 


wretchedneſs, having no joy in gentle acts of beneyo- 
lence, As proudly might I delight myſelf with my 
hidden treaſure, as ſuch miſers, nay more, for I was 
fecure from robbers. _ | e 


Had faſtidious pomp been my pleaſure, I might 


have imagined myſelf fome old field-marſhal bed-rid- 
den, who hears two grenadier centinels at his door 
call, © Who goes there?“ My honour, indeed, was 


ſtill greater, for, during my laſt year's impriſonment, 


my door was guarded by no lefs than four. My 
vanity alſo might have flattered itſelf, I hence might 
eonclude how high was the value ſet upon my head, 
ſince all this trouble was taken to hold me in ſecurity, 
Certain it is, that in my chains, I thought more ra- 
tionally, more nobly, reaſoned more philoſophically 


on man, his nature, his real, his imaginary Wants ; 
the effects of his ambition, his paſſions, and ſaw more 


diſtinctly his dream of earthly good, than thoſe who 


had impriſoned me, or thoſe who guarded. I was 


void of the fears that haunt the paraſite, who ſervilely 


wears the fetters of a court, and daily trembles for the 


loſs of what vice and cunning: have acquired. Thoſe 


who have uſurped my Sclavonian eſtates, and feaſted 


| ſumptuouſly from the ſervice of plate J had been rob- 


bed of, never eat their dainties with ſo ſweet an appe- 


tite as I my ammunition bread, nor did their high- 

flavoured wines flow ſo limpid as my cold water. 
Thus the man, who thinks, being pure of heart, 
will find confolation when under the moſt dreadful 
of calamities, convinced, as he muſt he, that thoſe 
apparently moſt happy, are frequently leaſt, inſenſible 
as they are of the pleaſure they might enjoy. Evil 
Bever is ſd great as it appears. ; 

„Sweet are the uſes of adverſity, 1 

* Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, 

«© Wears yet a precious jewel in its head.“ 

= f As you like it.“ 
Wk 
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» 
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| by himfelf. 


* The Baron has quoted a poem written and . 
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Happy-he, who, like me, having ſuffered, can be- 
come an example to his ſuffering brethren. , 

YOUTH, proſperous, and imagining proſperity 
eternal, read my hiſtory aitentively, though I ſhould 
be in my grave! Read feeling] y, and bleſs my ſleeping 
duſt, if it has taught thee wiſdom or fortitude 1 
FAT HER, reading this, ſay to thy children, I, like 
them, in blooming youth, little propheſied of 8 


tune, which after fell thus heavy on me, and by which 


I am even ſtill perſecuted ! Say that I had virtue, 
ambition, was educated in noble principles ; that I 
laboured with all the zeal of enthuliaſtic youth to 


become wiſer, better, greater than other men; that I 
was guilty of no crimes, was the friend of men, was 


no deceiver of man or woman; that I fr{t ferved my 


own country faithfully, and after every other in which 


I found bread ; that I was never, during life, once 
intoxicated ; was no gameſter, no night rambler, no 


contemptible idler ; that yet, through envy and arbt- 
trary power, I have fallen to miſery, ſuch as none but 
the worſt of criminals ought to feel. | 


BROTHER, fly thoſe countries where the lawgiver 
knows himſelf no law, where truth and virtue arg 


puniſhed as crimes ; and, if fly you cannot, be it your | 


endeavour to remain unknown, unnoticed, in ſuch 
countries ; ſeek not favour or honourable employ, 
elſe you will hecome, when your merits are known, as 
I have been, the victim of flander and treachery ; the 
beheſts of power will perſecute you, and innocence 


will not {ſhield you from the ſhafts of wicked men 
who are envious, or who with to obtain the favour of 


princes, though by the worſt of means, 85 
SIRE, imagine not thou readeſt a romance; my 


head is grey, like thine. Read, yet deſpiſe not the : 


world, though it has treated me thus unthank fully. 


Good men have I alſo found, who have e 


me 


© Im nebel lb leckt noch ein preils 
Menn man ihn nur zu finden weils. 


ear, Juftifies a quotation ſo itt | 
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me in misfortune, and there, where leaſt I had claim, 
have I*found them moſt, May my book aſſiſt thee in 
noble thoughts; mayſt thou die as tranquilly as I 


ſhall render up my ſoul to appear before the Judge of 


me and my perſecutors. Be death but thought a tran- 


ſition from motion to reſt, Few are the delights of 


this world, for him, who, like me, has learned to know 


it. Murmur not, deſpair not of Providence, Me, 


through ſtorms, it has brought to haven ; through ma- 
ny griefs, to ſelf Knowledge; and, through priſons, to 
philoſophy. He only can tranquilly deſcend to anni- 
hilation, who finds reaſon not to repent he has once 


exiſted. My rudder broke not amid the rocks and 
. quickſands, but my bark was wrecked upon the ſtrand 


of knowledge. Yet even on theſe clear ſhores, are 
impenetrable clouds. I have ſeen more diſtincti 
than it is ſuppoſed men ought to ſee. Age will de- 
cay the faculties, and mental, like bodily fight, mult 


then decreaſe. I even grew weary of ſcience, and en- 


vied the blind-born, or thoſe who,. till death, have 


been wilfully hood winked; How often have I been 
_ aſked, © What didſt thou ſee? And, when Ianſwered 


with ſincerity and truth, how often have I been derid- 


ed as a liar, and been perſecuted, by thoſe who de- 
_ termined not to ſee themſelves, as an innovator, ſin- 


ular and raſh ! „„ r 
Sire, I farther ſay to thee, teach thy deſcendants to 


ſeek the golden mean, and ſay with Gellert“ The 
boy Fritz needs nothing: His ſtupidity will inſure | 


© his ſucceſs.*”—Examine our wealthy and titled lords 
what their abilities are, and what their honours, then 


inquire how they were attained, and, if thou canſt, 


diſcover in what true happineſs conſiſts, 
Once more to my priſon. The failure of my eſcape, 


and the recovery of life, from this ſtate of deſpair, led 


me to moralize deeper than I had ever, done before; 
and, in this depth of thought, I found unexpected 
conſolation and fortitude, and a firm perſuaſion I yet 


 Zhould accompliſh my deliverance, 


Gefhardt, my honeſt grenadier, had infuſed freſh 


hope, and my mind now buſily began to meditate new 
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tat 1 ach be ore narrowly watched, and the 


. 


this duty, who, 28 1.ſhall: horeafter ſhew, were more 
eaſy to perſuade;in aiding my Aight, than foreign fugi- 
tives. Ihe, Pomerantn ill liften, and is hy nature 


kind, therefore way Kultig. he, moved, ani induced io 


ſuccour diſtreſs. 


I began to- be ire adgaſtotned+o; my irons, which = 
I had before found o inupportable; 1 could comb 


4 
* 
„ 


out my dong hair, aud Saut fie it a6 delt with gne 


* 4 


an; at Hrlt, Was con- 


ps,; Hit Rh, alig, 
cyſtom conquered, and 4 per ormed this gperation In 


I could compoſe ſpeeches, fables, odes, ſatires, all 
which I repeated aloud, and had fo ſtored my memory 
with them that I wjas<pabled, after I bad ohtained my 


freedom, to commit: to writing two volumes of | theſe 


ny priſon; labours. . Aecuſtomed to this exerciſe, 


days, that would:otherways. have been days of miſery, 


appeared but as a moment. The following narrative 
will ſhew how much eſteem, how many friends theſe 
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Wan ſtates were #ppointed to 


- 


Fs 8 


TT * 3 0 4 N Ig * 
: 4 ©. 6 Der e 
2 * 


- n 
k q ge 
Ce . 
* 
= 
= 
. * — — 


— 
= 


* . 
> * 
b 4 nd I 92 ” Js 6 4 E 
4 - - 0 * . 10 : * - * a 8 1 4 1 4 3 — N 8 "7 
> . — 2 11 ow n . — . A r Nen ” SS 8 . Sy 82 
. _ £m of — -- 2 75 ** 4 — 1 r 1 . 8 Vs "> —— 2 er oy — - 
« — 2 a. * >4 — © Y —_ <PY 2 — 4 L * 2 =_— = al . - = VP <7 3 ng 1 — py C 1 ö f > 5 5 
5 4 . 2 ** — — - - n 0 8 "= 2 bs b has = 4 1 5 1 - 5 IF 
=s Gs * . 1 * ty 7 2 = —_— — . J 2. p *, - 4 5 — 5 4 7 5 IT \ * 
8 "Ig * n 5 % = Cat RS „ e ſy ES 7 . 4 : - 2 2 6% ISS An. E 1 = ihe 2 
8 + 7 * 2 — % 4 IE EEE > © Luo of "7 4 8 7 5 b 4 Y * - ow — C 4 . . , 8 1 122 — _ 
- = = 4 22 W CO 2 * x > 4 I : os —_ "I xa tra ws * . * * 
. = 7 — 1 . 8 O = 4 WT + P „ * tio MN » 55 La "Y 2 2 
l * — — p — 1 — = — * 22 +3 = p $5, » * > "ot x Tt WS, TEAS kh 1 _— I. SY Fae? Ws a? = \ mY 


- LY 
— s 


E 


Ja whe) b. x ip F br” iy 


cop bog ons pidchies's me; even in my dun goon, inſo- 
much that I obtained li, ght, "paper; and fam" free. 
dom itſelf, For theſe Fave I to thank the induſtrious 
acqulrèments of my. outh, therefore do 1 counſel all: 
EY, readers ſo to employ : their time. Riches, honours, 
the favours f fortune, he Ber ſhowered by 'monarehs 
upon the Bon worthleſs ut monharchs 4 n give and 
take, ſay and unſay, raiſe Jay ull downg: "Monarchs, 
however, can nels 76 wiſdom nor virtyes 7 adi. 
trary power itſelf, 12 ard before theſe, 1 is foiled. 
How wiſely las Proyidęetice ordained that the en- 
Jowments of ality, learning and ſcience,'g given by 
ourſelves, cannot” be' el from us; while, on the 
contrary, What 'oths bello Weis a fantaſtical dream, 
from which any acci ent may awaken us. The wrath 
of Frederic could deſtroy legions,” and defeat armies ; 
but it could not take from me the ſenſe of honour, of 
innocence, and their ſweet | concomitant,” peace of 
mind ; could not deprive me of fortitude and magna- 
nimity: 1 defied his power, reſted on the juſtice'of 
my cauſe, found in wylelf expedients wherewith'to 
oppoſe him, was af length crowned with conqueſt, and 
camè forth to che world, the martyy of Juffering bir. 
tue. © P96 


Some of my oppreſſors now. rot _ „ 


Lraves. Others, alas! in V. jenn i, remain immurad in 
houſes of correction, as Krügel arid Zetto, or beg 


their bread, like Gravenitz and Doo. Nor exe the 


wealthy. polfeſſors of my eſtates more ſortunate, but 
look down with ſhame whenever I and my children 
appear. We ftand cr eſteemed, and honoured, 
while their injuſtice is manifeſt to the whole world. 
"Young man, be induſtrious, for, without induſtry, 
can none of the treaſures I have deſcribed be purchaſ- 
cl. Thy labour will reward Itſelf; then! When al- 
ſaulted by misfortune; or even miſery; Learn: f me, 


and ſmile; ar, 3 thou efcape oe trials, fill: 
labour to acquire widen; that i in < ony Fs he wy: | 


£1 find content and happineſs, 1 29 | The 
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The years in my dungeott paſſed away as days, » thoſ# 


moment excepted, when, thinking onthe greut world, ; 


and the deeds of grtat men myambitipn Was rouſed: 
Except When comtemplating the wileneſs ef my chains; 
and the wretchedneſs of my ſituation, I laboured for 
liberty, and found my labours endleſs anch ine ffectual; 
except while I remembered the triumph of my ene. 
mies, and the ſplendor in which thoſe; by whom I had 


been plundere lived. Then indeed did I experience 
intervals that approached madneſs, defpair and hor- 
ror: Beholding myſelf deſtitute of friend or protector, 


the Empreſs herſelf, for whoſe ſake I ſuffered; deſerts 
ing me; reflecting on paſt times ani pail. proſperity ; 


remembering how the good and virtuous; from the 


cruel nature of my puniſhment, muſt be ob! 7 to 
conclude: me a etch and a villain; ard that albmeans 


of juſtification rere cut off; oh, God !+How: did my 
heart beat! With what violence! What would I not 
have undertaken, in theſe fuffering moments, tor have 
put my enemies to ſhame | Vengeance and rage then 
roſe rebellious againſt patience; long ſuffering philo- 
fophy vaniſhed, and the poifoned cup of Soerates 
would have been the nectar of the Gods. 


Man, deprived of hope, is man deſtroyed. I found 
but little probability in all my-plans and projects, yet 
did I truſt that ſome of them fhould ſucceed, yet did 
I confide in them and my honeſt Gefhardt, and that 1 


thould ſtill free myſelf from my chains 
The greateſt of all my incitements to patient endur- 
ance was love. I had left behind me, in Vienna, a 
lady, for whom the world fill was dear to me her 
would I neither deſert nor afflict. To her and my if. 
ter was my exiſtence ſtill neceſſary. Fer theit fakes, 
who had loſt and ſuffered ſo much for mine; Would 


preſerve my life; for them no di fficulixʒ no ſuffering, 


was too great; yet them, alas !-when long · deſired lib- 


erty was. reſtored 
Joy, for which I had 
be taſtedy/ “ 


md both in their graves. The 
orne ſo much Vas no more to 
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About three: weeks after my attempt to efcape, the 
geod Gefhardt firſt came- to ſtand centineh-over me; 
and the centinel they lrad fo earcfully ſet was, indeed, 
the only hope I could have of efcape; for help muſt 
be had from without, or this was impoſſible: 
. The effort I had made had eteited too much ſurpriſe 
and alarm for me to paſs without ſtrift examination, 
fince, on the ninth day after E was:confined, 1: had; in 
eighteen fouts fo: fart broken through à pxiſom built 
purpofoly for myſelf.i by: a embination of fb- many 
projettors, and with ſfueh extreme precaution, which 
priſon had untverfally been declared impenetrable. 
SCefhardt ſbarbely had taken his poſt before we had 
free opportunity of converſing: together; for, when 
Eſtoog: with one foot on my bedſtead, I gould reach 
the app e, through vrhiqh light Was admitted. 
Getharckt defcribec che ſttuatien of my dimgeon 
and our firſt plan / vias to break throitgh the founda. 
tioti which he had ſcen laid, and whicfr he aſſirmed 
tobe ant fest dee ß. 
_ was relieved during his guard, and returned; bringing 
withhim a ffeet of paper rolltdon a wire, which he 
puffed throaglhti my grating 3: after which à piece of 
ſmalk warm candle; ſome burning amade (a kind of 


» 


timder)- a mateh and'aipen; now had light; ptick | 


| ediniy knger, and wrote, with my blood, to- my faith 
ful friend, Captain Ruekhardt; at Vienna, deſeribed 
my ſituation im azfew- words, fent him an acquittatice 
for three thouſand: florins an my revenues, and re- 
ue ſtei he would: diſpoſe of a thouſand florims to de · 
Fay th&expeniſesiof his journey to Gummerh, only 


twarmilestfrem Magdeburg: Here he was  pohitively , 


to hœ on · the v5th of Auguſt. : About: noon: on this 
ſame day, che-was to walk with ar letter imchis: hand; 
a man Na there to meet him, ſmak ing a roli of tobac · 
co, to Nhe muff mt thaythwo:thoufand-florins, 
ahcb feturmite Vienn«nk I I Te 

L returned: the Written paper to. Gefhardb by the 
fab" means it had. been. received, gave him 1 - 


oo ts. toons 


W mo mr, A bread 


ſtructions, and he ſent his wife with it to Gummern, 
by whom it was ſafely put in the poſt. 
4 My hopes daily roſe, and as often as Gefhardt 
The 15th of Auguſt came, but it was fome days hefore 
Gefhardt was again on guard; and oh! how did my 
heart palpitate When he came and exclaimed, Aft 
is right! we have ſucceeded.” He returned in the 
evening, and we began to conſidet by what means he 


— Ye”. ww” IF 


hands chained to an iron bar, reach tothe apertute 
of the window that admitted air; beſides that it was 
too ſmall.” It was. thetefore "agreed, that” Gefhardt 
© ſhould, on the next guard, perform the vffice of cleats. 
ing my dungeon, and ant he thez 
money to me in the water jug. 
This, luckily, was done. . How great was my aſton- 
iſhment when, inſtead of one, I found two thonfand 
florins ! Fof I had permitted him to reſerve half'ts 
himſelf,” as a reward for his fidelity. x 8 however, 


* 


— . coanD” 
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had kept but five piſtotes, which he perfifted was 


enough. 5 % E „ * 0 ry Ty 1 . 
cfhardt.? This was the act of a Pomera- 


4 
5 * 


Worthy. Geft 
nian grenadier } How rare are ſuch examples ! Be thy 
name and mine ever united. Live thou while the 
memory of ma ſhall live. Never did my acquaintance 
with the great bring to my knowledge a foul fo.noble, 
FEM 6 3-1! „ I 


1 * 
» 


{o dilintereſted e $5 55S | 

It is true J afterwards prevailed on him to accept the 
whole thoufand ; but we ſhall wen ſee he never hack 
them, and that his fooliſh wife, three years after, ſuf- 
fered by their means; however, ſhe ſuffered alone, 
for he foon marched to the field, and therefore was 


unpuniſhed, _ 


. 
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Having money to carry on my, deſigns, E began to 
put my plan of burrowing under thc 70 

execution. The firſt thing neceſſary was to free my- 
telf from my fetters. To accompliſh this Gefhardt 


— 
ws 
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thele, this labour, though great, was cllefted, © 
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mounted guard, fo often did we continue out projects. 
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could convey the money to me, I could not; with'imy 


that he then ould convey the 


undation into 


ſupplied me with two ſmall files, and, by the aid of. 


” 85 R 2 « | 5 The 


mz I I. FE on 


* 


bee it ok e, 
i away; the ee Veouls fl 
he- whole inſide iron, 

q 


5 K 


driver ot one of the foot · long fopring nails, by which 
L could take cut the ſtrews/at pleaſure, f- that at. the 


gear. The 


is fracture. 1 


Fr mer no one, not in the ſecret, would have diſcovefed. 
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Ihe window-was never:iitigþhy examined! I.there-- 
fore drew.the two ſtagles by which the iron bars were 
| fixed to. the wall and which: E daily replaced, care · 
fully plaiſtering them over. I. proęured wire ftom- 

Gef hardt, and tried how well Eeauld.imitate the in- 

: ner grating 2 Finding J fuccceded tolcrabty, 1 cut che. 

| real ;grating- totally away and fubſtituted an art! ficials 
one af my own fahricating; by whictr I obtained a free 
communication With the outhde, additional. freſh; air. 
together: with alb neceffary implements, tinder and; 
candles. That the light might nat be ſeen, Ihung the 
covertitt.of the bed before my indO, ſo chat I could. 

work andre, IRE 5 

_ Every. thing prapaxed, I. went to-worki. Phe floor 
of my dungeon was not of ſtone, but oak planks, 

hire inches thick; tlree beds. of which were laid 


Eo Ee 


22.0 


bas 0. ©. 
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* * 


worked rou round” the hea 
kole at; the'ead of the bay, br 25 


Saw away à eee 'of boart whit ab infefte 


correſponding ; wi 
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eröſſwiſe, ant were” faſtened tw cir othes* bereits 
Balk an inſet iti 1 3 161 el 
t 


re oy 
draw it out, and” this Half F neck u * 
MTA 55 L 
"Laos cu throuz *the boar@'r thr Weh. 
width, that 1 might work dowhward: and Havi 2 
t 


inches:under” 1e Wall, Teüt 'this 6 ab exaQty to fit: 4 
The . fmall crevice. it occafiones©fift ftoppet' wh with. 
Bread, and ſt rewedt over With duft, fs 122 

ſulpieibus appesraneg. My "labour? d 3 Was 
continued: Sieh Tefs pre recalitron, and. Kad ent 


8 


ed through my ninerineh plinks: Under tem F- 


came to a Hine white fand, on which the Star- Fort was 
built. My: chip 8 T carbfiilly* distributed beneatk the 
boards. If 1 Barf nt hetp' Fot w ithour, 1 could pro 
ceed no further, for to dig Were ufeleſs, Arles Tebuld 
rid mybelf of my rubbillf,” Geffatdr füpplied me 
with me ells of cloth, of whick 1 made long narrow 
bags, ſtuſfed chein wit earth and paſfèd them He- 
tween theirou. bars, to Gefhardt, who; as often as he 
was on 2 J Feattered or. : conveyed away their: cor. 
tents. | TOW 
Furie With robm to ſecrete wem wer the 
floor, obtained more inſtruments, 3 with' * 
pair of piſtols, powder, ball} and-a b poriet, 
I now. difcovered that: the founlanith of m) priſon, 


inſtead of two, was ſunk four feet deep. Time, la- 


bour, and patience, were all'neceffary* ts. break out; 
unheard, and-undifcevered ; but: few. things: Are ifs... 
poſſible, Where reſtlution is not wantin 
The hole I made Was obliged: to be Fut leer K. 
ich the foundation and wide endu 0 

to knee and ſtop 1 in the laying. down on the foot: 
tv work, the continual: ſtsoping to throw out. the 
earth, the narrow fpace.inghich alkmu&be perfortn- 5 


ed, theſe made the labour incredible; and, after this. 
Jail # labour, all. * Kere to be. replaced, * e 


— 


—. "xx > = ua a 88 - 
4 . a a - 
2 — — — 20S - 
A A II eo n_ Og 7 I 27 
+ oa '- : 
wt "9" i 5 
"2" £ 


— — 
© — ASIF ww 


1 
} 


© 
A 
* 

7 


— 


dreſſed, which inc real ed 
Was not. digging, . I wrote 3 4•5 a Urls” : Thus 
time was employed, and 1 contented, even. in priſon. 


Was again relieved; I had therefore. 1 


* 


"ey ö * 1gþ 50 "_ i 


I e wer 1 1 n 70 9 to me 
BY 8 5 fear ul of being ng 


4 Jade ed to dare to. ſeek n iſtance. 


Bein without A ſtove, N e this: winter | 


| from c Id, Ih, my heart as, cheerful, as I ſaw the 
r 


probabil ity of eedom.; and all were aſtoniſhed to 
find me in 1 79 ſpirits... 105 
Gefhardt. alſo, dap me muerte of, proviſions | 


chielly. conſiſt ing. of de * 45 0 F 85 ay 
ren and when 


Lulled into ſecurity, an. accident happened, that 
will appear almoſt incredible, and PY which Moy 
hope was nearly. fruſtrated, 

Gef hardt had peen working With me, and Was re- 
lieved in the morning, As I was replacing the win- 
dow, Which I was o liged to remove on theſe occa- 


: fions, i it fell out of my hand, andthree of the glaſs panes 


were broken. GCefhardt was not to rethza till guard 
50] ortunity 


of ſpeaking with him, or concerting an mode of re- 


A Pat 1 remained nearly an hour conjeQuring and 


elitating, for certainly had the broken window been 


ſeen, as it was impoſlible I ſhould reach it when fet- 


tered, I ſhould immediately have been more rigidly 


examined, and * falſe grating muſt have been dil 


covered, 

1 therefore came "4 a reſolution, and fp ke tothe 
centinel, who was amuſing himſelf with whiſtling, 
thus: © My good fellow, have pity, not upon mc, 
<« but upon your comrades, Who, thould you refuſe, 
& will certainly be executed; I will theo w. you thir- 
«ty piſtoles through the. window, if. you wil do me 2 


4 {mall favour.” He rema acd ſome moments ſilent, 


: "__ at. 1 anſuered, i in 2 low voice, 60 Bees ! have 


vou 


* 


6 


ſtated, my glaziery perfo 


25 ſhut CY 23 Her 


ia com 
rades to-ſtandicentinel+f aj rr half. an hour, 


while he; mean time, ran inte cine tαã n, and: hrocur- 
ed the glaſs, on tho receipt of which inſtantly threw 
him out ten more piſteles. Before the hour of n noon 
and viſitation came, ev wy thing was once more reine 


life of my. worthy. Gefhardt preferved ! —Such. is the 
power af money in this. world + This, is a very re- 


markable incident, for I never fpoke: EE: o the 


man who did me this ſignal ſervice. © 


Gefhardt's alarm · ma eaſily be imagined : 85 Be bom: | 


days after, returned to his pot, and was the-1 more 


toniſhed-as he 'knew the centineb who had. done me 
this good office q that ho had iv children, and was. a 
man moſt to be depended om by lus: officors- of any 


one in the Whole grenadier co 


mpanv. 
I new continued my labour; and found it very pot | 


fible'to- break; out under the- foundation; but 4x 


hardt had been ee er eue gen late avoident, that he 


ftarted-a' thoufand difficutties; in 


proportion, as my 
end: was more nearly accomplli 


to-eſcape-in ſafety, and not bring both. hin 
_ Abels allot ks : Javighh, We came t 
the following:determination;-whiehs however, after 
* months inceffant re berge e Whole 
project abor tive 26.4 


I wrote: onee more to Ruck hagck; a Vienna 3 fone 


him à new aſſignment for money; and defired he 


would again vepaiy: to Guyhimetn; where · he ſhould 

Wait fix” ſeveral nights, with two ſpare honſes on the 

Ni of Lede atithe; time 9 * 5 
ing 


1 
wel 
KY 
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rmed to a miracle, andrthe 


7 and, at: the mo- 5 
ment when I wiſhed: to concert with him the means 


of 2 deren i rer to Rd addition- 
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beheld the Prince himſelf, about reſts 0! 
afternoon enter my riſon, with his attendants, pre- 
ſent my letter, and aſk, in an authoritative voice, who 
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Is 
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ping beit for flight. un ſix 
85 Cs Canoe have foand means, either in ro- 
ion, or BY'cxcHangitig the guard, tc have been with 
men Alas the. bercer hope of again beholding the 
fide of theſun; of once more ebramitn” my freedom, 
enduréd but three days: Providence thought proper 
otherwiſe to ordain. Gefhardt ſent his Wife to 
Gummern, with the letter, and this filly woman told 
the poſt-maſter her hufband had a lawfuit at Vienna, 


that, therefore; me begged he would take particular 
care of the lettev, for Which pergols wor bu ta ten | 


rix-doltars inté his hand: z 4.9940 eee 
This unexpected iberality raiſed the Yaſpiclotis 
of the Saxon poſt- maſter, who therefore opened the 
letter, read the contents, and in ſtead of ſending it to 
Vienna, or at leaſt to the general poſt maſter᷑ at Drel- 
den, he preferred the traſterous act of taking it him- 


ſelf to the governor of Magdeburg, who then, as at 


Prelent; was Prince Ferdinand of 3 t 
What were my terrors; what my Ueſpeir, "when 


had carried it to Cummern My anſwer was, I 


knew not. Strict fearch was immediatel made, by 


Imiths, carpenters, and maſons; andafter half an hour's 
examination, they diſcoveted: neither my hole, nor 
the manner in which 1 difencumbered myſelf of my 
chains: They only ſaw that the middle grating, in 


the aperture where the light was admitted, had been 


removed. This was boarded up the next day, end 


ohly a ſmall air hole left; of about ſix inches diameter; 
The Frince began to threaten ; I perſiſted I had 
never ſeen the centinel, who had rendered me thisler- 
vice, nor aſked his name. Seeing his attempts all in- 
effectual, the governor, in a milder tone, aid, 


« have ever complained, Baron Trenck, of not hav- 
„ing hitherto been legally ſentenced, or heard in your 
% n defence I give you my word of honour, this 


9 ſhall be, Noe that you ſhall! be * 
5 „% from 


clock in the 


56/You 
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. eiwho 
alli the 


from your! fettersf if yu Will orlyNee 2 
« took your letter.“ Jo this 1 replied with: 


« fortitude” of ifificeerice—22i4 Every: botly. knows; | 


my Lord, I have never deſerved the theatment E 
« have met within? my country. My tart $1104 
« reproachablebs I ſeek to recover my liberty: by 


«© every” means in my power; but werk I capable 
©« of betraying the man whoſe compaſſion has induced 


enim to fuccour my diſtreſs: were bthe:coward that 
* ſhould indeed deſerve to wear theſe chains with 
5 which-I am loaded. For myſelf, do with me what 
you pleaſe; yet remember I am not Wholly deſti- 
* tate; Lam ſtill a captain in the Imperial ſervice, 


could purchaſe happineſs at his pion 4 then 


* and a deſcendant of the houſe of Trenck:“ 5% N 


Prince Ferdinand ſtood, for a moment, unable to anſ- 
wer, then renewed his threats, and left my dungeon. 
I have been! ſince told that, when he was out of hear - 
ing, he ſaid toi thoſe around him, *:I pity this! hard- 
fate, and cannot hut admire his ſtrengthof mind 

I muſt here remark that, hen we remember the: 
uſual circumſpection of this great man, we are oblig-⸗ 


ed to wonder at his imprudence in holding a conver- | 
ſation of ſuch᷑ a kind with me, which laſted a confid- 
erable time, in the preſence of the guard. The ſoldiers 
of the whole garriſon had afterward! the utmoſt confi- 
dence, as they were convinced I would not meanly 
devote others to deſtruttion that I might benefit my- 
ſelf. This was the way to gain me eſteem and inter- 
courſe among the men, eſpecially as the Duke had 
laid he kneœ I muſt have money concealed, for that 


J had diſtributed ſome: to the cent inellss 


Hie had ſcarcely been gone an hour before I heard 
a noiſe near my -priſon. Þ-hRened—What could it 
be? ITheardla talking, and learned a grenadier had 
hanged'himſelfto the paliſadbes of. my priſon ! 
Ihe officer of tlie guarti and the town- major, again 
entered my dungeon to fetch a lanthorn they had for- 
gotten, and the officer, at going out, told me in a whiſ- 
per, “One of your aſſociates has . | 


1 elf.“ 
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amp tol impart my e 3 
it- could;be only my 8 honeſt Gef - 
wandt. Afted many : gloomy »thayghts,: and lament- 
unhappy end of ſo worthy aefellow, 1 ba 
55 toinacotieft what the: Prince hed; iſed me, HI 
would Hiſrower my accomplice; I knocked. at, dhe 
97977 — tothe roſſiger 1 hee to the 
window, and aſked; what L. wanted ; I regueſtad he 
would inform the nor that, if he:would ſend me 
light, Page n e eee 


þ ( 
- en |: (edt 1 time Was \ 
granted; abe, door was . Irleft alone. I ſat t 

[4 

( 


A — © 


«a A kw £©A_ 


myletfdown; hegam to write: on my nighttable, gra 

was about to inſert the name of» Gefhardt, but m 

blood thrilled, .anddhrunk backsto:my heart. { Iſh: 

dered, roſe;rwent tothe:aperture: of the window, and 

called, Is there nomen who, in compaſſion, will 7 
WED methe wame of him who has hanged! himſelf, 

e that Emay deliver many others rom deſtruction!ꝰ 

The window vas not nailed — ther next day. I 
therefore wrapped five: piſtoles in paper threw them, 

out, called tothe centinel, - +. Friend, take 

a theſe, and ſave thy ene r go, betray; me, 

"* anal: bring down: innacent:blood:upon thy head!“ | 
- _ aper was taken up a pauſe of flenceenvued; 

0 fighs; and, . aid, ( 
2 Hie nan is Scütz, he to the · company of | 

Rips.“ Ichad never — rd chen e befdre, or X 
Ane man, but I- however, immedintely, wrote . 

- Sciitz; inſtead of C Having finiſhed the let- | 

ter, J called os Freon, ff ho — 

t aw ay, in barned the door o * N- 4 
goon. The Duke — faoatle d there muſt be | 

js | 


11 w et is -- > th. a. as. as. 


255 collufron, and every thing — x 1 the; ſame 
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learned, in the ſequel, the following <ircuraſtances, 
_ which will N als FEI ae e 
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ter fortune, and told me 
would take the field; 
This was dreadful news; my Whole. urs was de- ; 
| Rroped at a 3 | however, ſoon recovered _ 
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While I:was impriſoned i in the citadel, a edel 


came to the poſt under my window, curſed and blaf- 


hemed, exclaimed aloud “ Daw the Pruſſian ſer- 


b vice! If Trenck only knew my mind, he would not. 
© long continue in his mfernal hole!” Þ entered into 


diſcourſe with him, and he told me, if I could give 
him money to purchaſe a boat, in which he might 
croſs the Elbe, he would ſoon eee my et _ «9k 
and ſet me froe, ve . 

Money at that time 1 nad none; Gnas L gave Kina 
diamond. ſhirt buckle, woggh "bt hundred florins, 
which Thad Selen never heard more from 


this man; he ſpoke to me no more. He often ſtood 


centinel over me, which I knew by. his Weſtphalian 
dialect, and I as often addreſſed myſelf to him, but 1 in 
effectually, he would make no anſwer. 


This Schütz muſt have ſold my buckle, and let hls 


riches he ſeen; for, when the duke left me, the lieute- 


e the raſcal who carried Trenck's letter; you have, 


for ſome time paſt, ſpent much money, ankave have 


*ſeen you with louis-d'ors, How came you by*them. +: W 


Schütz was terrified, his conſeience- accuſed him, ke 


imagined I ſhould betray him, he having deceived me, 


the paliſadoes, ene! himſelf Aalen the door of my 


dungen 9; 


Ile, therefore, in the firſt agonies of deſpair, came to 


How wont fk] is * ha = Foe gy The | 


wicked man fell a ſacrifice to his crime, after having 
eſcaped a whole year, and the faithful, che benevo- 


lent-hearted Gefhardt was thereby. faved. es 
The centinels were now doubled, that. any inter- 


courle withhem might be rendered more difficult. - 


Gefhazdt:again ſtood guard, but he had ſcarcely op- 
portutzity, without dagger, to ſpeak a few words: He 
thanked me ſor having reſerved him, wiſhed me bet- 
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nant on guard ſaid to him You muſt certainly be 


19 


freſh hopes. The hole I had ſunken was not diſcov- 
ered : I had five hundred florins, candles, and imple- 
ments. 4 SOA IE . e 
The ſeven years war broke out about a week after, 
and the regiments took the field. Major Weyner 
came, for the laſt time, and committed me to the care 
of the new major of the militia, Bruckhauſen, who 
was one of the moſt ſurly and ſtupid of men. I ſhall 
often have occaſion to mention this man. 
All the majors and lieutenants of the guard, who 
had treated me with caygpaſlion and efteem, now de- 
parted; and I became awold priſoner in a new world, 
I acquired greater confidence, however, by remember- 
ing that both officers and men in the militia were 
much eaſier to gain over than in the regulars; the 
truth of which opinion was ſoon confirmed to me. 
Four heutenants were appointed, with their men, 
to mount guard at the Star-Fort in turn, and, before a 
year had paſſed, three of them were in my intereſt, 
The regiments had ſcarcely taken the field ere the 
new governor, : General Borck, entered my priſon 
Ake what he was, an imperious, cruel tyrant. The 


Ton L I F E or 


— 


King, in giving him the command, had informed him 


he muſt anſwer for my perſon with his head; he 
therefore had full power to treat me with Whatever 
ſeverity he pleaſed.” e 


Borck was a ſtupid man, of an unfeeling heart, the 


ſlave of deſpotic orders, and, as often as he thought it 


poſſible I might rid myſelf of my fetters, and eſcape, 
his heart palpitated with fear. In addition to this, 
eee e, me as the vileſt of men and traitors, ſee- 
ing his King had condemned me to impriſonment fo 
_ cruel, and his barbarity toward me was thus the effect 
of character, and meanneſs of ſoul. He entered my 
dungeon, not as an officer, to viſit a brother officer in 
miſery, but as an executioner to a felon. Smiths then 
made their appearance, and a monſtrous iron collar of a 
hand's ke > was put round my neck; and connect- 
ed with the chains of the feet by additional heavy 
links, as may be ſeen in the plate. My window was 
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walled up, except a ſmall air hole. He even at length 
took away my bed, gave me no ſtraw, and quitted me 


with a thouſand revilings on the Empreſs Queen, her 


whole army, and myſelf. In words however I was 


little in his debt, and he was enraged even to mad- 
n ue OF PRO LE S091 GPRLET 7 by. Oh 
What my ſituation was under this additional load 


of tyranny, and the command of a man ſo void of hu- 


man pity, the reader muſt imagine. My greateſt good 
fortune conſiſted in the ability I ſtill had to diſen- 


cumber myſelf.of all the irons that were connected 


with the ankle rims, and the proviſion I had of light, 


aper and implements; and though it was apparently 


impolſible I ſhould break out undiſcovered by both 
centinels, yet had I the remaining hope of gaining 
ſome officer by money, who as in Glatz, ſhould afliſt 


1 : 


Had the com 


mmapds of the King been literally obeys. 
ed, eſcape would. have been wholly impoſſible; for by 


F 


this all communication would have been cut totally off 


with the centinels. To this effect the four keys of 


the four doors Were each to be kept by different per- 


ſons; one with the governor, another with the town 
major, the third with the major of the day, and the 
fourth with the lieutenant of the guard. I never could 


of them ſingly. Theſe commands at firſt were rigidly 


obſerved, with this exception, that the governor made 


iris APP are EI every week. Magdeburg became 


lo full of prifoners that the town-major was obliged 


to deliver his key to the major of the day, and the 
governor's viſitations wholly ſubſided, the citadel be- 


ing an Engliſh mile and a half diſtant from the Star- 
Fort... 90 n 5 r POPE LF IOu | 


General Walrabe,* who had been a priſoner ever 


had 


— * Walrave (or Walrabe} had long been ſuſpedted of 
 fartualnty to Auſtria, he being a bigottes'. catholic. He 
was at length betrayed by. a. miſtreſs, for whoſe huſband 
!!! ˙ rv. obs EL EIS 1 oo 


have found opportunity to have ſpoken with any one 


ſince the year 1746, was alſo at the Star- Fort, but he 


S 
ISL —c 1 


4 

1 
1 
we 
"#4 

7 


3 


82 — 
n 


196 ne ö 


apartments, and three thouſand rix dollars a year. The 
major of the day and the officers of the guard dined 
with him daily, and generally ſtaid till evening. Ei- 
ther from compaſſion, or a concurrence of fortunate 
circumſtances, theſe gentlemen entruſted the keys to 
the licutenant on guard, by which, means I could 
Tpeak with each of them alone when they made their 
vilit, and they themſelves at length ſought theſe op- 
portunities. My conſequent undertakings I ſhall re- 
late with all brevity, that I may not fatigue the reader 
with all the arts and inventions of a wretched priſon- 
er endeavouring to eſcape, „ Hy OY 
Borck had ſeletted three majors and four lieuten- 
ants only for this ſervice, as thoſe he beſt could truſt,” 
My fituation was truly deplorable. The enormous 
iron round my neck pained me and prevented motion, 
and I durſt not attempt to diſengage myſelf from the 
zendant chains, till I had for ſome months carefully 
_ obſerved the mode of their examination, and which 
parts they ſuppoſed were perfectly ſecure. The cru- 
elty of depriving me of my bed was ſtill greater: 1 
was obliged to fit on the bare ground, and lean with 
my head againſt the damp wall. The chains that de- 
ſcended from the neck-collar were obliged to be ſap- | 
Ported firſt with one hand, and then with the other, 
for if thrown behind they would have ſtrangled me, 
and if hanging forward, occaſioned moſt exceſſive 
head achs, ' The har between my hangs held one 
down while leaning on my elbow ; I ſufMrted with 
the other my chains, and this ſo benumbed the mul- 
cles, and prevented circulation, that I could perceive . 
my arms ſenſibly waſte away, The little ſleep ag FOO a 
{for ſſe was married ) he had obtained the dignity of coun- 
fellor. Frederic, when he granted the title, told Waldrabe, 
it certainly became the miſtreſs of a general to have a coun- 
fellor for a huſband, He was ſuperintendant of the fortt- 
fications, and was confined, not according to Fiſcher, in 1740, 
but in 1748, in @'prifon himſelf had built at M agdeburg. 
See Fiſcher Geſchichte Fried, JJ. Chet 
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BARON TRENC EK. 1 
have in ſuch a ſituation may caſily be ſuppoſed, and at 
length body and mind ſunk under this accumulation 
of miſerable ſuffering, and J fell ill of a burning fever. 


Ihe tyrant Borck was inexorable ; he wiſhed to 


expedite my death, and rid himſelf of his troubles and 


his terrors. Here did I experience what was the la- 


mentable condition of a ſick priſoner, without hed, 


refreſhment, or aid from human being. Reaſon, ſor 


titude, heroiſm, all the noble qualities of the mind, 
decay when the corporal faculties are diſeaſed, and 
the remembrance of my ſufferings, at this dreadful 
moment, {till agitates, ſtill inflames my blood, fo as 
almolt to prevent an attempt to deſcribe what they 
it FFV 
Vetchepe had not totally forſaken me. Del'ver- 


ance ſeemed poſſible, eſpecially ſhould peace enſue ; 


and I ſuſtained, perhaps what mortal man never bore, 


except myſelf, being, as I was, provided with piſtols, 


or any ſuch immediate mode of diſpatch. 


I continued ill about two months, and was ſo re- 
duced at laſt, that I had ſcarcely ſtrength to lift the 


water jug to my mouth. What muſt the ſufferings of 


that man be who ſets two months on the bare ground 
in a dungeon ſo damp, ſo dark, ſo horrible, without 
bed or-ſtraw, his limbs loaded as mine were, with no 
refre{hment but dry ammunition bread, without ſo 


much as à drop of broth, without. phyſic, without 
1 nd, and who under all theſe afflictions, 
muſt truſt 


nene! 


Sickneſs itfelf is ſufficient to humble the mightieſt 
mind; what then is ficknefs, with ſuch addition of 
torment ? The burning fever, the violent head achs, 


my neck ſwelled and inflamed with the irons, earaged 
me almoſt to madneſs. The fever, and the fetters togeth- 
er fleed my body, ſo that it appeared like one continued 


wound. Enough! Enough! The malefactor extended 


living on the wheel to whom the cruel executioner re- 

fuſes the laſt ſtroke, the blow of death, muſt yet in ſome 

ſhort period expire: He ſuffers nothing I did not 
| 7 0 3. De Baan 
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then ſuffer, and theſe my excruciating pangs continu- 


ed two dreadful months. Yet can it be ſuppoſed ? 
There came a day! A day of horror, when theſe mor- 


tal pangs were beyond imagination incygaſed-! I fat 


ſcorched with this intolerable fever, in which nature 


and death were contending, ana when attempting to 


quench my burning entrails with cold water, the jug 
dropped from my feeble hands and broke! i had four 


and twenty hours to remain without water. So in- 
tolerable, ſo devouring was my thirſt, I could have 


drank human blood ! Ay, in my madneſs, had it been 


the blood of my father! * * * u % * 


Willingly would 1 have ſeized my piſtols, but 


ſtrength had forſaken me; I could not Res the place 


I was obliged to render ſo ſecure. 
My viſitors, next day, ſuppoſed me gone. at last 
J lay motionleſs, with my tongue out of my mouth. 
They poured water down my throat, and found life. 
Oh God! Oh Ged! How pure, how delicious, 


howexquiſite was this water! My inſatiable thirſt 


ſoon emptied the jug ; they filled it anew, bade me 


Farewel, hoped death would ſoon geliors my mortal 
ſufferings, and departed. 


The lamentable ſtate in which I lay, at length be 


came ſo much the ſubject of general converſation, that 


all the ladies of the town united with the officers, and 

prevaiſed on the tyrant Borck, to reſtore me my bed. 
Oh Nature, what are thy operatio ? From the 

day I drank water in ſuch excels I gat Med ſtrength, 


and to the aſtoniſhment of every one, ſoon recovered. 
I had moved the heart of the officer who inſpetted 


my priſon; and after fix months, ſix cruel months, of 
added miſery, the day of hope again began to dawn. 
One of the majors of the day entruſted his key to 


Lieutenant Sonntag, who came alone, ſpoke in confi- 
dence, and related his owr'fituation, complained of 
his debts, his poverty, his neceſſities; and I made 


him a preſent of twenty-five. lovisd'grs, for which 
he was ſo grateful that 0 our EN Feen Decana unſbak- 
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The three lieutenants all commiſerated me, and : 
would ſit hours with me when a certain major had 


the inſpection; and he himſelf, after a time would 
even paſs half the day with me. He too was poor, 


and I gave him a draft for three thouſand florins: 


Hence new projects took birth. Money became ne- 


ceſſary; I had diſperſed all I poſſeſſed, a hundred flo- 


rins excepted, among the officers. The eldeſt ſon f 


Captain K——, who officiated as major, had been 
caſhiered: His father complained to me of his diſtreſs, 


and I ſent him to my ſiſter, not far from Berlin, 


from whom he received a hundred ducats. He re- 
turned, and related her joy at hearing from me. He 
found her exceedingly ill, and ſhe informed me in a 


few lines, that my misfortunes and the treachery of 


Weingarten, had entailed poverty upon her, and an 
illneſs which had endured more than two years. She 


wiſhed me a happy deliverance from my chains, and 
in expectation of death, committed her children to my 


protection. She however grew better, and married a 


{ſecond time, Colonel Pape; but died in the year 1758. 
I ſhall forbear to relate her hiſtory ; it indeed does no 


honour to the aſhes of Frederic, and would but leſs 


memory of her oppreſſions and griefs. e 
K — n returned happy with the money: All 


diſpoſe my on heart to forgiveneſs, by reviving the 


things were concerted with the father. I wrote to 


the Counteſs Beſtuchef, alſo to the Grand Duke, af- 
terwards Peter III. recommended the young ſoldier, 
and entreated every poſſible ſuccour for myſelf. _ 

K——n departed through Hamburg for Peterſburg, 
where, in conſequence of my recommendation, he be- 
came a captain, and in a ſhort time, major. He took 
his meaſures ſo well, that I, by the intervention of his 


father and a Hamburgh merchant, received two thou- 
land rubles from the Counteſs, While the ſervice he 


rendered: me made his own fortune in Ruſſia! 
To old K 


tg 


IT 
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—, who was as poor as he was honeſt, 
1 gave thtee hundred ducats; and he till death, con- 
traued my grateful friend. I diſtributed nearly as much! 
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thing, but if they went, to go in ſafety, 
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to the other officers; and matters proceeded fo far 
that Lieutenant Glotin gave back the keys to the ma- 
jor without locking my priſon, himſelf paſſing halfthe 
night with me. Money was given to the guard to 
drink, and thus every thing ſucceeded to my wiſh, 
and the tyrant Borck was deceived. I had a ſupply 
of light; had books, newſpapers, and my days / paſſed 
ſwiftly away, I read, I wrote, 1 buſied myſelf fo 
thoroughly that I almoſt forgot I was a priſoner, — 
When, indeed, the ſurly dull blockhead, Major Bruck- 
desen, had the inſpettion, every thing mall be care- 
Fully ceinkated.. i Major Z- 
three, was alſo wholly 3 | He Was particularly at; 
| tached- to me, for I had promiſed to marry his daugh- 
ter, and mould I die in priſon, bequeathed him a leg- 
acy of ten thouſand florins, 

Lieutenant Sonntag got falſe handcuffs made for me, 


that were ſo wide I could eaſily draw my hands out; 


the lieutenants only examined my irons ; the new 


hand- cuffs were made perfectly ſimilar to the old, and 


1 1 * — 


Bruckhauſen had too moch ſtupidity to remark. any 
difference. 


The remainder of my chains I could. ase r 


myſelf of at pleaſure. When I exerciſed myſelf I 


held them in my hands, that the centinels might be 
deceived by their clanking. The neck- iron was the 
only one I durſt not remove; it was likewiſe too 
ſtrongly rivetted. I filed through the upper link of 
the pendent chain however, by which means I could 
take it off, and this I concealed with bread : in the 
manner. before mentioned. 

So could I.diſencumher myſelf of nels of my ſetters, 
and fleep at eaſe. TI again obtained ſauſages and cold 


meat, and thus my ſituation, bad as it ſtill Was, became 
leſs miſerable. Liberty ill, however, was moſt deſir- 


able: But alas ! not one of A* three lieutenants had the 


Pruffians, and flight therefore more dangerous. Per- 
ſuaſion was in vain, with men e e to riſæ no- 
Will ind mw 
: Wa 


the ſecond of the 


of a Schell: Saxony too was in the hands of the 
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was not Cain in Cloti RES) Sonntag; but the 


krit was a poltroon, and the latter a man of ſcruples, 


who likewiſe thought this ſtep men be the ruin of 


his brother in Berlin. 

The centinels were doubled, therefore. my Cſeaps 
through my hole, -which had been two years dug, 
could not, unperceived | by them, be effected; fill 
leſs could 'E in face of the guard, clamber the twelve 


feet high paliſadoes. The following labour, therefore, 95 


though Herculean, was undertaken. 


Lieutenant Sonntag, meafuring the interval Bet ; 
the hole I had dug and the entrance of the gallery in 
the principal rampart, found it to be thirty- ſeven feet. 


Into this it was poſſible I might, by mining; penetrate. 


The difficulty of the enterpriſe was leſſened by 


the nature of the ground, a fine white ſand, Could 


reach the gallery my freedom was certain. I 
had been informed how many ſteps to the right 


or left muſt be taken, to find the door that led 


to the ſecond rampart: And on the day when 1 


ſhould be ready for flight, the officer was ſecret- 


ly to leave this door open, I had light and min- 
ing tools, and I 'was further to rely” on HUN: and 
my Own diſcretion. 


1 began and continued this labour bout ſix ht | 
I have already noticed the difficulty of ſcraping out 
the earth with my hands. The noiſe of inſtruments _ 
would have been heard by the centinels; I had ſcarce- 


* — - 


ly mined beyond my dungeon wall before I diſcover- 


ed the foundation of the rampart was not more than a 


foot” deep, a capital error, certainly in ſo important a 


fortreſs. My labour became the lighter, as I could re- 
move the foundation ſtones of my dungeon, and was 


not obliged to mine ſo deep. ; 
My work at firſt proceeded ſo rapidly, that white 


I had room to throw back my fand, I was able in one 
night to gain three ſeet; but ere I proceeded ten feet 


1 diſcovered all my difficulties. Before I could con- 


tinue my work I was obliged to make room for my- 


iclf, by * 0 fan out of . hole * the 
floor 
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floor of the priſon, and this itſelf was an employment 
of ſome hours. The fand was obliged to be thrown 
out by the hand, and after it thus lay heaped in my 
riſon, muſt be again returned into the. hole, and. I 
13 calculated that, after I had proceeded twenty 
feet, I was obliged to creep under ground in my hole, 
from fifteen hundred to two thouſand fathoms, with- 
in twenty four hours, in the removal and replacing 
of the ſand. This labour ended, care was to be taken 
that in none of the crevices of the floor, there might 
be any appearance of this fine white fand. The floor- 
ing was next to be exactly replaced, and my, chains to 
be reſumed. So ſevere was the fatigue of one day in 
this mode, that I was always obliged to reſt the three 
following. | 12 „ 
10 1 my labour as much as poſſible, T was. 

_ conſtrained. to make the paſſage fo ſmall that my body 
only had ſpace to paſs, and I had not room to draw 
my arm back to my head. The work too muſt all be 

done naked, otherwiſe the dirtineſs of my ſhirt muſt 
have been remarked : The ſand was wet, water being 
found at the depth of four feet, where the ſtratum of . 

_ gravel began. At length the expedient of ſand bags 
occurred to me; by which it might be removed 
out and. in more expeditiouſly, I obtained linen 
{rom the officers, but net in eee Foe : ſuſ- 

picions would have been excited at obſerving . ſo. 

much linen brought: into the priſon, ; At laſt I took 
my ſheets and the ticking that incloſed my ſtraw, and 
cut them up for ſand bags, taking care to lie down on. 
my bed, as if ill, when Bruckhauſen paid his viſits.” 
The labour toward: the concluſion, became ſo intol- 
erable as to incite defpondency,, I frequently ſat con- 
templating the heaps of ſand, 1 momentary reſ- 
pite from work, and thinking it impoſſible I could 
have ſtrength or time again to replace all things as 
they were, reſolving patiently to wait the conſequenee, 
anq; leave every thing in its preſent diſorder. No, 1 
can, aſſure the reader, that to effect concealment, I have 
ſcarcely had time in twenty-four hours, to fit. * 
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and eat a morſel of bread.” Recollecting, however, | 
the prodigious efforts, and all the progreſs I had made, 
hope would again revive, and exhauſted ſtrength re- 


turn; again would I begin my labours, that I might 
preſerve my ſecret and my expectations; yet has it 
frequently happened that my viſitors have entered a 
few minutes after I had reinſtated every thing in its 


1 


place. : | 


When my work was within ſix or ſeven feet 
of being accompliſhed, a new misfortune happened 
that at once fruſtrated all further attempts. I Work- 
ed, as I have ſaid, under the foundation of the 
rampart near where the centinel ſtood. I could dif- 
encumber myſelf of my fetters, except my neck-collar, 


and its pendent chain. This as I worked, though it 


had been faſtened, got looſe, and tha clanking was 


heard by one of the centinels about fifteen feet from 
my dungeon. The officer was called, they laid their 


ears to the ground, and heard me as I went backward 
and forward to bring my earth bags. This was re- 


ported the next day, and the major, who was my beſt 


friend, with the town major and a ſmith and maſon, 


entered my priſon, I was terrified, The Lieutenant, 


by a ſign, gave me to underſtand I was diſcovered. An 
examination was begun, butthe officers would not ſec, 


and the ſmith and maſon found every thing, as they 


thought, ſafe. Had they examined my bed, they would 


have ſeen the ticking and ſheets were gone. 

The town- major was a dull man, was perſuaded the 
thing was impoſſible, and ſaid to the centinel “ block - 
head You have heard ſome mole under ground, 
and not Trenk. How indeed could it be, that he 


* ſhould work under ground at ſuch a diſtance: from 
his dungeon?“ Here the ſcrutiny enden. 
There was now notime fordelay. Had they altered 


their hour of coming, they muſt have found me at 


work; but this during ten years never happened, for 

the governor and town-major were ſtupid men, and 
the others wiſhing me all ſucceſs, were wilfully blind. 
In a few days I could have broken out, but when pre- 
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pared, wiſhed to wait for the viſitat ion day of the man 
v ho had treated me fo tyrannically, Brackhauſen, 
that his own negligenge might be evident, but this 
man, though he wanted underſtanding, did not want 
good fortune. He was ill for fome time, and his duty 
. devolved on K——, pd rare. u Ft 
lle recovered, and the viſitation being over, the 
doors were no ſooner barred than I began my ſup. 
- poſed, laſt labour. I had, only three feet farther to 
proceed, and it was no longer neceſſary I ſhould bring 
out the ſand, I having room enough to throw it be- 
hind me. What my anxiety. was, what my exertions 
were, may well be imagined, . My evil genius, how- 
ever, had decreed that the ſame centinel, who had 
heard me before ſhould be that day on guard, Tic 
as piqued by vanity to prove he was not the block- 
head he had been called: He therefore again laid his 
car to the ground, and again, heard me burrowing. 
He called his comrades firſt, next the major: He came 
and heard me likewiſe ; accordingly they went with— 
out the paliſadoes, and heard me working near the 
door, at which place I was to break into the gallery. 
This door they immediately opened, entered the gal- 
lery with lanthorns, and waited to catch the hunted 
fox When ungatth eg. 
Through the fir ſt ſmall breach I made, I perceived 
a light, and ſaw the heads of thoſe who were expecting 
me. This was indeed a thunder ſtroke! I crept back, 
made my way through the ſand ] had caſt behind me, 
and awaited my fate with ſhuddering ! I had ſtill the 
| preſence of mind to conceal my piſtols, candles, paper, 
and ſome money; under the floor which I 2000 re- 
move. The money was diſpoſed of in various holes, 
well concealed, alſo between the pannels of the doors; 
and under different cracks in the floor, I hid my ſmall 
files and knives, | VVV 75 2 


S carcely were theſe diſpoſed of before the doors 
reſounded; the floor was covered with ſand and 
ſand bags; my hand- cuffs, however and the ſeparat- 
ing bar, I had haſtily reſumed, that they might up: 

„„ | 9 5 | | | pole 


pleaſe, he wi 
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filly enough to credit, highly to my future advantage. 

No man was more buſy on this occaſion than the 
brutal and ſtupid Bruckhauſen, who put mary inter- 
rogatories, to which I made ng reply, except aſſuring. 
him that I ſhould have completed my work ſome days: 


ſooner, had it not been his good fortune to fall fick, 

and that this only had been the cauſe of my failure. 
The man was ahſolutely terrified with apprehen- 

ſion: he began to fear we, grew: more polite, and even 


ſuppoſed nothing was impoſſible to mw. 
It was too late to remove the ſand, therefore the 
lieutenant and guard continued with me, ſo that this 


night, at leaſt, I did not want company. When the 


morning came, the hole was firſt filled and walled up- 
the planking was renewed. - The tyrant Borck was 


ill, and could not come, otherwiſe my treatment would 
have been ſtill mare. lamentable. | The miths had | 


ended before the evening, and the irons were heavier 
than ever. The ſoot chains, inſtead of being faſten - 


ed as before, were ſcrewed and rivetted; all things 
elſe remained as formerly. They were employed in 


the flooring till the next day, ſo that I could not ſleepy 


and at laſt I' ſankdown with wearimeſs, - 
The greateſt of my misfortunes was, they again de- 


prived me of my bed, becauſe I had cut it up for fand 
i ag Before the doors were barred, Bruckhauſen, 
an 


another major examined my hody very narrowly. 


They often had aſked me, where I concealed all my 


implements P My anfwer WAS, «Gentlemen, Beelze- 
bub is my beſt and moſt intimate friend; he brings 
© me every thing I want, ſupphes me with light, we 


"> 


play whole nights at piquet, and, guard me as you 


Some were aſtoniſhed, others laughed. At length, . 
as they were barring the laſt door, I called, Come 


© back, gentlemen ! You have forgotten ſomething of 


great importance.” In the interim I had taken up 
one of my hidden files. When they returned, Look 
%%% GEN . TY ” IS 
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poſe 1 bad worked with them oh, Which they, were 
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«ye, conficnion;# "ry I, = dere is a . of the 


1 friendſhip Beelzebub has for me; he has brought 
< me this in a twinkling.“ Again they examined, and 


again they ſhut their doors. While they were ſo do- 
ing, I took out a knife, and ten louis - d ors, called, and 
they returned, grumbling curſes : I then ſhowed them 


the knife and the louis-d'ors. Their conſternation 


was exceſſive; and 1 diverted” my misfortunes, by 

1 * ** ſuch blundering, ſhort-lighted keepers, It 

don rumoured through Magdeburg, eſpecially 
dog the ſimple and the vulgar, that I was a magi- 
clan, to whom the devil brought all I aſked. 

One Major Holtzkammer, a very ſelfiſh man, rof- 
Red b this report. A foolith citizen had offered him 
fifty dollars, by he might only be permitted to ſee me 
throukh the door, being very defirous to have a peep 
at a wizard, Holtzkammer told me, and we jointly 
determined to ſport with his credulity. The major 
gave me a maſk, with a monſtrous noſe, which 1 put 


on when the doors were opening, and threw myſelf in- 
to a heroic attitude. The affrighted Burger drew back, 
but Holtzkammer ſtopped him, and ſaid, have patience 


but for ſome quarter of an hour, and you ſhall ſee he 
will aſſume quite a different countenance, The Bur- 


ger waited, my maſk was thrown by, and my face ap- 
. _ peared whitened with chalk, and made ghaſtly. The 


Burger again ſhrank back; 1 — kept him 
in converiation, and J aff umed a third farcical form. I 
tied my hair under my noſe, and a pewter diſh to my 


| breaſt, and, when the doora third time opened, I thun- 
F dered; ve Begone, raſcals, or I'll ſet your necks a- 


wry |! „ They both ran, and the filly N eaſed of 
nis fifty dollars, ſcampered firſt, 

The major in vain laid his injunRions on the * 
ger never to reveal what he had beheld, it deing a 
breach of duty in him to admit any perſon whatever 
to the ſight of me. In a few days, -the necromancer 


Trenck was the theme of every ale houſe in Magde- 


burg, and the perſon was named who had 1935 me 
change my N thrice in the ſpace of c one hour. " 4 | 


8 


Holtzkammer, accondingiy 


had I not ſtill cheriſhed a ſecret hope of clcaping 
founded on the friends I bad gained among the o 
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ny falfe and ridiculous circumſtances were added, and 


at laſt the ſtory reached the governor's ears. The cit- 
izen was cited, and offered to take. his oath. to the 
truth of what himſelf, -; 


fered, a ſevere, repri- 


miracles.. 2 55 1 r 4 8 TC | 
My laſt upfexta king had employed me more than 


* 
3 
_ 

5 * 
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I ſoon fel t the effe&s of the lafs of my bed, and was 


* 9 
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the major, had ſeen. 
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Neceſſity at length taug e nie thi means cf Erivinig 
Bruckhaufen from thy Oy ng and of inducing him 
to commit his office to another. I learnt his 'olfa@ory 
nerves were ſome what g elicate, and, whenever I heard 
the doors unbir, I tö care to make a ſtir in my 

| Fight: table. This made him give back, and at length 

e would come no farther than the door. Such are; 
the hard expedients'df a poor, tinhippy prifoner ? 
One day he came, bloated with pride, juſt after a 
EOurier had brought the news of viktery, Ain poke of 
the Auſtriaus, and the augtiſt perfon of the Empreſs- 

ueen, with fo much virübence that, at laſt, enragec 
ahnoſt to'madnefs, I fuatched the Ford of an officer 
from its ſheath, and ſhould” certainly have ended him, 
had he not Made a haſty retreat, From that day for- 
wWard he durſt no more Edits without guards to exam · 
ine the dungeon. Two' men always preceded him, 
with their bayonets fixed, and their pieces preſerited, 
behind hot heftood at the ddr: This Was Aicher | 
fortgnate incident, as I dreaded only his examination. 
| The following ahecdete will afford a Fpecimen of 
Ibis! man 's underſtanding. While digging in the carth, 
1 found a anne ball, and laid it in the midate' of my 
prifon, When he came to eamuỹ,. “ What in tlie 
name of God is that ?” faid he. © It is a part of the 
„ animunitian,” "anfivered I. that my;Familiar brings 
be me. The cannon wilt be herè anon, And you wk 
then ſee fine fport!? He Was altönfhed, told this 
to others, or toil concelve fach bal night by any 
natural hens enter my priſon. | | 
1 vote a ſatire on hith, when the late Lafdgrawe of 
'Heffe:Caffet was govertibr of Magdeburg, aud I had 
„ ed to write, as Will "hereafter Pear The 
andgrave gave! it to him, to read Ritt and To - 
.grofs Was his coneeption, that, though Bis Gerti Brafe- 
| ology Was introduced, art” of his hiſtory, and his 
charakter painted, yet did he not petceive the "jeſt, 
2 ied heat art With the "Heaters..." The Land- 
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me the man wriſt written in * : 
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About the time that my laſt attempt at eſcaping 
failed, General Kruſemarck.came to my priſon, whom 
1 had formerly lived with in habits ef intimacy, when 
cornet of the body-guard, Without teſtifying friend- 
hip, eſteem, or compaſſion, he aſked, among other 
things, in an authoritative tone, how I could 5 
my time to prevent tediouſneſs. I anſwered in a 
haughty a mood as he interrogated; for never could 
misfortune bend my mind, I told him J always. 
could find ſources of intextainment in my own. 
thoughts, and that, as for my dreams, I imagined they 
* would at leaſt be as peaceful and pleaſant as thoſe 
* of my oppreſſors. Had you, in time,” replied he, 
e curbed his feryor of yours, had you aſked pardon. 
* ok the King, perhaps you would = been in very 
different circumſtances; bit he who has committed 
an offence in which he obMpately perſiſts, endeav- 
“ ouring.0 * to obtain freedom by ſeducing men. EY 
from their duty, deſerves no better fate. 
Juſtly was my anger reuſed i—( Sir, anfwered I, 
you are à general of the King of Pruſſia, I am an 
© Auſtrian captain, My royal miſtreſs will protect, 
perhaps deliver me, er at leaſt revenge my death. 
© I have a conſciense void of neproach... You, your - 
„ ſelf, well know J have not deſerved theſe chains. I 
plaee my hope in time, and the juſtneſt of my. cauſe, 
No calumniated and condemned, as I have heen, With- 4 
© out legal ſentence or hearing. In ſuch a ſituation 
© the philoſopher will always be able to brave and de- 
een ð / . ³ðòA 
le departed with threats, and his. laſt words were 
——* The bird ſhall. ſoon be taught to fang another tune“ 
Ahe effects of this courteous viſit. were. ſoon felt. 
An order came that I ſhould. be prevented ſleeping, 
and that the centinels ſhould call, and wake me eve- 
ry quaxter of an hourgwhich dreadſul under was imme - 
eee £m we per oe 
This, was, indeed, a puniſhment intolerablo tor na- 
ture! Vet did cuſtom, at length, teach me to anſwer- 
r as b9.chis unheard of cruclry 
* 42 | | cContinne 
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Fear not, for I am helple 


mio 1 1 1 r * ws 


continue! The noble l ndgrave' of Hells-Oalet, ad 
length put an end te it, ah befere I was. releaſet 
from my dungeon, and once again, in yo en 


me” to ſleep in peace. 


Under e this eee wee Etegy which 
Wir he fountiin the) —— 2 e 3 4 


W 


Sport with my Woes, ;Taugh load at my: Aae . 
Hearken if you hear my chains lank Knock! Bear! 


Wake me; ye aundd, ban Bark ** 


Of an inexorable Tyrant be ye ET 


Th' inexorable inſtruments! Wake 2 yorſaves 
Ye do but as you're bade. Soon ſhall hee 
Sleepless, or, dreaming, the ſpectres of conſcience. : 
Behold and ki Qup as rn of rell. 


Wukke =! gain Ay Suben Retkevtd Call loud! 
Rip up all my bleeding — and ſhrink: vv, 


Vet think, tis I that anfwer, Cod that hears ).- 


To every wretch in chains ſleep is permitted: 
J, I alone, am robb'd of this laſt refue 
5 linking nature ! Hark]! Again the chunder? | 


| Aſie aw eras! . a men death 514 


Ferse o thyt ber eace thoukuffering — 


Nor indignant hat, & meg ne r 10” pain... 


- 


Ye burthened limbs wife fi om money, Y 

. ! oy ce — bunt = 5 
Arid ye! Watch dogs + let 1 0 

4 * protected. 85 | 

And yet, not ſo— The noble mind, within. | i err, 

Itſelf, refources finds innumeräble. eee 

Thou Oh God, thought ſt good metimprifon thus . 


; Thou, Oh God, 1 good time, wilt me deliver. 4 


1 12 : RE 


Wako me then, noviſgir7' My-foul-flumbersmot, 
And who can ſay but thoſe Who fetter mne 1 


| Mex, © ere W aan themſelves. in e t 18 7 LY 
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Wake me! Fer 10 : drein fl s ſweet: bun min, 
Calbl Oalbt From ni bo merg, from Vrilightto dane 
Inceffantt: Vea, im God's name, OGalbf Caller 3 


Amen! Amen! Thy will, Oh God, be ktones - 


Vet ſu yithowat Jength Malt hear fighs? parte 1 
Shalv: priſon deors! Shalt-ſrew'me! fair 
r — ere e * Ee 


5 


Wich who hel e Lori — 
in 1 y evenl offt — alk not venrufe to 
ſay. * friend, adviſed mel to 


FO: 2 I. fol a endien and 

it produced this good effet, tar wer n 

eh other to à eapitalation 2” 

bed, and I. was obliged to re 

Be after this 

Generel Borek any bitter 

diſpoſſeſſed of his and —— Reich- 

mann, tlie benevt 3 anna, 
goverbory. #74100 417 it wif e 


About che ede te aunt dd en- BeMinpand 9 


the Queen, the Prinee of Pruſſia, hie Princefs Amelia, 
and the Margrave Henry, choſe Magdeburg for tleir 
reſidence. 'Bruekhauſcn-grew more pplite, probably, 
"perceiving I Was not wholly defer 
yet poſhble | 1 might obtain my free The eruct 
are cowards, and there — to ſuppoſe. 
Bruel Men was-agtuated oo thn un to treat me With 
greater reſpect. 1 Dir WES. nnen 2 
The worthy new) governor del inet indeed the 
powe r toili chains, or the ral 
lations: its Toute he did. — rr ta 
ni he cõnnived at the doors" being, "6ceaſihally, 
2 acc at length, daily kept open ſeme Hours, 10 
At and freſh air. After a time they were 


en the Me day, and only clefed by the "officers. 
en they returned from their viſit to Walrabe. 
Having light, I began to carve; with a mail o the 

; poweer cup in hi Tdrank, ſatirical verſes and vari- 
and artained 10 much. . 
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| | ups, at laſt, were con ed a: ane both of 


_ Engraving and invention, and were ſold dear as rare 
curioſities, | {MY firſt attempts were rude, as may well 
be imagined. My cup was carried to town, and 
town N viſitors by the governor,; who ſent me an- 
other. I improved, and each of the inſpecting officers 
wiſhed pe — one. 1 grew. more eurem and 
ſpent a whole year in this employ winch thus 
Paſſed ſwiftly away. The perfection 

uired obtained me the ee and 3 
' thisepatinaed til I was reſtored to freedem. 

The King gave orders, theſe cups ſhould albbe in- 
cpected by government, becauſe I wiſhed, by my verſes 
and devices, to inform the world af my fate. But 
this command was not obeyed; the officers. made 
merchandize of my eum and old them, at laſt, for 
twelve ducats each. . value increaſed ſo much, 
hen ILwas releaſed from i ſon, that they are now to 
be found in various muſeums throughout Europe. 
Twelve years ago the late Landgrave oh Heſle-Caflel 
_ preſented one of them to my wife; and another came 
in a very unaccountable manner, from the Queen 
Dowager of Pruſſia, to Paris. I haug given prix 
both theſe, x the verſes they contained, in my 

works; w it may be ſeen how artificially. they 
were engraveagy\ +: | E174 5 fs eee 

A third fell into che hands ß Fringe A "Ix 

ne then a prifoner of War at Magdebut 
his return to Vienna, preſented it tothe Emperor, 

who · placed it in his muſeums, Among ather — 4 
on this cup was a landſcape, repreſenting} a. vineyar \ 
and — and . — it — vr een N hs 
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Qucen, * A commanded } 
make every exertion for my deliverance. - She-would 
"oo at _ n reſlaved ma to my eſta 


n n -©@©o ww RW ö 


— fi — rd! im a cage, held — a owed, 
with the MN infeription : The bird frags even in 
the florin; open Was cage,"break his fetters, ye friend of 
 virtile 400d fs Jongs 5 be thi-delight of your aboctes d 
There is another remarkable-circumſtance attending 
thefe cups. All were forbidden, under pain of death, 
to hold converſation with me, or to fupply me with 
pen and ink, yet, by this open permiſſion of wri 
what 1 pleaſed on pewter, was I enabled to inform che 
world of alt I wifhed, and to prove a man of merit 
was oppreſſed. The diffteulties of this engraving will 
be conceived When it is ren ed that I worked by 
candle-light, on ſhining pewi attained the art of 
giving light and ſhade, and, by praclice, could divide 
a cup into two and thirty compartments, as regular- 
ly with a ſtroke of the hand as with à pair of compal- 
les. The writing was ſo minute that it could be only 
read with glaſfſes. I could ufe but one hand, both 
being feparated by the bar, and therefore held the cup 
between my knees. My fole inſtrument was a ſharp- 
ened mail, yet did I write two lines on the rim only. 
My labeur became ſo exeeffive that L Was in dan, br 


of dift#aQiion or bhndnefs. Every body wiſhed | 
cups and T'withed to oblige every Lech 'fo that 1 


wolked eigkteen hours a day. The reflection of the 
light from the pew ter was, injurious to my eyes, and 
he Tabour of invention for appolite fubje tts arid verſ- 

es Was mot 8 by mn ous ny -rvchitefin. 


ral drawing. © 
Enough of thefe- eups which-proaed me — 
Honour many advange helped to fhorten ſo 


i Mournful — 7 — greateſt | incumbrance 


Huge iron collar, with its enormous a | 
ges, which, nen fufferetk to preſs the arteries in che 
Lach eme _ odcaioned intolerable head aths. I 
lat too much, Wa third tie Lell fick. A Brunſwie 


a 0 Enna. 1. 1 | 1 1 
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ſauſage, ſecretly given me by a wiend, a — an 
indigeſtion, which endangered my life a putrid fever 
followed, and my bod was reduced to a ſkeleton. 
Medicines, however, were conveyed . uy: the ol. 
+ ficers, and now and then, warm food. 
After my recovery I again ay 194 it e to 


ende regain my liberty. I had but forty * 
d'ors remaining, and theſe 1 could. Ree Set ye 1 had 
firſt broken up the flooring. 
Lieutenant Sonntag was confur ap _y ele 
his diſcharge, ' I fupplied him with money to defray 
the expenſes of his journey, and with an order that 
four hundred florins ſhould be annually paid him, front 
my effects, till his death or my releaſe. 1 commiſlion- 
ed him to ſock an audience from the Empreſs, endeav- 
dur to excite her paſſion in my behalf, and to 
remit me four mould florins, for which 1 gave A 
proper acquittance, by the way of Hamburg, The 
money draft was addreſſed to my ATOP Tie coun- 
ſellor Kempf and Huitne. 
But no one, alas, in Vienna, wiſhed my beten 
They had already begun to ſhare my property, of 
which they never rendered me an account. Poor 
Sonntag was arreſted as a ſpy, impriſoned, ill treated 
for ſome-weeks, and at laſt, when naked and deſtitute, 
received a hundred florins, and was eſcorted beyond 


the Auſtrian confines.-. The worthy man fell a ſha me- 


ful ſacrifice to his honeſty, could never obtain an au- 
dience of the Emprefs, and returned, poor and miſera- 
ble, on foot, to Berlin, where he was twelve months 
fecretly maintained by bs brother, and with whom he 
died. He wrote an account of all this to the good 


Knoblauch, my Hamburg Taue „and I, from. my 


mall ſtore, ſent him d kund ducats. 


How much muſt I deſpair of Gnding | any place of 


| refuge on earth, Watt accounts. 150 thats, * * 


112A Bank whom L will never. name, by che ad. 
one of the lieutenants, ſecretly viſited me, and ſup pb: 
en with ſix un er . _ 33 a | 


T. 


— 


— 


* 


the year 1769; paid four thouſand florins to the impe- 
rial 7 Tarn at Berlin, for the 3 | 
of my freedom, as I ſhall: preſently more fully ſhew. 
Thus I had once more mon e. 
About this time the French army advanced to with- 
in five miles of Magdeburg. This important fortreſs 
was, at that time, the key of the whole Pruſſian pow- 


or. It required a garriſon of | ſixteen. thouſand men, 


and contained not more than ſifteen hundred. The 
French might have marched in unoppoſed, and at once 
have put an end to the war. The officers brought 
me all the news, and my hopes roſe as they approach; 
ed. What was my aſtoniſhment when the major in- 
formed me three Waggons had entered the town in the 
night, had been ſent back loaded with money, and 
that the French were retreating! This, I can aſſure 

my readers, on my honour, is lit Hally truth, to the eter- 

nal diſgrace of the French general. The major, who 
informed me, was himſelf an eye-witneſs of the fact. 
It was pretended the money wagfor the army of the 
King, but every body could gueſs whether it was go- 
ing; it left the town without a convoy, and the 
French Where then in the neighbourhood. Such 


were the allies ef Maria Thereſa! The receivers of 


this money ate known in Paris. Not only were my 
hopes this way fruſtrated, but in Ryſſia likewiſe, 
where the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, and he chancellor, 


were fallen into diſgrace. I now imagined another, 


and indeed à fgarful and dangerous project. The gar- 
riſon ef Magdeburg, at this moment, conſiſted but of 
nine hundred militia, who were diſcontented men. 
Two majors and two lieutenants were in my intereſt, 
The guard of the Star- Fart amounted but to a hund- 
red and fifteen/ men. Fronting the gate of this fort 
was the town: gate, guarded only by twel men and 
an inferior officer; beſide theſe lay the cafemates, in 
WO were ſeven thouſand Croat priſoners, Baron - 
Key, a captain, and priſoner of war, alſo was i 
our intereſt, and would hold his comrades ready; a 
certain place and time, to ſupport my undertaking, 

om gh N e js + of 


* ; 
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Another ftiendwas, under ſome -pretence, to hold his 
company ready, with their muſkets loaded, and the 


plan was ſuch that I ſhould; have had four nen 


mnen in arms, to carry it into execution. W n 

I The officer was to have placed the two men el 
ſuſpe&cd, and feared, as centiniels over me; he was 
to command them to take'away my bed; and when 
encumbered, I was to ſpring out, and hat them in 
the prifon, Clothing and arms were to have been 
procured, and brought me into my priſon; the town- 
gate was to have been ſurpriſed; I was to have run. to 
the caſemate, and called to the Croats, de Prenck 1 To 
4 arms 3” My friends, at the ſame inſtant, were to 
break forth; and the plan Was ſo well concerted that it 
could not have failed. Magdeburg; the magazine of 
the army, the royal . arſenal, all would have 
been mine; and ſix thouſand men, Who were 
then 1 riſoners of war, WO have enabled me. to r 
poſſe ſſion. ee 


72 


The moſt eſſential @bret; bywhichy all 1 Was to 


have been effected, 1 dare not reveal; ſuffice it to 
ſay, every thing was provided for, every thing ſe- 
cure; I ſhall only add that the garrifon, in the harveſt 
months, Was exceedingly weakened,” becauſe the 
farmers paid the captains à flörin per man each day, 
and the men for their labour, likewife, to obtain 
hands. The fWþ:govenor connived at the praffice. ' 

One Lieutenant G— procured a furlough, to 


vil his friends; but, ſupphed'by me with money, he 


went to Views. HF furvitthed him with a letter, ad- 
dreſſed to Counſellors Rempf and Huttner, including 
2 draft for two thouſand ducats; wherein I ſaid chat, 
by theſe means, I ſhould not erty ſoon be at liberty, 
but in poſſeſſion of the fortreſs of Gorey, > ann, 54 and 
5 that the bWrer was intruſted with the reſt. wh 
Ihe lieutenant came ſafe to Vienna, — 

; chend interrogatories, and his name was rep 
ly aſked. This, fortunately, be contealed.” 27 


adviſed him not to be Toneerbeck in ſo dangerous an 


undertaking'; ; told him 1 had not is much n du 
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e me, and gavethim, inſtead of4wothouſand ducats, 
one thouſand Horins. With eheſe he left Viey ta 


a — — e — hat 


carried the letter; ard who were to free me, and be- 
tray! Magdeburg · Whether the letter was ſent imme 

diately to the Ki 
is ſuffeient that 


the government to rewardime, 
they had embezled, and the 
What happened: afterward in Vienna, Which Will be 


and re ſtore the effects 


related in ds place, will Ieotiohably* parent fur- 


mile to be well founded. 


1 bad inen did not, it is true; Side the manner 

ey outzht, but they all are dead, and I am ſtill living, 

— icke an honeſt, though poor man; ſo did not they 
die. Be his read ad remembered. by their luxurious | 

bez. who refuſe to reſtore my: children co their rights, 
My conſternation on che appearance of the Land- 

grave, with my letter in his hat may well be ſup- 

| poſed: I hadſthe preſence of mind, however, to deny 


my hand writing, and affect aſtoniſhment at ſo erafty 


a. trick. Ihe Landgrave endeavoured to convift me, | 


told me what” Lieutenant Kemmnitz had Te cated at 
ning my g flefling myſelf e Magde- 


ially as he one could conceive: how a priſener, 
in my firuation; could feduce or ſubdue, the whole 


n 8 hg Oe _ FR Marion dy 
Oh 47 4 as _ 


ng, or the governor, I Know] not; it 

was once more betrayed at Vienna 
| The truth was, che adminiſtrators of my effects had | 
actect as if were deceaſed, and choſe mot to refund 
tw thouſand ducats. They viſhed not I ſhould ob- 
tain my freedom; in a manner that would have obliged | 


Feſtates they had ſeized. 


Aewed me how fully 1 had been 
betrayed. But as no ſueh p 2rſon exiſted as Lieuten- 
ant Kemnits;and as my 12 had fortunately con- 
cCealed his name, the tiſtery remained impenetrable, 


4 


ij „Had I been heard, and. 


ter, and that none hut poor men were made militia of- 


— 


4 be, I was; therefore no e for conſe nen- 


218 | 1 JL 17 E er 
ently Satisfied, with my, defence; his bern thels 2 


fatisfaction i in the 9 of others. A 
Ihe next day a formal examination, Was 8 
which the ſub-goyernor Reichmann preſded. 9 
accuſed as à traitor to my countrys; but 4 obſtinately 
denied my hand writing. Proofs o N there 
Mi 175 and in anſwer. in. the - Prins cipal-char 3 
al Was. no er 0 t A; umgiate | 
" legally impriſoned,. Ge - ek 1 that ww; 
«6 King, in che year 1 746, had a een me, and con- 
© fiſcated my . — zuben dance; ; that, therefore 
the laws of nature. enforced me to ſeck honor wy 
< bread in a foreign. ſervice ; and that, finding theſe 
ein Auſtriag 1 was become an officer, and a faithful 


© ſubje&t of the Empreſs-Queen,; that I, had been a 


40 1 time unoffendingly impriſoned z that here 1 
< was treated as the wonſt of malefactors, and that my 


4 60 N reſource was to ſeck my liberty, by ſuch. means 


as Lcould: were I, therefore, in this attempt to do 


2 ſtroy the very town of Magdeburg, and occaſion. the 


* 1 of a thouſand, lives, I Bay Kill be uiltleſs. 
gally, ſentenced, previous 


>latz, 1 ſhould. have been, 


* to; my impriſonment at 


Land have centinued, à criminal; but, not having 
« been guilty, of any, mall, much leſs of any great 


it crime, equal to my puniſhment, 10 1 nen could 


ces; Iowed neither fidelity nor duty 40 the þ my 
4e of Pruſſia ; for, by. dhe word of hib power, he had 
« deprived me of bread, honor, country and f aden 
Here the exam ination ended, without. farther d 


covery; the officers, | however, falli ing under {uſp icion, 
| Were all ＋ emoved, and thus L iaſt my beſt, friend 3 yet : 


it was not long before. I had gained two others; Which 
was no difficult matter, as. I knew. the national chars 0 


Rcers, Thus. was the governor s precaution frui 


h and en body eme me I WON pla. why al 
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n the noble manner in which 1 b 
was tes on this occafion by the Landgrave. This 
I'perſonally acknowledged, ſome years afterward, in 


the city of Caſſel, when 1 heard many things which 


confirmed all my ſurmiſes concerning Vienna. The 
Landgrave received me with all grace, favour and diſ- 
tinktion. Frevere his memory, and feek to honor his 
name. He was the friend of misfortune,” When I, 
not long afterward, fell ill, he ſent me his own phyſi- 
cian, and meat from his table, nor would he ſuffer me, 
during two months, to be waked by the centinels, He 


likewiſe removed the dreadful collar from my neck; 
for which he was ſeverely reprimanded by the Kin "gs 
as he Himſelf has fince affured me. I might fill a v 


ume with incidents attending two other efforts to- el- 
cape, but 1 will not Aal reader's patience with 


zal en 5 an abſtratt 


When 1 had once more gained the bes Hinge : 
anew attempt at mining my way out. Not wanting 
for implements, my chains and W were ſoon 


cut through, and all was o carefully replaced Þ was 

under no fear of examination. I here found my con- 
cealed money, piſtols, and other neceſſaries, but till 1 

had rid myſelf of ſome hundred weight of ſand, it was 


impoſſible to proceed. For this pur poſe I made two 


different openings in the floor: Out of the real hole 
I threw a great quantity of ſand into my 
. which F cloſed it with all poſſible care 
ed at the ſecond with ſo much noiſe that I Was cer- 
tain. they/muſt hear me without. About midnight the 
doors began to thunder, and in they came; detectin 


riſon; after 
Sthen work- | 


me, as L intended they ſhould; - None of them could 


_ conceive why! T ſhould -wiſh to break out under the 
door, where there was<atriple guard to p 
centinels remained, and-in the morning, priſ 


to wheel away the ſand. The hole was 5 walled up £; 


"an boarded, and y fetters wererenewed, 'Fhey | 
ed at the ridiculou ae of my undertaking, but pun- 


HOT by e me 135 * light and ed, which HE 


how ever, 


3 


other hole, dat of „ien moſt of the earth had been 
thrown, no one was zware! The major and lieutenam 
were 100 much my friends to remark tat they had re 
moved thrice the — of kund thee falfe eme? 
could contain. 'F 
having failed, it would bea! la, and Bruckbavfen 
4 negligent? 41 Ws 6 OR 48 fs 6 db 
The povernor "es \Fubigovernibal thy 5 
ter ſome weeks; but far from the brutakity of Borck, 
the Landgrave fooke to me With great mildneſs, prom- 
led me his intereſl to regain my freedom, hen the 
poace ſhould be conchuded; told me I had more friends 


than Lmight fuppoſe, and aſſured mne I had not been 


te forgotten by tlie court of Vienna- The manner 
it Which 1. nfs him moved him to- the: ul; In 
Lain he endeavoured to hide his tears; while I, 


in a moment of exquuſite ſenſibility, fell at his lers, | 


rofe, ant: pleaded hke Cicero, happy to have: a wich 
A 1 who thought and felt like a man 

Ile promiſed ine every alleviation, atid: e him 
ray word of honor I would never more attempt to- eſ- 
cape, while he refrizined governor. '' The manner in 


vhich I fpoke enforted cenviction, and it was then 


chat hu ordered my neck: collar to be taken off, my 
Vveindow to be uncloſed, my doors every day to be left 
to hours open, a ſtove Which I might light myſelf, to 
ba-pus in m dungeon, firior linen for my ſhirts, and 
ame myſelf, by writing dom my thaug 
The: heels of paper tere to be numbered When given 


and When returned, by the Wa ae, e | 


nib abuſe thistibeity. e e 64: 
Ink was not allowed me, | Qwrefovepricked. my 
dug ſuffereq the hood to trickle into a pot, and 
When coagulatecꝭ warmed it again in my hand, throw- 
ing away the fibrous parts, that would not liqueſy: 3 by 
Pune means 1 Feen me eee WE * 
1 now l myſelf mito 0 8 cups 
0 had Ty W to 


| 

x! 
J 
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o long as. have. life; be hall le. 
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lle; as I paſſeſſed, to excite: eſteem, and awaken 

comp! BPR 'My Res. Was. increaſed, by the | 
knowlec dge.t that my pro aan Wark: {cen ae read at 
courts, and that the F tin melia and the Queen 

bertel, teſti ed.thcir, n * — ſubjects 
ſent me; - ANC the wreich whom, the. King intended 
to immure and bur; alive, Whole name no man was to 


mention, never lived to better purpoſe, nor was more 


famous, 1 he vented his groang in this dun- 
on. My v IJ a e in re- 
ality, regaine freed cult;yation of the 


175 


ſciences, and nyt ce of mi danger, am IT: in- 
debted for all; theſe — — 10 the power of Fred- 
erick deprive me of; by theſe I Ohtained that Which 
he, in his Wrath, 5 the might of his deſpot iſm, had 
intended taitake from me eternally.! Yes I this liber- 
ty 1 procured, though he had continually een 
petitions in my behalf He is a dangerous man z 

ver ſee the. hight! * 
Vet have I ſeen it a8 broadly cas; himfelf, during his 
life : Alex his death, I have ſeen it ithaut geveng- 


ing myſel * otherwiſe, than by, proving my innocence 


Ny. virtue to à monarch, - who, o prelled becaufe he 
a not, becauſe, Be. would not recal the. wo 
b or gyn it Was pollble he: might he 
aken- No,! In, Be L have ſought only 
to appeaſe, him, to juſt CAS e the; greatue/s of 
le. died convine my integrity, yet 
without a ffording me re 5 \Perhaps he recol- 
lect Rk Cuffexi, . retribution was impoſ- 
If ſo ii can, be, peace be to his aſhes | 
Aged. * 199 oxtune 3. RR vs a: in 1 


„ 


'outh.. have: their. cars lee e with — ti 1 

of. General! 1 
lixe 4 $wory uch nn in my 
Works, Hence h as. Why | is not he 
Are miniſter ora General "Bleſſed, Content ! theo 


Us: 1 5 have ; 


7 1 ; 6 C 4 
. ' 
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| have I leartell fe taſte, ur y pride? Repoſe, 
thrice bleſſed? Thet do I enjoy, in the haven of the 
wiſe, after ſtorms and horrors paſt ! May my hiſtory, 


my example conſole the afflicted, Arike terror to the 


Lueg bridle youth's' impe ty and infpite the tub 
ering with fortitude? + | © : 

I return to my dun on. Hes after my ia ron 
kerenee with the Laridgrave, I waited m 3 
with a mind more at exfe than tät of many 2 princes 
in his JR My dawn of hop ler, ra 
bright. newſpapers they brought me, foretold 
a) 2 peace, on Which all my dependante Was 
Placed, and I paſſed Abe, months an, and ur 
Gut further attemprx. ; 

The father of the Landgrave died; he ha, tit men 


br 


Veew only hereditary prince; and Magdeburg — 


Joſt its noble governör. The worthy + Reichmant! 
however, teſtified for me all compaſſion and eftcem; 
I had books, my time was employed, and therefore 
| ſtole unpereeived away. Imprifonment and chai 

to me were 2 hal nal; and freedam, in all dei 


dovel Tore! pit and a oc 
tie ebe poems, Cone"! in v 


1 ee bt wins 
eg called the Macedoriat Hero; The 
| Realized ; and the Fables corttained i in the 4irſt” vol⸗ 
ume, moſt of Which have reference to myfelf. The 
moſt, arid the beſt of my poems, are now * to me. 
Te mind's fenhbility, when the body is Impriſon- 
ed, is ſtrongly Ro nor can alt the — .of — 
b rowers” this advan 8 reeo 
SN 0 them in — © If Prior 0 learn 
What my thoughts then were, When 1 was ſet at bb- 
erty, I 1 bad none but ſuch as I remembered, and theſe 


J committed to writing. On my firſt perfonal viſit to 
the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caflch, T received a volume of 
them written in my own "blood but there were cer- 
tainly eight or _ Nu $A UE "Rory: href '7e- 
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The death of Elizabeth; the depöfing of Peter III. 
and the acceſſion of Catharine I. pfbduted peace. 


On Me dene ae 3 0 


Ide worthy - 


P 


provide for all Mie" ton ngenci 

2a ptain N 4 ad ed we Kcortel öffence Wi 
Vika Las aſſuredꝭ of ſup Was Hkewiſe 
afuretl the 1 tote 3 ofefſed 
kgs fr throw - _— iment - 

10 0 of freedom. rene t perſuade 

2 Püt ir val : Neſec- 
Par w d be fo Net 7 coriferwted,/but | 
10e W recoited. SLIM, HH. 31.04: nA: J. ed r 4 


I therefore opened my dd Hole, and | 
ſiſted _ in the Sir 2 fer, Foes 10 wy Sr 
 yfelf'of fand. M5 7 eee 
Fe ee po ee 
| d feitiainedfoton 122 0 e ing Was 
my examined. [GE DOSE 4 1 N Wo Ob 
Intent was to yy me f 


continue in chain, theri wout L have if eee 15 


ns ae eto wy far = = Nite, for efcax 


keutenant had; Vin Kids 

2 Kee aſed x mold tt the fuburbs, where T might 
lie 'concealed. ' Gummern, in Saxony,” 
from Magdeburg: Here a friend, wit 1 | 
es was td wait a Whole year, 10 HR en when enn of 
F ine Hulk and ſufte erk uf rat month, 


DG A piven ſignal, to haſten tomy alliftance,  ' 
8 feb cate of émetgeney; 
290 ore 1 4 the up Enki, ; broke up th | 


two underibeds; cut the wks 5 
wem in y Hove.” By this 1 obtained Auch addt- 
tional rom aß to fon half” Way with wy mine. 
Linen airy Was brou hit me; fand-bag s made, and mus 
1 ſucetsfully ptecteded to all But We lat operation. 
Every if eas * 16" oo dofed "and con- 
„ that T had nothing fo fear from the Woe 
eſt infpe&ivs; fuliczent 12 untletr Urin | 
left to ſupport the upper, and it appeared 4 Borgr 


* * be 7” 0 Way. * be aged! as the 


ae 


" 1 . ” 
* . 

. 

* 
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* 


new. come garriſon cou d not no what wage axignal. 
0 5 7 — * — bo poi E104; $1358" 584 51 
ſtate Ae 5 me 6 1 5 FOR fas 


to 80 
i: 9 85 by 8 in t : 4 
deen cloſed up the p 
Wat was my horror, to 4. Ag tap by . + AY 
alive, After a. ſhort. time for, reflection, Lbegan to 
work the ſand;; Ae Fng the ſide 19550 1 a. it obtain 
| 10.8 . un 5 Y.. A. torte 10 R 
1 4 2 "aunts in which of 5 the. nd 
: 2 worked Rent, but ihe ſmall quantit ab air 
ſoon made it ul chat 8 a tho pland limes, 79 55 
myſelf dead. and made ſeveral. attempts. te ſtrangle 
m Melt, F 2 began io deni e 


en a ; deprived, me of 1 5 e 


bs (nan rs to ier exe | 15 


9 ly, ſach a, Mt 
4 FR, : Macha dro n 1 {ef Ie 
45 Seta vn ker to TH the.canth.1 Was as 


a e e a no more ſpace, into w. ich 


2 12 
L 0 1 


bs 
”- 


7 $1 8 1 tha Light 5 
Fuer Fe 6h 


roun fy 1 8 be wry Qs 
3 85 
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opening ers ih 10 


labour * tor away:tt der 98 oo 1 5 
let 1 Hh nk, fo f. 94 17 Heede andy ! 8 


bh 10 at Jengtl 10 one more happi 1 axrivedin mY 
ace mg, 4h bid ee e ER e 
th: 25 tes 59 5 0 67: ,S3 33:4 158 
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we lt” an ae” a as. 
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of horror, this was the moſt 


ers that hung 
der, me From endea 


e . it ns — Lhd 
time or ſtrength, o c ,r u and koncenl 
After half an hour's teſt, however, my — 
turned: Again I went te work; and fete had 
ended, hefore the reſounding: locks = N we 
2 on viſitors. Mee en l . 
They found m pdlt as i 1 
the hen dach, arid continued ſome a0 2 ae. 


ed by the fatigue I had ſuſtained, at I began to im- 


agine my hangs were impaired. After a time, heakh 


and ſtrengt h. beturned, Hut; ;of al} m eye 
ible.” 1 long repeat- 
eclly dreamed IL Was buried alive in the: center of the 
earth; uni now; though three and twenty years are 
elapſed, my eep is Nall haunted by this viſ.on. 
After this accident, whenever I worked in my ga- 


diy, I hung a knife round my neck, that in caſe. 1 


ſhouhl be again ſo inclöfed, Fmight ſhorten toy wiſe- 
ries. Over the None that had fallen were ſeve ral oth- 
teutering; under Which I Was feveral 
hundred ties ob iged 406creep.. Nothing could . 
Wee 1 t dhtain my libesty k! 
. Vhen aowpailagh was ready; ſo that beoutd d 
out when I pleaſed, T wrote varics letters 4h mV 


friends at Vienna, and. alſo an impaſſioned memorial 


to my ſovetrign. When the le ks: Magdeburg. 
and the regulars returned, I took an affecting leave of 
my friend vh⁰ bad/bebavett tame With ſo mueh hu- 
manity, and fo benerblenthy ſapplied my wants. Sev- 
eral werks elapſed before they arte, and Ldearnt 


that General Riedt eee, Aamballager ou 55 


Vienna to Berlin. „ le 


had ſeen the world g 1 Abr this ginexs} Gras! 82 1 
zo erſe 40 à bribe; 1 15 him à moving letter, con- 


juring. bim not to abandon ws, and. to ac with per- 


haps more ardor zin my behalf than his inſtryctions 


might imply. I inele Aa draft for ſin thouſatid for- 


ins on my<lfef ab, Vie „ aud he racei d four 
: thouſand 4 e e 17 ln! "Tha 


TED 
* Thank, 


226 n Wit vie 6 


ink wels der koffer s for my fr freedom awhi 
T*obtained* nine months ey, "My once ſhes 
£fx"thouſand flotins were paid m April '1569; to 
order of General Riedt; tis other dur thoufand 
I thankfillly repaid, When at liberty, to my friend. 

I received intelligence, before the garrifon depart: 
ed, that no an been made on my behalf, at 
the Peace of Hubertſberg.* - The Vienna plem oten- 
tiaries after and ot det the articles Were gned, 
mentioned my aiamd 1 Flettaberg, hut with little 
earneſtneſs of ſolicitation: From Berlin, indeed, 1 
received private aſſurances of every effort being made 


to move Frederic, a promiſe on w ich I could” muth 


better rely than on my proteRors at Vienna, who To 


many years had left ine in mmasfortune?.. 1 therefore! 


determined to wait three months longer} and ſhould 1 


fill fund Wu . to owe tat ow ata I. 


Nelf. Xx 1 2 A 

On the FRET of the E priſon, the of Ther 
of the Wie were m 
than the former, The majors 
orders; their hel} Was ung 
for thy old friends. I had 


% amimi rear | 
again for food, as no one pied v me with the Fatt i 


comfortable addition. 


My ume hung very heavy; 9 chin K | 


Lully examined obithio changer e artifon” *A'Milt 


ſtricter ſcrutiny might occur, : and alf my projects be | 


diſcovered. This had been effected by acct 


dent, as mall here relate. I had two years before . 
ſo tamedia mouſe that it would play around mie, and 


7 from my mouth: In this ſmall: animal I:diſcover- 


dab. of intelligence too great to ealily? gain be- 
ie n Ito write: them, et, we 


n ine ne,, , SIONS 0 

ee The-releaſe of Been war / feebly mention 
'A uftrian plempotentitry, that eee 
Mer, took not te leaft ate eee { IF. 491 J 1 I: Nr 
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rumble, 
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git 
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n grumble, and Such philoſophers pen man wore : 
0 endowed. with the! power Oft dſp ung 12555 
0 Q, | 
d 


ing but wth they call inſtin + 4 wou 
claim me a fabulous writer, ,and my opinions dee * 
| dox to what they ſuppoſe ſound e "Fol 1 
5 L live, Perhaps J may; hereafter,pgblil | 
+ WM this fubjet,in which this my, wo | 
A will appear. as rxemazkable characters. . 
This intelligent mouſe bad nearly 8 my ruin, 4 
had diverted myſelfhth: it during the night; it had 
been .nibbling at my door, and. capering on a, trench- 
Ile centanels, happened to hear our. amuſęment, | 
leck the officers à they heard alſo, and added. all was 1 
not- Fight in my; dungen, A Hlay-break, my doors + 
3 . y N townrmajor, a Imith and maſon, en- 
terredia Strict ſearch . es, begins 4 Looring, . walls, | 
chains 49d. my. 3 n, were all ſcrutinized, but | 
in vain. They aſked. What was, the noiſe they, had 
dea Amentioped he Payee Whiſtled, and, is came 
7 jumped upon He „ Orders. Were gien 
1 ſhauld be deprived 6, of, Ks Jociety Learneftly in- 
ende eg would at leaſt ſpare; its life, The Kcer 
ard gaveanc his word of hoger he wou 
; ſent itt BOY, who You: treat, it with. the utmoſt 
rerilennels l 1 n a ; 1 
e took 1 it away, turned it e the 3 room, _ 
bug; it Was tame to me ee ſought a, nding place, jr 
di bad led to my priſon Aras he, hour 11 5 vil. 
tation, ran ing my dung vediately teſtif yang. 
its joy by i its antic leapin between, my':legs... It igawor- 
KC, wcnn that it had 1 hack taken away blindfold, = 
ay, de in 2 e . The --} 
ungeon. How 
then a ANY its a 7 : Did it Lene or didat wait 3p 
for the hour of © VR : lad e 10088. 
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wenge ee 65 r Pe DF” 
* Ml * 0 Al were nous ry . mouſ e, bat the . 9 
waer, carried off for his lady: ſhe put it into A cage, — 3 
1 hag it- Sy refuſed all eee and 3 in a _ „ 
if | days 40 dc dg. 21 * 1 N N N TINY to ef * | e | 
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1 : 
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7 

To 

$1 

| 

| 


ted the keys'to the lie Wee Aha 

viſit me, with 4 look f cempaſſion, alked—*< Dear 

9 Trenck, have you never, during ſeven-years+ that | 
du have been under the guard of the militia, found 


uch friends are indced-rere ; the will of many hy 
A been gbd; each knew! Licould/ mate bis Fortune, 
ſperote an at- | 


0 „„ Iwill do it willingly without aſking 
. any returgt 80 fying,” F immediately took: afty 
ducats from between the pannels; and gave © chem #0 


— 


38 2 * * . e 


| hte el eats nts a, made me for ſome 
time quite wiel S _ examination, 1 
| UI it Rack ſo ene away the bread, by which 1 


ad conceatted the 'ofivices 1 Had cutting the 
Aoor; that dhe examiners mult de-all-but blind not to 
diſcover? them. 1 Was convinced my faithful little 
friend had fallen a ngceffary yiftim to Ats maſter s ſafe- 
ve My keepers” were: dad E had neither the 
ill not the power 0 make further . ati ftec- 
dom. This accident however, determined N 
e men th... ! e 
I have already related horſes 1 to he 1 rea- 
ay; on the firſt and Hfteenth, and I only ſuffered che 
feſt of Auguſt to afs, becauſe Lwould not irijure the 
"worthy Major" Pfuhl, who Rad treated; me: with more 
compa hon than his comrades, and-whole day of viſit- 


Aton it was. On the ſtftecnth 1 e % fly. 


This reſolutſon formed, I waited i nxious ek petta- 


tion of the day, whenca'new,, and again-moſt remark- 


ee of accidents! ha 75 . A 
An alarm of n þ 00 major of ths day 
di air in haſte to he therefore commit- 


ter coming to 


man like Sohell pn. Alas 1: Sir, anſwered I, 


but on] bad courage enough for ſo de 
Alte ! Money I have diſtributed freely, hut Have 


acc ed lite Weiß b e ee Me Sh > 
Money ho do you obtain money im this dun- 
9 cron From a ſecret correſpondent at Vi 


whom Lum ſtilEfupplied. . f Iban ſerve yvu, 


the licutenant. At firſt lie refuſed, but” at len Jy Aa 
Nev, them, with * He left an 


3 | 2 ; „ : 
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rurn, pretended to Hut the door; and 12 t his word. 
He now avowed debt obliged. him to de ert; that this 
had long been his determination, and that, eould he 


aſſiſt me, at the ſame: time was ready atrd 2 
Thad only toſhew how this might be effelked. 

We continued two! hours in conference; a' 9 
was ſoon formed, approved, and almoſt u certsinty of 
ſucceſs demonfirate 5 eſpecially , when'4'toid him 1 


had two horſes in — We vowed eternal friend- 
ſhip; Lgabe Him ff di 
never before been ts. rich; his Whole debts, Which 


tiomat ducuts, Aid lte had 


would Splige bim to deſert, not amounting ts more 

than two hundred rix-dollars, Which, However, he 

never could have diſcharged out of his pay. e 
He Was to prepare four keys, that Were to reſemble. 


thoſe of my dungeon; the latter were to be exchanged 
on the day of Might, being kept in the guard- room 
while the major Was with Genet! Walrabe. He was 


to give the grenadiers on guard leave of abſence for 


Tome: hours, or” end them into the town on various 


pretences. The centinels at the gate he Was to call 
from their duty, and thoſe placed over me were to be 
ſent into my dungeon, wlede away my bed; while 
encumbered with this, I was to ſpring out, and lock 


them in, after Which we were to mourt our 'horles, 


kept ready, and ride full ſpeed to Gummern. Every 


thing was to be prepared within a week, hen he was 


again to mount guard. We had ſcarcely fully formed 
our Projects before the centinels called, the major Was 
coming 3” he, accordingly, haſtily bärred up: _ doors, 


and the major paſſed to general Welrabe. 1 


No man now Was happier than myſelf, tow TI was 
in a dungeon; My hopes of eſcape were triple? the 
mediation! at Berlin, "the mine I 1 n and 2 
new friend, the licete anti e ; 

Intoxicated with hope and 357 then; en Mons 


my mind ought to have been cool and Clear, ſeemed 

to have loſt my underſtanding. . Teame to a reſolu- 

tion Which will appear, to every reaſonable man, ex- 

| travagant, abſurd; awe „ IWas vain enough 
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ſtupid enough, mad enough, to form the deſign of 


caſting myſelf on the generoſity and magnanimſty of 
the Great Frederic { Should this fail, I in thought 
my lieutenant a certain ſayjour. | 5 


Having heated my imagination 3 this, lamenta- 


ble ſcheme, I expected the N of viſitation with 


anxiety. he major entered; I 2 him thus: 
„% Iknow, ſir, che gteat Prince F inand is again in 
„ Magdeburg. i new friend had told me this,) 
He pleaſedqo inform him that he may? firlh...examine 
my riſon, double the centinels, and after ward. give 
© me his commands, Rating at What hour it will pleaſe 
e him I ſhould: make my appearance, in per foct frec- 
« dom, on the glacis of Rloſterbergen. Ife prove 
1 myſelf. capable of this, I then hope for the protec- 
tion of Prince Ferdinand; and that he will relate 
my proceeding to the Ringe Who may thereby be 
«bh convinced of my; innocence, and the perfekt C4 


BY gt? 


The major Was aſtoniſhed; Gippoſed my:brain turn 
ed. The propoſal he held to be: ridiculous, and the 
performance impeſſible. I, however, ns he 
rode to town; and returned with the b:governor, 
Reichmann; the-town+major, Riding-;-and. the major 
of inſpection. The anſwer they delivered Was Tbat 
the Prince promiſed me his protection, the King's fa- 
vour, and a certain releaſe from my chains, qhould! 
prove the truth of my aſſertion; I required they 
would appoint a time; chey ridiculed the thing 2s 
impoſſible, and at laſt ſaid that it would be ſufficient 
could I only prove the pratticability of ſuch a ſcheme 
but, ſhould I refuſe, they ud immediately break up 
the whole flooring, and place centinels in my dun- 


geon night and day; adding, the e ee 
admit of any actual breaking out. 


After the moſt ſolemn promiſes of — faith, I; im- 


mediately diſincumbered myſelf of my chains, raiſed 
up my flooring, gave them my arms and implements, 
and alſo two keys, that my friends had procured me, 


0 the doors of the; ene Nu 1 
V 
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ry I. defired them to enter, andi ſound, with their 
ſword.-hilts, at the, place through which I was; to 


further deſoribed thgiroad I was to;take through the 
gallery, informed chat two of the doors had not 
been ſhut . for fix months, and to the others they al- 
ready had the keys; adding, I had; horſes: read) at 
the glacis, that would be immediately ready; the ſta - 
bles for which were unknown to them. 
They went, examined, returned, put queſtions, 
which I anſwered with as much preciſion as theengi- 
neer could have done Who built the, Star-Fort. They 
left me with ſeeming. friendſhip, continued away a- 


bout an haur, came back, told me the prince was 


aſtoniſhed; at. what he, had heard, that he wiſhed me 


all happineſs, and then took me, unfettered, ; to the 


guard-houſe. The major came in the evening, treat- 
ed us with a ſumptuous ſupper; aſſured me every 
thing would happen to my wiſhes, and that, Prince 
Ferdinand had already, written to Berlin. e 
. The guard was reinforced next day. Iwo grena- 
diers entered the officer's. room as centinels,. The 
whole guard loaded with ball before my eyes, the 
draw bridges were raiſed in open day, and precautiong 
were taken as if it were ſuppoſed I intended to make 
atlempts; as deſperate as thoſe: I had made at Glatz. 
I naw. ſaw numerous workmen; employed on, my 
dungeon, and carts bringing, quarry-ſtones, The offi - 
cars on/ guard behaved With great kindneſs, kept a 


good table, at Which I ate, but two centinels, and 


an under officer, never quitted the guard- room. Con- 
verſation was very cautious, and this, continued; five 


or ſix, days: At length it was my new friend, the 
lieutenant's, turn to mount guards he appeared to be 


as friendly as formerly, but con ſorence Was difficult : 
Ile, however, found an opportunity to expreſs: his 
aſtoniſhment at my ill: timed diſcoyery, told; me the 


prince knew nothing of the affair, and that the re- 


ort Banggg through the garxiſon was, I had. 
been en ſurpriſed in making a ne attempt. cod 
i | ; . I now 


. . 


P 


8 ff E 5 


at my friend, this pete» Hat Been med 59 y 
reliance on his 'promife, He lamented 'my miſtake, 
but affirmed” himſelf ill the e My courage 
ſtrengthened, and I vowed vat Ace again ſt e 
mean conduct of the fub-governior: „„ ad 
My dungeon Was completed in about a week. The 
e e and major of the day re. conducted me to 
My foot only was chained to the wall, but with 


lake eden as ſtrong as formerly; ; "_ e remainder of 


ny irons were never after added. , res ne 
luſtead of flooring, the dungs 4 Was paved with 


huge flag ſtones, ' The priſon Was made impenetrable. 


That part of my money only was faved which T had 


concealed in the pannels of the door, and the chim- 


ney of the ſtove ; fome thirty louis ors, one? a- 


bout my clothes, were taken from mes £ 


While the fmith was fiveting my chains, I ad- 


creſſed: myſelf to the ſub- governor. Is this the 


e conſequence'of the pledged honour of the Prince 7 
Has the magnanimity of my condutt deſerved ſuch 
treatment ? But think not you deceive me, I am 
N with the falſe reports that have been 

© fpread'; the truth will feon come to fight, and the 
unworthy be put to ſhame. Nay, I now foretell 


yu, Trenck ſhalt: not be much longer in your 


© power ; for, were yeu to build your tomgeon of 


„feel, 5 would ſtilt be inſufficient to contai me?“ 


| They ſmiled at my threats. Reichmann, haweres, N 


de ſired me to take courage, and fai might,” preba- 
bly; foorr obtain my freedom after a proper manner. 
My firm rehanee' on my friend, -the hentenant, oth 
me, inſtead of appearing funken and deſpondent, a 
degree of confidence that amaze® them all. 


t is here neceſſaty farther to explain this affair. 


When I: had ebtained my. liberty, I viſited” Prince 
Ferdinand, at Brunſwick, He informed me the ma- 
jors had not made a true report, 


being afraid of repz 


rimand for their own. carelefinefs. Their ſtory was, 
they had caught me-at work, and, We it not been for 
their 
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their 1 anti neez 1 ſhould certainly have made 
ri 


my e ſcape. Prince Ferd inarid heard the truth. ſome, 
time after, and informed the King, who, from that 
time, only waited a favourable opportunity, to reſtore 
me to liberty. 

Such is the, wal, the, world,! Such dhe. manner 
in which the le ou: 
often painted as, in kütt ere the. fully lacribce 
of my on n pole ſe who guarded. me, were. a- 
ſhamed of their, neglect, and, to avoid re rimand, 
which would not effectually have. W any of. 
them, was I again. led to my flaughter-houſe, Such 
has been th Ne Gupugh life, of many noble under- 
takings ; * 3 other s have taken advantage of my 
too greek; Pi r 8 oh heart, and Pace ane o 


emſely | 
On 225 9 ol L immured, ee in my * 3 


, * 
* # $7. MY 2 » Ris 
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rs 
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more, n e not, b 5 at gc, de had 
left the corps of grenadiers, and therefore was no 
longer to mount guard at the Star-Fort. Whether 
hne was afraid, repented his engagement, or that the 
hundred. ducats had procured him better proſpetts, 1 
neither know, nor ever, wiſh to Know. Should he 
ever read this book, and ſhould he really have de- 

ceived me, let him alſo read that he has my hearty 
forgivenels, and that I applaud myſelf for never. hav- 
ing ſaid any thing by Which he might be injured. 

Others, perhaps, Weſgg, thus deſerted by ] him in mis- 


fortune, after ſo, many proteſtations, aud conde- 
ſcending to receive money, would have been more 
e He might, havi ing paid his debts, rapent 
his Fi IE W have truſted another friend 


* th 
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longer i in affliction, "do! abled 


= appea at to all who 


* 


with the enterp rife, 243 Have been kimfelf betrayed; 

but, be it as it 57 his abſence cut off all hope. pt 
T bitterly now 'repented my folly and untimely 

vanity : Melancholy ſeized my mind; I had brought 


my misfortunes on myſelf. gf hen. 1 had remabved 


every, impediment, the, confidence 1 laced i in. the 
honour of man Again, Plung ed me 4 tix months 
hes del pair. 1 had my- 
ſelf rendered my ungeon ſmpeb ne Death 


would have followed but for the e 1 Placed 
Ka the court of Vienna. 


The officers ſoon bd the Teſs of- my accuſtom- 


ed fortitude, and gloomy thoughtfulnefs. I was leſs. 


induſtrious on my cups; the verſes 1 rote were 


* deſponding. The only comfort they could give was, 


'#;; 
1 Fatience, dear Trenck ; your condition cannot be 


& worſe ; the King may not live for, ever.“ Small 
Wnſolation this. Were I lick, they told me I then 
might hope my fufferings would foon have an end. 
If f recovered, * they pitied me, and lamented their 
, continuance," What man of my rank and expedcta- 
tions Ever endured what” > 5 Have endured, Ever was 
treated as T have been treated r N 

Peace had been concluded nine months. I Ws 
forgotten. At, laſt, however, when 3 fu pores _ 
hope loſt, the 24th, of December, and 1 
reg ein. came l. At the hour. of parade Count > Mg 
ben,, Teutenant of the 1 arrived, atid 23 85 op 
orders for n my. releaſe! * 

The fub- gover nor i Pele me wares? in intellekt 
than E really was, and would not too fuddenly tell 
me theſe happy 5 | He. knew not the _picſence 
of minch the. Tortituds, which the: various angers E 
had ſeen” "had made habitual. Self. p WE, offends ; : 
yet never Was too much elated in p olperity, * 

reffeck in adverhity, ;; „ never timid. Or. 2 rmined 


1 


ave known me perſonally, Gr 


bi 


| in the me ment Ne 5 by ; and. for the truth M 


Gtuation 


been h Wicht thoſe 25 have Cen mk ur Lye. 
5 5 ve 5 My | 


r 
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"rs taken 0 


| having found d an opportunity of obtaining my 


a oy: EE, g ROY 


BARON TRENCK, 


=_ 

My doors: for the't LAST ant; refountde@'!. 1 Bei 
people entered: 5 their countenances were more than 
uſually cheerful, and the ſub-governor at their h 4 
at length, ſaid, “ This time, my dear Trenck, 
© the. foyful meſſenger of good news. Prince 1 
«nand has revailed on the King to let your iro 

1 According ly, to wörk wen 
Imith “ You ſhalt al fo,“ continued he, © ha. 
© better apartment.” ee as free then, IS | \ ©; tp 
ce and you are afraid to tell me fo too ſuddenly. 
& Speak f fear not ! 1 can moderate my tranſports,” | 

Then you arc free!“ was the rgply. NEE” 

The fuß- -governor arſt embraced me, and aferward 
his attendants. . *”. 

He aſked me what cloibes 1 would wiſh. Yan. 
feral the uniform of my regiment. The taylor at- 
tended, and took meaſure.) Reichmann told him it 
muſt be made by the morning. The man excuſed 
himſelf, becanfe it was Chriſtmas eve“ So then 
© this gentleman muft remain in his dungeon, be- 
* cauſe it is holiday with you.” The or feng was an- ; 


| ſwered, and promiſed to be ready. 3 00 


The fmith having ended his work, I was N to 
the guard- room; Congr atulations were univerſal, ank 
the town. major adminiſtered the oath. cuſtomary t to 


all State priſoners. | 


1ſt. That 1 ſhould avenge mylelk on no man. 

2dly. That 1 ſhould neither enter the Pruſſian nor 
Saxon States. 

3dly. That 1 ſhould n never relate: by ſpeech, or in 
writing, what had ha pened | to me. 

Athty. Aud that, ſo long as the, King lived, 1 
mould neither fer ve in a civil nor military capacity. ; 

Count Schlieben delivered me à letter krom the im- 
perial miniſter, General Riedt, in Berlin, to the fol- 
lowing. purpert : That be was Heartily | 2 at 
liberty 
from the King; that I muſt cheerfully obey. the — 
quiſitions of een Schlieben, Mr Rey” were to 
e me to Prague. N 


n . 
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with the major of the day and the officers on guar 
with General Walrabe in his priſon, Here this gen» 


. I EE 3 0 
4 . 
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© 1 *.Yes, dear, Trevck,”. ſaid. Schlichen, © Lam to 
conduct you in a covered Waggon through Dreſden - 


\ 


to Prague, with orders not to ſuffer you to ſpeak to 
one on the road, I have received three hun- 


d ducats from General Reidt, to defray the ex.: 


ne of travelling, A Waggon muſt be purcha- 
; but, as all things cannot be prepared to-day,s 

& ſub-governor has determined, we. ſhall depart 
SC A A Eton ties re, 
Having joyfully acquieſced, Count Schlieben re- 


. 


mained with me; the others, after a ſhort converſa- 
tion, returned to the town, and I dined in cord 
? 


tleman died, in 1774, having remained at Magdeburg 


eight and twenty years. His, confinement, however, 


was both deſerved and rendered ſupportable. _ 
Once more at liberty, I walked, about the fortifica- 
tions, to accuſtom myſelf to light and air, and colle&- 
ed. the money, I had concealed in my dungeon, which. 


amounted to about ſeventy ducats. To every, man 
on guard I gave a ducat, to the centinels then on duty, 


over me each three, and ten ducats to be divided a- 
mong the relief- guard. I ſent the officer on guard a 


reſent from Prague, and the remainder of my money 


I beſtowed on the widow of the kind, the honeſt, the 
worthy Gefhardt, - He, poor fellow, was no. more, 


and ſhe had entruſted the ſecret of the thouſand flor- 


ins to a young ſoldier „Who, ſpending too freely, was, 


ſuſpected, betrayed her, and ſhe paſſed two, years in 


the houſe of correction. Gefhardt never received 


any Puniſhment ; he was in the field. Had he left 


en, I ſhould, in duty, have provided for 
the widow of the man who hung him- 


” 


any child; 
them, 


* 


o 


. 


thirty ducats, lent me by Schlieben. 


_ The night was riotqus, the guard made merry, and; 
I paſſed moſt of it in their company. I was viſited 
by all the generals of the garriſon on, Chriſlinas 
morning, for I was not allowed to enter the town. 

e ee eee 
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Boots, uniform, all were ready by by on by it Was 


ſure; but the tumult of my on paſſions, the*con- 
gratulation I received, and the vivacity of every 


_ Wk 


dreſſed, viewed myſelf in in the glafs, and found Plea- | 


thing round me, prevented my 9 IY + =p | 


minutely,”! ar arts "IMS nenn Wire? HAITI? 
How much room for rellectibn did this ſcene 44. 

ford ! My intrinſie worth then, and twenty. our 

hours before, when in priſon, was" the''ſame ; yet, 


how wonderful an alteration in the carriage and coun- 


tenance of thoſe by whom 'T had been fo ftriftly' 


guarded! Ewas/treated with friendſhip, diſtinction, 


attention; and flattery. And why 7 Becaufe thoſe! : 
ſetters had dropt off Which 1 Had ever juſtly borne,” 
Oh World ! what Art thou? What; ranked” in def. 7 


potie States! What is merit, / what virtue, where ar- ö 8 


bitrary power difpoſes of the fate of men? 


Evening came, and“ with it Count Schlieben, a X 


waggorl, 'and fotr poſt-horfes. After a very afleft- 


ing farewel, we departed. Who could” have per- ; 


ſuaded me I mould have ſhed tears at leaving Magde- 


burg ? Yet tears I actually did ſhed. It feems equat- 
ly ſtrange that I lived 5 ten Youre 12 never Taw: : 
| the town. . 5 AF © We 


I ſhalt not weary ihe Tiger's patience With 2 5 


trivial incidents of our jour 20 The exact düratſon 

eburg was nine vears, + 
ve months, and ſome days; : 400 to theſe the feveno 
teen one imprifonment at Glatz, ane the amount” 


of my imprifonment at Ma 


is eleven years. Thus did the prime 'of life, the 
brighteſt hours in the day of man, paſs in imprifen- | 


ment. Thus was 1 tobbed of time, which monarchs 
have not the power to reſtore; thus, too, was 


body weakeried, thus my health impalred, 1 (that 


now in my defines of life, a fecond time, I fuffer in 


the gloom, the damp, and the chains, of the dungeon | 


of Magdeburg eo . 
The aller would now hope, Werbe obtained my 
freedom, that my calawities were all at an end; yet 
o X 290 "VI * bonour, 1 would prefer the 
; en i 


* 
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| ſufferings, of the Star-Fort, to thoſe ] have ſince duc 
red in Auſtria, eſpecially the laſt ſix years, While 
Krügel, and OY Ware my: FSfarmdas ies, and. cura- 
gs n 
It may: nappen chat l may] ublih a third volumia;9 
in which I may more openly and fully relate the 
misfortunes of two, and twenty years, particularly me 
laſt- ſix, ſpent, at Vienna, At this moment, I am 
obliged to be guarged 1 in my expreſſions. . I have al- 
ready put my enemies to ſhame ; but the. hope of 
Nee on this ſide the grave; is vain. No 
rewards: ee on him, who, with, all the oon 
ſciouſneſs of in y, demands, and does not im- 
plore. The facts Pt relate, will. indeed ſeem im- 
. Probable, nay, incredible, yet have I, in my b 
5 Bande i the indiſputable vouchers- of _ verity. 
repeat the words of my preface: 
6 ** Ti my right; hand is guilty of. writing -udtouthesn 
4 6 in boch, may the er e bee e 5 
Emy body, and, in the e of poſterity, may. L : 
ans, a Villain. 
HFaving thus called eder «atontiontolts truth, 
| L proceed with my hiſtory, © | 
On the ad of January I arrived with Count: Schlier | 
ben, ſafely at Prague, and the -ſame- day he delivered 
me to the then governor, the Duke of. e. 
Ile received me With kindneſs and diſtinction; we 
dined Vith him two ſuceeſſtve days, and all e 
Was anxious to ſee a man who had ſurmounted ten, 
years of ſufferings, ſo unheard of as mine. Here I re- 
ceived three thouſand florins, and paid General Riedt 
bis three thouſand. durats, which he had "advanced, 
Count Schlieben, for che expenſes of my journey, the 
1. N 5 N he e ini ee al- 
Fr tr ts Hough 


CEQA 3 
. 


| „ This third 1 the 4 has „ bed. 7 tis 
the third volume of the preſent- tranflation.; hath it i⸗ 

neceſſaty to preſerve - this, and ſimilar paſſages, becauſe 

| ny en, e by zolagh, 2 25 he 2 


. 1 


3 


5 


| \ The expenſe of returning Lalſo, P aid to Schlieben, 


chough he had already received ten thouſand florins WF 


made him a. preſent, and provided myſelf with ſome 
neceſſaries. After xemaining a fe days at Prague, a 
couxier artived from Vienna, to hom it is moſt wor- 
thy of. romark, I was obliged to pay forty floxins, with | 
an order from: government to bring me, under a ſtrang 
guard, from Prague o Vienna. My sſword was de- 
manded; Captain Count. Mela, and two inferior ofh - 
cers entered he gartiage, which,b was obliged to pux - 
| chaſe, in company with me, and: hrought- me ta Vien- 
na. „Look ap a thouſand florins more in Pr ague, 0 
defraythaſe expenſes, and was obliged, in Vienna to 
pay the captain fifty ducats, for travelling charges 
back. W e een en 
Atetresatment like this, what, were the ſenſations of 
my foul.{ I, ought to-have-re-entered Vienna in tti- 
receive his reward; I; on;the;cqotrary,; was brought 
backelik&a;criminal,-was ſent as a priſoner to the bar 
racks, there kept in the chamber of Lieutenant Blon- Th 
bet; with:;arders that I ſhould be ſuffered to Mrite to 6 
no one, ſpeak to no one, without a ticket from the 
counſellors Kempf or Huttner. Iheſe good gentle - 
men, during my impriſonment, had been the admisiſ- 
FE ᷑ hen wn: ad, 
| So remained ſix weeks; at: length the colonel of 
the:regiment of Poniatowſky,the preſent field-marſhal, 
Count Alton, ſpoke to me. I related hat I ſuppoſed 
were the reaſons of my being thus kept ia priſoner in Vi- 
enna; and to the exertions of this worthy man am I in- 
debted that the ahominable intentions of my enemies 
vVvere fruſtratedʒ Which were to have me impriſoned, 
during life, as inſane, in the fortteſs of Glatz. Had 
they once removed me fram Vienna, all had been loſt, 
and I ſhould certainly have-pined away the poor re - 

3 mainder ob my fe in a mad houſe. Vet, when at lib- | 
erty, could I nevor obtain juſtic e againſt theſe men! 
By their means, was the Empreſs peyſuaded that my 
brain was affected, and that I continually uttered th 


__ (blood; burthat(liRitbiotlajned a very dangerells " 
1 Hey added that 1 quandered- my money ſtrangely 7, 
. having taken up, ati diſperſed, four thouſand florins 


; * 
#4. % 
. = 


f E Api 


of * 45 "moſt violent threats a 1 the King of Prize; The 


election of a king of hd Romans was then in agita- 
tion, land the cou wasapprehenifives leſt g with a 


„reh defire of wenge ce, Hhould" act, ſomeching, that 


: might offend the Pfufflan envO. Geheral Riz bhad, 
moreover, been obliged” to promiſe Frederic that! 
' ſhould not be ſuffered to appear-in Vienna, and that 
they ſhould hold a moſt wary eye over mes The Em- 


:  preſs-Queers felt compatſion for my ſuppoled diſeaſe, 


und "aſked if ne 'affiftarice could be affdrded me; tO 
Ahich they anfwered;. I had ſeveral times been. let 


in fix days, at Prague; that it would therefore be 


1 proper to a point curators, or guardians, 10 impeds 
uch eren, Thus do- = 


e wicked utter their 
al ſchoods ! - Thus+ do they (cloudy? and Obſcure the 
throne, making truth inviſible WL; q Ne n 

Count Alton, However, ſpoke of me and my hard 


| deſtiny; to the Counteſs! Paar, miſtreſt of the 'ceremo- 


lady. 


nies to the Em preſs- Queen, a noble mine 


Ihe late Engere, entered the chamber; while I Was 


che ſubje& of diſcourſe, and aſked whether I-never 
Radl any lucid intervals. 4 May it pleaſe your majeſ- 


„en, anſwered, Alton, he has m been ſeven 
; 46 weeks); in cuſtody; at my barricks, endl never ini my 


life meta more reaſonable or more agrecable man. 


=” Fhere muſt be ſomething myſterious in this affair, 


or he could not be treated ds a madman, or ſo rep. 
- 44 reſented at court. That he is not ſo in my one! 1 


* W my honour.” 25 111 . 43 $54 F 44 UP 8 | 
The next day, the eee e 15 Ther, 


grand maker of the Arch:Duke Leopold; to ſpeak to 


me. In him I found a worthy man, an enli htened 


- Philoſopher, and a” lover of his country. To him I 


related how. Thad twice been betrayed, ' ics fold at 


Vienna, during my impriſonmènt; demonſtrated that 

my adminiſtrators lad only acted in this vile manner 

- has adds be: impriſoned. for! life, and wk remain 
5 Ip un 


hy 4 


turbed 


- 


undiſturbed in. 8 of my effects. We cons 
verſed together two hours, during which many things 
were ſaid, that prudence will not permit me here to 
repeat. 1 gained his oonfidence and his heart, and he 
continued my friend till death. He left me, promiſed 
protection, returned the following” _ 0 Pro- 
cured me an audience of the Emperor. © 

I ſpoke with freedom; the audience laſted more 
than an hour. At length the Emperor was ſo moved 
that he roſe from his ſeat; and retired into the next 
apartment; I ſaw the tears drop from his eyes. With 
fompathetic enthuſiaſm; 1 felt at his feet, embraced 
his knees, and wiſhed for the preſence of a Rubens, 
or Apelles, to preſerve a ſcene ſo highly honourable 
to the memory of the monarch, and your the ſenſa- 
tions of an innocent man, imploring the proteftion of 
a great, a- juſt, and a compaiſionate prince. I feel 
myſelf 3 9s to do his memory that juſtice it de- 
ſerves, + Words I had none, but my looks, my tears, 
were indeed e. -The Emperor tore him- - 
ſelf from me, and 1 departed with ſenfations, ſuch as 
only thoſe can know, Who, themſelves being virtuous, 
have, unfortunately, met with: vile and wicked men. 


ka r * 
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r Theill-judging world has called the Emperor Fran- 


E cis, A weak Prince, Te me he ſeems ſoperier to Gr : 
n or Frederic the” Great. That he had a noble mind, 
what I have eited is an irrefragable proof; and, had 
not death robbed me of his protection, then, when he 
ſound me worthy, I thould Teng fince have 2 
the Hungarian eſtates Lhaveinow forever loſt. 
1 returned to my barracks in all the raptures of 
and an order the next day came for 1 releaſe. 1 
went with Count Alton, to the Countefs Paar, who 
deſired to ſee me; and, by her mediation; 1 obtained a” 
private autiiense of the Empreſs, oe rho oh wt 
cannot deſeribhe the Kindneſs of the ſovereign; $ 
how much ſhe pitied my ſufferings, how much ſhe | 
y admired my fortitude.” 1 had not opportunity 0 
peak a word; her profeiſions of pity preventing my 
Rating the juſtneſs of $44 PRO 8 EP mo ſhe was 
PH Sv ws BY e informed 
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informed of all the” vile artifices prafiifediagainitime 
in ene required, however, ſhould mention: ne 
pa e ſhould forgive all my enemies, avoid 
. Ut Pals all the/accourits'sf my admin- 
iftrators: TE ah — De not bomplain 
Kt .* thing,” Lid he, „e but act as I deftfe—-1 
er- her 6 te recompenſed by me 5 
4 deſerve rewald and repofe, and theſe ybu thall? en- 
„Joy What cont do? Iwolt either figr-what- 
ever was given me en. or be ſent to a mad-houſe. 
I received orders to ar õmpatry VI. Piſtrieh e Odun- 
fellor Ziegler: Tiber went; an the next day 
was Ohliged to ligt, zen their proſertcs, the following 
conditions + 8804 Y 19. sh of u um ol bs 
5 Fincher ee e the vill of Trenektto 
* valid. £310 wal $43 5d-blvodt 18d 
| Setondly—That'l- renounced. all claim foiths Sela. 5 
vonian eſtates, relying alone on her Majeſtyisfavgur. | 
| Thirdly—That I. ſolemnly acquitted my aceountants 


> ad curators: And,, ii Vet S0 


Laſtly— That I would not eontinüe in VWien nas | 
What more could have been aſked of wy hail bh. f 
0 Fe? of reward, 'deferved Puniſſiment. 7 
„ This I muſt fign, or languiſh” in a priſon. If ſuch 

be not atbitrary power, what is pp 

So was 1 dealt with © The Empreſs was provented 

acting greatly and nobly, It is an cbernal truth that 
this my "miſtreatment ag Hecaſtoned by my refuſing 
to hear maſs; and that Yiepoilefors of my eftates 
vere under the proteſtionlof Lhe Jeſuits “?:: 

What did 1 feel Hewe did me blood boil while l 
| figned 1 The confidence] had in myſelf aſſured mel 
cculd obtain honouruble employmont in any country 
of Europe, by the exe tion of my talents, the labours 
of my mind, . the faithful recitab of all my woes. 
At thaveime Thad: nd childreni; I therefore little re- 
gretted what 1 Hach ! ure Pape: portion that 
R 1 15 wad #12 „ Doe. * [t £245 WEL ISS T0 8 44 91 Fr 84 2 $i 
oe 1 bee De . Mien tn 1 1531 ; — 
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* n. corfe Hor of the Empreſs was a 7 uit, T. 
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Juſtly diſlatisfied, . 1 „to 1 Auſtria 
eternally. My honeſt Pride Mo nexer ſuffer me, 


8 
4 

J by clandeſtine and inſidious arts, td. b en the. 

A throne. I knew. no ſuch mode of. liciting, tor jult- 

L ice, hence, Was Lan uncqual Zahle my ab ; 

[ hencemy 1111s, hence my mis Sf eric Fa laints, 

1 and appgals40 guſtice, were axtf fullx rep 705 4 

— ſplenetic effuſions, of a man never to 5 25 

counts; of juſtice il had been Lean 2 7 0 

. them were therefore vain indeed, ... — Z 

. My 100 ſenſible heart was: preyed upon, and corro- 

y ded, by the treatment. I met at Vienna. I, who wth — of 
8 ſo murhifortitude, ſuch unſhaken honour, had ſuſfer- I® 

| ed ſo much in the cauſe of Vienna, on whom tbe 
0 eyes of all Germany; were at this time Rxed, to fer 

What 1 reward of theſc ſufferings. +. far 

1 ftom being rewarded, Was again, in this country, kept 

7 a priſoner an delivered over to thole. by? hom 1 

ts had-beenplundered,;as-2,man.inſanc.!r 


Before my intended . my . 
5 fell ill, and ſickneſs almoſt brought meſto the grave. 
a- The Empreſs. hearing of my condition, in her great 
; clemency, ſent one of, her own phyſicians + IE 
h charitable: friar to my aſſiſtance : both of whom 4 
b was at laſt obliged #0; pay. My on doctor would"? 20 4 
id have reſtored meamuch rene This vu 'be - ax. Hon. i] 
at voured, diſ .: ret M i488 9 1 
1g e this time raceived;: anfalicieedy „ major's com- "IP ot 1 
es miſſion, for-whizht was obliged to pay "the fees. Be. 
* ing excluded from 1 title to: me was . 
of little value my nk, in the army had been t 
leaſt equal ten yents before in- othar ſervice, The 
following words; inſerted in my-vommillion, are not 
unworthy. remark - Her Majeſty, in conſequence 
„ fidelity and zeab for: hey ſervice, ſo coiſpicu- 
* ouſly demon ſtrated during a long impriſonment, my 
extraordinary endowments, and exemplary virtues, 
had been-graciouſly pſeaſed to grant me, in the Im- 
% perial ſetvice; the rank of major.“ The rank of 
. . this n why: won not have 
| JOEL n 
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expected either the,rank, of generals or, the, aaſtora; 
tion of my gieat Sclavonian eſtates. T had been fi. 


teen years a captain of cavalry, and. no was I molt 


8 . 10) OUSTI LATED $62 $4 Ioan 
graciouſly made an invalid major] I was made an in- 


valid major three and tweitty years ago, and an inva, 
lid major 1 ſtill gemein J. Let all that has been related 


be called to mind, the Thameful manner in which I had 
been pillage), and.ſo repeatedly betrayed ;\ let Vien- 
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Weed ages. V hot r Pp the heart of the Kone | 
man, ſeize dn the po offions of the orphan. and the 
widow; and wholty expel Virtus out of Auſtria, - be firs 
Cod for ever preſerve alk go fre 
ſuch Judges“! Men of this araftor-r ayer fa 
friends at court, worthy of themſtlves 
of honour's: Chamber mA! * "ſome" fire- 
menial perſon, with minds Well acta oy Get 
who ſhot have the cunning, a at pt ot pe 4 
to ay, as th \of{ e Trenck is kee f 
62 Gr ir : Same Hof eveiyt bin ; ſpeaks « exit” 1 
« of princes: ; is ſtill move than half a; ruflian, in Ts: + 
© heart; denies that che Auſtrian Ulans are capable 
« of a1 | arid cating/the Whole Praffiac army! 
990 4 xe Wee My cart ee at. che remens. 
ranc 4+ A452 . „San . 110 
I rte overed,” f Fough "ay -aiGexice, a Ri! wa TA 
more to'be'6btaihed: | I attended hs levee of Friuce 
Kaulitz. Net Pertönaity Knew to im, he, on bis 
bei, N er, viewed” in me a crawling inftct 
the artet b beneath.” I'thought ſomewhat more 
prou A hought myſt a man; my actions were 
upright, 3 ard {6 mould body be i uitted; 8 
apartment Acid, atlthe doof, was Fi rattilated by tlie 
mercetnary Sthlſs, är. on by goock fortuiie, of Fi, N 
" abtaiſied an a on rd: 46 l 
applied to the geld wat fal, kom hom 1 belt. 
ech this remarkable anſwer f yu carrot. 
„pure kale, my, dear” Trenck, it Will be impollible to 
* admit vou into actual fernt "beſide, au are too 
019 16 ftir oe very agel wantevree? | T was 
then thirtyclevent,” I 15 efly repſzeg, ar ect 
„leney mifenkes my, cherscter; L did nor come to 
© Vienna, to ſerde 4 an eld meſör! My curators 
% have taken 0 Y 'eare'] I f66t4 Have ib money” to 
„pufchaſe; but,” hach 1 millions; I Would: never ob- 
« tain rank: inthe amy by that mode. 8 quitted- the” 


N. 


lat a me- 
moriab te the Empress, Which Hat Treom, might here 
deſerve to be wholly inſerted. I did not re demand 


my” Setenian eſtates, I only 3 .. 
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5 de repaid, which: Count Gr 
from the allodial eſtates, for 
red pandours, 'who! had Kallen in the" ſervice of the 
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| Firſt—Thatthoſe who had: carried off quintals of 
filver and gold, from the premiſes, and had rendered 
no account, either tome or the treaſury, ſhould be 
obliged to refundiat leaſta part. > DITDOULME 5 Sagdatt; 
Secondly— That they rhould be obliged tõ return 
the thirty-ſix thouſand florins, which had been ille- 
gally ſequeſtered from any _—_y inheritance, and ap- 
applied to a Hof ital. 1 26v7 994 * 505 silent 
Thirdiy That the thirty-ſix thouſand flotins might 
falkowitz had dedufted 
Tee thouſand fix hund- 


Empreſs : I not being in juſtice bound to pay for the 
lives of men, out of my private + OR: mn 
| ng jam" in defence of the Empreſsss. 
Fourthly I required that fifteen thoufand forins, 
which had been dedufted from my capital, aud 3 


to the Bohemian fortifications, ſhould likewiſe 
ſtored, together with the 7 thinfand:brhick ad 


been unduly paid to the regiment of Tren ck 
Fifthly— I reclaimed the twelve thouſand flofins, 


hich I had been robbed of at Dantzic, by the treach- 
ery of the Imperial reſident, Abramfon; and public 
FSatisfaQtion from the magiſtracy of Dantzic, who had 
delivered me up, 10 contrary the laws'of Fa 097% 


to the Pruſſian power. | 
Theſe articles, and others, contitbes in N memo- 
rial, were indiſputable claims, not being included in 


the renunciation 1 Rad,, ſome chere been 2 


ed to ſign: 189 9 
I likewiſe cdaimod if Hi ee cnc of fo er 
cent. for the capital of ſeventy- ſix thouſand florins, 
detained. by the Hungarian chamber, awhich would a- 
mount to twerity-thouſand' flgins 3:1 having. been al- 
lewed only five per cent. and at laſt url,. 
„J more particularly inſrſted on the reſtoration! bf 
my Sclavonian eſtates; and a you per allowance for i im- 
provemegts, which the very ſentence of the court had 


granted, and nin eee, 10 8 eee 


Radt, ++ His on miſco 


&% | 
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1 muntegs dle L petitioned an arbitrator; I humbly 
fatiolted: juſtice: concerning incontrovertible rights, 
but nothing I obtained, not ſo much as an anſwer 10 
this and a hundred other ſimilar petitions ! 

I muſtz here ſpoak of my accountants, and of rant 
actions during omg ap” minka I had bought a 
houſe: in »Vienna; in the | year::1pgo;ofituated in the 
Teinfaltſtraſſe; the price v Was W att thouſand florins, 
chirteen thouſand of which L had paid at different in- 
ſtalments. The receipts! were among my writings: 
Theſe writings, together with my other effects, were 


taken from me at Dantzic, in the year 1734. The 


colonel and quarter maſter, and all perſons of the regi- 
ment, of me might require any account, were 


dead, in the interim, nor have I, to this hour, been 
able ſo learn more than that my writings were ſent 


io the adminiſtrators of my affairs at Vienna. With 
reſpett to my horſes, effects, and property at Dantzic, 
in what manner theſe were N of, no one could, 
or would ſay S:4 to t 2 


After bake releaſed from my a at e 


ae I e concerning my houſe, but no longer 


found it. mine. Thoſe hab had gotten poſſeſſion of 


my writings muſt have reſtored the acquittances to the 


ſeller, :conſequently;1he.could re-demand the whole 
ſlum. My houle, however, was in other hands, and I 
was brought in debtor ſix thouſand florins, for intereſt 
and coſts of ſuit. Thus were houſe and money for- 
ever gone, beyond redemption! Whom can I accuſe ? 
Again—I had two years maintained, at my own ex- 
penſe, Lieutenant Schroeder, who had deſerted from 


Glatz, and for whom-I afterwards obtained a captain's 


commiſſion in the guard of Prince Eſterhazy, at Eiſen- 
uct cauſed him to be caſniered 
In my adminiſtrators accounts 


and become a beggar, | 


1 found the following irticle.: 8 


1 


o Captain Schroeder, for capital, intereſt, and 
is of ſuit, ſixteen hundred florins.“ | 
It was certain, I was not a penny indebted to ahi 1 
perſon : 15 * had no redreſs, TY 12 1 
8 ; * 


| hs 5 2 43 9 4.01 E 141 aden gn Al their sc. 
; 7 anch JE? neee Abtpitied: information. cou. 
cerning ae f met; r by accident, as 


he Was Meh's knew him, 
took” him kom or . 1858 on ne "whether Ks 
had ly er 195 Witern Kunerel rin 
eee e val 
u Maul ö I re cen thb t. ) 
Mend erg Bae ee wa oth” egi 
 fetve, me; and, All: Af foils: you,, that youw-wou 


4 give ſomething'to relieve my extteme neceffities.” * 1 
bb arid ſpoke td Pr. Berger ; he agreedÞwe ſhould 
N 8 the ſum, aud His comtivange: was, 1 —_— 
4 oath I Jadlent-yod a thouſand: Aae 6, W 855 
out having. teceivedö y jour note. The Was 
paid me by M. Fraucnberger, e a 1 kt x wy 
(a;prefentiof\Tokay, for Madam Fluter... 
Oh! Excellent! Anis Was the manner in e | 
my curators took care of my proper 1 Mahy! Hhnlar 
iuftances I could/ produce; þ Ae 00, radch agitated - 
by che recolteQion, I mut, however, Tycak u word” 
concerning hond e Weite 
The churt counſellot Kempf, "was my admin 7 


and counſellor Huttn rm it Ca e „ The. üb P 
2 


flitute of Kempf vas Frabe! er, ho, eing obliged“ ” 
td alł as a commiſfsry clerk; ; at” 14 „during the war,” uU 
could, not attend tw affairs at Vienna, "bat: ; appointed? 1 
one Krebs: as 2 ſub⸗ſübſtitute: Whether Mi Krebs . 
bad Wa a-fub-ſubſubſtityte, ee than! 1 atm able 1 
to. 23 | N T 
Doctor Bbrtracller as Kiez mmiſſe gh ; x 
there. was, no: legal Eides Commißim exiſting, Docter . 
Berger, as Fidei commilſiadyoggte, was fuper attend f 
3 and, to em A ties ww were 'to- bs. | c 

a 
Let us now ſcewhat! was the weighty | binelghis 5 
noble company had to tranſact. "NF B24 ſeven . 
thouſand: florins in the Hungarian chamber, the imereſt : 
* N yearly W and added to the” 
* . . g 


found my capital dür icke . 
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4 


capital; ehe their whole em loyment, and this 


was certainly trifling that any honeſt man W 


have e ratis, empl haying, Ne 

a fat capon, wiſhed to pluck it it in company with 

old craney ; he there are. gaye him an office. . The 
war made 18 {carce, and the Ae of bills 
with $I ducats Na a profitab Ar my curators. 
Had it been properly and honeſt HY es 25 199 


certainly 3 found my ae ee hl Nr my 
ten years, impriſonment, Fo ſixiy th florins. . 
laſtead of theſe, 1 1 three. hon 1 pomp at. 


Prague, and nothing more; 2 27 1 572 
St 55 e e * 
raugnberger and erger die rich ; and the ſupe- 
ris being, 112 iged to 4 8 ag. hom he, .ha 2 
9 25 31 reg 4; Taye be eternally ronflogs. 48 A 
NEE Goon eſt. rel 7 a Ihould h ave been 
OE a rogie. is 18 tl he clue to 15 acquittal, L. 
Was e to ign adam R 
time, à lady of the 9 0 at. court; ſhe could. 
LI 7 her wry BCP e ins 


approa h'the th; 
ited, "uy frac 11 


profs, inform 2b her 175 Were, ee ee bat 
not recom 
thouſand re 4 e 11 7 | The! 0 laid 
an ivterdi on. the 


E 7 > © 7 


of Kr I . receive, A mY hone WY by Ro 
the above intetdict; the, Fidet a 


ommiſſum, and admipil- 
tratorſhip. -Of. all. theſe EX; 0 ions, none ſo nearly, TS 
ſo much affected me, As that. of, being obliged to pre- 


ſent four thouſand florins to. the man by whom my 
affaj 


ad been thus adminiſtered. RY 

F preſs indeed, during my ficknels, ordered, 
as aft fpecial favour, that my captain's. pay, during 
=p ten an imprilonment, ul be given me, a 
mounting 


mounting to eight nn 
alfo ſettied on me as a penſions |; By this pen ſton, 
however, I never-prafited ; for during twenty. chree 
„ that and more was fwallowed by journies to 
ienna, chicanery . of.courtiers,..,agents,. advocates, 
5 mare coſts of ſuit. Of the eight thouſand Hlorins, three 
2 ere ftolen- during: my illneſa; the .court- 
— © be paid thrice. as much. as another, and What re · 
mained,: en was; ſunk in the prepara» 
tions, I' made, to. it fortune elſewhers:-,-.1 had, 
beſide, eight th * to repay, which had 
been advanced oy my friends While in my; dungeon; 3 
four thouſand of which were 00 to General: Riedt 
at Berlin. „ ant r te 331 
Thus haue. I 1550 1 5 poor that l have nev · 
ar been able to repaꝝ my, ſiſter's children the money 
their mother advanced, while my kind friends, at. Var 
enna, have digniſiec m wien e natd of a diſcon- 
tented Bath. 5,327 tet $1} 9 esto var by 
How far my captain's bey was maten. of right;.or 
matter of favour, let the world judge, being tat l 
went in the ſervice of Vienna tô the oity of Dantzts, 
Neither did this reſtitution [of pay equal the: ſum (I 
had. ſent the imperial miniſter 40; obtain my ſteadom. 
It has been aſſerted the Empteſs delivered, me from 
impriſonment. But no, poſitively. denlare the cum · 
trary. I remained. nine months in my durigeon after 
the articles were ſigned, unthought of and, when 
mentioned, by the, Auſtrians} the. King. had:1wice.re- 
Jetted the propel; 
actually happened as follows, according to the account 
EFreceived from their royal hig Daedbe Prince Henry, 
Prince. Ferdinand of: . and, particularly, 


from the miniſter, Count Hertaberg. Generali Rindt 


hadi received: my ten thoufandꝭ florins fulbſix months; 
and ſeemed to remember me and my impriſonment. xo 


more. One Gala day however; on tie 2 1g * 


cember, the King: happened to de in an etui 
od humour, and her wajeſty he Queen Ae 
eee * monarch, ad. 1 


al of my being ſet free. | Ther affair 


TT we cum WW 4 "EF nr r * TT 
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penel iter. This is u fit nity for you 
«4.0 ſpeale in hehalf of Tvenck? De 
wifes his time, did ſpeuk, and the Wing 7 
664 Fan va YOU vt 46% RIOT. 5 u a, 1 | 
of the whole compan "a od o 
that! bao be Mike! Great, was offent 2 e 
Otter i circumſtances herring woah on 
his affair) che reader Vilkeatly eotlect from my hiſs 
tory. That there were perfons in Vienna who carr 
eſtly deſtred to detain me in priſon is indubitable, 
— their proceedings after my return. My friends 
at Bertin, my d enertieng; and my money, were 
deere nalen eee e ankle 
For ſome wake after I firſt obtained my Fhvadoln 1 
was generally abſent in mind, and deep in thought. 
This: was à habit J had acquired in priſon, and the 
cbjebts. of fight 2 but as che viflens ef ſtee p. I 
often ſtoppec du the ſtrects, ſtared around me, donbts 
ed my oπ)n exiſtence, and bit my anger, in order to 
convince. yfelf Iwas really awake and alive. 
—— inſignificant, does the poor pa- 
— o greatneſs appear to me at this time! A 
thouſknaipeople; 2 bedecked in all their ne- 
a wait m_—_— the appearance of fome extraordi- 
doors are thrown open!] An 
elderly . 0 Gxaciouſſy ſmiles; and every 
body. muoſt humbly ſmiles alſo! She aſks a few queſ- 
tions, concerning the wind and weather, of an old 


prieſt in a red cap and ſtock ings, then addrefſes her 
felf: to an inſignificant Eſop, on on Whom all eagerly 


preſs: forward to fawn . The- good Lady retires, and 
the hubbub of the ſynagogue enſues; and this is call | 
ed alevee-!} Nor to thisfublime honour may men of 
Joneſt hearts, the friends of virtue, or their coun- 


try, find admittance : They heve not the proper key, 


on 


having it, hold it in contempt.” Oh, man! What 
gu when called great and honoutable'! What 


art ts, What thy dreams! Doſt thou call 


thyſelP* mat of reaſon, a philoſopher What doſt 
thou then W By ane ey ve long been a- 


voided, Walking 


© 
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Walking round the ramparts of — having 
nas, ee ſickneſs, the vivifying f. * 
the broad expanſe of heaven, inſpired a den ciouſ- 
neſs of preſent freedom and of pleaſure indeſeribable. 
I heard the morning ſong of the lark. My heart 'pal- 
pitated, my pulſe quickened, the blood triekled 
through my veins 5 delight, for I felt I was a man, 
and recollefted 1 was-not in chains. Happy, ſaid I, 
what may, I fear not futurity. ſo long as my: feet, m 
will, and my heart, are free, and, like yonder lark, I 
can remove from land to land. My ſoul poured forth 
its thankfulneſs for this conſciouſneſs of freedom, and 
determined to fly Vienna, and ſcck. ſome. corner of 
the world where virtue has nothing to fear from the 
tongues of ſlanderers, the commands of courts, or the 
arbitrary will of monarchs. | 

Tf I went into any large companies, their prattle ſo 
diſtracted my mind, and the lights ſot over powered 
my eyes, that I returned home with head- ach, laſſi- 
tude, and melancholy. 


An accident happened which ee. my project | 


| Marſhal Laudohn was going to Aix la Chappelle, to 
take the waters, I had always perſonally honoured 
and loved this general when, he was no more than a 
captain of pandours in my couſin's regiment. He 
went to take his leave of the Counteſs Paar: I was 
preſent, the Empreſs entered the chamber, and, the 
converſation turning on-Laudohn's journey, ſaid to 
me, © The baths, alſo, are neceſſary to the re eſtabliſh- 
ment of your health, Trenck.” I was ready, and 
followed him in two days, where we vamainen about 
three months. 
| Here we were ſtared at as Runge e All the 
world wiſhed to ſee him becauſe of his fame in War, 
and me becauſe of my ſufferings. The ſociety of this 
worthy general poured- balm into my ounded foul. 
He was as well acquainted with Vienna as nigelf. 
his fortitude and magnanimity had con 
mies. What he was he had made hi pang 2 7 
The mode of life at Alx la C hapelle and Spa pleaſed 


5 me, where men of all nations mect, and where princes 


ar® 
* 


S 


nc. 8-1. .. 


hy = © 


are obliged to mingle with perſo 


— — „ 
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ns of all ranks, if they 
wiſh to ſeek converſation, and would- not zenduncs ; 


ſociety. One day, here,-procured me more pleaſure, 


eſteem; and friendſhip, than a Whole life in Menn. 

I ſcarcely had remained here a month befbre my 
ever good friend, the Counteſs: Paar, wrote to me 
that the Empreſs had provided for me, and would 
make my fortune as ſoon as Lefhoifid return to Vien- 
na, Jendeavoured, by my agents, to difcover in what 
this good fortune confi ſtea, but ineffectually. I hoped 
cvery thing from the Empreſs, WhO well knew my 
hard deſtiny. The death of the Emperor Francis at 
Inſpruck, oecaſtoned the return of General Laadohu, 
and I followed him, on foot, to hr 9] | 

By means of the Counteſs Paar? Lobtained an au- N 
dience in a few days. The Empfeſs received me gra- 
ciouſly, and ſaid to me, © I will prove to you, Trenck, 
© that I keep my word, Ihave inſured your for- 
* tune; Iwill give you a rich and prudent wife.“ 
1 replied, ** Moft gratious Sovereign, I cannot de- 
** termine to marty, „and, if I could, my choice is al- 
8 ready made, at Alx la Chapelle.“ “ How! are 

you married then? Not, yet, pleaſe your Maj- 


Us * eſt; „ Are you promiſed?“ « ves. Well, 


„well, no matter for that, I Will täke care of that af 7 
„fair; I am determined on marrying/you-to' the rich 
© widow of M———, and ſhe approves my choice. 
** She is a very good kind of woman, and has fifty 
* thouſand Horins a year, You arcan want of ſuch-, a 

* wie.” | 

I was atwnider-ſtrdck,” This Yovity price Was an 
old canting hypocrite, of {rxty-three, extremely eovet- 
ous, and a termagant. I anſwered, I muſt frankly - 
* ſpeak truth-tor your; Majeſty ; Icannot conſent, did 
* ſhe poſſeſs the treaſures of the whole earth. I fell” 
happineſs, and not miſery, I have made my choice, 
„and g en my wort of honour, which, as an honeſt 
man iſe not break.“ The angry Empreſs re- 
gar ded me with contempt, and faid, * Your unhappi- 

*.nels is your: own work, Act as you think proper; 

'* Lhave 
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«.] have done.“ Here my audience ended, and, thus 


diſmiſſed, I bade an eternal _ to any thaps ofore- | 


ward Wer empreſſes and Kings OF g H 11 6 3. * \ 

Had ] been inelined ee * Forturts by marry- 
ing an old woman, I might long before, in 175 50, have 
married one in Holland, worth. three millions. This 
propoſal was to recom jenſe- me for che loſs) of my 
Sclavonian eſtates, andall my other innumerable af. 
flictions. Compliance was, moreover, impoſſible; I 
was beloved in Aiat la Chapelle, where mutual affec- 
tion, reaſon, beauty, worth, and an vnalted: winde all 
promiſed future happineſs. 739 held 

I was not actually affianced at that time to my pref. 


ent wife, but love determined me to 'roturily dor 


rove an intimacy ſo far advanced. 

Marſhal Laudohn knew my alineſs 3 and W 
ah match. He was acquainted with my heart, and 
the warmth of my paſſions, perceived I could not con- 
quer the ſecret deſire of vengeance on men, by whom 


I had been ſo cruelly, ſo wickedly treated. He, and 


my friend; Profeſſor Gellert, whom I viſited at Leip- 
fic; both adviſed me to take this mode:of calming-pal- 


 deapthatioten inſpired;projetts too vaſt, and that, 


NHeeking tranquillity, 51 g . the ee of the 
reat. 
* This friendly FAST Ty WAS F hy. _ iſe. 
A returned to Aix la Chapelle, in December, 1768, 
555 married ite youngeſt daughter of the former Bur- 
maſter De Broc. Ile zwas dead: He had lived on 
is own eſtate at Bruſſels, where my wife was, born, 
* educated. He had been called to this -honoura- 
ble office, by the unanimous voice of the citizens of 
Aix la Chapelle. He as the deſcendant, of an an- 
cient and noble family, in the province of Artois ; 


and ſome of his predeceſſors, Who poſſeſſed eſtates 


near Aix la Chapelle, had, I know not for what rea- 
fon, accepted the dignity: of knights of the {R 
Empire. My wife's mother was filter to the 


Chancellor of nne "Haven Radenths Lord ws 
FRO 1 


laude 13.5 1 


Led „ A as . 


and unreſerve, the oblervations Ih 
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nt is not generally known at Vienna, that one of the 
two Burgomaſters of Aix la Chapelle muſt always he 
elected from a noble family, and the other from the 
citizens. My children, therefore, can prove their de- 
ſcent to be noble, both by the male and female line. 
My wife has been with me in moſt parts of Europe, 
where ſhe has always been eſteemed as ſhe deſerved. 
She then was young, handfome; worthy! and virtuous, | 


has borne me eleven children all of whom ſhe has 


nurſed herfelf; eight of them are ſtill living and have 


been properly ed ucated. God grant I, may be ena- 


bled ever to provide for her as ſhe de ſerves, and as is 
my duty. Iwo and twenty years has the borne a 
part in all my ſufferings, and well deſerves reward. 
During my late ſhort: abode at Vienna, I made one 


effort more,; I ſought an audienee from the pre fert 
Emperor Jabel, related all that had happened to me, 


and particularly remarked ſuch defects as I had ob- 
ferved in the government and regulations of the 


_ country. - He gave me an attentive hearing, proved 


bis deſire to inereaſe the happineſs of his people, and 
commanded me to commit my thoughts to writing. 
This IJ accordingly performed, ſtating, with preciſion 
| 5 made on affairs, 
civil, military, and economical. OE eee, 
Might J publiſh chis writing, I am perſuaded it 
would do me no diſhonour, but, on the contrary, ſhew 
the monarch has, long fince; profited, by many of the 
improvements therein ſuggeſted. My memorial was 


gracioufly received; all I petitioned for. was ſecreſy, FEES 
having therein named ſeveral: perſons, who were a- 


gain capable of making me wretched. 1, farther, gave 
a more ample account of what had happened to me in 


various countries, and which prudence has occaſioned | 


me to expreſs more cautiouſly and darkly in theſe pa- 


ges. My memorial, though graciouſly. received, pro- 


Y 


duced. no effect, and I haſtened back to Aix la Cha- 


pe. 88 
For ſome few years, I lived here in peace; my 
bouſe was the rendezvous of the firſt peeple, who 


HRT: . came 


296 ip? E IT E on. 


came to take the waters. *Fbepan to be more/known, 
and every where procured ray 1 7 en A n 
very ſirſt and beſt people. RE 
Falſo vifted Profeflör Gellert at Leipfle; ſhewed 
15 my manuſcripts, and aſked his advice, eoncern- 
ing what branch of literature he thought if Was proba- 
hie might beſt fur ceed in. He moſt approved ty 
lables and tales, but blamed the exceſſive freedom, 
with which 1 fi poke, in my politieab Writings. I ne- 
glected his advice; and many Fare e . Re were 


e > 


the analen terer 1044 FIR 


1 doch this ofpottabie of te: to the! ene 
monarch at Vienna. Though publiflied in my writ- 
ings, under che title of Beliſavius to the Emperor Jul- 
tian, I think it neceſfary to inſert what follows Here. 
+ Your Majeſty i is informed of my marriages” M. 
wife has borne-me- a fon, whom I. have chriftened 
„ foleph. The imperial chamberlain, Calenel and 
Baron Rippenda, ſtood ſponſor, by proxy, for your 
Majeſty.. This was done without firſt obtaining 
er your Majeſty's. confent. ' I' flattered myfelf your 
5. Majeſty would gracioufly be pleaſed, thus far, to 
Honour me, knowing my loyalty, and my miskor- 
© tunes, It is, indeed, my hope, that my condutt will. 
5: procure- from your Majeſty a more happy futurity. 
by This fon Ifhall educate in the fame loyal -peTnciples, 
and, rather than depart from them, he wall bibe | 
6 Folton from his mgthef w. breaſt. 
Moſt gracious Emperor, white 1 ive he will be 
< provided for, but at my death, then muſt he ſay to 
++ his ſovereign, I am the fon, and. zi ghtful heir of 
„ both the Trencks, whofe lands and —— bave 
been ſeized by ſtrangers and aliens. I look up to 
yau, gracious: Sovereign, as a protebting Deity for 
0 "my poor children. May your Majeſty participate 
* my joy, and graciouſty welcome this new citizen of 
the world. May it alfo pleaſe you to inform me 
& whether it be your gracious 8 I ſhould far- 
105 hr preſent: ray. * in writing, for your high, 
e 


1 


1 


& inſtead Vienna. Continue to, ſen 


c 


97 «ink zeftion. My. enemies at Vienna daily increaſe 
rength, but on Tear ſovereign protection I rely, 

6 4231 whatever may be my fate, ſhall moſt faithfully 

« and. eternally remain the loyal, ſervant of my Empe- 
* ror.and my country,. % TRENC RK. 

1 have at preſent my any, for inſerting the fol- 


lowing aue Which was written by.the Emperor 5 


own hand, and i 185 ſtillin my, Poſſeſſion. : 15 fiis eier 
Hear Major Trenci, % Laljut us - 


I am. well, pleaſed. that you. have; chriſtened. your 


« ſon Joſeph, and have choſen Colonel, Rippenda as 
* my, er As a-proof of, my good withes, toward 
«© yOU,,. I have, for manifeſt reaſans, ordered that, 
bs henceforth, you. ſhall receive your 5 ay at Bruflels, | 

me, your writ- 
"URS am, pleaſed to be informed of the truth; but 


« they. will, give me more Ae dn ſhould you. ſend 


% them fimple and una. e than in their mer 
40 eee Lb ien iT fat | 
7 40t * Jam yours, 1 ee | 15 81 
5 £4085 EPH en ee 

16 non afterward, received. 5 to 3 0 
5A Majeſty's private ſecretary, Baron Roder; what 
this correſpondence Ways maſt get here be, told.; Suf. 
fice it to Jay, my attempts to ſerve my country were 


5 fruſtratedʒ I law, defetts.. too cleally, ſpake my 


thoughts.t69. frankly, . aud. wanted Juflicient, humility 


ever. to obtain Kaen 01 


In the year. 1767, 7 0-3 the, 8 "Hero, 


which, begame as famous throughout, all Germany as 


my Euten/piegel... (The. Malicious. Wag) The Poem 


did me honour, but entailed; New, Fe ee NEL. 
having, wrote it, I. never. could repent, 2 I have. bad 


the honour of Preſenting. it 10 hve. reiguipg Princes, 
by none of whom, it has, bean burnt., The Empreſs 


alone, vias khighlzs ge IL had ſpoken: as Nathan 


did iq David, and the, Jeſ 55 BOK enz Vader a 

enemies. 
The followi ing vile 11 Was Paved ma in the 5-4 
1268. 4 ſr 1 5 Brudels, was.commiltoned to ro. 
ö 2 0 Cee: 


} _— 
* 
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ceĩve my quarterly pay from whom. I learnt: an inten- 
dict had been laid upon it by the court called Haf- 
kriegſrath, at Vienna, in which had been condemn- 
ed to pay a note of feven dee n de 111. 
with fourteen, Years intereſt. 
Buſſy Was a known Hvindler.. 1 was he NESS no. 
man on. earth had any, ſugh claim :. I therefore Jour- 
neyed, poſt-hafte, to, Vienna. No hearing;. nd fativ. 
factory account was ta be obtained... The anfwer was: : 
Res jam judicata eft-; ſentenco i is pal Marea all kur- 
* attempts are too late. 

e to the Emperor foleph. POET} macken, | 

my head, to prove the falhfication of this note; 

55 intreated a reviſion of the cauſe. My requeſt 
was granted, and my atterney, Weyhrauch, Was an: 
upright man. When he began to ſpeak, and re- 
queſt a; day of reviſion, to be appointed, he Was 
threatened to be committed by the referendary, Zettoy. 
mould he undertake to interfere and defend The 


affairs of Trenck, He anſwered, firmly, „Ilis de- 
* fence is my. buſineſs. in this place aL, know my: 


*%.caufe tobe good,” Silence Was. impaſed, and nothe 


ing further done. 5 


Four, months. did "Boas e in Waasen the 
day was appointed to reviſe this eauſe,, It: now ap- 


neared. evidently there v ere eraſures and holes throu he 


the paper, in three places: All. in court were con- 


vinced the claim ought to be annulled, and the clai-- 


mant puniſhed, Zetto, notwithſtanding, ordeted-the- 
tie ww, and then ſo managed that the 
judges reſolved, the caſe-rauſt, be again n the: 


court, with formal written. proofs, 


This gave time for new-knaverys I was. obliged to 


return. to. Aix la Chapelle, and four. years: elapſed be- 


fore this affair, clear asthe meridian fun, was decided. 
Two. priefts, 1 in the. interim, WhO were ſuch as, father 


confelfors to convents. ufually are, took fal fe oaths chat 
they, had actually ſeen me receive: the money. At 


length, however, I proved that the note was. Gated a 


year after I had been. impriſoned at Magdeburg, I. 


; Conſequently, 


— 
4 
Py 
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. 1 


y, farther, my att6rney' proved the very writs of” 


 eonſe que atly, could hot glos any fuck rote in Viewn,. 
Nay, f 


the court had likewiſebeen falfified; Zeito, the ref. 
erendary, arid/Bufly, were abfolütely che Torgers, but 


L happened to be too ative, and my attorney too Bon- 
oſt, to loſe this caufe. I Was obligec to make three 
very expenſivC journies from Aiz te” Chapefte te Vi- 
enna, left judgment ffiould ge by defthft, Sentebed 

at laſt was neceRarily pronounced Tyaitied my cauſe, 
and the note was declared à forgery,” but" the colts, 
amounting to three thoufand five hundred' florins, 1 
was obliged to pay, for Buffy eould. not; nor was he 
corporally puniſhed, though at laſt driven from Views 


na for his Villaineus acts. *Zetto; however, ſtill con- 


tinued referendary, fill” continued; for eighteen years, 
my barbarous perſecutor; till, not Tong lince, he was 


deprived of his office, and condemned to the houſe of 


> « . ＋ 7 %*4 , - 2 ÞÞ 6 4 1 * F at 
correction 121 


< 


ay ne ſueh jndgments ever again be given in 


courts at Vienna; where, perhaps, I am the anly one 


: * 


wphoſe perſeveranee and courage would Bave demon- 


8 . . +> cr 4 - reer > 
ſtrated their juſtice.” But this perfeverance, this, 
courage, have made theſe courts my enemies, as naue 
ſince bitterly experienced.” Too late was Zetto 17 2 

art, 


Blankart, concerning a hunti 
"WIGEE. to him that, on a certain day, he ſhould  repais: 
7 „ 5 e os. cl 1 | of 4 . ö ; 1. 1 ta 
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ever I went, * 31071 A 9 4 ; 10 
The income, I: ſhould 


profit. I, nevertheleſs, remained, be the country in 
which I lived What it would, an honeſt man; one qvhô 
could provide for his on nec ſſities withqut gnean- 
nefs or the favour of courts; one whole acquaintanc 
Was every where eſteemed. In Vienna, alone, was: I 
unſought, unemployed, and obſcure. e. 


1 3 $14 


My love of the chace made me particularly accept- 


- 


able to the Engliſh, Who brought with them their 


” 


on horſes and dogs, to hunt the wolf and wild. boar, 


animals not to be found in their, on countfy, I, in 
return, paſſed whole ſummers at their country ſeats in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, and thus Sbtained a 
thorough knowledge of the nation. 
© The Elector Palatine had granted me a certain ex- 
tent of country in the territory of Juliers, Where I 
gave me permiſſion to kunt where | pleaſed.. To de-: 


ferid this right of hunting was now my duty, and oc: 


t 


caſioned various diſputes ;, theſe, however, were, not 


often determined in courts of law, but, ufually, every 
mn aſſerted his chum with his Word,, Al 0 5 35 4 
One day an accident happened, on this occaſion, 


u lich made me renowned; over the country as a magi- 


eian, as one whom, lead could not penetrate; and Who. 
had power over fogs and douds : 


fly. 5 223 5 ©: . 4.5 ö * * | 
I had a quarrel'with the, P alatine preſident, Baron. 


g. diſtrict, I, therefore, 


w 
4 


— 


; 2 5 3 
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to the ſpot in .difpute, whither I-would-alfo dome, at 
ten in the morning; with {word and piſtol, hoping he 
would there give me ſatisfaction for the affront I had 


received. Hither I went, with two huntſfmen, ard 


two friends, but inſtead of the Baron, was aſtoniſhed 
dente armed peafants afſembled. 
What was to be done p I ſent one f y huntſmen 


to the army of the enemy; informing them that, did 


they-not beat a retreat, I ſhould Pre. It was in the 
month of auguſt, the day was clear and nne, and, ſud- 


deny, a thick and impenetrable fog arofe. My huritſ- 


man returned, with intelligence that, hiving deliver- 
ed his meſſage juft as the fog came on, chefe wn 
heroes had alf run away in the greuteſt frigit. 

T advanced; found nobody, Grell my piece, talked 
my friends and followers, and marehed to the manfion 
of ny adverſary, Where my hunting horn was blown 
in triumph, in his court-yard. The runaway peaſants 
fired at a diftance; but bong ny > pet ns hg ng 


| any aim. W e 


1 taken this. FatisfaRtion) 'Y hem md, 
where 1 falte reports had preceded ne. My wife 
capeliett 1hould” be brought home dead, and that 
many others would be- trained, dura” wed oy: mw leuſt 


miſchief had happened. 


It foon was pr betet aue we country dat 1 


was a Wagictary,” as fog to render myſelf invul- 


nerable, vnd that the trutlr ef this could be juſtiſied by 


| two hundred-eye witnelfes. Alf the menks ef Rig 


la Chapelle; Juliers, and Cologh, publicly preathod * 
concerning me, reviled me, and warned the peopte-20 
deware uf the arch-magicfan and4utheran; Trenck. 
On a future occafion, this belief I turned to matter 
of weriment. I went tochtnt the wolf iu the entet 
ſive ſoreſts of the"county” of Monjeye, and invited thee” 
peaſants and*townfmerito the chace. The: farft d 
we had but little ſport ; toward evening I, and ; 
forty of my followers, vetired to reſt in the bd dur 5 
ing charcoat huts; well provided with wine and brau- 


a «My * <a . eee neceſſary vt 


f . 


262 Tut BI F E os - 


e ſhould all diſcharge your pieces, and load them 2. 
© new, that o- morrow no wolf may eſcape, and that 
none of you may excufe yourſelves on your pieces 
“ miſſing fire.“ The guns were accordingly reload- 
ed, and placed in a ſeparate chamber, after which they 
began to eat, drink, and dance. While they were 
merry- making, my huntſman privately went into this 


chamber, drew the balls, and charged the pieces with 
powder, various ef which he loaded with double 
charges. Some of their notched balls I put into my 


In the morning, away went I, and my merry fel- 
: lows, to the chace. As we walked, their converſa- 
tion turned en my necromaney, and the miraculous 
manner in which I could envelope myſelf in a eloud, 
or make myſelf e ee What is that you are 
© talk ing about, my lads ?“ faid IJ. Some of? theſe 
“ unbelieving good folks,” anfwered my huntſman, 
% affirm your honour is unable to ward off balls.“ 


Well then,” faid I, laughing, to one of them, fire 


4 away, my good fellow, and try.“ The man refuſed, 
and my huntfman took his piece out of his hand, and 
fired. I pretended to parry with my hand; and call- 

cd, Let any man, that is ſo inclined, fre, but only 


one at a time.“ Accordingly, they began, and pre- 


tending to twiſt and turn about, I ſuffered them all to 


diſcharge their pieces. It muſt be remarked I was per- 


ſectly ſecure, as my people had carefully noticed that 
no man had reloaded his gun. Some of them receiv- 
ed ſuch blows from the'gyis that were doubly charg- 
ed, that they fell down, tried in amazement, at tlie 


powers of magic. I advanced, holding in my hands 


tome of the marked balls. Let every one chooſe 


his own,“ called I. All ſtood motionleſs, and ma- 


ny of them ſlunk home, with their guns on their ſhoul- 


ders; ſome few! remained, and eur, ſport was excel- 
On Sunday the monks of Aix la Chapelle: again be- 
gan to preach, My black art became the theme of the 
hole country, and, at this day, many of the people 
„ ny FEET preſent 
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efont will make. oath, that, they fired: upon me, and 
5 after catching, themin,myhany.” 1 returned. the 
balls. o 10 ton nora vim 17 *s © "On . 
Thus eaſy i is it to gull, this wiſe! Kt My: high 
and-invulgerahle Nee e ere publiſned throughout 
Juliers, Aix 1a C eſtricht, and Cologne, 
and PO hae ber hog more than. ten times ſaved | 
my life ; the prieſtshaying. ropagated it, from their 
pulpits, in a country, which jo fwasms with, high-way 
robbers that one hundred and ſuxty, men have been 
broken alive on the wheel, quartered and burnt, with- _ 


-"__ a year,:and, WASTE for; ele man may i 


hire an allaſhn, bol ow A I ANT D242 7 

It is indeed no ſmall matter of, ſurpriſe that 1 ſhould, 
for years, have preſerved; my, life ina town, where 
there arg twenty-three monakericnand charcbgt, and 
where) the monks are all adored; ag + o many deities, 
The: catholic; clergy, rs 1 been ſufficiently, enraged 
againſt, me, by,.my poem of 5 The. Macedonian He- 
* yo5;” and, in 1772411 publiſhed a newſpaper,'at Aix 
la Chapelle, and another Periodical Work, entitled, 
„The Friend of Men,“ in, which: I endeavoured to 
unmaſk, hypacriſy.; 4 Indeed, for me, an apoſtolic ma- 
jor of the apoſtolic; Maria-Fherela,, to write thus in a 
town ſwarming with friars, and. in a tone e undaunt- I 


ed, was e,, B: winktaban: 


At preſent, now. toloration and freedom of opinion 
are more encquraged, by the Emperor, Joſeph II. ma- 
ny ſuch eſſayiſts encounter bigotry and deceit with rid- 


icule; or, wanting invention themſelves, publiſh ex- 


tracts from Writings that belong to the age of Lu- 
ther. I have the honor of baving attacked. the very 


| pillars of the; Romiſh hierarchy in days more danger- | | 
ous; I may hoaſt of being the firſt German Who, un- 
protected, raiſed a fermentation on the Upper Rhine, 


and in the ſtate of Auſtria, ſo advantageous to truth, 
the progreſs of the human un e e and me Hap 


| pineſs .of futurity, 61 3:34 2g tu 


Let the world read ad judge W my e 1! They | 
contain HEN inimical to e Pure e 1 
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. 


a day was appointed, 


to be burnt before my houſe, the houſe itſelf e- 


by Chriſt. L attacked the ſale of indulgencies, the 
avarice of Rome, the lazineſs, deceit, licentious glut- 
tony, robbery, and blood Tucking of the monks of Aix 
1a Chapelle, who. ſqught the murder of each other in 


the very church, and. in, preſence, of the altar.— 
I wrote as a moraliſt, and morals do not enrich monks. 


Therefore did the arch-prieſt, and nine of his. co- 


adjutors, declare, every Sunday, from the pulpit, 
publicly naming, me, I was a fres-thinker, a,wiz- | 


ard, one whom, every man, wiſhing. well to God 


and the Church, ought to aſſaſſinate... The Jeſuit, 
Father Zünder declared I was invulnerable, and 


4 p 


* 


n which my writings were 


raſed, and its inhabitants maſſacred. ; My wife received 


letters, warning her to fly with her children for ſafe- 


ty, which warning ſhe in terror obeyed.., I and two 
of my huntſmen remained, provided with eighty-four 


loaded muſkets. Theſe I diſplayed in the gallery be- 
forethe window, that all might be convinced 1 would 
make a deſperate defence. I lived oppoſite the court 
houſe. The appointed day came, and Father Ziinder, 


with my writings in his hand, attended by all the ſtu- 
dents in the town, appeared ready for the attack.; the 


other monks had incited the town's people to a gene- 


ral ſtorm 4 no man, however, had the | heart to appear 


in tlie market place, while I ſtood in a gallery ſo well 
ſtored with fire arms, Thus paſſed the day and night 


ig, V7. 
In the morning a fire broke out in the town. I 


haſtened, fearleſs, with my two huntſmen, ſecretly . 
well armed, to give aſſi ſtance: We, daſhed the water 
from our buckets, and all obeyed. my directions, Fa- 
ther Zünder and his ſtudents were there, likewiſe; 
_ 1 approached him hy degrees and ſtruck. his anointed 


ear with my leathern bucket, as if by accident, Which 


no man thought proper to notice, I paſſed undaunt-, 
ed through the crowd, the people all ſmiled, . pulled 
off their hats, and wiſhed me a good morning. Such 
are the populace when they perceive they are not ease 
42 | ö * 
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ed. The people of Aix la Chapelle were ſtupid big - 
ots, but too cowardly to murder a man who was pre- 
pared for his 'own defence. Here the threats of my 
adverſaries, for this time, endet. 
As I was riding to Maeftricht through 2 hollow 
way, a ball whiſtted by my ears, Which, no doubt, was 
a meſſenger ſent after me by theſe perfecuting prieſts. 
When hunting near the convent of Schwartzen- 
bruck, three Dominicans lay in ambuſh for me behind 
a hedge, One of their colleagues, ho often hunted 
with me, pointed out the place. I Was on my guard 
with my double-barrelled gun, drew near, but called 
with a voice of terror“ Shoot, ſcoundrels! But do 
* not kill me, ſor the devil ſtands ready for you at 
your elbow!“ One fired, and they all ran; the ball 
hit my hat. I fired likewiſe, and wounded: one deſ- 
perately, whom the other two carried off; he recov- 
ered, however, and afterward eloped with a cow-girl. 
Their attempts at poiſoning me were all unſucceſsful, 
for Tl always ate at home, In the year 1974, journey 
ing from Spa to Limbourg, I was attacked by cight 
banditti. The weather was rainy, and my muſket was 
in its caſe ; my ſabre was entangled in the belt, fo 
that, unable to draw it, I was obliged to defend mv- 
ſelf as with a-club. Ifſprang from tlie carriage, and. 
with every effort of nature, fought in defence of my 
life, ſtriking down all before me, while my faithful 
huntſman protected me behind. I. diſperſed my-aBeil- 
ants, haſtened to my carriage, and drove away, One 
of thele feHows was foon after hanged, and owned, 
before execution, that the confeſſor of this banditti 
| had promiſed perpetual abſolution, could they but 
_ diſpatch me, but that no man could ſhoot me; becauſe 
that Lucifer had rendered me _invulnerable, Perſua- 
ded ef the truth of this, fortunately for me, they had 
only aflaulted me with. clubs. My ſtrength and agil- 
ity, fighting too for life, was Tuperior to theirs, and 
they buried two of their gang, whom, with my heavy _ 
ſabre, J had killed, I eſcaped with a bruiſed arm and 
ſhoulder ; my huntſman received a violent blow with 
a ſtons. | TA | £35 
2 ö f s The 


266 n 1 1 E. 6a 


Jo ſuch exceſs of cruelty may the violence and rage 
of prieſts be carried] Yet did not my writings cantain | 
a ſingle word inimical to the pure morality of Chriſt: 
I attacked only grofs abuſes, the deceit and laſciviouſ- 
neſs of the monks of Aix la Chapelle, Cologne, and 
Liege, where thev are worſe than cannibals, wallowing, 
like ſwine, in the ſtough of ignorance and gluttony. 
I wiſhed to inculcate the true Chriſtian duties among 
. my fellow citizens, and the attempt was ſufficient to 
irritate the ſelſiſh church of R mega. 
From my Empreſs I had nothing further to hope. 
Her confeſſor had painted me, with all the craft of a 
prieſt, as an arch-heretic, and a perſecutor of the holy 
and bleſſed mother church. Nor was this all; opin- 
ions were artfully 5 through Vienna, that I 
wasa reſtleſs man, dangerous to the community. 
Such, jiadeed, is the univerſal fuppoſition of all who 
have neither perſonally known me, nor read my writ- 
INZS, VVV L WHT OO? FOOD LH Fen 
Hence, too, was I always wronged in courts of 
d idicature, where there are ever found wicked or big- 
td men. The latter thought they were ſerving the 
rauſe of God by injuring me; and the former are ever 
the enemies of pure and fimple truth, undauntedly dif- 
played, it being their intereſt that virtue and patriotiſm 
_ thould fall the victims of falſehood. vet were they 
unable e -£4 writings producing me much 
money, or being oirculated through all Germany. 
The Aix la Chapelle Journal or Gazette became io 
famous in the firſt year, that in the: ſecond, I had four 
thouſand ſubſcribers, by each of whom 1 ganied a 
Ihe paſt-maſters, who gain confiderably by circu- 
iating newſpapers, were envious, becauſe the Aix la 
Chapelle Gazette deſtroyed ſeveral of the others, and 


therefore formed a combination 
Ie will briefly notice what ſo much contributed to 
the ſale of my paper. I was acquainted with moſt 
countries and courts, in which I had the beſt of cor- 
reſpondents ; whereſore, inſtead of merely —y 
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paſt ONE J could fortel future. I was ſometimes 
obliged to be ambiguous, yer Wyong was very 
capable of being underſtood. 

Prince Charles of 'Sweilen, cldeſt hrother of the preſ- 
ent King, placed the greateſt, confidence in me during 
his reſidence at Aix la Ct re and Spa, and I ac- 
companicd him into Holland. Whan I took my leave 
of him at Maeſtricht, 9 we were in the ſubterra- 
nean gallery of the fortifications, he ſaid to me, When 
© my father dies, either my brother ſhall: be king, or 
we will loſe our heads.“ The King died, and 
Prince Charles ſoon aſter ſaid, in the poſtleript ak one 
of his letters, What we ſpoke of at Macitricht will 
& ſoon be fully accompliſhed, and _ may ton come 
© to Stockholm.“ 

On this L inſei ted an article in my Gasette, else 
zug a revolution had taken place in Sweden, and that 
the king had made himſelf abſolute. Ihe other a- 

rs thought proper to expreſs their doubts, 11 
immediately oftzred to wa — a thouſand ducats on 
the truth of every article publi med in my Gazette un- 
der the tile Aix la Chapelle.“ The news of the 4 
revolution in Sweden was r1{tantaneouſly confirmed. | 
This incident added Breaks to the ia of wy - 

aper, PEDERI TVET! 
2 lente Fa foretold the Poliſh partition, Grrvbonks 
ſooner than any other; but how I obtained this in- 
telligence muſt not here be mentioned. 1 alſo was 
active in the defence of Queen Matilda of Denmark. 

The French miniflry were highly offended at the 
following paſquinade: * The three eagles have rent 
the Poliſh bear, wit hout loſing a feather, with which 
6 any, man in the cabinet of Verſailles. can write.— 
Since the death of Mazarine, 1 write e aun 
& with guoſe quils. “ fy 

By deſire of the King of Poland, 1 wrote a e | 
of the I ren, to ainthozo Hin, : aud named 

e 2 4 the a 

„ The prince 5 to Ws the power of his father was 
| fo limited that he was not a king, The preſent monarch : 
has taken care to have no o fuch complaint, J. 


- 
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the nuncio, who had given a general abſolution to the 
conſpirators in the chapel of the holy virgiun. 

The houſe was now in flames. Roine inſiſted I 
Mould recal my words. Her nuncio, at Cologne, 
vented.poifon, daggers, and ex communication: The 


Empreſs. Queen, herfelf, thought proper to interfere. 


I obtained. from Warſaw a copy of the examination of 


the conſpirators for my juſtifacation. -This-1:threat- 


enced to publiſh, and ſtood, unmoved: in the defence 
of truth. T derived new honour; but new perſecutors, 
likewiſe 3. as for protectors none; mine was the fate 
of all reformers, who mult expect reward beyond 
the grave. 0G r ns ene sick 

The Empreſs wrote to the poſt- maſterigeneral of 
the empire, commanded him to lay an interdi& on the 
Aix la Chapelle Gazette, Informed of this, I ended 


\ : 
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its publication with the year, but wrote an effay :on 


the partition of Poland; which, alfo, did but increaſe 
ray enemies. The prieſts took care not to be idle at 
theft möcht hl) pkh” PREG Gl od RFA 
The magiltracy of Aix la Chapelle is elected from 
the lower ranks of people, and the Burger's court 
conſiſts of an ignorant rahble. I know no exceptions, 
but Baron Lamberte and De Witte; and, to heighten 


the ridicule, this people aſſume to themſelves titles of | 


dignity, for which they are amenable to the fiſcal 


court at Vienna. Knowing I found little protection 


at Vienna, they imagined they might attack and drive 
me from their town. I was a fpy on theirgvil deeds, 
of whom they would willingly: have rid themfelves. I 
likewife knew that the two fheriffs, Kloſs and Furth, 
and the recorder, Geyer, had robbed the town- chamber 
of forty-thouſand dollars, and divided the 2 To 
theſe I was: a dangerous man; for ſuch reafons, they 

ſought a quarrel with me, pretending I had committed 

a trefpaſs by breaking down a hedge, and ſent a ſer- 
geant, citing me to. appear at their town-houle,” 
lt is a well-known right of the empire, that no 
magiſtrate of theſe courts can enforce the perſonal 
appearance of a ſtaff- officer. I was ſubject only be 
i „ „ e | the 
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me court called Hoſkriegſrath, at Ne But by 
this court they ſoon, underſtood 1'thould not be pro- 
tected. A moſt diſagreeable litigation, enfucd.'. By 
accident J obtained a tetter from Count Gravenitz, 
member of the Aulie council, to the poſt-maiter, 
Heinſberg, With whom I had alfo à ſuit pending, in 
which he ſaid, that though juſtice Was on . Aide, dre 
would undertake to weary me by ination: 
He fulfilled has promiſe, and my Wh or na Was. gas to 

y three hundred florins of gold, under pain of exe - 


cution, while I was abſent at eee, eee 


to obtain nights : 12 et - 
This was a trifle. The polimalier, Helnſberg, of 
Aix la Chapelle. although he had two. thouſand three 
hundred rix- dollars of mine in his poſleſſion, inſtitu». 
ted fable ſuits againſt me, on pretence of a note, which 
was nothing more than a receipt, for a thoufand dol- 
lars on account, obtained verdicts againſt me ecantrary 


to the moſt clear and evident juſtice, feized. on a cargo 


of wine, worth three thouſand eight hundred, dollars, 


at Cologne, and I, on the whole, incurred loſſes to the 


amount of eightcen, thoufand flarins, excluſive of the 
interruption given to the trade I carried on in wine; 
which devoured the fortune of my wife, and by 
which ſhe; Whith rat. and WY; children, Were re· 
duced to poverty. 

Let it not be imagined. theke: are merely.” aller- 


tions. Ihe preſidem of one of the counts, to whom 


I complained, after moralizing concerning the vanity 
of carthly, and the reality of heavenly, hopes, in a let- 
ter, told me, lt might — the will of Cod that I 
«* ſhould be treated with injuſtice. He could afford 
me no help, for he had received her mazeſty's com- 

“ mands,” ———=>-The reſerendary, Gravenitz, him- 


felf, in 1778, with tears in his eyes, acknowledged 

how much. he had injured me, affirmed he had been 

deceived, and A he would endeavour to obtain 

reſtitution. I Was moved, and forgave him, and he 

attempted to keep his promiſe; but his power decli- 

and his corruptneſs had been. mani, the sf 
| 2 = 
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had received were become toe public. He was at 
length diſpeſſeſſed of his poſt, but alas too late for me. 
He now lives, like the greater part of my enemies, a 


banifhed+ man in Poland, deſpiſed, and in Poverty. 


= 


- 


Two other of my judges. are at this time abliged, in 


chains, to ſweep the ſtr Sets of Vienna, where they are 
condemned to the houfe of correction. Had this been 


their; employment, inſtead of being ſeated on the ſeat 
of judgment, twenty years ago, I might have been 
more fortunate. It certainly is a remarkable circum- 
Hance that 1 hould ſo often and ſo continually have 
been deſpoiled by unjuſt judges. Who would have 
dared to-have publiſhed their. deſerts during the plen- 
itude of their power? Who would have had the 
temerity to. affirm their evil ſhould hereafter bring 
them to attend on the city ſcavenger ? I, indeed, knew 
them but 100 Well, and, fearleſs, fpoke what I knew. 


But I Was a reſtleſs man ! A ſlanderer of imperial 


courts of juſtice 1! It was my. misfortune, not my: 


fault,. that IL. was acquainted with their mal: practices. 


ſooner than my gracious ſoverei ggg. 
Here let the ſcene cloſe on my litigations at Aix la 
Chapelle and Vienna. May God preſerve every: 


honeſt man from the like! True it is they hang heavy 


on my: heart. They have ſwallawed up my own 


property, and that of my innocent Wife, Enough l. 


Endugh . 


in joumeying through England and France, I was 


intimate with Dr. Franklin, the American miniſter; 


allo, with, the Counts St. Germain and Vergennes, 
ho made me advantageous propoſals to goto Ameri- 


ca; but I Was prevented accepting them by my affec- 


tion for my Wife ande children. N e eee 
My kind friend, the Landgrave of Ieſſe-Caſſelj who. 


had hee 9 gove rnour of Magdeburg du ring my impriſ- | 
onment, offered me a commiſſion in his ſervice among, 


che troops going to. America: but Lanſwered - 
„% Gracious prince, my heart. beats in the cauſe of 
4 freedom. only, Lill never aſſiſt in euſlaving men. 


Lo — 


From the year 1774 10775, chieſiy ſpent my time 


We“ ven oy 


« Were I at the head of your brave grenadiers, I 
, ſhould revolt to the Americans“ 
During the year 1775, I continued, at Aix la Cha- 
pelle, my periodical effays, entitled, The Friend of 
„Men.“ My writings had made ſome impreſſion ; 
the people began to read; the monks were ridiculed, 
and became more humble: my partizans increaſed, 
and theirarch-leader had the guod fortune to get him- 
telfeudpellady'c! d ON WE 
They did not now mention my name publickly, but 
catechiſed their penitents at confeſhon, During this 
year various ſimple people came to me from Cologne, 
Bonn, and Duſſeldorf, deſiring to ſpeak with me in 
private. When I inquired their buſineſs, they told 
me their clergy had informed them I was propagating 
a new religion, in which every man muſt ſign himſelf 
over to the devil, Who then would ſupply them with 
money. They were willing to become converts to 
my faith, would Beelzebub but give them money, and 
revenge them on their prieſts. My good friends,“ 
anſwered I, © Your- teachers have deceived you: IL 
© know of no devils but themſelves. Were it, indeed, 
© true that I was founding a new religion, he con- 
verts to Which the devil would fupply wit money, 
* your biſhops and prieſts would be the. very Arſt of 
6 my —_— and the moſt catholic. I am an honeſt 
_ © moral man, my worthy friends, as a Chriſtian ought 
© to be. Go home, in God's name, and do your duty. 
* Be honeſt and induſtrious, and you will not then 
** want the devil to bring you money,” 
I forgot to mention in its place that the recorder 
or preſident of the ſheriff's court at Aix la Chapelle; 
ho is the ſon ef the banker Geyer, and who is called 
Baron Geyer, had aſſociated himſelf, in 1778, with a 
Jew convert, and a knight of induſtry; and that this 
noble company, in concert, fwindled x Dutch mer- 
chant out- of eighty thouſand florms, by aſſuming the 
arms of the Elector Palatine, and producing forged 
deceipts and contracts. Geyer, was taken in Amſter- 
Lm, and would have been hanged, but that, by m 
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aid of a faithful ſervant; he effected his eſcape, He 
returned to Aix la Shapelle, where he enjoys his 
honourable office. Three years ago it Was proved he 


had robbed the towtnchamber. - His handfome wife 
_ was, at that time, generis amm and procured him 


powerful friends at court. The atlextions of this 
worthy gentleman found greater credit at Vienna than 
thoſe of the innocent, the injured Trenck. Oh, 


Shame! Shame !——Oh, World! World ! World! ' 


; My' with trade was fo -filtceſsful! that I had corre- 
dents ahd ſtores in London, Paris, Bruxelles, Ham- 


burg, and the Thague, and had gained forty-thouſand* 


florins, with the moſt flattering proſpects from Eng- 
jand. One unfortunate day de all rr ——_ 
ful hopes in this traffc. 

Being in Dondom, 1 e of vi 


fault was 33 my brother-in4aw's; a young 


man, who parted with the wine before he had receiv- 
ed the money. In England there is no law againſt 


ſuch deceivers. They bid you truſt nobody, you 


Will then not be wooriged. And unen I nad been 


wronged, and afked my friend's aſiftanee, 4 was only 


' laughed at; av if they wer happy that - an Eoglich- 
man had the wit to cheat a German. I cannot gin a 


circumſtantial hiſtery-of this affair, but ĩt is noceſſary 


t narrate it in the apſtract, our prejudices being — 


ſtron eee eee, _ 3 
Briti nation 
ly; led of ny wine, — to 


Finding abyſeif defr 


Bir John Fielding, He was acquainted with me, told 
me he knew had been fwindled, and that his friend- 
_ thip would make him abtive in my behalf; that he 


alfo knew the houſes where my wine was depoſited, 


and that a * pew? of his ranners ſhould 'go:with! me, 
rong for its recovery. I was little aware 


that he had, at chat time, two hundred bottles of my 


bet Tokay in his cellar, His pretended kindneſs was 
4 . ; he Was in erg with W the 7 | 


Fen 
_ fred guineas by afwindler. The relating of chis · ſtory 
_ wilt de but little honour to the Englifh nation. The 


„ | oo a nr an: oh end ts. a 
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pid among whom only he hung, and preſerved the 


moſt adroit for the promotion of traddmee. 
He ſent a conſtable and ſix of his runAtrs with me, 


commanding them to act under my orders. By good | 
fortune I had a violent head-ach, and could not attend 


them myſelf, but ſent my brother-in-law, who ſpoke 


better Engliſh than I. Him they brought to the houſe. 


of a Jew, and told him, «Your wine, ſir, is here con- 


cealed,” Though it was, broad day; the door was 
locked, that he might be induced to act illegally. The 


conſtable deſired him to break the door open, which 


he accordingly did: The Jews, in a pretended fright, 
came running, and aſłked What do you want gen- 
6 tlemen * I want my wine,” anſwered my bro- 
tber. Take what is your own,“ replied a Jew, 
{© but beware of touching wy Property. 1 W e 5 


& the wine.“ 


My brother attended the conſtable and. runners into | 
a 3 and there found a great part of my wine. He 


wrote to Sir John Fielding, that he had found the 


wine, and delirzd to know how he was to aft. Field- 
ing; by a verbal mellage, anſwered—* It muſt be tak» 
en by the ner.“ My brother accordingly, got 8 | 


cart, and ſent me the wine. x lad find. 


He" attended the runners, an like manner, to ohe . 
!ouſe of another Jew, Where they proceeded. as be- 
fore, and he came e back quite choice x ming recov- 


eg the wine 


Next day came a condeble, with A . faying, Y 
He wanted to ſpeak with my brother, and that it 


ewas to go to my friend, Sir John Fielding. When 


he was in the ſtreet he touched him with his ſtaff, and 
told him. Sir, you are my priſoner.“ Here it mut 
be remarked that no man can be arreſted in his.own 


houſe in London; but that, When he is in the ſtreet, 


and the conſtable has touched him with his ſtaſf, he is 
beyond delivety; and ſhould he run, would be ſtop· 


ped by the people. Ik 


Alt this I was a een of through. the window, 
unedle to gie anyallifiance,...L. wen), however, 1 


Bir 
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Rand of mine worth upward of a thouſand 
| "They gave bail for my brother, and in rear Sole 


Was releaſed. 


274 rr L I F E or 


Sir John Fielding, and aſked whin it all meant. This 
_ upright juſtice anſwered, in à magiſterial tone—That 
my brother had been accuſed of felony. The Jews 


and ſwindlers had {worn che wine was a legal purchaſe. 


If I had not taken care to be paid, or was ignorant of 


the Englith laws, that was my fault, Six ſwindlers 
Had ſworm the wine was paid for; which circum- 
ſtance he had not known, or he ſhould not have grant- 


ed me a warrant. My brother had alſo broken open 
doors, and forciblytaken away wine which was not 


his on. They had legally made oath of 11 and he 
xas charged with burglary and'robbery, =» 

Ile farther deſired me, immediately, to give OO in 
@ * guineas for my brother, for his appearance 


in the court of king's bench; otherwiſe, his trial 


Would nodiagtpe — and in a tew Ways he 
would be hanged. 


© What:was — age at findirig inſet thus zreated : 
And how- willingly would I have plunged my ſword 
$a Uioarnirer 2 man 0 er 200 devon AN 


* London. 
I haſtened to Ayer who? Was 61 Seed who 


f eonjroled. what had been told me, adviſed me imme- 
diately to give bail, and he would then deſend my 
aufe. ! Tapplicdito Lord Mansfield, and received the 


ſame anſwer, I told my flory vo all my great friends, 


who were chiefly members of parliament, and they 
laughed at me, tad I ſhould trade in n Lomdon, without 
better underſtanding the laws. - 


My intimate friend, 
Lord Groſvenor, ſaid, Send mere wine to Amon, 
* and we will pa pay von de well that you will ſoon re- 
* cover your lofs,”” This is the charafter of the na · 


tion, I am certain he would e Wee but 
1 wanted the noeeſſary capital. f 


I went to my wine merchants, - 3 tad Qock in in 


Fielding, in the interim, fone i runners dey 
houſe, tc took back the-wine, and raſtorod its the- Nun 


— — — — . 


„ -@ oo 
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threatened farther to proſecute me as; a. receiver of 


ſtolen goods. 1 fled, in all haſte, from London, 
through Dover, to Paris, where L immediately ſold off 


my remaining ſtock at half price, honoured my bills, 
My brother returned to London, in November, to 


defend his cauſe in the court of king's bench; but the 


ſwindlers had diſappeared, and the lawyer required a 


hundred pounds to proceed. The concluſion of all 


this was, my brother returned with ſeventy pounds 


leſs in his pocket, ſpent as travelling expenſes; and 
| the Rock, in the hands of my wine merchants, Was 


detained. on pretence of paying the bail. They 
brought me in an. apothecary's bill, and all was loſt. 


Thus do the Engliſh treat the Germaps, notwithſtand- 


ing I had ſo many friends in London. 


I might fill a volume with ſimiler inſtances; I 


ſhall only relate one ſhort ſtory, A German vielin- 


maker, in London, intending to return home, bad 
bought his wife a filver coffee-pot, which was left 


ſtanding on the table in his chamber. Some one 
knocked atethe door and two: ſews entered. One be- 
ſpoke a violin, the other, while he was converſing, 
ſnatched up the coffee- pot, and ran. Ihe German 


looked round, and milled the coffee- pot; but the 
other Jew told him, Do not be uneaſy, my friend, 
* 50 with me, and I -will make my comrade give you 
back your coffee- pot. It is only ſome trick; he is a 
mad headed fellow.” 3 8 Yi 290 


Ihe poor German went with the Jew, who brought 
him into a chamber, where were four other Jews, and 


his coffee- pot on the table. He took it, and ſaid, 
* God be praiſed, I have found it. once more.” The 
Jew anſwered not a word; and the German returned 
home with his coffce-pot. Forthwith went five 1f-. 
raelites to the juſtice, and ſwore that the German had 


entered their chamber, and ſtolen thereout a filver 


coffee- pot. A conſtable attended them to the Ger- 


man's houſe, The Jew ſaid, „That is my coffee- 
Sian W pot; 
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as property of which, they had been robbed, - They | 
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pot; and the other ſwearers anſwered, . Ves, that is 
yours.” The German was taken into cuſtody, and, 
being deſtitute of witneſſes, was hung upon the. evi- 
dence of the five Jew? XX 
I ſpoke with this poor fellow in priſon, who told 
me the ſtory himſelf, and actually ſaw this honeſt man 
hung, by the pitilefs Engliſn. What will my readers 
now ſay to this high - eſteemed nation, which, in reali- 
ty, for a thouſand reaſons, merits our contempft? 
Enough of the proud and ſelfiſh Britons, whowould 
treat us, and all other nations, as they do their negroes, 


08 2 > 4 A 


were we to fall under their dominion,* 10 


* The names of the wine merchants are omitted in the 
tranſlation : The Baron may have been miſtaken ; they 
may have ated honeſtly. There is no doubt of the Raron's 
veracity ; that is, ſpeaking from the conviction of has. on 
mind, He was in England, and, as he himſelf afſerts, 
moſt ſhamefully ſwindled ; thoſe concerned have ſence be- 
come notorious. The perplexities of law daily expoſe tht 
natives themſelves to the arts of the diſhoneſt.” This is an 
:nevitable defect, the conſequence of an advantage, the value 


„/ which foreigners ſeldom underſtand ; they are from 


temperament, more haſty than the Engliſi ; they have been 


. accuſtomed, in ſtates leſs free, when injuſtice is manifeſt to 


more ſummary proceedings ; and, when they have any dij- 
pute in England, they uſually full into the very worſi 
hands, Let us hope the Baron was miſinformed, haſty, 
and that the memory of Sir John Fielding has been wrong: 


ea! Tf not— / 


© The Baron fo little knew how he was to aft, that it is 
im poſſi ble, from his narrative, to ſay whether hes brother 


was arreſted as a der or impriſoned as a felon. His 
perplexity and diftreſs inſpire abhorrence for thoſe inſtru- 
ments by whom, inflead of vigorouſly protecting a uin. 


formed ftranger, they were increaſed, The lberal-minded 
Engliſiman will pardon fits ſeverity on the nation, reinem- 
bering how he was treated ; though by individuals whom 
this and every nation muſt pity and deſþiſe, The flory of 
the poor German and his coffee-pot, if the Baron was not 

: * deceived, 


—— 
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3 | 301 
s Many other particulars remain to be told of Aix la 4 
, Chapelle, for Which I have not ſufficient room in this j 
A lace. e ee PHF han M4 1b | 5 by 
K The Swediſh General Sprengporten came to Aix la d 
d Chapelle, in the year #976, He had planned and A 
n carried into execution the revolution ſo highly fa- "Nt 
$ vourable to the King, but had fuddenlyleft Sweden in by! 
4 diſcontent, and came to take the waters with a rooted 11 
hypes, 8 , 1 
0 He was the moſt dangerous man in Sweden, and BY 
y had told the King himſelf, after the revolution, in the ] 
| preſence of his guards, While Sprengporten can 1 
Y hold a ſwora, the King has nothing to command.“ i f 
e It was feared he would go to Ruſſia, and Prince 5 
y Charles wrote to me, in the name of the monarch, de- " 
s firing I would exert myſelf to the utmoſt, to make | 
a myſelf intimate with him, and perſuade him to return 
p to Sweden. No taſk could have been more difficult. 


He was a man of unbounded pride, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the gteatneſs of his ahilities, rendered him 
either a fool or a madman. He hkewiſe deſpiſed ev- 
ery thing that was not Swediſh. NT TEL EY 
Never did I undettake any affair with mere ardour 
or better ſucceſs : I accompliſhed my purpoſe, gained 
his friendſhip, an unlimited power ever his mind, 
and reſtored him to kis king and country, 
The Pruſſian minifter, Count Hettzberg, the ſame 
year, came to Aix la Chapelle: I enjoyed the honour” © 
of his ſociety and cenverſation three months and ęve- 
ry where accompanied this great man. To his liber- 
ality am I indebted, that I can at preſent return to my 
country with honour.—-As often as they reatl this, 
let my children remember the reaſons I have had for 
inculcating this gratitude in their infant hearts, | 


I. 4) 0 VS £3 © © 
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deceived, is indeed a tragical one: yet would the oaths of 
Ave Fews have hung five hundred, or five thouſand, Eng- 

liſi men ; were they equally deſtitute of the means to prove 
the falſity of ſuchraccufations, Not the laws, not the na- 
lion, wicked men * were guitiy of this murder, To 
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cent life, how great that preſence of min 
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himſelf, who enjoys a tax o 


people in Europe. Fs 4 
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The time I had to f. are was not ſpent in idleneſs; 
1 attacked thoſe ſhar ſar in my ade f S, oy wy 
attend at Aix la C apelle and Spa, to plun ae 
inhabitants and vilitants under the te 
magiſtracy : nor are there wantipg foreigr TEE 
who become tlie aſſoclates of theſe peſts o of ſociety. 
The publication of, fuch't truths' Endangered my life 
from ſome of the deſpera oes, who, 100 55 dgtected, 
had nothing more to loſe; "How powerf 9 50 inno- 
dy hich can. 
ſcious virtue infpites, nothing can more fu Fully Prove, 
than that I ſtill exiſt/in deſpite of all the M mpts of 
wicked and ignotant monks, and deſpi able. {har ers. 
Though my life Was much diſturbed, yet. do, not 


repent of my manner, of acting: Many a. Foyt any | 


a brave and worthy man have 1 F from g | 
ſtruRion, detained from the gaming table, any Herten =; 
ally pointed out to them hp moſt notorious, arpers. 
This was ſo injurious to Ops that the biſhop of, 0 "BS 


forty er Agar on o ter eir 
winnings, and therefore 'prote&s fuch vill; lians, 


me an annual penſion, of hve. hundred, CT 
would not come to Spa: or three per cent, on the 


winnings, would 1 but” a{ſociate myſelf, with 8 
N— -t, and raiſe recruits; for the awing table. 


My anſwer may eaſily be imagined, yet for this, was 1. 


threatened to be excommunicated I by & 155 bel catholic. 2 


church. 


J and my family paſſed che react 1 . of 8 


ſummers in Spa. My houſe became, t e rendezvous. 


of the beſt and moſt reſpectaple part of the c company, 

and 1 perſonally known to de of the moſt worthy; 
Through life it has: hen. my conflant, AGES. ug 

for the benefit of others, and to obtain juſta e fo the 


| whole world, as well as for myſelf. Fatal & Anenence 


has convinced me how viſionary, ſuch ſchemgg arc, -. 


By an effort of this kind I LEDs gay] ſelf new Kana. 
uncaſinels, | 877 5 
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A conteſt aroſe between the toy wrt. wh Ai la Cha- 


pelle, and Baron Blaukart, the maſter of the ounds to 


the Elettor Palatine: Jt; orig gina ated in a diſpute con- 
cerning precedence, | between, the. before mentioned 
wife of the recorder; Gey yer(who, was at this time mil- 
treſs to Baron lab art and alſo te | a 


young canon 
of the ' chureh) and the 15 iſter - of thi rgomaſter of 


Aix la Chapelle Kahr, hs gqverne: f tat hits with 


4 1 ao 


oriental defpotifm m. 3 8 

This dure Was High % Uetrimentd) to ile town, 
and 'to As Elefor Palati but at the lame time 
highly profitable to. Kabi, 1 e office. it was to pro- 
tect the rights of the town, as well as to thoſe perſons 
who were 'deputed, to defend the claims of the Elec- 
tor: the latter kept a Pharaoh, bank, the plunder of 
which had before enriched the town; and the former 
Kahr, under pretence of defending they cauſe, em- 
bezzled the money of the people; ſo that both pak. 
tics, inſtead of wihing to end, endeavoured with all 
theit power to prolong the litigation, eg ot. 

It vexed me to the heart to ſee their 5 
Thoſe who ſuffered on each ſide, were deceived; and 
I conceived the vain project of expoſing the truth, 
and obliging theſe diſhoneſt agents to an ccc dd 
tion. For this purpoſe I journeyed to the electoral 
court, at Manheim, related the facts to the Elector, 
produced a plan of accommodation, which he approved, 
and obtained full powers to act as arbitrator. Ihe 
miniſter of the EleQor, Bekkers, pretended highly to 
approve my honeſt zeal, conducted me himſelf to an 
audience, made me dine at his houſe, took. me to the 
opera, ſaid a commiſſion was made out for my fon, 


and forwarded to Aix la Chapelle, which was a falſi- Et 
ty, and the moment he quitted me, "ſent poſt to Aix la 


Chapelle, thereby to fruſtrate the very attempt he 
pretended ſo much to applaud. He was himſelf in 
league with the parties. In fine, this honeſt, but filly 
interference in what did not concern me, brought me 
only trouble, expenſe, and chagrin.” I inade five in- 
citeftual | Journies to e till at. engel I became $ 
to 
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ſo diſsatisßed that I determined to quit "Ai Ir Cha- 
pelle, and purch e in LV neg here 1 
might live i in | phitsf Ge 15 and purſue the . 
culture. e 

The Bavarian EEE Was at this time in agitation ; . 
my own affairs i Mfg Ht me'to Paris, and here I learn- 
ed particular in ce of f great corifeq uence t: This 
I communicate heb N Duke of Florence, on 
my returp te to Vienna. Re Duke depattec to join 
the zrmy in Bobemia, and 1 had occaſion agaifi to 
write to him, and from the importance f the he, 


| thought, it my guty 16 fend à courier at my own ex- 


penſe. The Duke fhewed my letter to the Emperor; 
my intelti esc was received, but 1 myſelf retnained 
epnoticed, I Boki <2 

I did not think m ſelf very Aufe in foreign counties, 
duri ing the time of war, and therefore dae the 
wrdfhip of Zwerbach, with appurtenances, Which, 


with the concomitant expenſes, coſt me ſixty thou- 


fand florins. This lordſhip Was in a, ruinous Condi. 
tion, and was to be re ſboxec by ray money. pag. 12555 


iy, 24 


'To c this purchaſe, 1 was obliged, 40 great 


_ expeule, to ſolicit, during eleven months, the refer- 


endary, Zetto, whoſe prelent. habitation is the dee of 
correction, and his good friend whom he had 

ed as my curator, and my new. eſtate was Miewile 
made a Hidei commiſſum, for my kind referendaries and 


curators would not let me eſcape contribution. The 


{ix thouſand flarins, however, of which in one year 
they exonerated my Fase would have done m fame 
uy much fervice, 

In May, 1780, I. went to Alz ha, Chapelle, where 


my. wite's mother died in July, and'i In. September, 84 


wife, myſelf and family, all came to Vienna. 
My wife ſolicited the miſtreſs of the caremanies 10 
obtain an audience. Her requeſt was granted; 3 and 
{he had the good fortune to gain the entire approba- 
tion, and favour of the Empreſs. Her kindne els was. 


8 ee „he here. ee m 85 
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to othe Arch Dujebels oa n ex e for women, and 


of the ceremonies t 


comma her grand miſtre 
communes every 3 60 Yo were unwilling,” 
hiſhand nd into, my coun- 


4 try, but I hope to. en 102 that y live 
E ehe th 


{aid ſhe, , to. accompany our B 
& e th Jang She 
a eee er t f q F 
e next day. ſent. me her decre giumne of 2 
ba of, {ou bund red florins, 3 oo ing hon dngt 
e all he would do forme... [oo 
My. avis re the Em 18180 8 10 granf i 52 ha 
erer et her, requeſt Was come ied 1 yt þ. 
preſ. 8 100 to. meg, 4 * This 1 18 the th bird Fimg aps 
e 


& would have made your fortune, had LY 
diſpoſed,” . .The ape, laſted, long; Eg 
Was that « of a matron... She defiredto lee. my children, 
adding, 80 excellent a mother muſt. have brought 


** You "chapming | children.“ She then 180 0 we 
37 al | he, 


writi 1 1 o much good 5 you 
1 


Th 1 you, b 0 N . in the cauſe of religion ! 1" 


RY ct now 


ny of he, Art ladies of: the city, by 
W. APs ane 


ten ted 


1 


this! momentary | unſhine of the court, I Greet The- 


rela i Ma all 1 my hopes. were overca 


"TY for Bt ele th; . Alter fav Table augience, | 
the Arch Deiche Marla P ſr 18 4 


E to me in the 
name of the reſs, ani defired me to tranſlate a re- 
ligious Wo 125 SE ET by the Abbe Thy 


* 
* 1 


drand, 4 Into, ern Pre lieg, "I ould] have little 


1158 ee b Butch at. 15 ou d obey, her ms j | 
15 Is Comma nds 10 gan my work, „bock p dallages 
Ws more my Own, 18 

0 


from e 14 f 
the cenſor 1 was Te O 2 dious; in the Examination 


L's 


What was entitled 2 tran{fition, . T he firlt volume Was. 


$niſhed | in fix Weeks; the Empreſs ah it admira- 
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emed to brighten; and a happy 
9 0 to approach, My. wife received more honeur 
and attention, while The remained at Vienna, than 1 Way 


for 2 Zwerb bach, Where we lived Loft ö 
W. hen, about to return to Vienna, and ſo- 
licit 95 n e of a part. of my! loſt” fortune during | 
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ble. The ſecond Toon foHlowed; and 1 preſented thi, 
. myſelf; She'aſkedime idhrovqaalied the firſt 21 an. 
Wleredel hop bit will be found more-excellent, =... 
e N ſaid neg. never in my life read a better 
e book pu and added ſhe much wondered how I 
could write fo wetk md A 1 — 
er volume withiry müht Baar nonoag od 
Before the third was: ready; Thereſa. died, and my 
expectations deſuended witii her to the grave. She 
6 hw rg: 5, e orders, on her death bed, th have the 
writings of Baron Trenck read to hen; and: though 
| her'confelld# wel knew the injuſtice that had been 
done mb; Ahn all I had loft; yet, in theſe her ſaſt mo · 
ments, n hehadihe moſt favourable of all o 
nitride, he ke > one ſilence, though — cnt 
me. his ſacred promife to ſpeak rarer ory mg Js ITY 
The — = after her death, andatk. 
Axck:Dutchels even commanded that I'ſhould-print 
_ What I have here ſtared, im the preface 3 bird 
a volume, and this was my only ſatisfattion- 
Untow ard, indeed, has ever been my fate. Se 
and thirty years had.I been ſolicitang my right, which. 
I never could obtain, becaufe the Empreſs Was deceiv- 
ed by wicked men, and believed me an arch. hieretic. 
Ini the thirty - ſecond, my wife had the good fortune: to: 
. convince her this was falfe:; :ſhehad- determined to 
make me reſtitution, and my children; rags, and. 
N Juſt at this moment ſhe died. 24 aut agu 
On Fortune, ho doſt thou ſport with the paſſions. 
1 &f men! Yet, was it not fo much the fault of Fortune 
as of myſelf, + I Was at length humble enough to ac- 
cept juſtice as a favour, but then it Was too late. My 
heart Was conſcious of not needing favour or forgive- 
neſe, for] had never done ill;' therefore did I continue 
- unfortunate; 1 choſe the narrow! patk of: innocence, 
my enemies the oxen field of vice. Their ſtation Was. 
the ſtrongeſt and. they have kept poſſe ſſiun. All con- 
teſt 1 is now paſt; I am too old, and need reſt. 
For 92 s lake have I written this hiſtory, 
| Fan Leid theſe open truths, which perhaps may draw» 
Go. new periecytion. on my. heal. The friends os. 


iunocence 


1 


Oo 3 * * 
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. 


dne greg be:theirFrienits.c I eye taught res 
to live ſatis 

and without What is ſupeffluous. / Be this their inher- 
itance, inſtæad of their great-Selavonian oſtates ; for 


the reſt, Lleaue it m God that: good fame in 


which/thear: Forefathers.have B ays lived. tw hit 92 
The penſion granted my weifen by: the. Empreſs, in 


. conſequence o my migfortuncs, and our andes 


family; , we only enjoyed nine month 
1 bad ſhe as deprived of hy the nπ⁹¹] monarch; who. 

fuppieſſbd that, and vanious other penſibns, as . 

wen ſome to the ſtate. He perhaps new nothing of 


che /affairg/as I never Holicited,! Vet) much Has it 
1 melo Perhaps 1 may find relief When the ſighs 


wrung from me ſha}} reach the heart of the father col 
his people, in thismy laſt writing. At preſent, noth- 
ing for me. nen but to gene d mh and 2 
in Lwerbacht. 21d. 


Aftet: the Aach of, the Empreſs, that Lnnvight ful 
every duaty:tomy family; I wrote to the Emperor, de- 


Hrous to be ifully: Waere of _ 1 70 hens 0 
This was my memorial, 


Moſt Gracious Einporer i, kak | vp i350 T 


61 In a work printed. at. Aix la Chapelle, i in 1772, 


© the moſt eſſential par ts of which I had the honour 
to preſent to you, in 765 mannes is the fol- 


lowing paſſage: 
All opprefſed ſubje da ought, at ſtated hates, to "ER 
*accels to the throne ; thoſe who.ſhould prefer falſe 


* complaints, feek to.) deceive, or obtain favours un- 


merited, ought to be mon Pa er We reg 
au in the pillory.?. | 


J, maſt gracious overdign,).am am the firft who. 


2 + will pronounce judgment on mel, iam not able- 
to prove have been moſt unjuſtly oppreſſed under 


1 reign: of the great Maria 'hereſa, and deprived: 
of an immenſe property by unjuſt Judges, and men in. 
Power: : I therefore humbly pray a judge may be ap- 
pointed, before whom. may be ted to pro- 


| *duce my proofs. ſlay: Gracious Monarch, your: 


ever LES ſubjed,: - TRENCK, "er 


In. 


BARON TRIX CK. EY 


in wis wortd; with what is neceflary, 
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even in my re reat. 


therefare nothing. coul d. pay 6 PH 10 15 vas 
| obliged to advance them money. 


2 6's k 
#64: +,» 2 a 


1 3 


be Tus L IF E or 


a 3 i911 Om 8 10 21705 IN. 11 | 
ln vain did 1 pope an :anſwer; my petition, remain. 
ed. unnoticed, unregardedz; eien s 40 e e 
The Emperor thought. proper to. chlies the 
legacies, and monies beſtowed. on h nh, into 


one fund, The ſyſtem was ,wiſe zud, good. My 


couſin Trenck, as I have Reber laid, had . Tl 
queathed thirty. thouland; florins to, a hoſp tal for 
the poor of 33 Jug been migen. 9 * him, 
and his pandours. This I ſhewed he had no right to 


| + having deducted! the ſum from the family eſtates, ; 2 


I therefore Laer che E . ror that 9 thitty 
ae dane n neat * IOW -I 
ought, to me and my children, who Were the p 
whom Ixenck had. indeed made poor, 10 105 of th 
property, of his acquiring having been left, to BAY 85 


legacy, but, on the contrary, the, Wonen — es FR 


violently,exated from ern e e of 
Alas I e en 2 fore t! hoſe who, were. 


Hl informed. of 975 truth, or deemed, the inqus 000 


laborious. In a * To it WAS eh e to 
be.anſwered 1 in 1136 775 tone in Whi and 
thirty yan ae my, petitions and — ns 
had been, anſ (19.73% bogig La eh (199% 

Tur REQUEST DF, Tin | PETITIONS A; CANNQT. By 
ERANTED. Stel 2111 lab 1 _ ILD 


E 


21 Fortune, my. irxe age E le perſecuted bY 

hin, ix, years, two, deſtruc- 

tive hailſtorms Jwept, 9 180 Y,MY.CTOPS 3, ONE year WAS A | 

mien 5 6h FG, Fri 1 15 19 aach among my 
£ 


Hoh ; ” P 1 lamiti me and my manor. 
- . The, gftate had 1 0 one the Wale Were 
10 j he IC man 1on to RE } 1 ale 


were o be put.into. a proper, Pont en, amel He gs 
wee ACN f FIGS 15d, ws . lbs N00 e 
r elende lunken, 30 lawſuits, af 1 
Aix la Chap 


og! Ga. p F323 . 
The — og 2 N. ng thing, | 


me; and we laboured with our own and My Wife 6 
accuſtomed 1 to the alfluence of the great world, anx» 


10s 
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ious to fulfil the des of a dk ad an excellent 
woman; took*care'of eight children; without ſo wo 
as the help of a maid. We lived in v mtr 
wretchedneſs, obliged to earn our daily ved by _ 
ſweat of the brow; and, bad the Ba peher hy chance, 
amid his peregrinations, vifited Zwerbach, he would 
have beheld the abode of induſtry and: ionic. exert- 
ing themfelves to fulfilalf the duties of man, and our 
2 kufferings had certainly been leſs ſevere: 

Enough: 1 have aided my ſelf,” The Murk wks 

oppreſſed, never beheld me crouching/to his power. 
4 have deferved a fate more favourahle; I avoided a 
place where men are not aftuated by the love of men, 
_ hid myſelf in my Zwerbach: I ſigked, ſaid-noth- 
„wrote much, feared no man, and rather deſired to 
fa the world's ütmoſt boundaties, than vs a With. 
neſs of certain-fcenes, 

The greateſt of all my WIS Ten? was my treat 
ment in the military court, where Zetto and Krügek 
were | daries. Zetto had clogged me with 
a curator and, when the cow had no more milk to 
give, they then began to torture me With deputat ions, 

equeſtrations, adminiſtrations, and executions, Nine« 
tecn times was I obliged, perſonally, toattend-in Vi- 
_enna within two years, and to travel fourteen poſts 
each time at my on expenfe. This alone ate up my 
income. Every fix Exe mult I pay an attorney to, 
difpute; wrangle, an uarrel in my behalf with the 
curator. Their mut uabbles filled huge rolls of 
Writing 3 which J, in the concluſion, was. 


oblige ay. If any affair was to be expedited, I, 
by a third and, was ebli ed to ſend the ieferendary 
ſome excelient ducats. he give ju ment, Nil 


that judgment lay fourtcew months ineflicient, and. 
when it then appeared, the copy was fable, and fo was, 
ſent to the upper courts, the high referendary of N. 
ſaid, < I muſt be dillodged from Zwerbach,” + 
True it is no ſuch ſentence was ever inſerted in. 
their proceedings, and ae en he in turn, may be 
OO himſelf from the ſcat, of IIs and once. | 


more become the companion: of the. honourable Zetto, 
in the houſe of correbtion. So. ſhall his power be loſt, 
to diſlodge, to baniſh Nrorthy citiuens from the'terri. | 
tories of Auſtria, 2 
They obliged me at laſt to purchaſe my naturaliza. 
tion. I ſent to Pruſſia far my pedigree; here the fam. 
ily had been known four hundred years eee 
tion of this, Was ſent me by Count Hertzberg. Al- 
though the family of Trenck had a hundre i yeats 
been land-holders in Hungary, yet was my attorney, 
by order of the court, obliged to ſolicit the inſtrument 
alle drüter- diploma. for which, under pain of execu- 
tion, I muſt pay two thouſand gorins. Thus are men 
treated in Vienna, and this —— een 
not ſoon forget. * * | 
* By decree, a e is not noblerip 2d 
firia ! In Auſtria } Where every lackey, every worth - 
leſs fellow, can purchaſe a diploma, making him a 
knight of the empire, for twelve hundred wretched 
Donne? Where money. is the only. metit neceſſary for 
uiring the title of Count! Where ſuch men as P 
nd Graffalkowitze have purchaſed” the dignity of 
. 3 or et 28 ASI 1943 INFO! 
l am at 3 bene to be at reſt. They, by 
whom I was perſecuted, inſtead of cleanſing courts of 
Juſtice, cleanſe the: Fireptss Shes s. e ſoon 
have company. e 51 
 Tortured by — e by Hail- 8 1 de- 
termined to dread them no more, determined to de- 
pend on the productions of my pen, and to publiſh a 
collection of my works in eight ——— and this hiſ- | 
tory of my life. cement Me anni f 
Fourteen months accompliſhed this 3 MV 
labours found a favourable reception through all 
Germany, procured me en was and — 
and I will now no more ſtruggle through my few re- 
maining years under the burthen of law - ſuits, cura- 
tors, re Hl Fears n attornies, courts: of juſtice, and 
the unworthy in authority. I will live as if I never 
a 9 wy rn this . but what is 
| included 
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included within ny c¼n head. By my writings only 

will Lſeek/ the means of exiſtence; by my writings. 
only endeavour agreed the approbation and the love 

of men. Ee 

For tlris 1 need not c be of any country, want no ti- 

tle, no protection no court: favour; no lordſhips, no 

particular N abode, no uniform, no Fidei coni- 

1miſ-curatori{ E am a free burger of the world; depend. 
ent on no earthly prince 3 andi to my chidrerr I Will 
leave my nee 'This 'nothing'e: can n confif. 


gate. ee ate {do F103 211 
* 432 * 10 Th Lit 12 * 14 9 * Ne * 784 R 1112 * „ 
On the asd of Auguſt, 1786, the news rived that 
. daaklefr this world! * "POT 1 Ay 
„% - EE © „ e „ 


The preſent roigning monarch, the beſt among the 
friends of men, the witnefs of my ſufferings 1 my 
native country, immediately ſent me a royal paſſort 
for Berlin. The confiſcation of my eſtates Was an- 
nulled, and my deceaſed boothery! in Pruſſia, bad 2 
my. <a $3.00 5 5 


. +0 in 1H art #52; > 4 * 14.7) 6 1 7 Ss, | % 2 

I journeyed, with the neon permiſſion, back to 

N my eountty, which I have been to and forty years 

. expelled ! I journeyed— nt as à pardoned malefac- 

i tor, but as a man hoſe innocence has been eſtabliſhed 
by the whole tenor of his actions, has been proved in 


7 his writings; and who is s Journeying t to receſbe his re- 


1 ward! inline 8 3 at n ma 
Here L ſhall once more encounter my old Wie | 
* my relations, and thoſe who'have'kriown me in the 


day of my affliction. Here ſhall L appear, not as my 

N countty's Traitor, but as . country's Martyr ! ! The 
b, Martyr of Virtue 195. SOS 

What is the expanſion ofmy ſoil at gbivhinge Naar 
for which I fo lorig have laboufed! What my joy at 
the profpe@ of futurity; at the victory which forti-⸗ 
tude, honour and truth, unſhaken, have won ! I im- 
agined my end would liave been, what my life WaS— 
tragical ! But a different ſcene opens to my — 

0751 81 1 O 


o 
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Of this reſplendent - fcene again ſhall I appear 


and now have I to — very man 1 have ſo a 


often aſſerted myſelf to be, in this my hiſtory. Vet is 
it a great undertaking for a grey head, become grey in 
its conteſts with misfortune, and requiring retire. 
ment and reſt. Slumbering ics ulled by phi- 
loſophy, again is rouſed, animates Sm inſpires my 
ſoul, prompting me to ſeek that reward for others, 
which once I fought for myſelf, To them I leave my 
name and rights; to them whom, not requiring their 
conſent, I called into exiſtence ; ; who, Totem the ex- 
ample of their father, contemplating the paſt, might 
imagine this nether world only the hell of man, and 
that they muſt firſt expect the rewards. of virtue be · 


yond the grave, had they not learned, from my exam. 


ple alſo, to expect better of futurity, Fes, for my 

eight children will I till live; them will J conduct in- 
to thoſe paths of honour in which I was myſelf con- 
duQted by my anceſtors ; nm me ſo gloomy, yet ſo 
glorious. 

Safe am Lanived- in kevin, a ah beaten, but 
experienced ſhipman, enabled to indicate the hidden 
rocks and 3 nds of this life's perturbed ſhores ; 
often have I ſtruck, often been wrecked, but never 
foundered. 2 

Poſſible, though little probable, are ſtill future ſtorms. 
For theſe alfo, am I prepared. Long had I reaſon dai- 
ly to curſe the riſing fun, and a to behold it 
with horror, Death to me appears the greateſt benefit; 

a. certain paſſage from agitation to peace, from motion 
to reſt. 1 fear not the terrific dreams of futurity.— 
My children, however, jocund in youth, delight in 
preſent exiſtence, When I have fulfilled the duties 
of a father, then may 1 dew ay ceaſe to live; nor 
is it impoſſible but a remarkable ſupplement may fol- 


low, of the ſtrange viciſſitudes of this my life, in which 
I may ſpeak more openly of things I have been, in pru- 

dence, obliged partly to conceal. = 
Thou, oh God! my righteous judge, didſt ordain that 
1 ſhould be, that n — an example of fuffer- 
ing 


E of JF " ee 


3. 3 < 0 2 


I was called Trenck:; when that eombinztion 0 
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ing to the world; thou madeſt me what I am, gaveſt 
me theſe, ſtrong paſſions, theſe quick nerves, this uni- 
verſal glow, this thrilling of A when behold, 
injuſtice. Strong was my mind, that deeply it might 


theſe meditations I might retain. ſtryng my, body, 
that prenedycin might luppoſt all. it has pleaſed thee to 
inkitt. .. toy 1 ö | 


* R Ge ener trees, 
Could I. believe, with St. Paul, ihere are indeed 


= 


ſo ; with the eyes; of philoſo 
good God, Wh himſelf 18 voi | 
the Fe eee is han RODE ERA EIN 
turod. Him have I to thank for enabling me to en- 
counter and to conquer a hoſt;of troubles, and leaying a 
me ſtill in being to reap the fruit of my Victories. 
Should 1 continue to exif, ſhould, identity go 
with me, and I ſhould;know Mhat. J Was, chen, ben 
F par- 
ticles, Which Nature cammanded ſhould compoſe this, 
body, ſhall be decompoled, ſcattered, or in other b od- 


ies united; when J have no muſcles to att, no brain 


to think, no ret ina on which pictures can mechan ical] v. 
he painted, my eyes waſted, and no long remaining. 


10 Gee Creator's name, thould, I Hin bẽholq- 
a Creator; then, oh then will my, ſpwit mount, aud 


indubitably aſſociate with the ſpirits Gf wc juſt, that 


expectant wait their golden harps, and. glorious crowns, 
from the moſt high Cod For human Weak neſſes, 
human ſcelings, ariſing from our nature, ſpringing 
from our-4emperamen;, which the Creator, has. ordain- 
ed ſhall be even thus, and nootherwiſe; for theſe have 
I ſuffexcd enough on earth; for theſe, can I have 
nothing to fear beyond the grave, from a juſt God, 


1144 4 


who made me man, and not angel, and ſtationed me in 


| that, world) which bis own land had mingled good 


and eval, $ Fe "q 3 $25 ent err n ee, r 
Such is my confeſſion of faith; in this have I lived, 
in this will I die. The duties of a man, and of a 


_ Chriſtian, I have fulfilled; nay, often have exceeded, 


B b often 


2 


often have been too benevolent, too generous:; per. 
haps, alſo, too proud, too vain; Leould not bend, 
although liable to be broken. Many a ſleepleſs night, 
has a noble thirſt of knowledge made ine paſt. Ex- 
iſtence was given man to be emploged. -I ſhall have 
fleep enough in eternal niĩg lt.. 
That I have not ſerved the world: in ats ard em- 
ployments were beſt I might, is perhaps my on fault ; 
thefault of my manner; whichiS'now't6o radical to-be 
corretted in this my fixtieth year." Yes,T'aclknowledge 
my failing, acknowledge it unbliſhingly © nay, glory 
in the pride of a noble nature. Joy mall fpring up 
and quicken in my heart, when my exdmpleè; the in- 
ſtructions I give to youth, ſhall teach them, idle and 
thoughtleſs as they often are, virtue and wifdom, and 
thus enſure their happineſs. Joy ſhallmake my white 
locks 'again youthfal, when grey beards ſhall learn 
from me, to think and att more honourably, and to 
Jie tränquilly. Joy ſhall again enlighten my foul, 
When the deceitful ſhall become honeſt; the idle in- 
duſtrious; the ignorant learned ; the flave a free man, 
and the man of ſin, upriglit, juſt, and benevolent. 
For myſelf, T aſk nothing of thoſe who, having read 
my hiſtory, ſhall become my friends, for nothing 1 
need; but to them do I commit my wife and children. 
My eldeſt ſon is a lieutenant in the Tuſcany regi- 
ment of cavalry, under General Laſcy, and does hon- 
our to his father's principles. The ſecond ſerves 
His preſent Pruſſian majeſty, as enfign in the Poſadow- 
{ky dragoons, with equal promiſe. . The third is ſtill 
a child. My daughters will make worthy men happy, 
Tor virtue and gentleneſs have they imbibed with their 
mother's milk, Monarchs may hereafter remember 
what I have ſuffered, what I have loſt, and what is 
due to my aſhes. With this reflection I calmly quit 


o 


the world, . | 
Here doI publicly declare—1 will ſeek no other 
revenge againſt my encmies, than that of deſpiſing 
their evil deeds. It is my wiſh, and ſhall be my en- 
&cavour, difficult as is the taſk, to forget the paſt, and 


3:46 
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having commited no ofience, — Ml. I ſolicit 
monarchs for favour and poſts of honour, but, as 1 | 
have lived a free man, a Ain man will I die, 1 
Let the wiſe and benevolent reader grant me com- 
paſſion, and by my example, avoid much of that miſ- 
ery in which too much raſhneſs, or too little Caution, 
has involved „ 
Hle, hoſe untimely ambition impels him to under- 
| t:kings-heyond his ſtrength ; he, whe concerns him 
{elf with affairs not properly his own-; he, whoere&s 
himſelf into a reformer of this world's n will be 
the martyr of virtue, or perhaps the dupe of ſolly, and 
after having lived 1 _y even have the for- 
tune to die deſpiſer. 
4 conclude 45 my hiſtory on the evening precedin 
my journey to Berlin: Now, when I take leave vg 
my beloved wife and Vile. won, oh God, that 
for them I may journey] God grant I may encounter | 
no new afflictions, to be inſert 0 05 third. 
of this ine ultorys.: Higher and ate, "be. my 
De the Caſlie ee, 5 105 | 3 a 
re WRIOOs« | 1 0 of 1 | 
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F CONCLUDED. the ſecond volume of my life with 
1 preparations.for my journey to Berlin, whence the 
magnanimous Frederic William ſent me the deſired 
paſſport. This journey l cheerfully prepared to un- 
dertake, but my ever envious fate threw me on the 
bed of ſickneſs, inſomuch that ſmall hope remained 
Tever ſhould again behold the country of my forefa- 
thers, or outlive the moment which I bad been twen- 
ty years in anxious ex pectation of beholding. I ſeem- 
ed following the Great Frederic to the manſions of the 
dead; then ſhould I never have concluded my ſecond 
volume, have written this my third, or obtained the 
victory by which I am now fo gloriouſly crowned. 

A variety ef obſtacles overcome, I found it neceſſary 
firſt to make a journey into Hungary, which was one 
of the moſt vivifying and pleaſant ob my whole life, 

Wherever I went, eſpecially at Ofen and Peſt, I 
met that honourable reception, that ſenſibility of ſoul, 
the full enjoyment of which he only can feel. who 
ſolely: feeks the approbation of the wiſe, the worthy, 
and the juſt. I have no words to expreſs my ſenfa- 

tions, my ardent wiſhes for the welfare of a nation, 
where I. met ſo many proofs of honourable friendſhip. 
Wherever I appeared, I was welcomed, and followed 
wich love and that entkuſiamm Which only e 5 
| 18. 
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fathers of their country. The valour of my couſin 
Trenck, who died inglortouſly in the Spielberg, the 
| loſs of my great Hungarian eſtates, the fame of my. 
writings, and the cruelty of my ſufferings, had gone 
before me. Theſe mult I thank, for the reception 
which I never can forget. 'The,offieers of the army, 
the nobles of the land, alike, l the, wannth of. 
their eſteem, FFFVVUVU SOON © 
Such is: the reward of the upright + Such, too, are 
the proofs that this nation knows how juſlly to value 
fortitude and virtue. Have 1 not reaſon to glory in; 
children to thofe whe, When I am no more, ſhall dare; 
uprightly to determine concerning the rights. which 


have unjuſtly been ſnatched from me in Hungary * 


7 
o 


BY 


For myſelf, I am content, nay, rewarded, when come; 
miſerated as the martyr to the love of truth, of which, 
I have ever flood the undaunted advocate. 
Net a man in Hungary, thoſe alone excepted who. 
were intereſted; in my oppreſſion, but will proclaim, 
I have been unjuſtiy dealt by : Vet have I good rea- 
ſon to doubt I never ſhall find redreſs. Sentence has 
been already given; judges, more koneſt; cannot, 
without difficulty, reverie old decrees, and the preſent. 
poſſeſſors of my ſme eſtates, are alſo too powerful, toa 
intimate with the gevernors of the earth, for me to en- 
tertain any hope of a happier futurity. God knows. 
my heart: J. wiſh the preſent poſſeſſors may render: 
ſervices to the ſtate, equał to thoſe — a by the 
family of the Trencks; or:to thoſe that family Would 
have rendered, had its capability, and the uprightneſs; 
_ of its intentions, been ſooner and more properly, 
There is Htilè probability.I ſhould ever behold my. 
worthy and noble friends in Hungary more. Ilere { | 
bid them adieu, promiſing them ts endeavour. to pats. 
the remainder l my life ſo as ſtill to merit the appro- 
bation of a people, with whofe aſhes 4 would mot 
willingly have mingled my own. May the God of 
heaven proſper their undertakings! May the God pf: 


B. ha. heaven : 
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heaven preſerve. every Hungarian from a fate ſimilar 
ro mine? A fate, Which, ſtill unredreſſed, I. ſuffer, 
and with ichs and deſpair, to ſuffer muſt ſtill con- 
tinue. 

he Cioatd hive ever hedm: erke dude wa un- 
cultivated. In Vienna, men talk of their ſeminaries, 

their academies, ihd-theivifeionces: Vet, among this 
rude and uncultivated people, 1 found more ſubſcri- 
bers to my Writings, than among all'the learned men 

of Vienna; and in Hungary; more than in all the 
remainder of the Auſtrian dominiens. 
Ide wile literatt of the capital are little! in | eff of 
freedom. The Hungarians, the urilettered Croats, 
ſeek information. The poliſhed: people ef Vienna 
alk their confelſors” permiſſion to read inſtructive 
books. Various ſubſcribers, having read the firſt 
volume of my works, brought it back, and redemand- 
ed their money; becaufe ſome monk had told- them it 
was a book dangerous to-: be read. The very Judges. 
of their courts have reſold them to the bookſellers, 
for a few pence, or beſtowed them an thoſe who had 
_ care of their: ponfeiences to burn. 

The Hungarians have read with avidiey*; ; have 
hh * me molt: ſincerely for the inſtruction they 
had received, and the attempts I had made to deſtroy 
pulgar prejudices. In Vienna, alone, was my life 
decried as a romance; in Hungary, on the contraty, | 
1 found the compaſſion of men, their friendſhip, and 
effect 12] aid. Had my book been tlie preductiom of 
an Engliſhman, good wiſhes would not have been his 
only reward : Lords and ladies would have ff ubſcribed, 
to have procured him eaſe, and the Rate itfe)f would 
| Have ſelefted him as a man who, in er- muſt have 
retribution, sn. e 

Wo poor Gerat writers ws hn fors hab intereſt⸗ 
ed writes to encounter, if we would ſpeak truth, and 
unmalk injuſtice; and, if a book funds a rapid ſale, 

mean and diſhoneſt printers iſſue Ipurious editions, 
defrauding the author of his labours. Such privileged | 
wretches derive run from. way yet. «ZyCiate them- 
ſclves. 
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felves in companies, appear in the ſociety of honeſt 
men, and are enabled, by their ill-gotten gains, to pur- 
chaſe parents of nobility in Vienna: Yet 'courts of 
juſtice, that would execute à man, as a thief, whom 
hunger had compelled to ſteal a leaf of bread, behold 
theſe practices with indifference. Such governments 
are ignorant of the real influence of knowledge on the 
wealth and power ef ſtates. To keep the uſeful wri- 
ter poor, unprotected, not to incite his induſtry, by 
honour and reward, is political ignorance, and error 
of infinite impotmee 37 Foy CELL BIG LeVE 
Want of teachers is want of knowledge. Men of 
genius, unſupperted, will quit their country; or, if 
they remain, will be devoured by chagrin and con- 
flicting paſſions, or waſte their lives in exertions 
merely mechanical. Induſtry unrewarded, ſlumbers 
inactive, and where true ſcience is not, there will the 
libraries and minds of men be loaded with contempti- 
ble and deſtrutive- theological difputes. Prieſtcraft 
and Rome flouriſh, and the ſtate remains in ignorance. 
Uſeful men are want ing in countries where the canons 
of the church and military tactics can fabje@ and de- 
ſtroy, but cannot enlighten and regenerate. 4 TON 
The encouragement of the learned produces able- 
and ſcientific teachers, and from their ſeminaries, men 
of genius occaſionally come forth. If obliged to write 
for their daily bread, the minds of ſuch men begin to- 
deſpond; paid by the ſheet, they write ] + Uly, inſtead: 
of producing thoſe beautiful original works, of which 
they are capable. The world is thus inundated with 
books and pamphlets ; the undiſcerning reader knows 
not which to fele& ;- the more intelligent are diſguſted, 
or do not read at all, and a work of merit thus becomes 
as little profitable to the author as to the ſtate, | 
The reader will pardon this digreſſion, and will 
further permit me to remark that thoſe eritical writ- 
ings, the intent of which is only to diſcover faults in, 
and blame all other writings, ſerve but to depreſs the 
firſt efforts of genius, and injure the beſt of authors, 
m the opinion. of the ill-judging ; yet he wWwho critici- 
bes will gain as much as he who invents. 


* 


Thoſe: 
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Thoſe who have read the writings of Gellert, are 
fill deſirous of hearing what ſlander and onvy have to 
alledge. Curioſity e aid of optics, 
that we may diſoover the ſpots in the fun, and thoſe 
the ſimple gazer imagines he has ſoen, when the im- 
poſtor, that preſents the teleſcope; has preyiouſſy ſpot- 


&d the glaſs, „ nana For feurt y'4 
Ide man who invents does but ſmile at thoſe who 
attend only to the order of words, or the placing of 
commas ; or wWhe detect him in having, for a moment, 
forgotten his grammar: Yet ſuch infos muſt exiſt. 
The catterpillar will deſtroy the-bloom-of the peach, 
nav, will devour the fruit; but what ſhould be ſaid 
to the gardener, who- therefore roots up the tree, or 
d lops its branches as to render it harren: What, in- 
deed, ſhould he plant the thiflle in its place ?) 
I left Vienna on the th of January; and came to. 
Prague. Here I found nearly che ſame reception as in 
Hungary; my writings bad been univerfally read. 
like favour, like friendſhip ; may they, as they merit, 
live happy, in connubial love: May the; monarch 
know how to value and employ men of generous feel- 
ings and enlarged underſtandings, whom- here, con- 
trary to expeRation, I found, ' 
 I'reluftanily bade adieu to Prague; and continued 
my journey to Berlin, Here in Bohemia, I took leave 
of my ſon, a «eutenant-m the ſecond regiment of cara- 
bineers, who ſaw his grey-headed father; andihis two 
brothers, deſtined for the Pruſſian ſervice, depart.— 
He felt the full weight of this feparation ::1 reminded. 
him of his duty to the ſtate he ſerved.; alſo, of the 
fearful fate of his uncle and father, in Auſtria, and of 
the poſſeſſors of our vaſt eſtates in Hungry He: 
ſhrank back look from his father pierced him to 
the ſoul tears ſtood in his eyes his youthful blood: 
flowed- quick, and the n burſt: 
fuddenly from his lips: I call God to witneſs, 1 
« will prove myſelf worthy of my father's name, and? 
„that, While I live, his enemies ſhall be mine.“ wh 
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What are the feelings of a father, who in his ſon 
embraces his friend! His brothers wept, nor could I 
retain my tears! The beſt of opportunities this to 
jnſtil the beſt of principles ; and I here remind them 
of the holy covenant we then made — charging them 
to read this, and remember it when I am laid low in 
the grave. The monarch, who ſhall wiſh to entertain 
them in his ſervice, may reſt'aſſured of their fidelity, 
zeal, and their powers of mind: Actuated by the no- 
bleſt ſpirit of ambition, they will endure no diſhonour ; 
and ſo, not enduring, only, will they fulfil my wiſhes 
and communddes” ty. wi Yk; Rob Wo FS ORE 

At Peterſwalde, in the road to Dreſden, my car- 
riage broke down: My life was endangered, and my 
fon received a contuſion in the arm. The eryſipelas 
broke out on him at Berlin, and 1 could not preſent 
him to the King during a month after my arrival. 
l had been but a ſhort time at Berlin before the well- 
known miniſter, Count Hertzberg, with whom I had 
been acquainted at Aix la Chapelle, received me witk 


all poſſible Kindneſs. Every man to whom his pri- 


vate and internal worth are known, not ſeekin the 
addition of titles, will congratulate the ſtate that has 


high an office. His feholaſtio and practical learning, 


his knowledge of languages, his acquaintance with the 
profound ſciences, are indeed wonderful. His diſ- 
courſe is eloquent, his writings are original, his char- 
acter noble, and his heart feeling 
His zeal for his country is ardent, his love of his 
King unprejudiced, his induſtry admirable, his firm- 
neſs that of a man, and his behaviour in private, amia - 
ble and deſtitute of miniſterial arrogance, He is the 
moſt experienced and beſt informed man in the Pruſ- 
han ſtates on internal economy. Ile harangues moſt 
inſtructively in-the aſſemblies of the Royal Academy 
of Berlin, and fpeaks with equal affability and philan- 
thropy to the poor peaſant. The very enemies of his 
country may rely on his word: The eſtabliſhment of 
the Pruſſian power is the objekt of his heart, hong 5 
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he is incapable of ſeeking even this in the infidivus 
paths of Machiavilian politics. The aztful;.he..can 
encounter with art; thaſe who menace with defiance: 
and fortitude ; and, with wiſe foreſight, can avert the 
riſing ſtorm. The duties of his laborious, ſtation he 
himſelf fulfils. He ſeeks not fplendour in ſumptuous 
entertainment, and oſtentatious retinue ; but, can he 
only enrich the ſtate, and bebold the people happy, he 
is himfelf willing to remain poor. His eſtate, Briels, 
near Berlin, is nor Chantoloup, but a model for thoſe 
8 would ſtudy economy... Here, he, every 
Wedneſday, after ſevere fatigue, enjoys recreation.— | 
The ſerviees he renders the kingdom, colt it only five | 
thouſand rix-dollars yearly ; he therefore lives with- 
out oſtentation, yet becoming his ſtate, and, with, 
ſplendor when ſplendor is neceſſary. He does not, 
like waar ne plunder the public treaſury hat 
de may preſerve his n private property. The la- 
hours he perſorms rende his life unenviable, not 
weill bis death be ric 
This man, Whom without flattery I have deſcribed, 
is he who will live ſo conſpicneus in the annals of 
Fruſſia ; he ho was ſe inceſfanth/ employed under 
che great Frederic; Who ſo much contributed to make 
him great; had ſo much influence in the | cabinets of 
Europe; ſo much drew the attention of ' thinking 
men ; Who alone anjoyed the : confidence ant honour 
af being admitted. a Witneſs of thelaſt actions, the laſt 
ſenſations of his dying king ; yet Who, during his 
whole life, favoured as he was by this king, never aſkł- 
ed, nor ever received, the leaſt gratuity, Thus is the 
miniſter, - whole perſonal converſatien I had two 
months the happineſs to partake at Aix la Chapelle 
and Spa, whoſe approbation I obtained, Whoſe wel- 
Are is the | with F404 my heart, and whoſe memory 1 
mall ever revere. . Ample be the rewards his country 
tall beſtow 1! Never ay envy detract from his: mer- 
its, or diſquiet his grey hairs, When he ſhall find rea- 
fon, at length, to live for himſelf or With . 
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down that burthen, whi ck no other fingle man will 
be found potent enough to bear, 

I was received'with-diſtinRion at his table, wind 1 
aſſociated with the moſt learned members of the Ber- 
lin Academy, and became acquainted with thoſe whoſe 
ſcience molt had profitted and honoured'the Pruſſian 
ſtates; nbt was any thing more flattering to my ſelf- 
love, than that men like theſe ſhould think me wor- 
thy their friendſhip. . Not pany days paſſed” before- 
I was preſented at court by the Pruſſian — 
Prince Sacken; as it is not cuſtomary at Berlin for a 
foreign CubjeRt to be preſented by the miniſter of his 
own court. Though a Fruſſian Tubjet, 1 wore the 
Imperial uniform. 

The king received me with remarkable. condeſten- 
ſion: All eyes were directed toward ine, each perſon 
took me by the hand, each welcomed me to my coun- 
try. This moved me the more by being remarked by 
the foreign miniſters, who aſked, with ſurpriſe, Who 
that Au officer could be who was received with 
fo much affection, and ſuch evident joy, in Berlin. 
The gracious monarch himſelf gave tokens of a noble 
pleaſure, at beholding me thus ſurrounded. Amon 
the reſt, came the worthy and honourable General 
Prittwitz, who embraced me, and ſaid aloud— 

_ © This is the gentleman who might have ruined | me, ; 
© to effect his own deliverance.” - 1 

C onfuſed at ſo public a declaration, 1 deſired him 
to ex pound this riddle ; and he added - 55 

was obliged to be one of your guards on your | 

* unfortunate g Journey, from Dantzic to' Magdeburg, 

in the year 1754, when I was a lieutenant. On the 


road Tleft my eſcort behind, and continued alone 


+ vath you in an open Carria e. This gave you 
Opportunity to . hut you forbore; 1 125 naſe 
* ward ſaw the danger to which I had ADS. my. 
Had you deen leſs E had ſuch a 
1 prifoner 523 25 through my negligence, I had cer- 
* tutnly been ruined. The king believed you alike 
* dangerous, and deſerving of pubiſhmont, I, 1 
66 = 


you THE LI F E or 
« forc here publickly n you as my faviour, 
and am in gratitude your friend“. 
The reader need but refer to the firſt volume, and 
he will find this noticed; but, when I wrote it, I 
knew not the generous man, who wiſhed me ſo well, 
was the preſent General Prittwitz. That he ſhould 
himſelf remind me of this incident, does him the great - 
er-bongure{ „ „ß 
The magnanimity of the action might be called in 
doubt by all who do not know that, even in chains, 
I might have eſcaped, would. I have deceived thoſe 
who honoured me with their confidence. When im- 
priſoned in Glatz, I was permitted to, hunt; a friend 
remained in my bed, and I returned as a man of © hon- 
our ought. My eſtabliſhed character in this reſpeR 


was PL in Migdeburg. I have given repeated 
| Proofs that I would not owe my own welfare to an- 
other's misfortune : Yet I myſelf doubt the motives 
of my own conduct in journeying from Daytzic, 


The confidential manner in which 1 was treated, lull- 

ed me into {ſecurity ; my conſcience, void of guilt, 

could not-lead me to dread tlie miſcries of Magdeburg. 

In fine, my fate ſo would have it, that i E { | 
- ſhould ten years remain, Could I have foreſeen, could 

I have ſuſpected what I was to ſuffer, I ſhould proba- 


bly have eſcaped, and the worthy Prittwitz would 
have been tüte Uꝶw;̃ ꝗ ¶Ü—ͤrlʃ“ F Üù c ES oy 4 

In all the various accidents of life, When in danger, p 
1 have never, heſitated, but }fuddenly reſolved, and 


ſometimes raſhly—this journe alone excepted, ., Such K 

is the intricacy of the fate of man, a clue to Which the 0 

wiſe will not attempt to find. Why was I at one t 
moment ſo irreſolute, and ſo head- long at every other? 5 F 

4 AVhy does the braveſt ſoldier at certain times appear F 
a coward, and thereby loſe all his former hard-earned 5 

fame ? Why does the coward himſelf feel intervals of | 

r courage? The body's injuries add to, or diminiſh, the 


mind's vigour ! The will depends on. the ſtomach's 
concoction. He whoſe rapid circulation never ſuffers 
Bim to ſtand ſtill, yet, cannot riſe and dance, if ſuffer- 
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lng from indigeſtion. If the weather be gloomy, ſo 
often will be the intelle&, ' Such are mechanical 
cauſes : He Who would fol reaſons more fublime, 
which I have not to give, muſt ap pg. to his guardian 
angel, or the ſwarming ſprites 0 Swedenburg, and 
there he ſhall find ſhade w ithour body, and body with- 
out ſhade, x 
Having been introduced at court, I thought: it 
neceſſary to obſerve cuſtomary ceremonies, and was 
preſented by the Imperial ambaſſador, Prince Reuſs, to 
all foreign miniſters, and ſuch families as are in the 
7 routine of admitting like viſits, 'T was received by 


the Prince Royal, the \ reigning Queen 3 
ager, and the whole roya l mt in the ir various pala- 

0 ces, with eſteem and favour never to be forgotten. His 

1 royal highneſs Prince Henry, the well known partaker 5 


of his brother's glory, invited me to a private audience, 
continued” long in'converſation with me, teſtified the 
utmoſt Page rey Fo at what 1 had undergone; promiſed 
me his future pygteftion, admitted me to his private” 
concerts, and made me ſtay and ſup at court. 
A like reception I met in the palace of Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunſwic, where I frequently dined and 
ſupped. His princeſs, well worthy a" crown took 
delight in hearing my narratives, and in my knowledge 
of men and manners, and loaded me with favaurs. 
Prince Ferdinand's mode of educating his children, | 

is exemplary, and well worthy imitation,” Prom this 
family, the world, with good reaſon, has much to ex- 
pet, The ſons are inſtructed in the ſoldier's: duties, 
their bodies are inured to the inclemencies of: weather, 
ſuch as the meaneſt man in an army muſt ſupport; 
they are tauglit to ride, ſwim, and are ſteeled to all 
the fatigues of war. Therefore is their growth like 
the cedar of Lebanon, and their minds as exalted. 
Princely pride they only know to deſpiſe. Their 
hearts are formed for friendſhip, and pant to acquire 
all the fame of noble deeds, which, for-this reaſon, 
they cannot fail to attain, Happy the ſtate wherein 
they are born! Happy the nation in ene of en f 
they are to act! 
Cc 8 Never 


— | | ' 


ans *. LIFE or: 


Never yet has flattery degraded my pen, nor be it 


no ſuſpected, When 1 ſay how highly I Konour their 
noble mother, Who has educited' her fons for their 
country's 200d, teaching ther, not the effeminate and 

contemptible vices, but the 8 duties of princes, 
accuſtoming them like men to abour,” like men to 


grOW wiſe. HO; 1110311 5² WON * 11 | ESN 516 55 


I ſpeak from knowledge, therefore, my word ig not 


liable to reproof. 2Þ have faid too little. Hesel 
of thoſe who were to teach them wifdom, to imp 
their natural talents, inſtrüct them 10 blaß Ar 
paſſions, enlarge their views, and 'Rrenigthen their 
love of mankind, was certainly moſt fortunate, and 
as well diſplays the penetration of thoſe who clidie 
them, as the views with which they were choſen. 
How immeiiſe the difference 'between this and es 
mode I have ſeen” practiſed in other countries, Where 
ſhuddering, I have beheld future deſpots in puny boys! 
How ridiculous theſe their Rb yal Fes appear, 
who, though born to rule, are not, ig real worth, or 
abilities: deſerving to be the lackeys MX the leaft of 
thofe whom they treat with ewnterdph ; and yet Who 
ſwell, ſtrut, ſtride, and 'contein — themſelves as 
eſſentially different by nature, 921 of a ſuperior tank 
in the ſcale of beings, though in reality, Weir minds 
are of the loweſt, the meaneſt claſs. WIEN | 


Happy the ate whoſe prince is deeply kmprened 
with a ſenſe that the people are not His property, hut 


he the property of the people] Would men gver have 


been ſcourged by the iron whip of arbitrary power, 5 


had not their minds from infancy, been poiſoned With 
flaviſh prineiples; had not the few wiſe been unable 
to attuate and infpire the crouching vaſfal ſwarm? 
A prince, beloved by his 57 will ever rte 


nation more ay! Finn, \ whole Gy wich is 
inſpire fear. . 


» FS 4 


The pleaſure I 1 Bam was great 40 | 


When 1 went to court, the honeſt citizens crowded 
to ſee me; and when any one among them ſaid & That 


7 is \Trencky” the reſt would: e v0 Welcome once 
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ce more e to your cc country,” he many would reach 
me their hands, with the tears ſtanding in their eyes. 
Frequent were the ſcenes. ] experienced of this kind. 
No pardoned. malefactor would Have been ſo received! 
Oh no lt is the ſWeet, reward of innocence: This 
reward was fully beftowed throughout the Pruſſian 
territOries.,, «,- Joy Selva wont 655 
Oh world, A word, tdeceived by ſhow ! | 

What is oy pratle, or what. thy, blame ? Doſt thou 
not blindly follow, the opinion of the prince, be he 
ſevere, or indulgent, arbitrary, or juſt. p Thy cenſure 
and thy praiſe equally originate in common teport. 
Jam of this an exemplary, proof, In Magdeburg I 
lay, chained to, the wall, ten years, bghing 3 in wretch- 
edneſs, ſuffering every affliktion, every calamity of 
hunger, cold, nakedneſs, and contempt. And where- 
fore ? Becauſe the King, by flanderers deceived, pro- 
nounced me worthy puniſhment, || Becauſe a wiſe 
King miſtook me, and treated me with barbarity. 
Becaufe a pruderff King, knowing he had done wrong, 
yet would not have it fo ſuppoſed. » So was his heart 
turned to ſtone ; nay, oppoſed. by, manly fortitude, 
was enraged to e Moſt men knew I was an 

innocent ſufferer, © « Yet did they all e out the more, 
2 ſaying, let him be crucified !——— And why ? What 
* evil hath he done PF rederit ha had pronounced the 
ſentence, It was his will, and I muſt be deemed a 
malefactor. My very N were aſhamed to hear 
my name. My ſiſter was barbarouſly treated becauſe 
the } iteouſl fied. me, in my. misfortunes. 'No man 

durlt 17 — 8 avow . Himſelf my friend, durſt own* I 
merited compaſſion ; or much leſs, that the infallible 
King had erred. I was. the moſt deſpiſed, forlorn 
man on earth; 7 and when thus put on the rick had 1 
there expired, my epitaph would have been, « Here 
« hes the traitor. Trenck. 1 e 

12 is dead, 125 he 2855 is chang 85 r 

monarc has aſcended the t vile, an e b' is 
changed to a beautiful butterfly The fun pte, | 
and the light er upon "ny titer ard myſelf. 
The 
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The witneſſes to all I have aſſerted a are, n nes and 
loudly now proclaim! the truth, enbtace "he" ith 
Hesse Ralf affeftion ; and the u un niverlal Contempt af 
error, Which J fo; -ohg Area, is now Changed © 
univerſal admiration 1 cem! 805 des 
The: grandees of. the "earth 151980 Khirty years, Gr 
even as man months, 9, Fr | Jets dein ng Alive, would 
not have deig Ned 4d 9 F Aceine a 9 we 
ſmalleſt co megzſhon,.n wo, Tode rc d 
me Frederic MIA! in has don e me 1 Yn et - 
the. Great lies ilen able wo Faint) 5 the fentence'! 
1 am yet the fame A . 55 chang Mp 
Does the worth © tet pend uf 5 his actions; | 
his reward or Nadir RE his: +36 Wh ö In arbl. 
trary, flates cdl not. They depend on the Ereath 
of a king !, Frederic was the moſt (penettitio ;Printe 
.of his Age, but the” moſt; obRtinate Allo; the moſt? un- 
relenting whehevet he encountered , TL ooo or, 
by perſiſting WM, could diſguife error. vice drad- 
ful to thoſe” whom he felekted as vikims, that mtift be 
Leerificed to the ptoinoting of his arbitrary views!" 
' Suſpicion | may render à monarch leſs liable 10 be 
"deceived on certain oceafions, but to how many flan- 
ders and falſchoods is he expofed by this e 
quality! ? I had ftrength to ſupport every thing Fred- 
eric had pow er to inflict; nay, after all: ay Tk erings, 
have lived to ſee the end of my royal foe; to whoſe 
overgrown armies and Ns de will, I had 
nothing but patience and fortitude to oppoſe. - But 
oh ! How: many were there, like me, roaning in 
dungeons, the victims of a fate ſo wretched, who no 
are no more |. Or who now, it living, have' not, like 
me, the means of publifling attthe miſeries they have 
en ured k How many periſhed, the fun offerings. of 
this obſtinate felf. wilt, whoſe: orphan children now 
cry to God for vengeance ? How many of theſe 
_ orphans are obliged to utter their groans in ſecret : 
"Becauſe, or fathers having been cut off, they have 
n means of hs uſtification 10 he dead, alas F cannot 


W. Teal egen aud ended with execution. K 
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any ee MAN D- Mere, in- 
1 H ih to FR poor condemned wretch 
1 1 0 « 4 f e What is the 
605 Aa ulham; deft. tre bon Bai. 


GR gion ſentence of 

aur ede 1 N 1e bf a Vien- 
k It} ha do th ; +3 able 

E R OA mali cg Ss. Df 
Ms Of . s of cc ourt paraki ger ſuade the 


and of. 5 84 1 = 55 8 5 75 mfuſe imo 


his heart the and 4 125 ctive RRP, that 4 


AF 4 4 


5 to man's m * 0d. to 127 Ae for 
him, and iran go ons bee mould wwe ery 
_ with;,one auen and if unable to ſhackle. arbitrary 


power, ſti N uld we. endeavour to ſhew how danger- 


ous; it is, 1 How. deſpicable! The .priefts of liberty 
ſhould 


FL their i the eee Who de- 
f power? a nul lity,, and the fentence of 


 jultice.om nipetent..; 3: ho. cantemns the, acts of an 
Alexander, ors Chetles. Xo, i oo 


[ Woe, to the monarch. po fied. by dhe delle 


ſpirit of congquelt;!: - Woe, to the COUNTY whole Quix- 
ote rulor is ex in, ſearch of giants l Woe to the peo- 
ple whom his, fury;doams; to 7 5 fwo ta, or who! are 


made, the ſanguina ry inſtruments of deſolation, death 


or llavery, to other nations W ten fold woe, to 
that princezwho, would be 10 ared b the ect wirelch- 
es he hazfettered;\ Woe to lim w 18: quick to pum 
, iſh, flow, to reward, or-aho.onhy,employs his Late in 
the. n e ph ct . favournes.! The hart: of do- 
minion and the thirſt, of blood. a 
What wonder that. he, who . mak 


ever aſſociated? 
' the> rights and 

heads: of men his ſport, ſhould.be:deaf to their groans v 
Inſtead aging the. acts of heroes in our longs, | 


1 of rains them to the rank of heroes by our 


© c 2 | valoun 
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valour We. ought. much rather to praiſe and proteft e 


friend s of peace. Hailer 550 1071 51 Gott þ hatoqquin 


Who can name the 1 in Europe where Louis, 
Peter, or wer AN $48 The LD rowdy po 
5 Is, 8 825 : n * 


been, are not, 


tres de cachet, the-k no, inet 
 feding all 0 e como la 4 u 


Mould, 7 7 debe de g 0 nd pra A 


themſel ves | Th 1 If ebend the 
Ae ever Fat "3p * 125 ne D 8 ¹⁰ Get 52 
No rea Going yah rporal to the; poor 
dier, whom be. 5 e, reaſoniog elt "the 
judges, The gourt bas decided: <d.,,., No..xcaſoningoraſh 
and pertinaci jou Trench, v ill the prudent reader c- 
Cha. Throw dz Pen J dhe fre, and expole.mnot 
thyſelf to become the martyr of ſtate. inquiſtion. 2110 
Ves, kind counſelor, I Will e SaSiag Let. 
others beware 10 they expoſe themſelues, ito like 
dangers, or let t heir narratives. lic buried, till they 
Fa ra, be 
ſuffer. 999 af ona tt} n bie 
'Unremarked, mn my thonghts. If AG ade e 
i me; aſtray from my, ſubject, when the;zemembrance of 
the paſt ſwells my veins, when {wifter, circulates my 
blood, a nd the deep wounds of my heart again guſh 
forth, wounds that never; can be healed; nevef can be 
fcatied over. ; Such paſſages.repale and. reaſon would: 
1151 But, ah. +. how. map, repent having written the 
82 ?; Neither have Linne iq recopy; what L. write 
hus wy, writings juflly. incur blame; from rigid 
ba 0 iin, and even from my, beſt friends; whe.would. 
bag e eee G . ig 235 


* ns remain, critical. 
. e he 92 9 d thirty yea rs been in 


tha ſery 157 ol. Auſtriag, er hee od heholding.the 

repeated ani genergus.,e forts 1, made.cfieftually to. 
ſerve, that 158 8 ale „Ihe Emperor. Joſeph, 
Luppoſes i me- old 125 the fruit is waited, and that the 
huſk. 25 1 remains. In, this: he is wrong. The op⸗ 
Ae Lk Lave, e too. este Fh for an ate 
5 dem. 
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my old age; Bring upon mytelf t 
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veblh r qobiing e adequate fatisfaction. It is alſe 


| „ I ſhould not be ages with alittle.” This 
foppeſition'is” equally 


To tontitive him in 
wy ien Who has once deen op refſed, and who 
eſſes qualities that fa make injuſtice manifeſt, is 
the pb of ſtateß. Neither do courtiers love the 
mam wahle te penietrate, is liable to fruſtrate 965 
inſidious intents. os 1 hive beef treated by ju wag 
es, referendaries, curators? 1 3 thaps too ripe 
edly urged ; yet ſurely this will: be Fr iven me, 
though this 150 Aue reaſoh why: I'never can 
obtam juſtice; My Tpiri it has been too preud to im- 
plore, my nature too independent. My journey to 
Berkin has given the Wanderer fufthe rop run of 
painting meas a ſuſpicious che a e at che 
ine ffoctdnf attempt: 
I appeared in the Tegeliel, Unten, my by my 
eonduct, belied fuch inſmuations. So was it writ- | 
ten 40 Curt in November, when J journeyed into 
H > The-motivns: of Trenck ought to be ob- 
„ ferved in Hung gary.“ Ye poor malicious blood- 
fuckets ofthe vittuous ? Ye ſhall not be able to hurt 
a bair of ny head. Ye cannot! injure the man who has 
fxtytyears lived in honour,” Thus the elephant moves 
along regardleſs ef the e 1 will not, in 
e reproach of incon- 
ſtaney, treachery, or defire of revenge. Nor Sultan, 
nor Great Mogul; fall allure me to ſlavery. I will 
betray no politzeal-feerets 1 wiſh not to injure thoſe 
by whom have been injured. — Such acts will I nev- 
er commit Never I never yet defcended to the of- 
fice. of ſpy, nor will 1 die a rewarded villain, Nei- 
ther in Auſtria nor Pruffia, wilt 1 be made the inſtru- 
ment/of'a faction | 
To your work; therefore, yo 'dealers in court enig- 
mas: T here renovice your ſociety; -here publickly 
renounce the dignities of courts or armies, determined 
to live à private man, thankful only to, thoſe who 
mall treat me with friendſhip, or endeavour to obtain 
Wen me wind | of that right which ſo ur is my 
£3. 
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due. Theſe hail, not 5 Trenck is hen 
debtor, for his C eke arg 1 — 1 penn, 


Ves, 2 wi din Berlin and 
the juſt; e ns 
declared ———— r 1 | Pear vin 
the Imperial uniform an ey; f. my 
Ration : and cnow- — — Fopllan * Au- 
ſtria return, there ern m. a fat Yo RAVIng 
already done more: for: this gon evans o ash 
7 75 expetted from an rede ee s is ${qoq 5: 

; Yet. more of what ned in Berlin. e 


Some days m_—_ ad been preſented, to, 8 King, 
and ſupped Wich the = Lenzreated a private ad- 
cence; and, on the ans ebruary, ; received dhe 
laying letter 81 Dow ett Jedi neon bas!“ 
IN anfwer to your detter of che. th of this month, 
< which has beer: given me, I gladiy inform you that, 
if you will come to me after dinner tomorrow, at 
„ five © clock, I ſball have ive. pleaſure. to ſee and ſpeak 
„ with you; meantime, age votre ae into 
$ his haly Keeping: 25 I 0r5ghet 08 100 21 116614 218 
639% yer ont FREDERIC, WILLIAM: 
Berlin Feb. Mix 10891153 „ d 03.100 nwdad How 
P. S. After figning the above, I find it wore con- 
| « venient to appoint to-morrow, at nine in the morn- 
** ing, about which time you will come into the apart- 
.6c ment named the marmor kammer (marble chamber. *) 
The anxiety with which I expected this wiſhed - for 
interview, may well be congeived. I found the Pru- 
gan Titus alone, and he meet en eee 
with me more than an hour 
How condefcending, how. ke Was the monarch ! 1 
How great! How nobly did he conſole. me for; the 
paſt Keen entirely did his aſſurance of 3 over 
power my whole ſoul ! He bad read the | haſtory bf 
my life. When: Prince of, Pruſſia, he had been an 
eye-witneſs in Magdeburg, of my martyrdom, and my 
attempts to eſcape. Many circumſtances be recol- 
lected himſelf, and he inquired of thoſe who had heen 
| Pas and who capfirmcathe truth of my nar * 
an 


\ ad - 
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and the feverity vr fs Long ſhall I're- 
member theſe fortunate moments; yet theſe are fled. 
His Majeſt p arted from me with tokens of confirmed 
eſteem Ad Eats hon. My eyes bade adieu but 
my heart femained in the marble. chamber, in compa- 
wy with a ptince capable of ſenſations ſo en 
_ 15 "wi for his welfare ale eternal. I Ro 
ſince joittteyed "through the greater 5 of 
a6 Prins Thates, Mhere is dhe eeuntry in/which 


the people all are ſatisfied ? Many complained of op- 


preſſions, hard times, or ada unrewardod. My 
general ariſwer was a: 
Friends kneet with the rihng 0 and thank the 
God of heaven that you are Pruſſians. I have ſeen 
« and ae much of this world, and F aſſure, on my 
« Honour! ybu are among the happieſt people of Eu- 
pe. Canes of complaint every where cxilt ; but 
„you habe a king, neither obſtinate, ambitious, cov- 
ti etous; ner crueſ: His will is that his people ſhould 
« haut va of content, and ſhould he err, by chance, 


his heart is not to blame, if the ſubject ſuffers. . 


To ths truth of this 1 pledge my veracity; I am 
well known not ta be a e I ſpeak what I have 


ſeen ; I vent-the thoughts of my heart; I write from 
convittion; [Ou not. Aw the iner r of: re- 


ward. 
The: eyes of all Der reh. wy ele died to- 
ward) Berlin.——Eager to learn whether Frederic Will- 
iam will be able to ſuſtain the vaſt and artificial fabric, 
reared by. his predeceſſor, I will en but li 
te, I will ſtate. incontrovertible facts. 
Pruſſia is neither wanting in able, active, or learned 


men. The warmth of patriots glows in their veins. 


The ſoul of the Great Frederic il inſpires the ma- 
chine, and. there is little doubt but that its wheels will 
not be clogged by innovation. Should this plan be 
ſteadily purſued, there will: be no confuſion of tongues, 


in the tower of Babel: And thoſe, who wiſh its de- 


ſtruction, will have great. difficulties to ſurmount. Ey- 


bop. thing remains with. * labile. as under the 


reign. 


8 124 1 ; ad... ah 
increaſe. i di lle 


That he is a ſoldier and a general, his great inſtructor 
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reign of Frederle ; and, ſhould the thunder burſt, the 
ready conduttors will render the bolt ineffettlal. 
Hlertaberg ſtill labdurs in the cabinet, AF thinks, 
writes, and acts as he has done for years, The Kin 
is deſirous that juſtice ſhalt be done his ſubjects, an 
will pyniſh; perhaps with more ſeverity, whenever he 
finds himſelf deceivod, than, from the goodneſs of his 
diſpoſition, might he ſuppo fed. The treaſüry is full, 
the army continues the ſame; and there is little reaſon 
to doubt but that induſtry, population, and wealth will 
1 z en. DS 3 As 


— 
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Yet is it ardently to be defired'that commerce might 


be promoted; by treaties with foreign nations; induſ. 


try encouraged; monopolies totally aboliſhed ; the 
price of proviſions reduced; manufactures ſupported ; 
manufacturers leſs burthened by taxes; juſtice impar- 
tially adminiſtred; puniſuments rendered more mild; 
toleration made more univerſal; foreigners no lon- 
ger ee 1,99 ; promiſes held ſacred, and free egreſs 
and regreſs given throughout the Pruſſian provinces. 
None but the vile and the wicked would leave the 
kingdom; while the oppreſſed and beſt ſubjects of 


other ſtates would fly their native country, certain of 


finding encouragement and ſecurity in Pruſſia. 
Ide perſonal qualities of Frederic William merit to 
be deſcribed. He is tall and handſome, his mein is 
majeſtic, and his accompliſhments of mind and body 


would procure him the love of men, were he not a 


king. He is affable without \deceit; friendly and 
king in converſation, and ſtately: when ſtatelineſs is 
neceſſary. His ſtep is firm, his voice ſoriorous, his 
tone commanding, his heart capable of the nobleſt fen- 
ſations, and fo benevolent that his greateſt happineſs 
is in e happineſs of others. He is bountiful, But 


not pföfufe; he knows that, without economy, the 
Pruſſian power muſt ſink. Helis not tormented by 


the ſpirit of conqueſt; he wiſhes harm'to no nation, 
yet will he not certainly ſuffer other nations to make 
encroachments, nor will he be terrified by menaces. 


and 


aa has, long ſince borne. 8 He 

is, like wiſe, convinced; how- neceſſary it is that the 
king of a military ſtate ſuould bethe friend of wilita 
men. f py roy mot te ut dirfigs cos biin 
The, wiſe Frederic When living, though himſels 
learned, and a lover of the ſciences, never encouraged 
them in his kingdom, Germany, under his reign, 
might have forgotcen hen language i he prefered the 
literature of France, Konigſberg once the ſemi 
of the North, contains, at Preſent, few:profeilors, or: 
ſtudents ; the former are fallen into diſrepute, and are 
ill paid; the latter repair to Leipfſic and Gottingen. 
We have every reaſon to ſe: the preſent mon- 
arch, though no learned man himſelf, will encourage” 
the ban. of the learned, Stud n learned in ju- 
rilprudence and the ſciences; may not be wanting, 
more. eſpecially. as the nobility: muſt}: without excep- 
tion, ſexve in the army, ſo that learning has but few: 
adherents, and theſe are deprived of the means of im- 
provement. The nation, which, in this age, can 
wicld the ſword alone, will find itſelf inferior to com- 
petitors. Nor will Frederic William govern with an 
iron ſceptre, or eonſign his ſubjetts ſolely to the 
ſlaughter-houſe, He will not be the ſultan of des- 
Superſtition, ſtupidity, fear and the whip, are the 
ſupport of the, defpot : he is a monarch Who, by 
Ni his: ſubjects to love and revere him, will ex- 
cite them to the performance of their duties. Theſe 
duties are promoted by the promotion of knowledge, , 
conſe uenily the Pru ſſian academies will revive, ſup- 
prriies , as they have nn; Rs W ſytem of | 
Fred eric 3771 5 by, 1 
F rederic William "OY ob 1 nods gt che friend of! 
men, to torture, or ſuffer them to pine in 13 He 


the will not uſe the whip to bend the Pruſſian back to ſla- 
77 very! He, likewiſe, abhors the barbarity with which 
on, the ſoldiers are beaten: His officers will not be fetter 


ed hand and foot; ſlaviſn ſubordinat ion will be ban- 
ces. iſhed, and the noble in heart will be the noble of the 
tor Land, He _— n ſuch a prince, deierves 1 5 45 
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ble dete May he in his people, find perfect 
content! May his people be ever worthy ſuch a 
prince! Long may he reign, and may his miniſters be 


ever enlightened and honourable men Such is my 


ardent prayer Such too is the 33 of a monarch 
whom I have praiſed, not becauſe of 
power, but his worth; and becauſe it is his dehght to 
make the good and virtuous happy. 
He ſent for me a ſecond time, . mack with 
me, and confirmed thoſe ideas which my firſt inter- 
view had inſpired, and I am fully convinced 1 have 
not miſtaken his character.. 


On the 11th of March 1 preſented i my fon at e 
er private audience, whom I intended for the Pruſſian 


ſervice, The King immediately beſtowed a commiſ- 


ſion on him in the Poſadowſky dragoons, at my eſpe - 


cial requeſt. The difficulty of obtaining ſuch a com- 
miſſion, without having firſt ſerved as an enſign, is 
well known; this was therefore a particular favour 


and honour, and my {on has the more to expect, ſince 


his Majeſty has himſelf promiſed his promotion. 


I ſaw him at the review at Velau, and his ſuperior 


officers formed great expeCtations from his zeal. Thus 
T have done the duty of a father by my {ons : Time 
will diſcover whether he in the Auſtrian, or this in 
the Pruſſian ſervice, will firſt obtain rewards due to 


their father; and to this ſtate will I bequeath. my 
third ſon, Should they both remain unnoticed, I will 
beſtow him on the Great Turk, rather than on Euro- 


pean courts, whence juſtice, to me and mine, is ban- 
ſhed, Luckily, my children are no monarch's vaſ- 
dals. They were born in the free imperial city of Aix 
la Chapelle, therefore is their will unfettered, and 
they mav, with honour, ſeek bread in any country. 
100 Auſtria I owe no thanks; all that could be tak - 
en from me was. I Was a captain before I entered 
thoſe territor ies, and aſter ſix and thirty years ſervice, 
I find myſelf in the rank of Invalid Major! Leſs 1 
could not be. My duty I more than fulfilled, and 


wept in chains and dungeons ſo many years, not from 
| % any 
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his titles, or his 
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I have aſſerted; and of how little I am indebted to this 


ſtate; is moſt inconteſtable, firice* the” hiſtory of my 
life is allowed, by the royal cenſor; to be publickly 
ſold in Vienna. The ſame proof exiſts in Berlin, 

where my narrative is univerſally read, and my verac- 


ity eſtabliſhed. BY Trey i ©4475 25 ©2244 


It is very remarkable that one only of the eight of- 
ficers, as one of WhOom I ſerved in the body guard, in 
the year 1743; though it is now two and forty years 
ſince, is dead. Lieutenant: Colonel Count” Blumen- 
thal, lives in Berlin; Pannewitz is commander of the 


knights of Malta; both gave me a polite and friendly 


reception,” Both were acquainted with the circum- 


ſtances and manner in which Jaſchinſky deceived the 


atry fault of mine, but becauſe I was plundered; ſold, 
and betrayed, by Auſtrian reſidents, traitors to their 
embaſſy, and perſecutors at Vienna. The proof of all 


. 


King to my ruin. Wagnitz is heutenant-general in 


the ſerviee of Heſſe-Caſſel; he was my tent comrade, 


and was perfecth acquainted with all that happened. 
Kalkreuter and Grothuſen live on their eſtates, and 
Jaſchinfky' himſelf is now alive in Konigſberg, but 
known, deſpiſed, ſuperannuated, and tortured by ſick- 


neſs and remorſe. I have never viſited him, nor can 
I ſuppoſe he wiſhes Fſhould;” He, inſtead of puniſh- 


ment, bas forty years enjoyed a penſion of a thouſand 
rix- dollars; conſequently has colt the ſtate forty thou- 
and rix-dollars. I have ſeen my lands confiſcated, 


the worthy citizen of his right; and, with 


it, rewarded ſuch a man as Jaſchinflly. * 


Lime "muſt decide; the King is generous, and 1 
have too much true pride” to become a beggar. The 
{tory of the 


name of Trenck ſhall be found in the hi 


acts of Frederic. This, though I ſhould not deſire it, 
I could not prevent. A tyrant himſelf, he was the 
Have of his paſſions; and, even when he ſuppoſed he 
ry into in 
nocence 


might be 3 did not think an inqui 
| Dd 


n 
y- 


of the income of which 1 bave been forty-two 
deprived,” and never yet received retribution. 
Such is the way of the world! Frederic 
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nocence worth: the trouble. To be aſhamed of doing 
right, becauſe be has done wrong, or to perſiſt in er- 
ror, that fools, for fools only can, may think him in- 
fallible, is a dreadful principle. in a ruler, While 
the obſtinate Frederic lived, no man dared/pronounce 
my name; no man durſt awn himſelf my friend. 
He is dead ; When Lam io, no pillar of diſhonour 
ſhall riſe over my grave 3 mygepitaph ſhall be, A- 
4% las ! that thou wert known too late“. 
Since I have been at Berlin, and received th re with 
ſo many teſtimonies of friendſhip and favour, the newſ- 
papers of Germany have publiſhed various articles 
concerning me, perhaps with the beſt of wiſhes, in- 
tending to contrihute to my honour, or eaſe. They 
have, however, been ſometimes miſinformed. They 
have aſſerted a great penſion has been ſettled on me in 
Berlin; but, on my honour J affirm, I never aſked a 
penſion. They have ſaid my eldeſt daughter is ap- 
pointed the governeſs of the young Princeſs. Ihis, 
perhaps, has been the joke of ſome witty correſpon- 
dent; for my eldeſt daughter is but ſifteen, and ſtands 
in need of a governeſs herſelf. Perhaps they, may 
ſuppoſe me mean enough, from oſtentat ion, to circus 
late falſehood : eyes an they ſuppoſe they do me ſer- 
vice, or give me pleaſure, by publiſhing; as facts, hon- 
ours or rewards, for which ILhope. It may be malice, 
and a deſire to injure me; it may be the very reverſe: 
In any caſe, it is no pleaſure to me, and may have ill 
effects. An honeſt man never is without enemies, 
who will labour to prevent any good that might hap- 
pen to him, and who are terriſied if they imagine he 
might become the favourite oa king 
I almoit daily receive letters from all parts of Ger- 
many, from perſons unknown to me, Wherein the 
ſenſations of the feeling heart are evident. Ihe hiſto» 
ry of my life has excited a general attention. Thoſe 
reviewers, who have been impartial, have my thanks: 
Thoſe who ſuſpett my veracity, or endeavour to 
decry my work, muſt be anſwered by an appeal te 
facts. That my hiſtory relates many improbable. c- 
; CELTS OST Lc „ 5 0 
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C you, of what could I complain ? Receive, noble 
German, my warmeſt thanks; while I live they 

<« ſhall flow. And, ſhould you find à fortunate mo- 
e ment, in the preſence of your King, ſpeak of me as 
** one conkgaod to poverty; as one whoſe talents are 
buried in oblivion. ' Say to him Mighty King, 
© ſtretch forth thy hand, and dry up his tears.“ [ 
know the nobleneſs of your: wank doubt not 


* your good wWiſhes ? in 215th - 
Lo the F letter I returned the following 
anſwer, Nine A 80 


& I was affected, Sr by your l 1 never yet 
** was unmoved, here the pen did but obey the dic- 
« tates of the heart. I feel ĩor your ſituation; and, if 
* my example can teach heiſdom even to the wile, I 
have, indeed, cauſe to triumph. This is the ſweet- 
«eſt of raw) i At Berlin J have received much 
* honour, but little more. ITbe courtier fans to ob- 
4% tain favour and gifts. He who ſeeks. juſtice miſ- 
© takes his road. Men are deaf to him who cenfides 
* only in his r What have I gained ? . Shadowy | 
M Cu for me and the per o ee 
*« heirs}. | 

“Truth and Treuch, why! Node Friend, Nouriſh: not 
“ in courts, You complain of prieſteraft. He, who 

« attacks a neſt of hornets, muſt expe: to be ſtung. 
„ He who would diſturb their nb n and covet- 
& ouſneſs, he Who fpeaks againſt the falſe opinions. 
„they ſcatter, conſiders not prieſts, and their aim, 
© which is to dazale the ſtupid, and ftupify the wiſe. 
4 A hoſt of knaves, in black; act to promote their 
_ * earthly intereſts; and, ſtrange to tell, the Quixote, 
„ho ſhall dare moleſt: them, muſt alfo encounter 
* the ger” even of the rational-t'Deptecate--their 
© wrath } Avoid their poifonet ſhafts, or they will 
6 infe& thy peace; will blaſt thy budding honours. 
* And wherefore ſhould we irieur this danger 7 The 
« world will ever be the ſame; To cure ignorance of 
6 error.is impoſſible. Silence is often not only'pru- 
« dence, but willow. Let us, then, 3 ſteal ta 
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© our graves} and: thus ſhall werefcape the breath of 
Y. Whativs the ꝓuppet. ſhe w of fe 7 He, Who 
„ ſhould:engoy alllevænthonghttould graſp, ſhould yet 
have butslittle Having acquired this knowledge, 
the paſnionscbf tho doul are ſulled to apahy. I be. 
* hold; errpt,/and d:ldugh do thou Friend, laugh 
.* alſozs Ifahat cam conifort is, men ill do our mem- 
* ory: juſtice-s-when weoare dead 4! Fame ip lants her 
« laurels over the grave, and th&retheyAlourph beſt. 
Were, benin 1 S BARONOTRENCK. 
ec Schangulack, near Konig ſberg, 4 
- 12 Hr; ge g. vd nit boa ap 1 
e P. S. I have ſpoken;: worthy Profeſor,:the fec}- 
« ings of my heart, in anſwer to your kind: panegyric. 
„% You will! but do me juſtice, when vu belſeve I 
think and act as I Write. With reſpect to my influ- 
* enc$ at court, tis juſt as linffgnifieanty at Berlin, as 
at Vienna, or at Conſtantinople. “ nee 
Among the various letters 1: have; received, as it 
may anſwer a good purpoſe, I bope the reader will 
not think the inſertion of the following improper, 
They may be read by ſome benevolent perſon, who 
may have power to ſpeak in behalf of one Who is, ev- 
idently, not oy dibral but a man of ver conſi- 
derable talents. enen 8 
In a letteyſrom am unknown.correſpondent, who 
defired me Mpeak fof this perſon at, Berlin, eight 
others were inclofed. The came from the above per- 
ſon in diſtreſs, tathis correfpondent; and I was re- 
queſted-to let them appear in the Berlin Gazette. As 
theſe letters came fro in Sileſia ane nymoufly to hand, 
and as. I found it could anſwer no good purpoſe, I did 
not publiſh them as, required; but my correſpondent 
Cannot take it amis, that . ſhould ſelecuhree of them, 
and here preſent them tothe world, as it can do his 
friend no injury, while: they deſcribe an unhappy vic- 
tim of an extraordinary kind; and may perhaps ob- 
tain him fore redreſs, or relecexKk-k fon © 
Should ſuch hope be verified, I am perſonally ac- 
Tainted wich him who withes to remain conccaled, 
. 1 + 705 a D d 2:: * AP Ex 7 LSD 1 "EE can. 
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can ſend him aid, or introduce him to the knowted ge 
of ſuch as might wiſh to interfere in bis behalf. 
Should they not, the reader ſtill Will find well written 
and affecting letters; fuch/as may infpire' compaſſion, 
My own ſituation petmits'menottopteat for another; 
nor affords me the" means of *reHeving the unfortu- 
nate. The following is the firſt of thoſe T think prop. 
er to feleck “, 100% oY s Donn me I os low 
Jene n i 30 Tit t ipos ge i en ns 
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© {04 Ho] wy int _ [ 10 Neuland, Feb. ge, 58. 
1 THOUOCHT T had fo. ſatisfactorily anſwered 
* you, by my laſt,; that: you would have left me in 
peaceful poſſeſſion of my ſorrows, but your num- 
„ herleſs remarks, intreaties, and remonſtrances, ſuo- 
e ceed tach other With ſuch rapidity, that, though be- 
fore inclined indolently to fly, Lam again induced 
to renew the conteſt. Cowardice, I believe you are 
convinced, is not native in my heart; And, ſhould 1 
now t90 eaſily yield, you might ſuppoſe that age, and 
the iſeries I have ſuffered, had weakened the pow- 
© ers. of mind as well as body; and that I ought to be 
claſſed among the-unhappy, multitudgh, whoſe ſuf- 
*«* ferings hayg ſunken them t de ſpond . 
Baron Trenck, that man of many woes, once ſo 


< deſpiſed, but who. ho- is held in admiration, where 
he before was ſo mach the object of hatred; who 
5 now ſpeaks loudly in his on deRnce there, where, 
formerly the man, ho bad but whiſpered his name, 
*© would have lived ſuſpected ; Baron Trenck you 
are Wrong. Have you made any rational compari- 
* ſon ? Haye you considered ho diflimilar, havę pur 
5 paſt lives been ; how, different 100, are our preſen 
I circumſtances ? Or, omitting, theſe, have you cou- 
&*& fidered to whom you would have me appeab?.... - 
In the year 1764, I became acquainted-in Vien- 
$ na with this ſufferer of foxtitude, this agreeable 
3 „companion. 


* 
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« compari We are taught that a manly aud noble 
beſpeaks A gortelpondent, mind; This I be- 


<a lieve him e But what. ene „can I 
* form em Burn Trenck Yeu? 5 15 
Iwill, however, brie fly anf 9 
be, other wi 1 


80 have ut; for prolix 1 mul 
K. ou write the hiſtory of wy, „Mie! Baron Trenek 


was, as I am informed, a man born te inherit great 
& eſtates: This and the fire of his youth, fanned by 
» flattering hopes from his famous, and then power- 
« ful kinſman, rendered him too haughty to his King; 
and this alone was the;ontgin of all his future {uffer 
„ ;3pgs. I, on the contrary, though the fon of a Sile- 
© flan nobleman of property, did not inherit ſo much 
6 as the pay of a common foldier ; the -family- having 
been tobbed of their 1 property by the hand of ous. 
Lafer being accuſed 5 agate and wickedneſs, und 
the maſk of holy-vittuè You know, my father's 


* fate, the eſteem in which he was held by the Empreſs Ty, 


85 Thereſa; ; and that a pretended miracle was the occa- 
* ſion his fall; Suddenly was he plunged from 

that height, to Which induſtry, talents. and Virtue, 

had raiſed him, to the very depth of poverty. At 
* jength, on the” commencement of the ert 


„war, one of the King of Pruſſia's ſubjefts rep "I 


A ſented h to the Auſtrian court, as a 3 
A correſ f a Schwerin{, Then ſix- 
« ty" years of age, 8 father was ſei- 
* zed at e ak | in the fortreſs 
— in Sy EN allowance juſt ſuf- 
 «(ezent to keep x alive in hit dunge on; but, for 
«the ſpace” of ſeven years, never bebeld t the fun rife 
«or fet. I was a boy When this happened: The cer- 
*tainty of his intocenee, however, emboldened me + 
“ intercede ic his behalf, at the foot of the throne, 1 
as not heard, Tony received ſome pecuniary 

relief from th ne with permiſſion to ſhed my 
i blood in her defence. In this ſituation We firſt be- 
came acquainted; firſt vowed: £ternal friendſhip ; 
* but from this was I ſoon ſnatched, not by my own, 
"uh hut Wy: father d enemics, What the Empreſs had 
25 betowed, 


*& bread to preſerve me and m 
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cc beſtowed, her miniſters tore from me. I was ſeized 


ce at midni ght; and without ęxamingtion, was brought 


ein company-With two other officers, to the before- 


© mentfoned oftreſs of Gratz. Here did I remain 


* immured, in the flower of youth, ik diſmał years, 


„% My true name wn ebntealedz and tanbilſer given 
„me. I was'treatedlike —— kept under 
a ſeven locks. Ute Nö de 


de Peace being reſtored, *Trentks laced: my father, 


« were releaſcal; but the mode of Our mutual releaſe 


« was'very'differenti1The firſt obtained his Freedom 
et at the interce ſſion of Therefs = She too afforded him 


a future provifion. We, on the contraryp according 


« to the amneſty, ſtipulated in thè treaty: of peace, 
were led from our dungeons as ſtate priſoners, a 
public ſpectacle, without the leaſt inquiry concern- 


* ing the verity, or falſehood of our fi ſuppoſod erimes. 
0 Extigme poverty, wretchedneſs and miſery; were 
* our reward for“ the e e ek had ſo unjuſtly 
et enchtedd. he een ns 0202-38 eee 


Not oaks! was my ee but my jaw. 


& bone was: loſt, eaten age e the feurvyz:!bdaid 


“before F rederic the Great the proofs of the calamities 
« had undergone, | and the diſmal ſtate to which 1 


« was reduced by his foe; and for his ſake wo intreated 
father on ſtarving: 
* But his ean was deaf to my prayer, h ri3nſouſ- 
5 * ble to my fighs. FEET £3.01 en A 1 ollen 
Providence, however, raiſed me up a ſaviour 


& Count Gellhorn Was the e glans! man. After 


the taking of Brefla u, he had ben alſo ſent aiſtate 


5 CY priſoner to Gratz. Pr During his impriſonment, he 


« had heard the general report of my ſufferings, and 
my innocence. No ſooner did he learn I was re- 
leaſed, than he generouſly became my benefaſtor; my 


0 ſupporter; my friend, and once more re ſtored me 


to the converie: of men, d hic 1 had ſo: Heng 

& been dead. Co WHT as MI ian bog ibm 

* WH hefor the continuation of my narrative to hs 

next poſt, The „ of paſt woes inſlicts 
W e mp i e - 434.0 fo ——_— . N j 
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0 « Duan op Roi 10.3 

% AFTER an interval of 3 to * my agitat- 
Ged * remembering my promiſe, I n continue 

«© my to 
i My rfonal ſufferings. bave not, certainly, 28-1 
& think 4 — leſs than thoſe of Trenck. His, how 
ever, Jam acquainted with only from the inaccu- 
© rate relations have heard; my own 1 have felt. 
Them how ſhould I forget ? A colonel in the Pruſ- 
& {ian ſervice, whoſe name Was 
ears my companion; he was inſane, and believed 


« himſelf the Chriſt that Was to appear at the millen- 


*jum/; he perſecuted me with his reveries, which I 
Was obliged to liſten to, and approve, or ſuffer vio- 
ene from one ſtronger than myſelf 

„The ſociety of men or books, every thing. that 


© could:conſfole or amuſe, were forbidden me; and I 


© conſider it as wonderful that I did not, myſelf, grow 
mad, in the company of this madman. Four hard 
winters did Iexiſt without: feeling the feeble ema- 


nation of a. widter's ſun, much leſs the warmth of 


fire. The very madman felt more pity than my 
* keeper; and lent mechis cloak to cover my body, 


though the other 2 denied me a truſs of | 


* ftraw, notwithſtanding: IL had laſt the uſe of my 
hands and feet. The. place where we were Was 4 


led a n refembled. the temple of Clo- 
apours ! At length | 


vacina. The noxious damps and v 
©. ſo poiſoned my blood, that, together with ill treat- 
ment from an unſkilſul Fungeon, who daily: tortured 


me, during nine months, with inſult, as a Pruſſian 
reateſt part of 


© traitor, and-ſtate. riminal, ;L laſt the 
a jaw. We too were nighti diſtu . 


by the — 


_ © of centinels, and were frequently terrified by the 


4 grating not aer wann ane and che entrance of 
ee En 6 — 


was Hallaſch, was four 


6 schouendert 
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" Schottendorf was our | governor Wag tyrant "4 
* man who repaid" the friendſhip, he found, in the 
„ manſion of my fathers, with cruelty. He was ripe 
«for a fickle, and Time cut him off, Tormentini and 
* Galer were his ſucceſſors in office; but! not in inſo- 
lence and inhumanity: By them we were, indeed, 
carefully watched, but we alſo were treated with 
© commilſeration, We enjoyed air without a bribe, 
and the comfort of feet Water. Their precautions 
6 warded off Jail diſtempers like wiſe, FATE rendered 
* 0 impriſonment lefs 'wretched.” Ever ſhall 1 hold 
* their memory facred. Vet benevolent as they Were, 
their goodnefs was even exceeded by that of Rotten- 
e ſteiner, the head jailor. Without education, with- 
out other vrinetples than thoſe an excellent Under- 
* ſtanding taught, he conſidered his unfortunate priſ- 
« oners as his children and inſtead of enriching 
** himſelf, by plundering the poor and oppreſſed, he 
& was himſelf their benefaftor, Of this I had contin- 
*-ual experience, during two years after 'the releaſe 
© of Hallaſch. He deſerved a e wude a ſtation 
4 « as noble as his on thoughts. inn 
4 Here, my friend, I but curforily Zeſerise miſery, 
e which the monarch-fhalt ſhudder, if the blood of 
a tyrant flow' not in his veins. T hereſa eould not 
« wiſh theſe things; yet they were. But EG hu- 
man, ſhe was fallible, and' not omniſcient. 

4 From the above narrative you'will Sotdeive: how 
„ oppoſite the effects muſt be, which the — of 
Baron Trenck and of myſelf muſt produce, © 
Frenck left his dungeon, ſhielded from want wad 
5 contempt: Ihe day of freedom was the day of tri- 
d uinph. als on. the contrary, was expoſed to every 
„ poſſible calamity. The ſpirit of Trénck, bowed as 

eit had been, by affliction, again” raiſed itſelf. I have 
watched and laboured many a ſuceeeding night that 

* might neither beg nor periſn the following day; 

5© working for judges who neither knew law, Go had 
*©* ſufficient powers of mind to beheld the native beau- 
. ty of A e or ſettling accounts chat, 
| M new 
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c item 11 item, did but prove che e they | were 
wh intended f or, w was an 1 ambecile dupe... . | 
6 Trepck: remembers his calamitic s, but the remem- 
« brance is advanta ous to himſel and his family; 
© while, wath, 7 Yep paſ did, Tut, increaſe, did but 
cc agonize 15 Pre ſent, 8 the A 1. He Was not, 
like me, obliged to erouch i in 85 ſence of thoſe vul- 
10 gar, thoſe mean. t Neige ncapab minds. that do but 
« conſider the nt Bach az, the fe otſtool of pride. 
6% Every. man is 7 wa buſy in the gratification of elf, to 
e buſy,himſelf in behalf of others : : 'Pity me, therefore, 
but adviſe me not to hope. iſtance, by petitioning 
© princes at ſecond hand. | know. your good wiſhes, 
& and for. theſe. I have Vie to return but barren 
is tanks. 28 * oy am, Ac.“ Y 


> » 7 
f fri f 17 1 11 


3 LETTER 1,” 


5 PEERS 1 — not, cannot doubt ef 
your zeal, to ſerve me, but you have been often for- 
* tunate in he vero e er of your dapes3 zl, nev- 

ere! 8. irn ir IEICE ee 8 5 

Ihe prof: peſt of gain makes the laws . 
but by digging under the foundations, to conceal or 
_ © to recover his treaſure, he may chance to overthrow 
© his houſe, and bury himſelf under its ruins. The 
© voice of fuffeting virtue is, alas! unable to be heard, 
amid the agitated waves of a court; ſhe utters a 

« feeble cry, finks, and is no more "qu I fear the 
perſecution of the flexgly-—Motarchs themſelves 
& bow, before their poe rr 4. 

gheſide, is. Trenel in; that. 3 that juſtiß⸗ 
his interference in behalf of a ſtranger? Certs: 
„not. Oh, no -e have been dreaming: 
© begin and L to: continue, a correſpondence 

65 ſubjeR.. Were he, like you, my int 
* friend, perhaps. his great experie?- 
might lead him to imagine ſome- 

* Lr P, alder fully to ſati- 


F £61 
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1 for fe indeed they are. Unleſs: he afk it, conceal 
my name. His ſilence will evince his real incapa - 
« bility to do me ſervice; his good will cannot be 

„dünnes? „ 

Every caution is neceſſary; for, were I driven 
“from this poor refuge of wretchedneſs, I might fall 
tinto the power of one who may be a tyrant; who 
© might again rob me of light and air, and adding tor- 
sture to calamity, branding me as a traitor, might 
delight to inflict pangs inceſſant, and render death 
55 tedious, | „ Farewel.” 

. * The reaſons why I publiſhed the foregoing letters 
are already ſtated; and will, Imake no doubt, appear 
ſatisfactory te the reader. Once more to affairs that 
more immediately concern myſelf, _ 

The following I yeſterday received from Poland, 
from a correſpondent, who is likewiſe'to me unknown, 
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* Reſchow, in Gallicia, 


: April go, 1787. 
r 


__ * EVERY feeling heart, every perſon, who had the 
* honour of being acquainted with you, during your 
* abode in Auſtria, receives-the pureſt fatisfattion, 
from the juſtice. at preſent done you, the high hon- 
ours by which you are diſtinguiſhed at the court of 
&« Berlin, and of which we are informed by the pub- 

lic papers. Yes, fir, it is a ſweet ſubject of conſo- 
lation, for ſuffering humanity, to behold that you 
* now find favour and juſtice from a power where 

eee the moſt unbridled barbarity formerly gave birth to 
the bittereſt ſufferings, and the. moſt inconceivable 

© cruelty. | Yr fe PEE ani Sik 2p Ss nn eel 

Every compaſſionate perſon, in this our diſt:ict 
bears, has read, has wept over theſe ſufferings, ſo 
AJepicted in the hiſtory of your life. Thrice 
vages been bedewed by my tears. My 
is to ſee a continuation of your hiſtroyy 

do benevolent banks of the Spree. 
ne fir{t navigator of Horace, he 
| 9 2 * myſt 
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* muſt in oak and triple ſteel be armed, who mould 
not feel ity in behalf of an honeſt man, an enlight- 
ened author, a brave ſoldier, and a good citizen. 


«© Let me intreat your acceptance of this teſtimony 


© of the heart, from a man who, though unknown to 
& you, is, with themoſt worthy and bef informed men. 
te of Poland, your ſincere admirer. It i is a * 
6c tribute, pag: to uncommon merit. 

J am, Rc. vs 


This letter T here publiſh, that I may have an op- 


portunity of thanking the perſon who has paid me 


ſuch high compliments, and who has concealed? his 
name that I might not have the difficulty of anſw ering 


ſo flattering an epiſfle. ' 


I f=el the happineſs of being held in eftiinaiin,” by 


the noble-minded ; and, if the Princeſs Ofatoryſka 3 


can credit this, her correſpondent, and my writings, 
ſhe will read how great are theſe my ſenſations of joy, 


at having the Happineſs to attain fo invaluable an hon- 


Our. 


zertain to another collection. 


I met-at Berlin, many old friends of both foxes : 


Among others, an aged invalid came to ſee me, who 
was at Glatz, in 1746, when T cut my way through the 
guard, He was one of the centinels before my door, 
and whom Thad throw down the ſtai rs. 


Another invalid, who had aſſiſted me when impriſ. 


oned at Magdeburg, in ridding myſelf of my bags or 
ſand, came alſo to vifit me. | 


The hour of quitting Berlin, and continuing y 
journey into Pruſſia, ak Kvnigfherg, my native 


country, approached. On the eve of nry departure, 
I had once 8 the es (4d of converling, more 


than 


1 1 letter dra ſome verſes, whith are only @ © 
repetition of ſemilar ſentiments ' with il elf, or of facts 


told in the life of the Baron. Some of them were addreſs 


ed to the Princeſs Czatoryfka.” who, having read the Bare 
on's ey na 2980 mighty ien e by the WHT 4 


related. 


Be 44k | 


I might fill a volume with like letters, but they ” 


8 


* 
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than two hours, with her Royal Highneſs the Prin- 
ceſs Amelia, ſiſter of Frederic the Great.“ Poſſeſſed 
4 of native greatneſs of mind, and deep penetration, ſhe 
4 folely had the honour of gaining the entire confidence 
and friendſhip of Frederic. She, as far as ſhe was 
able, protected me in my hour of extreme adverſity ; 
heaped benefits upon me, and, more than any other 
perſon in the world, contributed to gain my deliver- 
ance, Not as a foreign officer did ſhe receive me, 
during my ſtay in Berlin, but as a friend, as an aged 
patriot ; laid her commands upon me to write imme- 
diately to my wife, and requeſt ſhe would come to 
Berlin, in the month of June, with her two eldeſt 
daughters, Her promiſe I receieved that the happi- 
neſs of the latter ſhould be her care; nay, that ſhe 
would certainly remember my wife in her will. 

At this moment, when about to depart, ſhe affec- 
tionately aſked me if I had money ſufficient for the 
expenſes of my journey: © Yes, madam,” was my re- 
ply ; © for myſelf I want nothing, nothing aſk ; but 
may you remember my children!“ | 

The ſenſibility, the deep feeling, with which I pro- 
nounced theſe words, moved the princeſs ; ſhe ſhew- 

ed me how perfectly ſhe comprehended my meaning, 
took me by the hand, and ſaid, Return, my friend, 
quickly; I ſhall be moſt happy to ſee you.? 

I haſtily left the room; a kind of indeciſion came 

cover me. I wasanclined to remain ſome days longer 
at Berlin, Had I done ſo, my preſence would moſt 
indubitably have been of great advantage to my chil- 
dren. Alas! ever under the guidance of my evil 

genius, I began my journey. The clear proſpect of 
Faun was inſtantly overclouded; the principal pur- 
poſe for which I came to Berlin fruſtrated; for, five 

days after my departure, the princeſs Amelia died! 

Is not this a new proof that my implzcable , deſtiny 
will never quit purſuing me, even to the grave ? He 

who reads my hiſtory attentively, will fee, that a 
| | TD CR Sa | ©... thouſand 

* Thes princeſs is ſuppoſed to be the lady fo often al- 
luaed to in the firft volume, 7 
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thouſand times have I beheld the ſhores of happineſs, 
and that, the very moment I imagined I was about 
to caſt anchor in the haven of tranquillity, again bas 
an unforeſeen hurricane driven me into the very midſt 
of the wild and angry ocean, Yes, yes—lo it has been, 
ſo it ſhall be. 15 Vo 
In vain, would the benevolent friends of man, affer 
petitions to heaven that my latter days might be ſpent 
in peace. Their prayers riſe not; they reach not the 
ſeat of mercy ! Never has heaven inſpired the hearts 
of princes to act effectually in my favour. Even 
when my friends have ſeriouſly intended to aſſiſt me, 
or in their wills to bequ2ath me generous legacies, ei- 
ther they have been perſuaded to the contrary, by my 
enemies, or prevented, by death, from fulfilling their 
good intentions. Many facts of this kind might I 
cite, particularly ſome that have been occaſioned by 
father confeſſors. 35 | 
his laſt unfortunate accident befel me through my 
own fault; I ought better to have employed the fa- 
vourable moment. The more critical Nw: the more 
ardent ſhould I have been not to have let it eſcape. 
But I imagined myſelf too certain. I was too timid, 


| had too much ſenſibility, or rather, indeed too much 


pride to let intereſted views be ſeen, at ſuch a mo- 
ment. ee Bey . 


Well, well who can recall the paſt ?—It'is the 


vill of Providence, thus to reſtrict your happi- 
.t; neſs.” 5 | VE EY 


Such are the apophthegms in which the credulous 


find conſolation ; for my own part, I am of the ſeck 
of the Scepties. I am convinced that, by ill-timed 
delicacy, I have neglefted many opportunities of mak- 


ing my fortune. Neither ſhall Satan be accuſed of inter- 
fering, for he has had too many procfs it is not in his 
power to make me deſpair ; therefore, ſo ſhall he not 


entrap my ſoul, which is but rather inſpired, by diſ- 


appointment, with new fortitude, to encounter new 
misfortune, If it be the will of Heaven, that I am 


Rot to enjay happines* here on earth, but that my 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian ſpirit muſt content itſelf with court eom. 
pliments, reputation acquired, and the world's com- 
paſſion, without expecting any thing from the mag- 
nanimity of the beſt of ſovereigns; then will I live 
ſatisfied in my confined circle, and comfort myſelf 
with the reflection that I have deſerved better. 

If wealth be neceſlary to happineſs, ſo indeed muſt 
my happineſs. be ſmall. lv is now winter with me, 
and never more: can it be ſpring. I will no more be 
the dupe of vague and filly hopes. Plans of aggran- 
dizement I am too old te form; too proud am I for 
the precinCts of a court, too obRinate and: head 
ſtrong. 5 FIST | I | | 

Peace be to thy aſhes, noble princeſs! Thy will 
was good, andl be that ſufficient, I ſhall not want 
materials to write a commentary on the hiſtory of 
Frederic, when, in company with thee I ſhall wander 
on the banks of Styx; there the events that have 
happened on this poor earth may be written, without 

leruple or danger. Till when, it is moſt probable, 1 
Hall give scpoſe to my pen, unleſs fome extraordinay 
acidents. mould once more reanimate my ſelf-love, 
and, by the publication of new truths, I ſhould be in- 
duced to expofe myſelf to new perſecutions; from 
which, however, may the good God preſerve me! 
He can have no pleaſure in ſeeing his creatures unhap- 
pv. He yet may inſpire the hearts of kings, to think 
of what I have been deprived, and of what is my due. 

So procecd we with our ſtory. „ 

On the 22d of March I departed from Berlin, and. 
purſued my journey to Rönigſberg, but remained two 
days at the court of the Margrave of Brandenburgh. 
Schwedt, where. I. was received with k indneſs and els 
teem. The Margrave had bheſtowed favours on me, 

during my impriſonment at Magdeburg. 11 

I departed thence * Soldin to Schildberg, 
there to viſit my relation Sidau, who had married the 
daughter of my ſiſter, which daughter my ſiſter had by 
her firſt huſband; Waldow, of whom I have ſo often. 
fpqken in my firſt volume. I found my kinſman a 
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worthy and honourable man, and one who made the 
daughter of an unfortunate ſiſter happy. I was re- 
ceived at his houſe with open arms; and, for the firſt 
time during an interval of two and forty years, beheld 
one of my own: relations | 

On my journey thither, I had the unexpected pleaſ- 
ure to meet with Lieutenant-general Kowalſky, This 
good gentleman was a lieutenant in the garriſon of 
Glatz, in the year 1746, and was an. ocular witneſs 
when I leaped from the wall of the rampart. He 
had read my hiſtory, with ſome of the principal. facts 
of which he was previouſly acquainted. Should any 
one, therefore Aab concerning thoſe incidents 
which J have related, of my eſcape from Glatz, and. 
which, becaufe of the difficulties attending their exe- 
cution, have been, by ſome, incapable themſelves of a 
kke enterpriſe, ſuppoſcd incredible, I may refer them: 
to him, whoſe teſtimony cannot be ſufpetted... _ 

From Schildberg I proceeded to Land ſberg, on the. 

Warta. Here 1 found my brother-in-law, Colonel 
Pape, commander of the Gotz dragoons, and the ſec- 
ond huſband of: my deceaſed ſiſter; and here paſſed 
a happy and a joyous day. Every body congratulated. 
me on my glorious return into- my country, and. offer- 
ed up their ardent prayers ſor my future felicity. 

I found relations in almoſt every garriſon, and was: 
almoſt every Where detained. Never did man receive 
more honourable marks of eſteem throughout a king- 
com. The general knowledge of my unmerited ca- 
lamities procured rae this {uweet. conſolation ; and I 
were inſenſible indeed, and ungrateful, did my heart 
remain unmoved on occaſions like theſe, 

Yes, this is my dele&able reward; a reward not 
conferred by princes; a rc Ward to Which virtue only 
can aſpire; and which has been beſtowed upon me 
with profuſion; a reward which the hatred. of the 
puillant Frederic could retard, but could not prevent; 
nature had given me too robult a body: A reward 

{a great, ſo delightful, fo dear to remembrance, that. 
when. put as a counterpoile to the afflittions J have. 

Ee „ buffered: 
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fuffered for the ſpace of-two and forty years, I Hol&t: 
more than equivalent, and. feel: it overbalances them 
all! My heart glories in its paſt groans, all my wounds. 
are healed; and, though the ſcars remain, e remain 
but the honourable proofs of victory. | 

Raiſed by misfartune, I live my country's monu- 
ment, where many inſtructive, many e leſ. 
ſons may be read. Remember me; O my s, in 
the hour of ſorrow ; relate my ſtory to your children; 
publiſh aloud that my bones have deſerved to be laid 
in the ſepulchre of my forefathers ; and though I am, 
not permitted to reſt my white locks on the pillar of 
repoſe, in my own country, though it be my deſtiny 
to die in the land to which envy, impoſture, imbecili-. 
ty, and a thirſt of ill-gotten gain, have baniſhed me, 
ſtill let. my memory live among you-; ſtill let me 
hope my name ſhall be held in. veneration Io 
you I Ain my children; in them may. you behold. 
- their father's. probity. revive; them may you. diſtin-- 
guiſn from the children of thofe who have ſuſſered. 
nothing for, loſt nothing in, their country. 

In Auftria I never can expect a like reception | L 
am: there miſtaken, and I feel little. inclination to la- 
bout at removing miſtak es ſo rooted. Vet even there, 
as in Pruſſia, am I, by the: general voice, approved. 


Ves, I am admired; but not known; pitied, hut not 


ſuppo ted; ' honoured; but not rewarded. The pow- 
erful are wilfully blind, Yet: blind may they re- 
main, I will not grieve. ©* Who,” ſaith Gellert, © is. 
„the great. man by whom tkau art honoured ? Say, 
doth he truly know te eſtimate merit ? Imagine 
* him deprived of titles, his riches loſt, his badges 
& of honour. gone, and perhaps thou would then 
s contemn his applauſe, ſor thou wouldlt deſpiſe. his 
| 40 perſon Sp] 

When at Berlin, 1 dreads an error r J. had com- 
mitied in the firſt volume of my life. At the time L 
wrote, having been wrong informed, I believed that. 
he. IE growl. of Berlin, M. 2 Was 


* 
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my. mother's brother, and the ſame perſon, who ith 
1742, was firſt grand counſellor at Glogau, and after- 
ward prefiderit in-Eaſt Friefeland; I Was deceived 7. 
the Derſchau, who is my mother's brother, is till livs 
ing, and preſident at Aurich in Eaſt Friefeland. The 
poſtmaſter was the ſon of old Derſchau, ' who died a 
general; and-who was only diſtantly” related to my 
mother. Neither is the younger Derſebau, who is 
the colonel of a regiment at Burg, the brother of my 
mother, but only her firſt couſin; one of their fiſters 
married lieutenant- colonel Oſtau, whofe ſon, the Preſ- 
ident Oftau, now lives on his own eſtate at Lablack, 
mention this at prefent ſor the information of a 
_ perſon Who, becauſe Lhad committed this trifling er- 
ror, which was cauſed by my having been abſent from 
my country above five and 2 years, thence took. 
occaſion to perſuade the world my hiſtory was all 
falfe : having corrected the miſtake; I may add, I do 
not ſuppoſe any Derſchau has reaſan to be aſhamed of 
being allied to the family of Trenck; which, for three- 
hundred years paſt, has intermarried with the moſt an- 
cient families in Pruſſta, and which, in the hiſtory. of 
the country, has given inconteſtable probfs of real no- 
bility of heart. | r en ee J 
I was, likewiſe deceived in having ſuſpected a lieu- 
tenand, whoſe name is Molitfie, in the narrative 1 
gave of my flight from Glatz, of having acted as a ſpy. 
upon me at Brainau, and of having fent information... 
to General Fouquet. I am forry. This honeſt. man 
is {ſtill alive, a captain in Brandenburg. He was af. 
fected at my ſuſpicion, fully juſtified himſelf; and here 
I publicly apologize. He then was, and again is be- 
come, my friend. The. perſon who really gave infor- 
mation to General Fouquet, was Captain Nimſehofsky, 
my own couſin, who came to viſit- me at Braunau, and, 
under the maſk. of friendſhip, concealed the trai- 
I have alſo received a fingular letter from one lieu- 
tenant Brodowflky, This extraordinary gentleman 18. 
| 3 indo Sr Togo od aflengel: 
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offended at finding his mother's name in my narrative, 
and demands I ſhould retra&t my words. Alas ! how 
can I retract the truth; and truth too which cannot 
be offenſive to any perſon ? Menaces never yet could 
induce me to commit ſuch an action. Bi 

My readers certainly will allow the virtue of Mad- 
am Brodowſky, at Elbing, is not impeached. Al- 
though I have ſaid I had the fortune to be beloved by 
her, I bave no where intimated that I aſked, or that ſhe: 
granted, improper favours. | For e 
Certainly I had no intention to injure my precep- 
tor Brodowſky, who had lived in my father's houſe 
and who afterward journeved to my mother, purpoſe- 
ly to procure me ſpeedy ſuccour. I never meant to 
injure his honour living, nor his memory dead. 

The parents having been my friends, I certataly 
wiſh I could oblige the ſon ; but I never can write 
that facts, inſerted in the hiſtory of my life, which 

have happened to myſelf, are falſe or imaginary. - A 
man of underſtanding will not be angry {ſhould anoth- 
er fay to him, © Your mother once loved me.” M. Bro- 
do ſky, the father, never was jealous ; and it is ſtrange, 
indeed, that his ſon ſhould be. I here declare that, 
with reſpect to myſelf, Madam Brodowſky was cer- 
tainly chaſte ; but I alſo here declare I have a right to 
aſſume ſome merit to myſelf. This I think a ſuf. 
ficient anſwer to the letter of the lieutenant. - mr 
By the expreſs deſire of a perſon of diſtinction, I 
ſhall infert an incident in this place, which I omitted: 
in the ſecond volume, left I ſhould have fatigued my 
readers by a too circumſtantial recital of my various- 
attempts to eſcape from priſon, This honourable 
perſon was himſelf an. eye witneſs of the incident I 
am about to relate, at Magdeburg, and reminded me 
of the affair, It was my laſt attempt but one at flight. 
The circumſtances were theſe hep ts 
As I found myſelf unable to get rid of more ſand, 
after having once again cut through the planking, and 
mined the Fee e I made a hole toward the folle... ' 
ar ditch, in which three. ceinels were en 
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This I executed one ſtormy night, it being eaſy, from 


the lightnefs of the ſand, to perform the work in two. 
hours. 5 5 HEL - 
No ſooner had I broken through, than I filently 
drew back the ſand within the hole, and threw one 
of my {lippers beſide the palifadoes, that it might be 
ſuppoſed I had loſt it when climbing over them. 
_ Theſe paliſadoes, twelve feet in height, were ſituated 
in the front of the principal foſſé, and my centinels. 
ftood within, There was no ceatry box at the place- 
where I had broken through. | e 


This done, I returned into my priſon, made another 


hole under the planking, where I could hide myſelf, 


and ſtopped up the paſſage behind me, fo that it wa 


not probable I could be ſeen or found, _ 5 
When day-light came, the centinel faw the hole, 


gave the alarm, the officer ran terrified, the {lip; 


ger in pries. 1 l ibs | 
| Immediately the fub-gevernor came from Magde- 
burg, the alarm guns were fired, the horſe ſcoured the 


country, and the fortification and fubterranean paſſa- 


ges were all viſited; no tidings came; no diſcovery 
was made, and the concluſion was, I had certainly eſ- 


caped. That I ſhould fly without the knowledge of 
the centinels, was deemed impoſſible; the officer and: 


all the guard were put under arreſt, and every body: 
was ſtruck dumb with ſürpriſeGQ. 


I, in the mean time, fat quiet in my hole, where 1 


heard their ſearches, and ſuppoſitions that I certainly 

was gone. My heart N with joy, and I held. 
eſcape to he indubitable. They moſt undoubtedly 
would not have placed eentinels over the priſon the 


following night, and I then really ſhoutd have left my 


place of concealment, and moſt probably have ſafely 


arrived in Saxony. My 'cruel deftiny, however, rob- 


bed me of all hope at the very moment when I ſuppoſ- 
ed the greateſt of my difficulties.conquered. 


$ = 
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Vas found, and it was concluded that Trenck had line. © - 
tunately eſcaped over the paliſadoes, and was no lon- 
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Every thing ſeemed to happen as 1 could wiſh. The 


whole garriſon came and vilited the caſemates, and all 
ſtood aſtoniſhed at the miracle they beheld. In this 
ſkate things remained till four o'clock in the afternoon, 
At length an enſign of the militia came, a boy of a- 
bout fifteen or ſixteen years of age, a very chicken in 
appearance, but who had more wit than any or all of 
them. He approached the hole, examined the aper- 
ture next the foſſé, thought it appeared very ſmall, 
endeavoured to enter it himſelf, found he could rot, 
therefore concluded it was impoſhble a man of my 
ſize could have paſſed through, and accordingly called 
for a light, e N 
This was an accident I had not foreſeen. Half 
ſtifled in my hole, I had opened the canal under the 
planking. No ſooner had the youth procured a light, 
than he perceived my white ſhirt, examined nearer, 
felt about, and laid hold of me by the arm. | 
The fox was caught, and the laugh was univerſal, 
My chagrin and confuſion may eafily be imagined, 
They all came round me, paid me their compliments, 
and, finding nothing better was to be done, I laughed 
in company with them, and thus laughing, was led 
back, with an aching, a diſtracted heart, to be ſorrow- 
fully enchained in my dungeon. on 
The contrivance was highly applauded by all thoſe 
who wiſhed I might effect my eſcape, among whom 
was the honourable perſon who defired I would here 
inſert this anecdote. 1 TO 


I continued my journey, and arrived on the fourth 
of April, at Konigſberg, where my brother impatient- 

ly expected my arrival. We embraced as brothers 
muſt, after an abſence of two and forty years, Of all. 
my brothers and ſiſters I had left in this city, he only 
zemained. He lived a retired and peaceable life on 
his own eſtates, fulfilling all the duties of a man. He 
bad no children living. J continued a fortnight in 

5 5 | company 


BARON TRENCK, 335 


company with him and his worthy wife, at Königſ. 
berg, with infinite ſatisfaction of heart, and afterward 
went with him to his country ſeat, where I ſtayed fix 
weeks. 


Happy days! Numbered among the moſt happy of 


my life! In the midſt of relations, nephews, nephew's | 


children,” couſins and kinſmen of all degrees, who. 
came to compliment me on my return to reviſit the 
place of my nativity, I imagined myſelf the father of 
the family: I enjoyed that happineſs which a fire en- 


Joys, whole name is one of the moſt reſpeQable of the. 


land, and who is related, by ties of blood, to moſt of 
the neighbouring families. Man, at a certain time of 
life, is no where ſo happy as at home, eſpecially, if like 
me, he has wandered into foreign lands, ſeen their 
manners and cuſtoms, and been received by their in- 
habitants with cordiality and friendſhip. _ 
Here I, for the firſt time, learnt what had happened. 
to my relations, during my abſence. The wrath of 
the great Frederic extended itſelf to all my family. 
My ng brother was an enſign in the regiment of 
cuiraſſiers at Kiow, in the year 1746, when l firſt in- 
curred diſgrace from the king. Six years he ſerved, 
fought at three battles, but becauſe his name was 
Trenck, never was promoted. Weary of expectation, 
he at length quitted the army, married, and lived on 
his eſtate at Meicken, where he died about three years 
ago, and left two ſons, who are an honour to the fam- 
ily of the Trencks. | VVV 
Common fame ſpoke him a perſon capable of ren- 


dering the ſtate eſſential ſervice, as a military man, 


the profeſſion he had choſen ; but he was my broth- .. 
er, and the King would never ſuffer his name to be 
mentioned, tet 25 8 8 
My youngeſt hrother applied himſelf to the ſciences; 
it was propoſed that he ſhould receive ſome civil em- 
Fanz as an intelligent and well informed man; 
ut the King anſwered, in the margin of the peti- 
tion, . . „ 
No Trenck is good for any thing.” 


Thus 


f 
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Thus has all my family ſuffered, becauſe of my un- 
| just condemnation. My laſt mentioned brother thoſe 

the life of a private man, and lived at his eaſe in eſti. 
mation and ns, geen among the firſt people of he 
kingdom. 

The hatred of the monarch Sende itſelf to thy 
Miſter, who had married the ſon of General Waldow, 
and lived in widowhood'from the year 1749, to her 
ſecond” marriage. The misfortunes of this 1 
woman, in co equence of the treachery of Wein 
ten, and the aid Tre f ſent to me in my priſen at | 
deburg, I have before related. She was poſſeſſed of 
the fine eflate of Hammer, near Landſberg on the 
Warta, The Rufſian army changed the whole face 
of the country, and laid it deſert. She fled with what 

effects ſhe could, to Cuſtrin, where every thing like- 
| wiſe was burnt and deftroyed during the ſiege. The 
Pruſſian army itfelf demoliſhed the fine foreſts, 

After the war, the king aſſi ſted all the ruined "Oy 
lies of Brandenhurg ; the alone obtained nothing, be- 
cauſe ſhe was my fi ſiſter, She petitioned the king, who 
replied, ſhe muſt ſeek for redrefs from her dear brother, 
She died, in the flower of her age, a ſhort time after 
The had marridd her ſecond huſband, the preſent Col. 
Pape: Her ſon, alfo, died laſt year. He was 1 | 

in the regiment of the Gotz dragoons. 

Thus were all my brothers and ſiſters puniſhed be- 
cauſe they were mine. Who is he that ſhall afford 


- retribution for ſo many tragical events? Could it ev- 
er be believed that the great Frederic, like the great 


abaoth, would revenge himſelf on the children, and 
the children 's children? Was it not ſufficient that he 
ſhould wreak his wrath on my head alone ? Why has 


the name of Trenck been hateful to him, to the very 


hour of his death? This muſt ever remare! an incom- F 
Prehenſible eni | 
I never would by baſely Kiſs the foor that C ES. 3 me. 
When innocent, I ſought to avoid being fpuracd, and 
know myſelf guilty of no other crime. 
One Derſchau, captain of horfe, and uterine broth”. : 


erbt my mother, 1 addreſſed kimſelf to the king, 
3 
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in 1753, alleged he was my neareſt relation, and 
feudal heir, and petitioned that he would beftow on 
him m}:confiſcated eſtate, of Great Scharlack, 
The king demanded that the neceſſary proofs 
ſhould be ſent from the chamber at Konigſberg. He 
was informed that I had two brothers living, that 
Great Scharlack was an ancient family inheritance, and 
that it -appertained to my brothers, and not to Derſ- 
chau. . ; 55 
My brothers then announced themſelves as the im- 
mediate ſucceſſors to this fief, and the King beſtowed 
on them the eſtate of Great Scharlack, conformable 
to the feudal laws. That it might be properly divided, 
it was put up to auQtion, and bought by the youngeſt 
of my brothers, who paid the ſurplus to the other, 
and to my filter, He, likewiſe, paid debts charged 
upon it according to the expreſs orders of the court. 
The perſons, who called themſelves my creditors, 
were impoſtors, for I had no creditors; I was but nine- 
teen when my eſtates were confiſcated, conſequently 
was not of age; By what right, therefore, could ſuch 
debts be demanded, or paid ? Let them explain this 
who can. Any man might ſay whatever he pleaſed, 


for I was not preſent to contradict. 
| The ſame thing happened, when an account was 
given in to the fiſcus of the guardianſhip, although 1 
acknowledge my guardians were men of probity. 
One of them, however, was eight years in poſſeſſion, 
and when he gave it up to my brothers, he did not ac- 
count with them for a fingle:ſhilling. ö 1 
At preſent, therefore, the affair ſtands thus: Fred- 
eric William has taken off the ſentence of confiſca- 

tion, and ordered me to be put in poſſeſſion of my eſ- 

tates by .a gracious reſcript: Empowered by this, I 
come and. demand reſtitution; my brother anſwers, 
+* Iheve. bought and paid forthe eſtate, am the legal 
poſſeſſor, have improved it ſo much that Great 
* Scharlack, at preſent, is worth three or four times 
* the ſum it was at the time of confiſcation, Let the 
* Fiſcus” pay me its actual value, and then let them 
„ beſtow it on whom .they pleaſe. If the reigning 
| | F F 2 o - 4 king 
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| e qr | e 
not thereby to be a loſer. nl = - 
This is a problem which the people of Berlin muſt f. 
reſolve. My brother has no children, and, without go- 
ing to law, will bequeath Great Scarlack to mine, u 
when he ſhall happen to die. If he is forced in ef. e. 
fect to reſtore it without being reimburſed, the King, 1 
inſtead of granting a favour, has not done juſtice, 1 ;; 
do not requeſt any reſtitution like this, ſince ſuch reſ. t! 
titution would be made without aſking it, as a favour d. 
of the King. If his Majeſty takes off the confiſcation, Pe 
beauſe he 1s cdi eil was originally violent and ce 
unjuſt, then have I a right to demand the rents of two iſ = 
and forty years. This I am to require from the Fiſcus, ! 
not from my brother. es ee ISS I 
And ſhould the Fiſcus only reſtore me the price for Wil pl. 
which it then ſold, it would commit a manifeſt injuit- ¶ ev 
ice, fince all eſtates in the provinee of Pruſſia have, dit 
lince the year 1746, tripled and quadrupled their tes 
value, 133 VV 
Ik the eſtate deſcends only to w' children after my MW no 
death, I receive neither right nor favour, for in this ap 
' caſe Iobtain nothing for myſelf, and ſhall remain de. 
prived of the rents, which, as the eſtate is at preſent ¶ tro 
farmed, by my brother, amount to four thouſand rix- Oh 
dollars per annum. This eſtate cannot be taken from dur 
him legally, ſince he enjoys it by right ef purchaſe. tho 
It will not be the King, who, when I am dead, will Ml wo: 
beſtow it upon my children; but my brother, Wh ry | 
will bequeath it them by will. - © © ' hon 
Such is the preſent Rate of the buſineſs. How the ¶ ene 


benevolent . monarch ſhall think proper to decide, min 
will be ſeen hereafter. I have demanded of the Fiſ-. 
cus, that it ſhall make a fair valuation of Great Schar-W 
lack, reimburſe my brother, and reſtore it to me. My 
brother has other eſtates, Theſe he will dif poſe of by 

_ teſtament, according to his good pleaſures 
Be theſe things as they may, the purpoſe of my 
Journey is accompliſhed, My brother is my friend, 
and the ſather of my children, My ſon is in his 5 
. | Ve . c ys 


eſty's ſervice, and my honour is juſtified in my own» 
country. In Pruſſia, at leaſt, Lam victorious over 
; Reader, if thou haſt noble thoughts, rejoice with 
me, and from my | hiſtory, learn that evil itſelf may 
convert to good. In the nineteenth year of my age, 
W 1 loit my fortune, my liberty, my all, honour and for- 
titude excepted, and theſe it was not in the power of 
the deſpot to take. Two and forty years have I lived 
deprived of my property, two. and forty years endured 
poverty, and.even exceſſive indigence, with the ex- 
ception of ſome few intervals, without ever being 
guilty of meanneſs, and in the moment of good fortune, 
I have been liberal even to prodigality, I often have 
been deceived, but never was a deceiver. Thoſe who 
plundered me bluſh at my name. I walk proudly 
even in the preſence of kings, I write truths without 
diſguiſe, and my writings find toleration and privi- 
lege. I was deſpiſed, condemned, and rejetted, yet _ 
obtained, even in the dungeon's dephts, than which / &, 
no man could deſcend lower, the general eſteem and 
approbation of the wort. 
Thou, great God, haſt preſerved me amidit my 
trouble. The pureſt gratitude penetrates my heart. 
Oh that it might pleaſe thee never to let mortal en- 
dure what I have endured, or, if ſoit cannot be, that 
thou wouldſt grant him equal ſtrength to wreſtle with 
woe. Oh that thou wouldſt ſhield man from arbitra- 
ry power, and baniſh deſpotiſm from the earth. Diſ- 

W honour, caft head long down, and exterminate the 
the enemy of man, and let all prevaricating judges be, like 
de, mine, reduced to cleanſe the ſtreets of filth. Suffer 
Fil not the hypocritical knave to injure and inſult the vir- 
dar-. tuous. May this my tragical narration be a leſſon to 
che afflicted, afford hope to the deſpairing, fortitude | 
Wi. 7 the wavering, and ſhake and humanize the hearts of 

ings. Es 

my Joyfully now do I journey to the ſhores of death, 

nd, My duty 1s fulfilled, my end attained, tranquillity 

na) clerved, My conſcience is void of e 
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mall blefs my memory, and only the unfeeling, the 


wicked, the confeſſor of princes, and the pious impoſ-/ 7 


tor, ſhall vent their rage againſt my writings, My 
few remaining hours of life ſhall ſtill” be dedicated to 
the love of men, For my own part, my wants: are 
few. My mind is defirous of repofe ;. and ſhould this 
be denied me, ſtill will I not murmur. I now wiſh 
to ſteal gently, though not wholly unknown, toward 
that laſt aſylum, whither in my youth, if thither I 
went, it muſt, be with colours flying, Grant, Almighty 
God, that the prayer I this day make may be heard, and 
that ſuch may be the concluſion of my eventful life. 
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FRANCIS BARON TRENCK, 


A PARTISAN COLONEL, AND COMMANDER 
IN CHIEF, OF THE PANDOURS, IN THE 
SERVICE OF HER MAJESTY THE 

| ' EMPRESS-QUEEN, 


WRITTEN BY. | 
FRED ERIC BARON TRENCK, 
AS ANECESSARY SUPPLEMENT TO HIS OWN HISTORY, 
DRANCIS BARON TRENCK, was born in 1714, 


in Calabria, a province of Sicily, His father 


was then a governor, and lieutenant-colonet there, and 


died, poſſeſſed of theſe honours, in 1743, at Leitſchau, 
in Hungary, lord of the rich manors of Preſtowacz, 
Pleternitz, and Pakratz, in Sclavonia, and other conſid- 
erable eſtates in Hungary. His chriſtian name was 
John; he was my father's brother, and born in K6n- 
igſberg, in Pruſſia, where the family is well known, 
and where it has poſſeſſed eſtates ever ſince the times 
pf the Tentanic 8 
The name of his mother was Kettler; ſhe was 


born in Courland, but I am unacquainted with her” 


family, 1 = : 

Suffice it to ſay that Trenck, whoſe hiſtory I write, 
was, both by father and mother, a gentleman of an- 
cient family; and that his grandfather and ming was 
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of Pruſſia. He was not, as his enemies propagated 
at Vienna, the fon of a Sclavonian robber, His fath- 


er, who had ferved Auſtria, with honour, till the age 


of ſixty-eight, died, as I have ſaid, at Leitſchau, with 


the rank of colonel, and bore thoſe wounds to his 


grave which atteſted his warlike valour, N 
Francis Baron Trenck was his only ſon; he had 
attained the rank of colonel during his father's life, 
and ſerved with diſtinction in the army of Maria 
Thereſa. . ig 
1 ſhall ay nothing of his early youth. The hiſto- 
ry of his life, which he publiſhed in 1747, when he 
was under confinement at Vienna, is ſo full of minute 
eircumſtances, and fo poorly written, that I ſhall make 
but little uſe of it. Here I ſhall relate only what I 
| have heard from the molt creditable perſons, from his 
enemies themfelves, and what I have myſelf ſeen.. 
His ancient father, a bold and daring foldier, idol- 
izing his only ſon, and ſuperlatively avaricious, whol- 
ly negletted his education, fo that the paſſions of this 
fon were moſt unbridled. Endowed by nature with 
very extraordinary talents, the heir of a rich father, 
this ardent youth was early his own maſter, and allow- 
ed to indulge the impetuous fire of his conſtitution. 


Moderation was ever utterly unknown to him, and 


good fortune moſt remarkably favoured all his enter- 
priſes. Theſe were numerous, undertaken from no 
principle of virtue, nor actuated by any motives ob 
humanity. The love of money, and the deſire of 
fame, were the paſhons of his ſoul. All his wiſhes 
were {ucceisful, therefore were all his wiſhes indulg- 
ed. To his warlike inclination was added the inſen- 


ſibility of a heart natively wicked; and he found him- 
{elf an actor, on the great fcene of life, at a time when 
the earth was drenched with human gore, and when 


the ſword decided the fate of nations; hence this 
chief of pandgurs, this fcourge of the unprotected, 
naturally became an iron-hearted enemy, a ferocious. 
| foe of the human race, a formidable enemy in private 


life, and a perfidious friend, oy 
| „ Canſtitutionally 
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Conſtitutionally choleric and ſanguinary, addicted 
to voluptuous pleaſures, ſenfual, and brave; he was 
unappeaſable when affronted, prompt te act in the 
moment of danger circumfpe&, and when under the 
dominion of anger, inhuman and eruel even to fury; 
irreconcilable, artful, fertile in invention, and ever 


intent on great projects. 


When youth and beauty infpired love, he then be- 
came ſupple, infinuating, aniable, gentle, refpeQful ; 
yet, ever excited by pride, unceaſingly to purfue his 


| purpoſe, each conqueſt gave but new defires of coy 
n 


another ſlave over whom he might domineer ; a 

whenever he encountered unſhaken refiſtance, he even 
then ceaſed to be avaricious. A prudent and intelli- 
gent woman, turning this part of his charafter to ad- 
vantage, might have formed this very ſingular man to 
virtue, probity, and the love of the human race; but, 
from his moſt tender infancy, his will had never ſuf- 
fered reſtraint, and he thought nothing impoſſible. As 
a ſoldier, he was bold even to temerity ; capable of 


the moſt hazardous enterpriſe, and of laughing at the 
danger himfelf provoked, His ambitious. projects 


were the more elevated, becauſe that the end of all his 
actions was the acquirement of renown, In council 
he was dangerous; every thing muſt cede to his views. 
To him the means, by which his end was to be obtain- 
ed, were indifferent, Wo to the wretch who hope& 
to excite his compallion, by. fubhmiſſion and prayer 
The Croats at this time were undiſciplined, prone: 
to rapine, thirſting fer human blood, and only taught 
obedience by violence and blows ; theſe had heen the 
companions of his infancy ; theſe he undertook to 
fubjeft, by ſervitude and fear, to military fubordination, 
and from banditti, to make them foldiers. His habit- 


ual' intercourſe with fuch a ſpecies of men gave him 


that fiercenefs of charatter, which has been ſo often. 
remarxed in tyrants. e 295 
With reſpect to his exterior, Nature had. been prode- 
rgal of her favours. His height was fix feet three 
inches, and though his ſtature was thus' gigantic, the: 
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ſymmetry of his limbs was exact; his form was up- 
right, his countenance agreeable, yet maſculine, and 
his ſtrength almoſt incredible. He could ſever the 
head from the body of the largeſt ox, with one ſtroke 
of his ſabre, and he was ſo adroit at this Turkiſh prac- 
| tice that he at length could behead men as if he 
were cleaving turnips. In the latter years of his life, 
his aſpect was become terrible, becauſe that, during 
the Bavarian war, he hag. been ſcorched by the ex- 
ploſion of a powder-barrel, and his face remained ſcar- 
red and impregnated with black ſpots. 

In company he rendered himſelf exceedingly agree- 
able, ſpoke ſeven languages fluently, was jocular, poſ- 
ſeſſed wit, and in ſerious converſation, underſtanding ; 
had learned muſic, ſung with taſte, and had a good 
voice, ſo that he might have been well paid as an 
actor, had that been his fate. He could even, 
when ſo diſpoſed, become gentle and complaiſant ; 


but, whereverhe could command, he was a monſter, 


His look told the man of obſervation, that he was 
cunning and choleric ; and his wrath was terrible, 
He was ever ſuſpicious, becauſe he judged others by 
himſelf. Self. intereſt and avarice, ever. conſtituted 
his ruling paſſion, and, whenever he had an opportu- 
nity of increaſing. his wealth, he equally diſregarged 
the duties of religion, the ties of honour, and human 
pity. In the thirty-firſt year of his age, when he was 
poſſeſſed of nearly two millions, he did not expend a 
florin per day, ſo that he even denied himſelf neceſla- 
Tles. 1 3 5 | 
As he and his pandours always led the van, and as 
he thence had opportunity to ravage the enemy's 
country, at the head of troops ſo addicted to rapine, 
we mult not wonder that Bavaria, Sileſia, and Alſa- 
tia, were ſo plundered, He alone purchaſed. the boo- 
ty from his troops, at a low price, and this he ſent by 
water to his own eſtates. If, any one of his officers 
had made a rich capture, Trenck inſtantly became his 
enemy. He was ſent on every dangerous expedition, 
till he fell, and the colonel became his univerſal heir, 
for Trenck appropriatcd all he could to himſelf, | 
i | | c 
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He was reputed to be a man moſt expert in milita 
ſcience, an excellent engineer, and to poſſeſs an exact 
eye in eſtimating heights and diſtances. Hence had 
he the firſt of advantages that a partiſan leader can 
enjoy, that of being perfectly acquainted with the 
country in which the war is carried on. In all enter- 

rizes he was the firſt; inured to fatigue, his iron 
body could ſupport it without inconvenience; Noth« 
ing eſcaped his vigilance, all was turned to account, 
and what valour could not accompliſh, cunning ſuppli- 
ed, His pride ſuffered him not to incur an obligation, 
and thus was he by principle unthankful; his actions 
all centred in fel, and as he was remarkably fortunate 
in whatever he undertook, he afcribed even that which 
accident gave to foreſight and genius. Depending 
thus on himſelf, he was incapable of feeking, valuing, 
or maintaining friendſhip, therefore was abandoned 
when he molt needed the firm ſupport of friendſhip; 
Vet was he, ever, as an officer, a moſt uſeful and in- 
eſtimable man to the ſtate, His loue and reſpe& for 
his ſovereign, and his zeal in her ſervice, were un- 
bounded: Wherever her glory was at ſtake, he would 
willingly have devoted himfelf her victim. This 1 
aſſert to be truth: I probed his heart, and knew 
him well. Of litile conſequence is it to me, whe- 
ther the hiſtonians of Maria Thereſa have, or have 
not miſrepreſerited his talents, and the fame he deſerv · 
ed. I am one Oof thoſe biographers who do not ſtop. 
to relate trifles. I hold it moſt. eſſential, firit, to de- 
{cribe the true charadter of the man whoſe life I write z 
his virtues, his vices, and his pa ſſions, without diſ- 
guife ; and afterward to ſupport what I have affirmed, 
by the relation of facts, the veracity of which the read - 
er will judge of, comparing them with What he has 
be fore learned concerning the character of the man of 
_ whom fuch facts are related. „ . 

According to principles like theſe, ought all the hiſ- 
tories of our heroes pat. mongrchs tobe written ; their- 


virtues and vices ought ſo to be portrayed, that their 
ſucceſſors may not be deceieved, but may — 
5 5 . for 
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ſymmetry of his limbs was exact; his form was up- 
right, his countenance agreeable, yet maſculine, and 
his ſtrength almoſt incredible. He could ſever the 
head from the body of the largeſt ox, with one ſtroke 
of his ſabre, and he was ſo adroit at this Turkiſh prac- 
tice that he at length could behead men as if he 
were cleaving turnips. In the latter years of his life, 
his aſpect was become terrible, becauſe that, during 
the Bavarian war, he hag. been ſcorched by the ex- 
ploſion of a powder-barrel, and his face remained ſcar- 
red and impregnated with black ſpots. BY | 
In company he rendered himſelf exceedingly agree- 
able, ſpoke ſeven languages fluently, was jocular, poſ- 
ſeſſed wit, and in ſerious converſation, underſtanding ; 
had learned muſic, ſung with taſte, and had a good 
voice, ſo that he might have been well paid as an 
actor, had that been his fate. He could even, 
when ſo diſpoſed, become gentle and complaiſant ; 
but, wherever he could command, he was a monſter, 
His leok told the man of obſervation, that he was 
cunning and choleric ; and his wrath was terrible. 
He was ever ſuſpicious, becauſe he judged others by 
_ himſelf, Self-intereft and avarice, ever . conſtituted 
his ruling paſſion, and, whenever he had an opportu- 
nity of increaſing. his wealth, he equally diſregarded 
the duties of religion, the ties of honour, and human 
pity. In the thirty-firſt year of his age, when he was 
mp of nearly two millions, he did not expend a 
florin per day, fo that he even denied himſelf neceſla- 
xies. | BEES. 
As he and his pandours always led the van, and as 
he thence had opportunity to ravage the enemy's 
country, at the head of troops ſo addicted to rapine, 
we mult not wonder that Bavaria, Sileſia, and Alſa- 
tia, were ſo plundered, He alone purchaſed the boo- 
ty from his troops, at a low price, and this he {ent by 
water to his own eſtates, If any one of his officers 
Had made a rich capture, Trenck inſtantly became his 
enemy. He was ſent on every dangerous expedition, 
till he fell, and the colonel became his univerſzl heir, 
for Trenck appropriatcd all he could to himſelf, * 
N S 
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He was reputed to be a man moſt expert in military 
ſcience, an excellent engineer, and to poſſeſs an — 
eye in N heights and diſtances. Hence had 
he the firſt of advantages that a partifan leader can 


enjoy, that of being perfectly acquainted with the 


country in which the war is carried on. In all enter- 
rizes he was the firſt'; inured to fatigue, his iron 
boy could ſupport it without inconvenience, Noth« 
ing eſcaped his vigilance, all was turned to account, 
and what valour could not accompliſh, cunning ſuppli- 


ed. His pride ſuffered him not to incur an obligation, 


and thus was he by principle unthankful; his actions 
all centred in ſelf, and as he was remarkably fortunate 
in whatever he undertook, he afcribed:even that which 
accident gave to foreſight and genius. Depending 
thus on himfelf, he was incapable of feeking, valuing, 


or maintaining friendſhip, therefore was abandoned 
When he moſt needed the firm ſupport of friendſhip, 


Vet was he, ever, as an officer, a moſt uſeful and in- 
eſtimable man to the ſtate; His love and reſpect for 
his ſovereign, and his zeal in her ſervice, were un- 


bounded: Wherever her glory was at ſtake, he would 


willingly have devoted himfelf her victim. This 1 
aſſert to be truth: I probed his heart, and knew 
him well. Of little conſequenee-1s. it to me, whe- 


ther the hiſtovians of Maria Thereſa have, or have 


not miſrepreſerited his talents, and the fame he deſerve 
ed, I ant one of thoſe biographers who do not ſtop. 
to relate trifles. I hold it — eſſential, firit, to de- 
{crihe the true character of the man whoſe life I write; 


bis virtues, his vices, and his paſſions, without diſ- 


guife ; and afterward to fupport what I have affirmed, 
by the relation of facts, the veracity of which the reads. 
er will judge of, comparing them with what he has 


before learned concerning the character of the man of 
_ whom fuch facts are related. Bo. | 
According to beer u like theſe, ought all the hiſ- 


tories of our heroes and mon rehs to be written; their 


virtues and vices ought ſo to be portrayed, that their 
ſucceſſors may not be deceieved, but may . 
1 . | 5 e for 


%% · rr 


for themſelves, according to the characteriſtic traits 
hid before their eyes, aud amend their own errors; 
The paraſite, the ſelf-intereſted and the timid hiſtorian, 
alike are the friends of falſehood. I write not ro- 
mances, to diſguiſe the failings or the crimes, to palliate 
the deteſtable acts, or to magnify the virtues of king 
or hero, TI write truth, for the information and im- 
provement of man, _ $2. - 
Ihe life of Trenck I write for the following reaſons, 
He had the honour firſt to form, and command regu- 
lar troops raiſed in Sclavonia. The ſoldiers acquired 
glory under their leader, and ſuſtained the tottering 
power of Auſtria: They made libations of their blood 
in its defence, as did Trenck, in various battles, He 
ſerved, like a brave warrior, with zeal, loyalty and ef- 
- The vile perſecutions of his enemies, at Vienna, 
with whom he refuſed to ſhare the plunder he had 
made, loſt him honour, liberty, and, not only the per- 
ſonal property he had acquired, but likewiſe the fam- 
ily patrimony in Hungary. He died like a malefac- 
tor, illegally ſentenced, in impriſonment ; and knaves 
have affirmed, and fools have believed, and believe ſtill, 
he'took the King of Pruſſia priſoner, and that he grant- 
ed him freedom, in conſequence of a bribe. So have 
the loyal Hyngarians been led to ſuppoſe that a Hunga- 
rian had really been a traiter r. 
Buy my writings, I wiſh to prove to this noble na- 
tion that Trenck, for his loyalty, on the contrary, de- 
ſerved compaſſion, eſteem, and honour, in his coun- 
try. This I have already done in the former part of 
my hiſtory. The truth of this no man denies ; for I 
have offered to bring the legal acts in teſtimony of 
What I have aſſerted, ſhould the monarch be inclined 
to examine this truth, and events ſo diſhonourable to 
Juſtice, or to act, in this caſe, as Frederic William has 
acted at Berlin, where I have been heard in my own 
_ Juſtification, The dead Trenck can ſpeak no more 
ut it is the duty of the living ever to ſpeak in de- 


Trenck 


fence of right. 
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Trenck wrote his own hiſtory, during the ſuits car- 
ried on againſt him, while he was confined in the ar- 
ſenal at Vienna ; and, in the laſt two ſheets, he open- 
ly related the manner in which he had been treated by 
the council of war, of which Count Löwenwalde, his 
greateſt enemy, was preſident, The count, however, 
found ſupporters too powerful, and theſe ſheets were 
torn from the book, and publicly burnt by the hang- 
man at Vienna. Defence after this became impoſh- 
ble: He groaned under the gripe of his adverſaries. 

I have given a litteral copy of theſe ſheets in the 
firſt volume of-my life; and, I again repeat, I am able 
to prove the truth of what is there aſſerted, by the acts, 
proceedings, and judicial regiſters, which are in my 
poiſeſſion, He was confined in the Spielburg becauſe 
much was to be dreaded from an -injured man, whom 
they knew capable of the moſt deſperate enterprizes, 
He died defenceleſs, the ſacrifice of iniquity and 
unjuſt judges. He died, and his honour remained 
unprotected. . „ 

J am, by duty, his defender; although he expired my 
perſonal enemy, the author of all the ills I have ſuf- 
fered. I came to the knowledge of his perſecutors too 
late for the unfortunate Trenck. And who are thoſe 
who have dividea his ſpoils ; who flew him that they 
might fatten themſelves? Who has ſeen any one of 
their families render a Trenck to the ſtate ? Who ev- 
er diſcovered a man of noble heart amid theiroffspring ? 
Proſperity be to your excellencies, now, by the grace 
of Heaven and the Empreſs, the nobles of the land! 
Your titles have been paid for from the coffers of 
Trenck ! Yet can neither theſe your cabals, your weal- 
thy protectors, your own riches, or your credit at 
court, deprive me of the right of vindicating his fame. 

I have boldly written, have openly ſhewn, that 
Trenck was pillaged by you; that he ſerved the houſe. 
of Auſtria as a worthy man, with fidelity and zeal ; 
not by coming powdered upon the parade; not in 
court martials, and committees of inquiry ; but 
{word in hand, fighting for his country, ſharing the 

© Ys LE ſoldiers 
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ſoldier's glory, yet, -afterward, falling the victim of 


envy and power; falling by the hands of thoſe who iſ 


are unworthy, incapable, of judging merit and probi- 

ty. He take the King of Pruſſia! He took the Em- 
ror of Morocco. „„ 
Yes, he is dead - But ſhould any man on earth dare 

openly affirm that the Hungarian or the Pruſſian 


ITrenck were either of them capable of treaſon, that 
either of them merited puniſhment at Vienna or at 


Berlin, for having betrayed their country, he will not 
Have long to ſeek before he will be informed that he 
Has done us both injuſtice, After this preface, I ſhall 


<ontinue my narrative according to the plan I pro- 


poſed. 5 . 
Trenck, the father, was a miſer, paſt ſervice, yet a 
well meaning man. Trenck, the ſon, on the contra- 
ry, was a youthful ſoldier, turbulent and hot, who 
Food in need of money to indulge his pleaſures, 
Many curious pranks he played, when an enſign in I 


Know not what regiment of foot. | 


He went to one of the collectors of his father's rents 
and demanded money; the collector refuſed to give 
him any, and Trenck cleaved his ſkull with his ſabre. 
A proſecution was commenced againſt him,“ but, 
war breaking out in 1736, between the Ruſſians and 


the Turks, he, with the permiſſion of the court of Vi- 


enna, raiſed a ſquadron of Huſſars, and went with 
it into the Ruſſian ſervice, contrary to the will of his 

father. 5 5 
In this war he diſtinguiſhed himſelf highly, and ac- 


' quired the protection of field-Marſhal Munich. He 


was ſo ſucceſsful, and ſo daring, as a partiſan leader 


againſt the Tartars, that he became very famous in the 


army, and at the end of the campaign, was appointed 
major. ' 
It happened on ſome occaſion, that flying parties of 
the Turks approached the front of his regiment, when 
on march, and Trenck, ſeeing a favourable moment 
ze ſtale of vaſſalage in theſe countries is moſt milan- 
«holily depicted by this and femilar anecdotes, T 
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{gn, near the tent in which he was confined 
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for attacking them, went to Colonel Rumin, deftring 

that the regiment might be led to the charge, and that 

they might profit by ſo fair an opportunity. The 

timid Colonel anſwered, ** I have no ſuch orders. 

Trenck then demanded 8 to charge the Turks 
ro 


only with his own ſquadron; but this was refuſed. 
He immediately became furious, for he had never been 
acquainted with contradittion or ſubordination, and 
cried aloud to the ſoldiers —* If there be one brave 
© man among you, let him follow me.” About two 
hundred immediately ſtepped from the ranks; he put 
himſelf at their head, routed the enemy, made a horri- 
ble carnage, and returned intoxicated with joy, accom- 


| panied by priſoners, and loaded with diſſevered heads, 


attacked the colonel, treated him like the rankeſt M. 
ard, called him opprobrious names, and beat him, 
without the other daring to make the leaft reſiſt. 
ance. "Te" TR . 5 F 
The adventure, however, became known; Trenck 
was arreſted, and ordered to be tried. | 


Once more arrived in preſence of the regime "= 


His judges cendemned him to be ſhot—and the day 


was appointed—but, the evening before execution, 
Field-marſhal Munich paſſed, either by chance or de- 


Trenck ſaw him, came forward, and ſaĩd Certainly 
your excellency will not {uſfer a foreign cavalier to 
die an ignominious death, becauſe he has chaſtiſed a 
* cowardly Ruſſian ? If I muſt die, at leaſt give me 
** permiſſion to ſaddle my horfe, and, with my ſabre in 
*« my hand, let me fall ſurrounded by the enemy.“ 
The tartars happened to be, at this time, hara ung 5 
the advanced poſts; the field-marſhal ſhrugged his 
thoulders, and was filent,— ——Trenck, ſtill not diſ- 
couraged, added I will undertake to bring your 
* excellency three heads, or loſe my own. Will you, 


if Ido, be pleaſed to grant me my pardon Ahe 


liel d-marſhal replied -“ Ves.“ The horſe of Trenck 
was immediately brought: he gallopped to the enemy, 
and returned ſingly, with four head's knotted to his 

g „% Oey 7 


ed him to be a major in another regiment. 
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horſe's main, himſelf only ſlightly wounded in thi 
— EEE SES ak Oo, 
Munich embraced him; and immediately appoint. 
Various, and almoſt incredible, were his feats 
among others, a Tartar ran him through the belly 


with his lance : Trenck graſped the projecting end 


with his hands, exerted his prodigious ſtrength, broke 


the lance, ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and happily eſcaped, 
Of this wound, dreadful as it was, he was foon cured, 


I myſelf have feen the two ſcars, and that far may 


_ affirm the truth of the fact. I alſo learned this, and 


many others, in 1746, from officers who had ſerved in 
the ſame army, and who had been eye-witneſles of 
what they related. _ e 
During this campaign he behaved with great hon- 
our, was wounded by an arrow in the calf of the leg, 
and gained the affection of the Field-marſhal Munich, 


but excited the envy of all the Ruſſians. Toward 
the concluſion of the war he had a new misfortune ; 
his regiment was on the march, and incommoded on 


all fide. by the enemy: He intreated his colonel, for 


the love of God, to permit him to attack them. The 


colonel was once more a Ruſſian, and he was refuſed, 


Trenck gave him a blow, and called aloud to the ſoſd- 


* 


iers to follow him. They, however, being Rufflans, 


remained motionleſs—and he was put under arreſt, 
The court martial ſentenced him to death, and all 


hope of reprieve ſeemed over. The general would 


e have granted his pardon, but, as he was him 
ſelf a foreigner, he was fearful of offending the Ruf 
ſians y ſuch partiality, they having begun to murmur. 


The day of execution came, and he was led to the 
place of death.—Munich, however, ſo contrived it 


that Field-marſhal Lowenthal ſhould paſs by, at this 
moment, in company with his lady. Trenck profit 


ed by the opportunity, ſpoke boldly, and prevailed, 


A repreive was requeſted, and the ſentence was chang: 
ed into baniſhment ana labour in Siberia, 

Trenck proteſted againſt this ſentence. The Field 
marſhal wrote to Peterſberg, and an order came tha 


* 
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ne ſhould be broken, and conducted out of the Ruſſian 


territories, This order was accordingly executed, 
and he returned into Hungary to his father. 
At this period he eſpouſed the daughter of the 


Field marſhal Baron Tillier, of one of the firſt families 


in Switzerland. 1 1 

The two brothers of his wife, each, became lieuten- 
ant-general, one of whom died honourably, during 
the ſeven years war, and particularly favoured by his 
ſovereign. The other was made commander general 


in Croatia, where he is ſtill living, and at the head of 


a regiment of infantry that bears his name, | | 
Trenck did not long live with his lady. She was 
pregnant, and, his diverſions being ever conſonant 
to his unruly temperament, he took her to hunt with 
him in a marſh, whence ſhe returned ill, being unac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch exerciſe, and died, without leaving 
him any heir. 


Warlike inclinations would not long permit him 
to remain idle. Having no opportunity to indulge 
_ theſe, becauſe of the general peace, he conceived the 


project of extirpating the Sclavonian banditti, _ 
Before I proceed it will be proper to deſcribe this 
race of men, whom no perſon hefore him had dared 
to attack, although they laid the whole country under 
contribution, and excrciſed the utmolt cruelties. 
The title of their chiefs was Harum-Baſhaw ; and 
they were elected from among the ſtrongeſt, the moſt. 
intelligent, and the boldeſt men of the nation, So 
ſevere were their laws that the ſmalleſt fault was pun- 
iſhed by ſtrangling the culprit, „„ 
If any one of their comrades had been betrayed, 
there is no example that they ever ſo much as ſpared 
the infant, even in its-mother's womb. + 
| Their vengeance was unlimited; and if by chance 
the whole band were defeated with ſlaughter, in ſuch 
kind of attempts, the new. Harum-Baſhaw of their 
ſucceſſors was bound to carry fire and {word there, 
were his predeceſſor had fallen, i” | : 


Day and night on the, watch, be chaſed them, like 


„% n 


In effect, they were true partiſans; maintained 
ſpies in Turkey, and occaſionally fell upon the Turk- 
iſh banditti, taking from them their booty, and plun- 
dering and aſlaſſinating the caravans of merchants.— 
Therefore, they ſpread univerſal terror throughout 


the country; no one durſt expoſe himſelf to their en- 


mity; and all the landholders paid them a ſmall con- 
tribution, that they might protect them from the in- 
curiions of the Turkiſh banditti. Theſe their tribu- 


taries, and their vaſſals. under them, lived tranquil 


and in full ſecurity, for it was a law, among the Scla- 
vonian banditti, never to forfeit their word, 
Each Harum-Baſhaw had a ſtipulated number of 
men, and when any one of them died, all the youths, 
moſt adroit and renowned for their feats, became can- 
didatcs for the vacant place, becauſe that theſe ban- 
ditti lived in abundance, and were not obliged to work. 
They ſreety traverſed al} the country armed, and 


were well known by their large rings and buttons of 


ſilver, When government thought proper to purſue 


and attack then, and they were obliged to encounter 


the regulars, they generally had the advantage, and 
could take ſhelter, when attacked, in their vaſt foreſts 


with the paths and thickets cf which they were welt 


acquainted, At fuch times, They became a great nui- 
fance to the neighbouring hamlets, which they pilla- 
ged at pleaſure, C 


Trenck, therefore, began his military exploits anew 


againſt this ſingular race of men, To execute this cn- 
terprize, he employed his own vallals and pandours. 


He was afterward aſk ſted by a detachment of regulars, 
having promiſed the court of Vienna. that he would 
totally. deſtroy theſe banditti. The bloody conteſt 
now commenced—men were racked and impaled, and 


it may, perhaps. be ſafely affirmed that more activity, 
precaution and courage, were neceſſary to inſure ſuc- 


ceſs in ſuch a kind of war, than to. lead a great army 
10 the field of hang & 75 . 
Trenck ſeemed born for this murderous. trade. 
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wild beaſts, by tracing their footſteps ; killing now 
one, then another, and treating them undiſtinguiſhed- 
ly with the , utmoſt barbarity, Father and ſon alike 
muſt bleed; nor was he himſelf a moment certain he 
ſhould not fall into their hands, or be betrayed by his 
own ſoldiers. - _ ; 2 JEM 

Two incidents, which I ſhall here relate, will ſuf- 
ficiently paint the character of this unaccountable 


 man,—He had impaled alive the father of a Harum- 


Baſhaw. One evening he was going on patrole, along 
the banks of a brook which ſeparated two provinces. 
On the oppoſite ſhore was the ſon of this impaled fa- 
ther, with his Croats.—It was moon-light, and the 
latter called aloud —— — F 
„J hear thy voice, Trenck ! Thou haſt impaled 


© my father! Thou perſecuteſt us like a raſcal, with 


craft and cruelty. If thou haſt a heart in thy body, 
come hither, over the bridge will ſend away my 
6 followers; leave thy fire-arms, come only with thy 
“ ſabre, and we will then fee who ſhall remain the 
6& vitor,” 1 I. 5 LE 

The agreement was made, and the Haram-Baſhaw 


ſent away his Croats, and laid down his muſket, — 


Trenck paſſed the wooden bridge ; both drew their 
ſabres; but Trenck treacherouſly killed his adverlary 
with a piſtol, that he had concealed, after which he 


ſevered his head from his body, took it with him, and 
ſtuck it upon a pole, 5 | 


2 


The reader will determine concerning the heroiſm 


of this action toward a thief, who, although a thief, 


behaved ſo nobly, 


Be this as it may, he continued to enſnare them by 
every kind of artifice, and to purſue them with unre- 
lenting vengeance, Thus he became the terror and 


the ſcourge of that pernicious race. 


One day, when he was hunting, he heard muſic in a 


lone houſe which belonged to one of his vaſſals, He 


was thirſty, entered, and found the gueſts ſeated at 
table. Ile fat himſelf down, and ate, with them, not 
knowing that this very houſe was a place of rendez- 


4 


vous for the banditti,, 


* 
* 
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took refuge in the Turkifh ſtates. 
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As he was ſeated oppoſite the door, at: a. long nar- 


row table, he ſaw two.Harum-Baſhaws, armed, and of 


a gigantic ſtature, enter. His muſketſtood in a cor- 
ner; he was ſtruck. with terror; but. one of the ban- 


_ - ditti addreffed him thus: 


© Neither thee, nor thy vaſſals, Trenck, have we ev- 
er injured, yet doſt thou purſue us withunexampled 
* cruelty; We think mare nobly. Eat thy fill; we 
* could nail thee to the wall; but fear, nothing. 
When thou halt ſatisfied thy hunger, we will then, 
*« ſabre in hand, fee-who has, moſt juſtice on, his fide, 
sand whether thou art as courageous, and as. invinci- 
ble as men ſpeak thee,” F 
Hereupon they ſat themſelves down oppoſite him at 
the table, and began to eat and drink and make merry. 
The ſituation of Trenck could not be very pleaſant. 
He recollected that, beſides theſe two giants, there 
might be more of their companions. without, ready to 
fall upon him; he therefore privately drew. his pif- 


tols from his. Packet, held them under the. table. while- 


he cocked them, preſentedeach hand to the body of a. 
Harum-Baſhaw, fired them both at the ſame inſtant, 
overſet the table an the other gueſts, and ſafely eſcap- 


ed from the houſe. As he went he had time enough. 


to ſeize on one of their muſkets, which was ſtanding, 
at the door, One of the-Croats was. left weltering in, 


his blood; the other diſengaged himſelf from the ta- 


ble, and ran like a man frantic after. Trenck, who ſuf- 
fered him ta approach, killed him with his on gun, 
ſtruck off his head, and brought it hame in triumph. 

By this action the banditti were deprived. of their: 
two moſt valourous. chiefs, and likewiſe of their cour-. 
age, ſo. that, cut off on every ide, numbers of them 


7 


War broke que, about this time, in. the year 1740, 
when all the Huttgarians took up arms in defence of; 


their lovely and beloved queen, Trenck wrote to. 
Vienna, offered to raiſe a free. corps of pandours, aud. 


requeſted a general amneſty for. all the banditty Who 
ſhould join his troops, His requeſt was granted, lie i 
publiſhed the amneſty, aud. began to. ail a 


nw hd - - 


when his faldiers were yet undiſciplined. 
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Few, however, of the banditti came to join his col 
ours ; he therefore enrolled his N formed. 
a corps of about five hundred men, went in fearch of 
the robhers, drove them into a, ſtrait between the Save 


and Sarfawa, where they at length capitulated, and: 


about three hundred. of them enralled themſelves with 
his pandours. FATE. 8 ile$5s 14,008 
Moſt of theſe men were fix feet in height, upright, 
determined, and experienced foldiers, that could ſwim, 
and were accuſtomed to run, like roe-bucks, for miles. 
through their foreſts. Theſe were neceſſary requiſites 
before they could be admitted among the banditti. 
It is not to be wondered at, that an able leader of 
men like thefe, found nothing impoſſible, or that he 
ſhould perform, brave and daring as he was, even ta. 
raſhnefs, feats that.almoſt appear miraculous. So long 
as any of theſe banditti remained, the name af the pans. 
dours was terrible; but a mar like himſelf only was ca- 
pable of eſtabliſning diſcipline, order, and ſubordina- 
tion among them. To indulge them, on certain occa- 
lions, in their riots and their thirſt of pillage, were 
means Which he often ſucceſsfully. employed to lead, 
them where he pleaſed, and to render them victorious. 
To be- daniels in the midſt of danger, to be ever at 
their head, to ſpeak. only of plunderand good cheex, are 
the requiſites for an oor of ſuch troops, and without- 
which, he will find it difficult to lead them to the. 
attack, Should they perceive timidity. in him, they. 
become inactive, mutinous, and deſert, To render. 
them effective he muſt treat them with ſeverity, and. 
muſt wink at that. exceſs of barbarity to which they 
often abandon themſelves, FL C08 gf ETIFEN 
By means like theſe Trenck' accompliſhed his pur 
poſes, became the-terror of the enemies of Auſtria, and 


rendered. moſt ſignal. fervices.to his Empreſs. _ 
The event I am going to relate happened in 1741, 


While he was exerciing his regiment, a company. 
Hred upon Trenck with ball, and killed his horſe un- 
der. him, aud his ſeryant. that ſtood by his fide, He 
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ran furious to the company, counted one, two, three, 


and beheaded the fourth, He was continuing this 
when a Harum-Baſhaw left the ranks, drew his ſabre, 
and called aloud—* It was. I who fired upon thee, de- 
6 fend thyſelf,” The ſoldiers ſtood motionleſs ſpec- 
| Trenck attacked him, and had the good for- 

tune to hew him down, _ . 
He was then proceeding to continue the execution 
of the fourth man, but the whole regiment preſented 
their arms. The revolt became general, and Trenck, 
ſtill hold ing his drawn ſabre, ran like a lion amidſt 
them, hacking about him on all ſides, The exceſs of 
His rage was terrific ; The ſoldiers all called, held, 
each fell on his knees, and promiſed obedience, Af. 
ter this, he cordially embraced ſome of them, remonſ- 
trated and harangued to them in language ſuitable to 
their character, and, from that time, they became in- 
vincible ſoldiers, whenever they were headed by him- 


CY 


It may well, be aſked whether a man, who in like 
peril is capable of acting with like intrepidity, ought 
to be judged by common rules. Trenck, however, 
was condemned by the deciſion of ſome pacific court- 
martial judges, who had grown old in a ſoldier's uni- 
form, without ever having ſtained it with their own 
blood. Let the ſituation of Trenck be conſidered ; 
be it remembered that he was the chief of a band of 
robbers, accuſtomed to rapine, and who ſuppoſed they 


| were authoriſed to take whatever they pleaſed, in an 


enemy's country; a banditti that had ſo often dehed 


the gallows, that had never known military ſubordi- 
nation, Let ſuch men be ſuddenly led to the field, 


and oppoſed to regular troops. That they are never 
aRted upon by a principle of honour is evident; their 
eader, therefore, is obliged to excite themavidity by 


the oy of plunder, thus to engage them in action; 
he 


for, if they perceive no perſonal advantage, the com- 
mand of the chief, or the intereſt of the ſovereign, 
are wholly inſufficient to make them act. Tarks may 
be led to battle from ſuch matives, but not the art ful 
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Sclavonian, who flies danger where nothing is to be 
ained. | 
: Trenck had likewiſe necd of a particular ſpecies of 
officers. They, like their chief, muſt at once be dar- 
ing, yet cautious. They were partiſans, and muſt 
therefore be more capable of ſupporting fatigue, than 
any regular troops; more deſirous of daily ſeeking 
the enemy, and hazarding their lives. Few are to be 
found who have the inclination and the qualities re- 
quiſite ſor ſo dangerous a trade; and when fuch forc- 
es arſt are raifed, the firſt who preſent themſelves are 
neceſſarily accepted. | $47 | 
As he was himfelf never abſent at the time of ac- 
tion, he ſoon became acquainted with the character of 
| thoſe whom he called old women, and ſent them 
from his regiment, without any other proceſs than his 
own command, when he learned that any one among 
them had hidden himſelf in a ditch, or had not run. 
to the aſſault, at the head of his pandours, The num- 
ber of officers ſo diſcharged increaſed, they all repair- 
ed to Vienna, vented their complaints, and were 
heard. N Tots = 
Envious of his good fortune, the encmies of Trenck. 
were on the watch. Eis own avarice prevented him 
making any diviſion of his. rich boety with thoſe gen- 
tlemen who conſtituted the military courts, thereby 
neglecting what was cuſtomary at Vienna: Hence 
originated the proſecution to which he fell a victim. 
Scarcely had he entered Auſtria, with his Sclavo- 
nian troops, before he found an opportunity of gather-. 
ing laurels, The French army was defeated at Lintz. 
'Frenck every where purſued them, treated his priſ- 
oners with barbarity ; and, never granting quarter in 
battle, the very appearance of his pandours inſpired 
terror, Their cruelties, their irrefiſtible attacks, and. 
the artful ſtratagems they had learnt in their thieviſh 
apprenticeſhip, were productive of effects equally- 
_ dreadful and unforeſeen. „„ „„ 
Trenck was prudent, vigilant, a great warrior, and 
knew how to profit by the lighteſt advantage. _ 
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this time he became known and renowned, gained the 
confidence of Prince Charles, and the particular el. 
teem of the Field-marſhal Count Kevenhuller, who 
had penetration to diſcover the worth of the man, and 


bo turn the talents he poſſeſſed to advantage. No par- 


tiſan had ever before obtained ſo much power as 
Trenck; he every where preceded the army, and pur- 


ſued the enemy as far as Bavaria, carrying fire and 


ſword wherever he went, The ſtate reaped the ad- 


vuantages of conqueſt, and the pandours of plunder, by 


the hope of which alone they were actuated, and, un- 


der a leader ſo proper for themſelves, enacted won- 


ders. | | | 

Bavaria was laid waſte, Prince Charles granted 
Trenck a carte blanche, and as it was known 'Trenck 
gave no quarter, the Bavarians and the French flew at 
the ſight of a red mantle. Pillage and murder attend- 
ed the pandours wherever they went, and their colo- 


nel hought up all the booty they acquired. 


Chamb, in particular, was a ſcene of dreadful and 
ſavage maſſacre. The city was ſet on fire at -every 


corner, and the inhabitants miſerably periſhed in the 


flames ; thoſe women and children, who endeavoured 
to fly, were obliged to paſs over a bridge, where they 
were firſt ſtripped, and afterward thrown into the 
water, This a&ion was one of the accuſations brought 
againſt Trenck, when he was proſecuted ; but he al- 
leged in his juſtification, BY % LOTS 
Firſt, That the citizens of Chamb had cut off the 
hands of fix pandour priſoners, and had led them in 
triumph through the town, | * 
Secondly, That the place had been taken by aſſault. 
Thirdly, That Prince Charles had given him orders 
The banks of the Iſer at this day reverberate groans 
for the barbarities of Trenck, Deckendorf and Filtz- 
hofen felt all his fury, In the firſt of theſe towns, 


fix hundred French priſoners: capitulated, although 


his forces were four miles diſtant ; but he formed a 


kind of &raw men, on which he put pandour caps and 


23 cloaks, 
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cloaks, ſet them up as centinels, and the garriſon, in- 
timidated and deceived by this ſtratagem, ſigned the 
capitulation, in company only of himſelf, his adju- 
tant, and ſome officers. „ „ 
The important ſervices he rendered the army dur- 
ing the Bavarian war, are well known in the hiſtory 
of Maria Thereſa, though his actions have ever been 
repreſented with a face the leaſt favourable. The 
good he has done has been purpoſely paſſed over in ſi- 
lence, becauſe he died under misfortunes, and did not 
leave his hiſtorian a legacy. | | | 
He was informed by a ſpy that, either at Decken- 
dorf or Filtzhofen, I do not exactly remember which, 
there was a barrel, containing twenty thouſand flor- 
ins, concealed at the houſe of an apothecary. Impel- 
led by the defire of booty, Trenck haſtened to the 
place indicated, with a candle in his hand, ſearchin 
every where, and in his hurry, dropt a ſpark into a 
quantity of gun- powder which hap ened to be there, 
by the exploſion of which he was daſhed againſt the 
ground, and dreadfully ſcorched. They carried him 
off; but the ſcars, and the gun powder with which 
his ſkin was blackened, in conſequence of this acci- 
dent, rendered his countenance remarkably terrific, 
The preſent Field-marſhal Laudohn was at that 
time a licutenant in his regiment, and happened to be 
at the door when his colonel was burnt, Scarcely 
was Trenck cured before his ſpies informed him that 
Laudohn had plenty of money, and that. he and his 
friends lived merrily, Immediately he ſuſpected that 7 
| Laudohn had indubitably found the barrel of florins, 


and from that moment hs perſecuted this worthy man; 
: 


by all imaginable arts. Whetever there was danger 
he ſent him, at the head of ſome thirty men, againſt * 
three hundred, hoping to have him cut off, and to 
make himſelf his heir. e 3 * 
This was ſo often repeated, that Laudohn began te 
be weary, quitted the corps, and retreated to Vienna, 
where, joining the crowd of accuſers and enemies of 
Trenck, he became inſtrumental in his abs. 
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Yet it is certain that, in the ms Trenck had 
ſhewn a friendſhip for Laudohn, had given him a 


_ commiſſion, and that this, at preſent, really great man 


learned, in the ſociety and under the command of 
Trenck, his military principles. 

General Tillier, whoſe warlike ardour is well 
known to the whole army, was likewiſe formed in 
this nurſery of ſoldiers, where officers were taught 
activity, ſtratagem, and enterpriſe. And who are 
now more N of commanding a Hungarian army 
than Tillier and Laudohn ? | 

I one day ſaid to Trenck, when he was in Vienna, 
embarraſſed by all the difficulties of his proſecution, 


and when he had publiſhed a defamatory writing a- 


gainſt all his accuſers, excepting no man—* You have 


always told me that Laudohn was one of the moſt 
© capable of your officers, and likewiſe a worthy man. 


% Wherefore then do you claſs him among ſuch. 


s wretches P?“ 


He replied, « What ! would you have me praiſe a 
* man, who lab>ours, at the very head of my enemies, 


* to rob me of honour, property, and life!“ 


I have related this incident only to prove, by the 


public teſtimony of ſo honourable a man, that Trenck 


was a great ſoldier, and a zealous patriot, and that he 


never took the King of Pruſſia prifoner, as has been 


meanly, becauſe falſely, affirmed, and as is ſtill be- 


lieved by the filly multitude, Had ſuch a thing hap- 


3 L audohn muſt have been preſent, and certain- 
Iy would have ſupported this charge. That he did 


not is the beſt proof of my aſſertion, by which 1 vin- 


dicate the honour of the family, as in duty bound to 


my children. 


Bavaria was totally plundered by Trenck, as has 


deen ſaid: Barges were loaded with gold, filver, and 


effects, which he ſent to his eſtates in Sclavonia; 
Prince Charles and Count Kevenhuller countenanged 
His proceedings; but when Field-marſhal Neuperg was 
at the head of the army, he had other principles. He 


was connected with Baron Tiebes, a counſellor of the 


Hofkriegſra th. 
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Hofkriegſrath, who was all-puiſſant over military 

men, and eee was the enemy of Trenck. 

_ Perſecution proceeded fo far that a ſuit was at that 
tune inſtituted againſt him, and Trenck was impriſ- 

oned ; but he defended himſelf ſo powerfully that in 

a month's time he was ſet at liberty. 

Mentzel, mean while, had the command of the 
pandours, and this man, who was the ſon of a butch- 
er, and who had none of the principles of a ſoldier, 
appropriated to himſelf all the fame that Trenck had 
acquired by the valour of warriors he himſelf had 
formed, | | 5 

Mentzel attained the reputation of an excellent par- 
tiſan, but it was well known to the army he never 
was the equal ef Trenck, nor will ſo be called in 
hiſtory, Trenck now increaſed the numbef of his 
Croats to four thouſand, from whom, in 1749, a reg- 
iment of Hungarian regulars was formed, but that 

ſtill retained the name of Pandours. It was a regi- 
ment of infantry. ; e 
Trenck alſo had ſix hundred huſſars, and one hun- 

. d4red and fifty chaſſeurs, whom he raiſed and equip- 
ped at his own expenſe, Yet, when this corps was 
reduced, all was fold for the profit of the imperial 

| treaſury, or in ſome manner embezzled, without ever 
bringing a ſhilling to account. * | 

With a corps fo numerous, he was capable of un- 

dertaking great enterprizes. The enemy fled where- 
ever he Ye named. He continually led the van, 

Taiſed contributions which amounted to ſeveral mil- 

lions, carried various places by aſſault, delivered in- 
to the hands of his Empreſs, during the.ſpace of fivey.. - * 
years, ſeven thouſand priſoners, French and Bavarian, 
and more than three thouſand Pruſſians, having flaughe. + | 
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tered at leaſt as many, which no other partiſan can 1 1 
ba, 8 > © ls 
A circumſtance moſt remarkable is, he never Was 


defeated. His projects were all ſucceſsful, he there- 
fore gained eſteem and confidence among his troops, 
ard will eternally remain in the page of Hiſtory the 

| H h . r ſt 
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krſt man who rendered the rude and ſavage Croats ef. 
ficient ſoldiers. = 33 5 
| This it was impoſſible to perform among a ſtupid 
and blood-thirfty people, without being guilty him- 
ſelf of extravagant and cruel acts. The neceſſity of 
the exceſſes he committed, at a time when the ar- 
my was every where in want of forage, was ſo evi- 
dent, that he received the unlimited permiſſion of 
Prince Charles, though for this he was afterward 
proſecuted ; while, on the contrary, the plunders of 
Barenklau, Mentzel, and the whole army, were nev- 
er once queſtioned. 55 .: 
That Trenck advanced more than a hundred thouſand 
florins to his regiment, I clearly proved in the year 
3750, This proof alſo came too late. He was dead, 
The evidence I brought, however, occaſioned the 
quarter-maſter Frederici to be eight months impriſon- 
ed. He confeſſed the embezzlement of this money, 
yet he found ſo many friends among the enemies of 
Trenck, that he refunded nothing, but was releaſed 
in the year 1754, when 1 was thrown into the dungeon 
of Magdeburg. tra bog vÜ[ʃVmm 8 «OS 
Il was not eye witneſs, therefore cannot recapitu- 
Jate all the ſervices my couſin rendered the houſe of 
Auſtria, The greater part of what he himſelf told me 
has eſcaped ny memory. Many of his acts, howev- 
er, are well known'to hiſtory, and would indeed 
have been unceaſingly extolled in the annals of Maria 
Thereſa, had not he been thus perſecuted, 
Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing than that this ſame 
man, who had poſſeſſed ſo many opportunities of a- 
maſſing exorbitant wealth, in Bavaria, Sileſia, and Al- 
ſlatia, and who lived like a mifer, that ſo he might 
- amalſs, did not at his death leave the half of the prop- 
erty he had inherited from his father, and which le- 
gally deſcended to me, although it was torn from me 
Violence. 5 5 
In 1744 he obliged the French to retire beyond the 
Rhine, ſeized on a fort near Phillipſburg. ſwam acroſs 
the river with ſeventy pandours, attacked the fortih- 
Bn ot e | © Cafions, 
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cations, flew the Marquis de Crevecœur with his own 
hand, a death he merited by his negligence, manned 


the poſt, afterward traverſed the other arm of the 


Rhine, ſurpriſed two Bavarian regiments of calvary in 
their camp, and, by this daring manœuvre, ſecured the 
paſſage of the Rhine to the whole army, which, but for 
him, would not have been effected. . | 

His valour then ſpread terror and fear throughout 
Alſatia. Wherever he came, he laid the country un- 
der contribution, and, at this moment of triumph for 
the Auſtrian arms, opened himſelf a paſſage on what 
ſide he pleaſed, to enter the territories of France, 

In September 1774, war having once more broken 
out between Auſtria and Pruſſia, the imperialugltty 
was obliged precipitately to return, abandon Alartia, 
and haſten to the ſuccour of the Auſtrian ſtates, 
Trenck, who had ſo happily opened the pallage of the 
Rhine for the army, as glorioufly 1 in cover- 
ing iin rettet. 3 

The hiſtoty of Maria Thereſa declares what were 
the damages he did the enemy, during the campaign 
of this memorable year, I igave very ſignal proofs 


of his capacity and zeal at Tabor and Budweis. With 


three hundred men only, he had the holdneſs to attack 
one of thoſe towns, which was defended by the two 
Pruiſian regiments of Walrabe and Kreutz. An en- 
tcrprize like this, againft Pruſſian ſoldiers, ſuthciently 
ſpeaks the ? 8 

He found, however, that the water in the, moats of 


the town, was deeper than his fpies had declared it 


to be, and the ſcaling ladders too ſhort : Moſt of thoſe 
led to the attack were drowned or killed in the water, 
and the ſmall number that eroſſed the moats were 


made priſoners, The garriſons of Tabor, of Budweis, 
and that of the caſtle of Frauenberg, were nevertheleſs, 
induced to capitulate, and yield themfelves priſoners 
ok war, although the main body under Trenck was 


ſtill more than five miles diſtant; + e 
His corps did not come up till the morrow, and it 
was: ridiculous enough to ſee the pandours dreſſed in 
Be 4 the 
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the caps of the Pruſſian fuſileers and pioneers, which 
they wore inſtead of their own, and which they after- 
ward continued to wear, | | 
| Unprejudiced perfons wilt determine whether theſe 
N were real ſervices rendered to his Empreſs, "I 
The campaigu to him was uninterruptedly glorious, 
and the enemy's want of light troops gave free ſcope 
to his enterprizes, highly to their prejudice. His 
3 activity was inceſſant, and he never returned without 
| priſoners, He paſſed the Elbe near Pardubitz, took 
the magazines, and was himſelf the cauſe of the great 
| dearth and unheard-of deſertion, among the Pruſſians, 
| and of that haſty retreat, to which they were ſorced. 
| The King was at Colin with his head quarters, 
| Where I myſelf was with him, when Trenck attacked 
the town, which, I preſume, he muſt have carried, had 
ke not on the firſt aſſault, been wounded by a cannon 
ball, which ſhattered his right foot. He was there- 
fore taken away, and the attack did not ſuececd. His 
wour.d was very dangerous, The Empreſs-Queen 
thought proper to ſend him a ſurgeon from Vienna, 
The ſoot was obliged tc rg all laid open; he loſt the 
| ancle Bone, and even a part of the tibia, and remained 
, four months confined to his bed, like a furious mad- 
man at being ſo long unable to aſſault the enemy, 
While his men, without him, remained but fo many 
cyphers. „% 85 PS 
In 1745 he went. to Vienna, where his entrance 
into the city reſembled a triumph. Every body ran 
to ſee, and wonder at the Pandour Trenck, and this 
univerſal applauſe did but the more mcreafe the envy 
of his enemies. 'The Empreſs-Queen received him 
with the moſt honourable diſtinttion, He appeared 
in her preſence with crutches ; ſhe obliged him to be 
ſeated, and by her condeſcending ſpeech, inflamed his 
zeal ęven to extravagance, o 
Who would, in this moment, have ſuppofed that 
the favourite of the people, the moſt yal and ardent 
of the ſoldiers of her Majeſty, ſnould, that very ſame 
year, be enchained at Vienna; and that he there 
| ſhould 
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ſhould vent his groans, abandoned to the unlimited 
power of his enemies; who collectively, had not ren- 
dered, during their whole lives ſo much eſſential ſer- 
vice to the ſtate, as Trenck had done in a ſiggle day ? 
Thus does deftiny ſport with the lives and. fortunes 
of men !. 


Intoxicated as he was with joy, he returned to his 


eſtate, and raiſed eight hundred new recruits, that he 


might, in the following campaign, gather new laurels... 


| He rejoined the army, obtained whatever he aſked at 
court, and was continually aftive during. the whole 
ſummer, in the executing of inceſſant and laborious 
project... -._:-. C ry HF 
At the battle of Sorau, which was fought in Septem- 
ber, he fell upon the Pruſſian camp, and as I have: 
before related, ſeized on the tent of the King, and his. 
ſervice of plate; but he came an hour too late to at- 
tack the rear, as had been preconcerted, The politic 


Frederic willingly gave up his camp to be plundered,. 
for the rude Croats, engaged in this buſineſs, could 
not eaſily be drawn off o attack the army, and the 
King was prepared to receive them, even if they 


mould. In the mean time, the imperial army was 
defeated. _ Ls es 3 SFOET ! PERDERTS 
Here was an open field for the enemies of Trenck. 
to incite the people againſt him, and render him ſuſ- 


pected by the court. They publickly accuſed him of 
LOS made the King of Pruſſia a priſoner in his tent, 


and. of afterward reſtoring him to liberty; that he allo 
remained pillaging the camp, inſtead. of attacking the 


rear of the army, and: that he alone thus occaſioned: 
the loſs of the battle. His friends informed him of 
what was: going forward, and that the ſtorm. was 


1 3 
After having gloriouſly, ended the campaign, he re- 
turned to Vienna to defend himſelf. Here he found, 


already aſſembled, three and twenty of his. officers,. 
whom he had caſhiered, and . his regiment: ;; 


moſt of them either for cowardice or mean ations. 


1 *** f 1h. 2 


Perhaps, among them, there might be three or fou 
eee een mee EASTON: 
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who had juſt cauſe of complaint; but theſe were 
poor, and without protection. There were, how- 
ever, wicked men enough to be found, who ſuffered 
themſelves to be ſeduced by the enemies of Trenck, 
to bear falſe teſtimony. The military counſellor 
Weber, and General Loewen walde, had fworn his 
downfall, which they effected. Their principal 
view was the ſequeſtration of his property, that they 
might ſecurely fiſh in troubled waters. 
Trenck, who was innocent of any ſtate crime, de- 
ſpiſed their attacks. While things remained thus, 
they poſted one of the Emprefs's . attendants, 
with inſtructions to profit, by every favourable oppor- 
tunity to deprive him of her confidence. Than this, 
nothing could be more eaſy. It was preſently affirmed, 
Trenck is an atheiſt ! A libertine ! Who never tells 
his beads | Who never prays to the holy virgin! Who 
never buys indulgencies | _ EO VT 


PF _ 


His debauched life was the next topic! his barbari- 
ties committed in the enemy's country; the unbridted 
_ excels of his pandours ; his robberies in the churches 
of Bavaria; his plunderings, and the vaſt riches he 
had accumulated ; all which had been performed with 
an evident intention of becoming a dangerous rebel 
m_.Sclavoma$;-: DE IS 
The officers, whom he had broken, whiſpered it, 
in tap-rooms and coffee-houfes, that Trenck had taken 
and ſet free the King of Pruſſia. This was fufficient 
to raiſe the cry among the ſilly and fanatic mob of 
Vienna. Teazed by their complaints, and at the re- 
quiſition of Trenck. himſelf, the Empreſs- Queen 
commande.l that a legal examination ſhould be under- 
taken of theſe accuſations, Field-marſhal Cordova, 
a man of merit and probity, was choſen io preſide 
over this committee of inquiry. He acquitted him- 
ſelf with impartiality, ſpoke the truth, and drew up 
a ſtate of the caſe, which he preſented to the court, 
and which 1 ſhall here cite, „ 
« The complaints brought againſt him were all of 
„ a natuxe not to require a court-martial, ek 
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% had occaſionally, behaved improperly to ſome offi- 
* cers, whom he had broken by his own proper au- 
te thority ; therefore their demands ought to be ſatis- 
te fed, by the payment of twelve thoufand florins. 
% The remaining accufations were all the vile at- 
* tempts of revenge and calumny, and were totally 
e inſufficient to detain, at Vienna, entangled in law- 


& ſuits, a man ſo neceffary to the army. Moreover, 


6 1t would be prudent not to inquire too minutely in- 

« to trifles, in conſideration of his important ſervi- 

* . 9 | 
Trenck, diffatisfied by this ſentenee, and animated 


by avarice and pride, refuſed to pay a ſingle florin, 


took poft, and retired to his eſtates in Sclavonia. 
His preſence was neceſſary at Vienna, to obtain 
other advantages againſt his enemies, whom he de- 


ſpiſed too much, and whom he already fuppoſed con- 


quered. They, on the contrary, profiting by ever 
occaſion, gave the Empreſs-Queen to underſtand, 
through a third perſon, that, being a man exceſhvely 
dangerous, whenever he fuppoſed himſelf injured, 
Trenck had perhaps, very pernicious views in Sclavo- 
nia, where all were dependent on his power. | 
Yet what did my couſin on his eſtates ? He raiſed 
fix hundred more men, with whom he made à glori- 
ous campaign in the Netherlands, and, in October, 
1746, returned to Vienna. It is well known, that 
aſter the peace of Dreſden, his regiment was incorpo- 
rated among the regulars, and ferved againſt France. 
Scarcely had he arrived at Vienna, beſore an ex- 
preſs order came from the Empreſs- Queen, that he 
muſt remain under arreſt in his chamber. | 


\ 


Here he rendered himſelf guilty by the moſt impru- | 
dent action of his whole life, which every man in his 
ſenſes muſt diſapprove, but yet which marks the in- 


traftability of his charakter, though i afforded new 


arms to his enemi 5 


He ordered his hoſt ſumptuous carriage and beſt 


| horſes, left his chamber by his own private authority, 
and, deſpiſing the imperial mandate, went publicly to 
the Theatre, where the Empreſs-Queen was preſent. 
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In one of the boxes he ſaw Count Goſſau, in com- 
pany with a quondam comrade of his own, whom he 
had caſhiered : Theſe honourable perſons were among 
the foremoſt of his accuſers. Enflamed with anger 
and the deſire of revenge, he entered the box like a 
madman, ſeized Count Goſſau, and would have thrown 
him into the pit, in the preſence of the ſovereign her- 
ſelf, Goſſau drew his ſword, and endeavoured to 
run him through, but the latter ſeized it, wounding 
himſelf in the hand, Every body ran to ſave Goſſau, 
who was unable to defend himſelf againſt ſo ſavage a 

iant, After this exploit, the grim colonel of pan- 
ours returned foaming home. 1 „ 

Such an action rendered it impoſſible for Maria 
Thereſa to declare herſelf the protectreſs of a man ſo 
raſh, Centinels therefore were placed over him, 
and his enemies ſo well. profited by his imprudence 
and paſſion that, in a few days, he was ordered. to be 
tried by a court-martial, _ „ OCW 

General Loewenwalde intrigued ſo fucceſsfully that. 
he procured himſelf to be named, by the Hofkriegſ- 
rath, preſident of the court-martial, and of the com- 
mittee of inquiry, and to be charged with the ſequeſ- 
tration of the property of Trenck. In vain did the 
latter proteſt againſt his judge. The very man, whom 
the year before, he had kicked out of the anti-cham- 
ber of Prince Charles, received full powers to de- 
nounce him guilty, | 
Ihen was it that, as I have before ſaid, public na- 
tice was given that all thoſe who would come and. 
prefer complaints, or. bear witneſs againſt Colonel 
Baron Trenck, ſhould receive a ducat per day, while 
the council continued to ſit. How quickly com- 
plainants would 1ncreaſe may. calily be imagined. 
They ſoon amounted to. fifty-four, the major. part of 
whom had merited the pillory, and who, in the ſpace 
of four months, received fifteen thouſand florins, de- 

ducted from the property of Trenc xk. 
Ihe judge himſelf purchaſed the depoſitions of falſe - 
witneſſes; and I hers declare, upon my honour, that. 
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Count Loewenwalde offered me a thouſand ducats, if L 
would betray the ſecrets of my coufin ; and that he 


farther promiſed me I ſhould very ſoon be put in poſ- 


ſeſhon of my confiſcated eftates in Pruſſia, and have a 
company in a regiment, TT | 
A proſecution, managed by ſuch judges, ſupported 
by ſuch witneſſes, muſt of neceſſity be for the righ- 
teous purpofe of obtaining juſtice ! Cs 
I am convinced, and the acts of the reviſion of the 
roceſs of Trenck will prove, that more than forty 
manifeſtly falſe oaths were, on this oecafion, ſworn. 
Trenck was accuſed, on the tenth fitting, that the 
battle of Sorau had been loſt through his negligence, 


This accuſation he proved to be falſe, by a written 


teſtimony under the hand of Prince Charles himſelf, 


who declared that the officer of artillery, ſent with 


the order for Trenck to march to the attack, had loſt 
himſelf, and that he did not arrive till a few moments 


before the battle began, This proof ſo highly irritated 
Count Loewenwalde, that he broke out into injurious 


expreſſions againſt Prince Charles. Trenck, who lov- 
ed and honoured his benefactor, became ſo furious that 
he inſtantly ſeized the preſident by the throat, toſſed 
him up 2s a tiger 1 a cat, carried im to the win; 
dow, which he opened, and wou ta 
daſnhed him headlong from the fourth HMbry, 
the perſons 1 flew to his aid. 
The guar | 
ducted to the military houſe of correction, and chain- 
ed hand and foot, as a malefator ; chained by that ve- 
ry foot, which, ſo ſhort a time before, had been ſhat- 
tered in the ſervice of his ſovereign, and which was 


not then entirely cured. His behaviour was unfaith- 


fully related at court; this ſentence of impriſonment 
was confirmed, and, from that time, Trenck was 0- 


bliged to appear fettered, like a criminal, before his 


enemies, to anſwer falſe accuſations, 3 
That the indictment, and the examinations of the 
witneſſes, were falſified, has already been legally prov- 
ed in the revition of the cauſe; but as the — 
ds 4 | ; Y 
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entered, Trenck was immediately con- 
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did not contain one ſingle article that could affect his 
life, they invented the following ſtratagem, as 1 here 
pledge my honour to prove. . 
A public courtezan, the miſtreſs of Baron Rippen- 
da, who was a member of the court-martial, was brib- 
ed, and made oath ſhe was the daughter of Count 
Schwerin, field-marſhal in the Pruſhan ſervice, and 
that ſhe was in bed with the King of Pruſſia, when” 
Trenck ſurpriſed the camp, at Sorau, made her and 
the King priſoners, and reſtored them their freedom. 
She even ventured to name Baron Hylaire, aid-de- 
camp to Frederic, who ſhe affirme e 
Hilaire, who afterward married t neſs Tillier, 
and who conſequently was brother-in-lawats- Trenck, 
fortunately happened to be in Vienna. He was con- 


fronted with this woman, and her falſchood became 
evident, That worthy gentleman was, nevertheleſs, 
obliged to remain in priſon, where they ſecretly of- 
fered him bribes, which he refuſed to accept; and, as 
it was neceſſary to prevent his ſpeaking, he continued 
in priſon ſome weeks, and was not releaſed till, by a 
reviſion of the ſuit, this ſhameful proceeding was made 

ublic, 7 GT TRA 
F anding my having related the adventure 
la in the hiſtory of my own life, yet I 
ſhall be pardoned the repetition in this brief life of 
Francis Baron Trenck, to which it properly belongs: 
It is neceſſary, The greater part of the nobility of Vi- 
enna continue in the erroneous belief that Trenck was 
juſtly condemned, for offences againſt the Nate, to the 
1 and that his eſtates were legally confiſcat- 
ed, As this is abfolutely falſe, and is no where on rec- 
ord, I am obliged here to be ſomewhat more diffuſe, 
and to repeat circutnſtances that have been told before. 
Ihe ſtupid people, nevertheleſs, continued to ex - 
claim that Trenck was a traiter to his country ; and I 
myſelf, although he has been dead theſe forty years, 
have been obliged to hear this diſhonourable re- 
Preach repeated various times in companies, in Vien- 


Count 
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Count Loewenwalde invented another infernal ar- 


tifice ; he drew up a falſe indictment, having taken 


care to give orders that none of Trenck's friends 
ſhould have admiſſion to him; and, that he might be 
revented all means of juſtification, or of diſcoverin 
the deceit, he choſe a day to put it in practice, when 
the Emperor and Prince Charles were gone to hunt at 
Holitzſch. Loewenwalde's court-marſhal had already 
ſigned a ſentence of death, and every preparation for 
the immediate erecting of a ſcaffold was made. His 


intention was then to go to the Empreſs- Queen, and 


induce her to ſign the ſentence, under a pretence that 
there was ſome imminent peril at hand, if a man ſo 
dangerous to the ſtate was not immediately put out of 
the way, and that it would be neceſſary to execute the 
ſentence of death during night, before the Emperor 
could return. He well knew the Emperor was better 
8 ge with Trenck, and had ever been his pro- 
tector, | 1 


Had this diabolical plan ſucceeded, Trenck would 
have died like a traitor ; the moſt noble Miſs Schwe- 


rin would have Wpouſed the aid-du-camp of Count 
Loewenwalde, with a portion of fifty as ne florins, 
taken from the funds of Trenck, and his property 


would undoubtedly have been divided between his 


judges and his accuſers. 


of Count Loewenwalde, who, on fome occaſions, 


was an honeſt man, and who had an intimacy with a 
former miſtreſs of Trenck, confided the whole ſecret 
to her, She immediately flew to Colonel Baron Lo- 


preſti, who was the ſincere friend of my kinſman, 


and, being then rich and powerful at court, was, on 
that occaſion, his deliverer. The Emperor and 
Prince Charles were informed of what was in agita- 


tion, but they thought, proper to keep the ſecret. 


The hunting at Holitzſch took place on the appoint- 

ed day. Count Loewenwalde made his appearance 
before the Empreſs-Queen, and ſolicited her to ſign 
khe ſentence, She, however, had been nene 
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the Emperor unexpectedly returned on the Tame day, 
and their abominable project proved abortive, The 
fraud was clearly demonſtrated to Maria Thereſa; 
the ſelf-calted Miſs Schwerin was impriſoned ; Loe- 
wenwalde was deprivea of his power, as well as of 
the ſequeſtration of the effects of Trenck ; a total re- 
viſion of the proceedings of the court-martial, and of 
the proſecution of my coulin, was ordered, which 
was an event that, till then, was unexampled at Vi- 
enna. „ 

His affairs, after this took another turn; Trenck 
was freed from his fetters, and was removed to the 
arſenal, where he was allowed four chambers, an of- 
ficer to guard him, and every convenience he could 
wiſh, He was alſo permitted the uſe of a counſel- 
lor, and to defend his cauſe. I obtained, myſelf, by 
the influence of the Emperor, leave to viſit him at all 
times, and to aid him in all things. | = 
It was at this epocha that I, having recently eſcaped 
from the priſon of Glatz, arrived at Vienna. and, at 
this very inſtant, when the reviſion of the proſecution 
was commanded and determined on, Count Loewen- 
walde, ſuppoling me a needy, thoughtleſs youth, en- 
deavoured to bribe me, and prevail on me to betray my 
kinſman. . „ 

Prince Charles of Lorrain then deſired me ſeriou ſly 
to repreſent to Trenck that his avarice had been tlie 
_ cauſe of all theſe troubles, he having refuſed to pay 
the paltry ſum of twelve thouſand florins, by which 
he might eaſily have filenced all his accuſers ; but 
that, at preſent, affairs had become fo very ſerious, he 
ought himſelf to ſecure his judges for the reviſion of 

the ſuit ; to ſpare no money, and then he might be 
_ certain of every protection the prince could afford. 

The : eſpectable Field Marſhal Konigſeck, governor 
of Vienna, was appointed preſident ; but being an 
old man, almoſt ſuperannuated, and tormented by the 
gout, he was unable to preſide at any one ſitting of the 
court. (Count S - was the vice-preſident, a ſub- 
tlc, inſatiable judge, wha never thought he had money 
e | 2 | enough. 
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enough. I myſelf took three thouſand ducats, which 
Baron Lopreſti gave me, agreeably to the deſire of 
Trenck, to this moſt worthy counſellor. 

The two counſellors, Komerkanſquy and Zetto, 
each received four thouſand rix-dollars, in advance, 
with a PROM of double the ſum were Trenck acquit- 


ted; and his accuſers baniſhed Auftria, 85 
The other members appointed for this reviſion were 
of ſmall importance; they were merely the echoes of 
whatever the three firſt pronounced. 


In conſequence, there was a formal contract drawn 


up, which a certain noble lord ſecretly ſigned, 


The reader will well {ſuppoſe that the affairs of 


Trenck began to wear a much more favourable aſpe&, 
He was defended, on the criminal part of the proſecu- 
tion, by the advocate Gerhauſer, and on the civil, by 
Berger. | . g 
They began with the ſelf- appointed daughter of 


Marſhal Schwerin; and to conceal the iniquitous 


proceedings of the late court-martial, it was thought 


proper that ſhe ſhould act inſanity, and return incoher- 


ent anſwers to the queſtions put by the examiner. 
Trenck inſiſted that a more ſevere inquiry ſhould be 
inſtituted ; and they affirmed that ſhe had been con- 
dutted out of the Auſtrian territories. $5 

Six years after this event, I met with her at Brunn, 

when Trenck was dead. She had married a menial 
| perſon, and owned ſhe had been induced to play this 
part by the valet de chambre of count Loewenwalde, 


from whom ſhe received a bribe of five hundred florins. 
My intention was, on my return to Brunn, to oblige 
her to make legal oath of this; but her huſband had 


been guilty of a theft, and they had both abſconded. 

I am now grieved at my own negligence : I might 
have vindicated the honour of Trenck, and have con- 
vinced the Empreſs of the truth. However, Loewen- 


walde was dead, and therefore it was of the eſs con- 


ſequence. It is a fact, well worthy remark, that nei- 
tner in the records of the court-martial, nor in thoſe 


of this revifion of the cauſe, is there one word to be 


found concerning the noble lady, Miſs Schwerin. 
—— "TY n 
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Naſcality and wickedneſs, ſo manifeſt in a judge, 
ought to have been proclaimed aloud by the herald at 
arms, and publiſhed in all the gazettes of Vienna; 


and the ſelf- created miſtreſs of the great Frederic, 


chained to her ſuborner, ought to have been exhibit- 
ed on a public ſcaffold. Her pretended inſanity was 


no juſtification of the court-martial, Trenck requir- 


ed ſhe ſhould be produced before the court of reviſion, 


Oh ſhame upon that Chriſtian monarchy, where 


men, Who have rendered ſervices ſo great to their 


country, as thoſe my kinſman had rendered, are lia- 
ble to treatment like this ! What are the means an up- 
right man muſt purſue, in ſuch ſtates, to obtain juſtice? 
1 ſhall now inſert another of the articles of this 
criminal proceſs, 8 5 
Trenck was accuſed that he had ordered a certain 
pandour, named Paul Diack, to ſuffer the baſtinado 
of a thouſand blows, and that he had died under the 
uniſhment, This was ſworn to by two officers, then 
his accuſers, now great men in the army, who, in their 


_ depoſitions, ſaid they were eye-witneſles of the fact. 


Although many men in the regulars have died un- 
der theſe kind of military puniſhments, and no accuſa- 
tion was ever brought againſt the inflicters, I will 
yet relate what was, in this inſtance, the truth, | 
When the reviſion of the ſuit began, Trenck ſent 
me into Sclavenia, where I found the dead Paul Di- 
ack alive and merry, and brought him to Vienna.— 
He was examined by the court, where it appeared 


that the two officers, who had ſworn they were preſ- 


ent when he expired, and had ſeen him buried, were, 


at that time, a hundred and ſixty miles from the regi- 


ment, and recruiting in Selavonia, Paul Diack had 


been engaged in plots, and had mutinied three times. 


Trenck had pardoned him, as he was an extremely uſe- 
ful ſoldier, one of the banditti ; but, afterward mu- 


tinying once more with forty others, he was con- 


demned to death. At the place of execution he cal- 
led to his colonel, © Father, if I receive a thouſand 
is ALS _ © blows, 


um 
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& blows, will you pardon me ?*'—Trenck reptied in 
the affirmative, He received the puniſhment, was 
taken to the Hoſpital, cured ; and, on this occaſion, 


proved the perjury of the accuſers of Trenck. 
I brought with me fourteen more witneſſes from 
Sclavonia, who atteſted the falſity of other articles 


of accuſation, which in themſelves were little worthy 


of attention. The cauſe wore a new aſpect; it wes 
impoſſible to fubſtantiate any one 'of the criminal 
charges, and the wickedneſs of thoſe, who were ſs 
deſirous to have ſeen him executed, became apparent. 

They alſo accuſed him of having robbed and mur- 


dered a dealer in ſecond-hand trinkets and laces, in 


Vienna, who was found ſtrangled ; and, ſoon after- 
ward, the man who had committed the crime Was 
diſcovered, and broken upon the wheel, 
Such was the treatment of a man who had endured 
all hardſhips, ſuffered all pains, had watched day 
and night, bes in the field winter and ſummer, and, 
with unſhaken zeal, and incredible labour, had ſup- 
ported, fought ſor, bled for, the houſe of Auſtria. 

I appeal to all the noble nation of Hungary ; I 


appeal to the whole world, whether the pandours 
of Trenck behaved, in the wars in which they were 


engaged, like that paltry corps which they have been 
repreſented to be at Vienna. Since the time that they 
have been on the eſtabliſhment of the regulars of the 


Hungarian infantry, it is certain that, in thirty years, 


they have not deſtroyed ſo many enemies, taken ſo 
many towns, levied ſo many contributions, or made 
fo many priſoners as they did, when commanded by 


Trenck, in one year, Paſt ſervices are ever forgot- 
ten, and, as to future, they are ever uncertain, The 
tactics of Trenck were very different from thoſe of the 


preſent day. Some one of our modern holiday gene- 


rals will ſay, when they are ſtorming imaginary trench- 
es at a reviews What was Trenck ? He was but a 
% pandour ! His regiment could not be capable of 


any eſſential ſervice, except it had been taught our 
e preſent tactics.“ So let them ſay ; for my part I 
| | an 


j 
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am perſuaded Trenck was much wanted during the 


ſeven years war, and certainly the pandours were 


much leſs fpoken of than when the man who formed 
them, wielded at their head his patriotic ſabre, for the 


glory of the houſe of Auftria, and maneeuvred on the 


field of battle, according to his practieal taftics, 
May every inſulted country find many Trencks as 


defenders Þ Certain it is that the tottering throne of 


Maria-Thereſa was moſt ably fupported by the preſ- 
ent deſpiſed pandours, | 

One of the moſt capital articles in the profecution,, 
and which forever deprived him of favour or commiſ- 
eration from his virtuous and apoſtolic miſtreſs, and 


for which alone he was condemned to the Spielberg, 


was that he had raviſhed the daughter of a miller in 


Sileſia, 'This was made oath of, and he was not en- 
tirely cleared of the charge in the revifien, beeatiſe his 


accuſers had excluded all means of juſtification, Two 
years, however, after his death, I likewiſe diſcovered 
the truth of this affair. The author of this wicked 
artifice was Major Manſtein, one of our firſt couſins, 


on whom he had heaped favours, whom he had re- 


Lieved from the deepeſt diſtreſs, and raiſed to the rank 
of major in his regiment, when he had only been four 
years in the ſervice, This Manſtein was vile enough 
to accule him of ſuch a crime, that he might prevent 
his return tothe regiment ; his motive was, becauſe that 


he, in conjunction with the quarter=nafter, Frederici, 
had appropriated, to their own purpoſes, eighty- four 


thouſand florins of the regimental monex. 
No ſooner ſhould Trenck be dead than he might be 


accuſed of this embezalement. Yet it is certain that 


this miller's virgin was the miſtreſs of Manſtein, be- 
fore ſhethad. ever been ſeen by Trenck. The virtuous 
Thereſa, hewever, would never forgive him; and, in 
order to ſatisfy the honour of this diftreſled damſel, 


he was condemned to pay eight thouſand florins to 


her, and fifteen thouſand to the cheſt of the invalids, 
And moreoyer, to, perpetual impriſonment. 
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Sixty and three civil ſuits had I to defend, and all 
the appeals of his accuſers to terminate, after his death. 
I gained them all, and his worthy accuſers were con- 
demned in coſt, as well as to refund the ſo much per 
day, which had been paid them by General Loe wen- 
walde, but they were all poor, and I might ſeek the 
money Where I could. In juſtice, Loewenwalde 
ought to have reimburfed me. The total of the ſum 
they received amount to about fifteen thouſand florins, 
to me for ever loſt. ets ore 
Never had it before been heard of, that any judge 
decreed payment to a plaintiff, before it was allowed | 
by court that his demand was legal. So it was, how- qi 
ever, in the Trenck cauſe ; nor was any judge puniſh» | 
ed, any retribution made, after the illegality of the 
act had been demonſtrated, | ö | | 
What reader but muſt ſhudder at ſuch practices??? qd | 
What muſt be his thoughts concerning the adminiſ- | 
tration of juſtice at Vienna? I ſhould forever have | 
concealed this ſhameful ſtory, had not the honour of '. | 
my deceaſed kinſman, required the world ſhould be 9 
informed of the treatment we mutually received.— | 
It is now forty years ſince this happened, and no re- 
muneration has been made; bit ſhould any one read 
this, Who has acceſs to the reigning Emperor, it may 
be 1 poſſi he will do my children juſtice. The po- f 
feſlors of the Frenck eſtates may, perhaps, be no lon- | 
ger authoriſed to enjoy what they cannot be juſtified 
in keeping, by the laws of Hungary. Fs 
| Moſt of the other criminal articles of accuſation = | 
conſiſted in Frenck's having beheaded ſome mutinous 
pandours, and broken his officers without a court- 
martial; that he had bought of his ſoldiers, and melt- | 
ed down the holy veſſels of the church, chalices and 


_ rofaries.; had baſtinadoed ſome prieſts ;. had. not heard 
_ maſs every Sunday, and had: violently dragged male- 

factors from certain convents, in which. they had tak- 

en refuge, Ps SE dd Ree 

A partiſan commander, of an: undiſeiplined corps, 
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and the officers, whom he had caned when they re. 


treated to the rear, and. ſkulked from the fire of the 
enemy, were ſoon all filent when. the witneſſes of 
Trenck were allowed: to appear before the court, — 


When they were no longer protefted, either by Loe- 


wenwalde, or Weber, they decamped without beat of 
drum. They nevertheleſs did not ceaſe to labour, 


under the auſpices of one more powerful than them 


ſelves, to purſue their purpoſe, which they attained. 
by the aid of the court confeſſor. This holy monk 


found means to render the holy Maria Thereſa infen- 


able of pity, toward a man who had been ſo prodigal 
of his blood in her defence, . „ 

Trenck was guilty of another capital error. Elated 
at the expectation of certain victory, and aſſured by 
his friends among the judges, of being acquitted about 


Eaſter, 1748, he cauſed the hiſtory of his life to be 


printed at Franckfort, in which he not only expoſed. 
his former judges, but, by certain phraſes, gave thoſe. 
who were his partifans in the court of reviſion, reaſon. 
to ſuſpect they alſo ſhould be betrayed, when they 
were no longer uſeful. Gerhauer, his advocate, had 
in ſuch caſe, every thing to fear, he having been made 
the inſtrument of bribing the members. Gerhauer 
required the payment of two thouſand dacats before: 


che inftrument of acquutal ſhould. be executed; and. 
| the avericious Trenck, who ſuppoſed himſelf ſecure, 


offered him only one hundred, Judgment. was, in: 


conſequence, delayed. Loewenwalde knew well to 
profit by the opportunity. Gerhauer diſcovered the 


whele ſecret proceedings; and Loewenwalde, deeply 


intereſted in the ruin. of Frenck, went to the Em- 
preſs, related the manner in which the judges hack 


deen bribed, and threatened that, ſhould he, through 
the protection of the Emperor and Prince Charles, be. 
declared innocent, he would then publickly vindicate 
the honour of the late court-martial. On this occa- 
fon he attempted to bribe mie, to diſcover what the 
articulars of the contra@ were between Trenck and. 
| bis judges ; I deſpiſed him; however, too much, Ts. 
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J knew that in concert with the lieutenant of the pol- 


ice, Mannagetta, he had planned my impriſonment on. 
my firſt arrival at Vienna, pretending that, Trenck 
having taken the 5 of Pruſſia priſoner, Frederic 
had ſent me to his aſſiſtance, and I was privately to 
have been kept in confinement till ſentence had been 


paſſed on my kinſman. This was diſcovered by the 


Baron Lopreſti, fuſt when the artifice of Miſs Schwerin 


was tn agitation, and when the whole plan was. ren- 


dered abortive by the Emperor. | 

When I had forſaken my dangerous relation, as 1 
have ſaid in the firſt volume, and when, fearing his 
ingratitude, other of }:is friends alſo had deferted him, 
among whom was Prince Charles himſelf, the noble 
company of his accuſers had then an open field; his 
advocate durſt ſpeak no more; the reviſion of his 


cauſe was interrupted, and an arret was iffued on the 


20th of Auguſt, that he ſhould be 5 confin- 
ed, as a ſtate priſoner, in the Spielberg. His proper- 


ty, however, remained in fequeſtration, nor was he 


deprived of it, but gave orders, and examined the ac- 
counts of his collectors, to the day of his death, 
Thus he fell the victim of a covetous and evil heart, 
His reviſion judges had ftript him of more than fifty 
thouſand rix-dollars, and at laſt, fearing detection 
from him, abandoned him, to ſecure themſelves. 
Such are the principal circumſtances of the proſe- 


cution of Trenck, which once was ſo much the ſub- 


ject of converſation in Vienna. Many trembled, ma- 
ny profited, I have this way had ſorrowful cauſe te 
know what judges are. His wretched avarice deterred 
him from making {ome trifling ſacrifices, thereby ta 
ſecure the remainder of his fortune, recover his liber- 
ty, and attain to the higheſt honours, 


He wiſhed to have elcaped from the Spielberg, ö 


but this he could not accompliſh. Had he followed 
my plan of flight, which I propoſed, when he was 


_ confined in the arſenal of Vienna, he would ſcarcely 


bave died in priſon, nor ſhould 1 have lain ſcttered 
mn the dungeon of M agdeburg, | | | 
Far 
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Far from inheriting any of the wealth he had amaf- 
ſed during the war, he did not leave me the half of 
khat property which fully reverted to me by right, as 
his father's heir, and which ought to have remained 


inviolate, although even the ſon ſhould have render- 


ed himſelf guilty of a crime againſt the Rate; of no 
fuch crime, however, was he guilty, 

This hiſtory of my life, printed as well at Vienna, 
as at Berlin, with the bs} ER and privilege, will 
remain with my children, in juſtification of the hon- 


our of our name, and as a baſis on which, ſoon or late, 


they wy eſtabliſh their rights in Hungary, when 
times an 

ble. Preſcription there cannot have place, for not 

the laws, but power illegally exerted, has paſted fen- 

| tence, Whenever the ſovereign will permit them to 

make legal proof, then will they reimburſe the unlaw- 
ful purchaſers the original ſum paid by them. The 


court will be no lofer, and the preſent poſſeſſors will 


have enjoyed the revenues of forty years, which a- 


mount to ſome millions of florins. Yes, then will my 


children become the rightful lords of Pleternitz, Pret- 
towack, Nuitar, Pakratz, and Velika, with more than 
one hundred and thirty villages. Trenck inherited 


a hundred and eighty thouſand florins from his father; 


bad opportunities to acquire a million, while I, for 
my own part, have only inherited from him eighty 


thouſand florins. No proof can be more clear of his 


having been plundered. 


Finding his project of eſcaping from the Spielberg 


| Fruftrated, and all hope cut off, this chief of the pan- 
dours determined on death. I have before related the 
manner of this death, of his having ſent for a confet- 


for, informed him Saint Francis had appeared to him, 


that he diſpatched this capuchin confeſſor to Vienna, 


and on the morrow ſaid, © God be praiſed, my depar- 
ture is certain, for my confeſſor is dead, and has = 7 | 


4 peared to me ;” that the confellor actually was dead, 
that he ſummoned the officers, ſhaved his head like a 
monk, confeſſed publicly, preached @ ſermon an * 


circumſtances ſhall become more favoura- 
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tong, exhorted all his hearers to a holy life, fmiled at 


all earthly good, went to prayers, ſlept tranquilly, roſe 


the next morning, 24 148 took out his watch 
„Praifebe to the Almighty, the 


about noon, and faid, 
* hour draws nigh ;” that thoſe, who laughed at his 
impudent impoſture, yet were amazed to fee his face 
grow pate z that he fupported his head on his hands, 
prayed at his table, remained motionlefs with his eyes 
open ; that the clock ſtruck twelve, they ſhook him, 
but foung he was aCtually dead ; that miracle was then 
the untverſal cry, and that Saint Francis had deſcend- 
ed and carried off the pandour Trenck into Paradiſe, 
I have faid that all this had been performed by the ſe- 
cret of the poiſoned water of Tofana ; have further 
added that the laſt ambition of Trenck was to rank 
high in the calendar ; that, perceiving he could no 
longer be the richeft and firſt of men, he wiſhed to be 
the greateR of faints ; that he knew he ſhould perform 
miracles after his death, for he had built a chapel, 
founded a perpetual maſs, and bequeathed ſix thou- 
fand florins to the Capuchins ;* that he expired in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, after having been the 
fcourge of Bavaria, whoſe inhabitants will fcarcely 
ever, 1n their litanies, intreat Saint Trenck to be their 
mediator at the throne of Grace ; that he lived the ty- 
rant and enemy of the human race, and died a holy 
fcoundrel. „ | 

I ſhall terminate this article by frankly ſpeaking, 
without diſguiſe, my thoughts concerning my couſin 
and his fate. With reſpect to individuals, whom he 
robbed to enrich himfelf, innocent men, whom he 


maſſacred, either to obtain their property, or in tho 


blood-thirſty field of war, and many other worthy 
people whom he made miferable ; with reſpe& to his. 
on father, aged eighty-four, and his beauteous and 
virtuous wife, whom he treated with brutal barbarity; 


with 


e has been but forty years dead, and lat worked 
miracles in Bremen, E, the father guardian relates: 


| with uplifted eyes. His body is affirmed till ta remain uns. 


Corruptidles . 
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with reſpe& to myſelf, to the duties of conſanguinity, 
and of man, he merited puniſhment, the purſuit of the 
avenging arm of juſtiee, and to be extirpated from all 
human ſociety. 
Thus conſidered, his eondemnation to the Spiel- 
berg was, indeed, moſt merciful. His name ought 
eternally to be eraſed from the annals of the friends 
of men, and the lovers of virtue. The cruelties he 
committed are, to this hour, daily lamented with 
tears; and the ſighs of the wretched, on whom he 
had no pity, unceaſingly accuſe him before the throne 
of God. His memory, throughout all Bavaria, muſt 
ever be held in abhorrence. I am almoſt tempted 
myſelf to utter maledictions over the aſhes of a man 
who lived for himſelf alone, inſenſible to the groans 
of calamity ; who treated friend and enemy with like 
_ cruelty, and, though I forbear this, ſtill muſt I forev- 
er lament and curſe the woes to which he left me heir. 
Had he worn a crown he would perhaps, have been like 
_ Czfar, a conqueror ; and like Amurath, a barbarian, 
Happily for man all tyrants are not kings. 8 
But, with reſpect to the Auſtrian monarchy, and as 
the hero of the Croats, he merited a mauſoleum, the 
epitaph of gratitude, and the trophies of honour, At 
leaſt, he ought to have been protected by that ſtate, 
in defence of which he was fo loyal, fo ferviceable, ſo 
indefatigable, fo daring ; whereas, in that very ſtate, 


he fell the victim of envy, and of the moſt hateful 
avarice. 1 NO 61 85 
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ALEXANDER SCHELL, 


WHO, AN OFFICER OF THE GUARD, IN GLATZ, 
DELIVERED ME FROM PRISON, ON THE 
26th OF DECEMBER, 1746, AND DE- 


 SERTED IN MY COMPANY, | 

{ 
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| | WRITTEN ASA | '' 
2 SUPPLEMENT TO MY OWN HISTORY. — 
[| 

{1 


A GREAT perſonage KP Berlin, to whom I re- 
lated the adventures of Alexander Schell, a 

lieutenant in the Pruſſian ſervice, was deſirous to ſee 
them publiſhed ; and this 1s a taſk I the more freely 
undertake, becauſe I perfectly recollect thoſe inci- 
dents which I ſhall inſert, related by himſelf, at Aix 
la Chapelle, in 1776. His letters and poems I have 
| loſt, three of the former only excepted, which will 
| be hereafterread. The journal of our travels through 

Poland, written by him, I have inſerted i in the firſt 
| volume « of this work. 35 


1Tnave faithfully depided his virtues and his 
deſesu; and, ſhould the cold miſanthrope diſdain 
ſuch narratives, I ſhall nevertheleſs have the ſatis- 
faction of knowing, that the attention of readers leſs 
Tigorous, will be fixed by the originality of his 
charatter, and that they will pardon ſome of the 
weakneſſes of humanity, remembering the 2 . Y 
of his heart, and his other eſtimable qualities. 
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7 | LEXANDER SCHELL, whole hiſtory is ſo in- 
timately connected with my own, and which 
my readers may wiſh to peruſe, was of a good family, 
of the circle of Suabia, His mother was of the houie 
of Lowenſtein ; his father was reduced to poverty, 
by an unfortunate law-ſuit. This is all that 1 know 
of his origin. Schell, the ſon, of whom 1 ſpeak, en- 
tered into the Prullian ſervice, in the regiment of 
Wurtemburg, which the duke beftowed on the king. 
In conſequence of ſome quarrels, and other youth- 
ful pranks, he, in the year 1744, was ſent to the gar- 
riſon regiment of Mütſchefall. 
It is well known that theſe kind of- Aa are 
molt ſenſibly felt by Pruſſian officers, who never be- 
come ſoldiers that they may grow grey behind the 
walls of a fortreſs, in company with invalids, and men 
acknowledged worthleſs. Schell, who in reality was 
far from one of the latter, could not but be exceedimg- 


ly diſſatisfied with his ſtate ; he wiſhed nothing more 


than a favourable occaſion to deſert, From his family 
he received nothing, and his wants were many, He 
was much addicted to ſtudy, but his amorous difpoſt- 
tion and inconſtancy kept his ane, continually 
empty. 

His chagrin may well be imagined. when he beheld 
himſelf a heutenant in a garriſon "battalion, wich an 
income fo trifling, without conſolation for the preſ- 
ent, or hope for the future. 

He therefore determined to fly from Glatz, the ve- 


ry firſt opportunity that ſhould offer. To this 1 it muſt 
K* be 
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be added that General Tg, governor of that cita- 
del, was his perſecutor, and put him under arreſt for 
the moſt trifling fault ; eſpecially after Schell had 
compoled a ſatire, which was every where circulated, 
on the amorous intercourſe hetween the daughter of 
the general, and the town-major, Doo. 

It was at this very time, and at a moment when he 
feared he ſhould be arreſted for debt, that Lieutenant 
Bach propoſed to him to ſupply me with the means 

of flight, and thus to procure himſelf a ſupporter, by 
rendering me ſervice. hh | | 

His heart was good and compaſſionate : He had 

long been affected by my misfortune, yet however, he 
afterward avowed that the motive which principally 
decided him to aid my eſcape, was the defire of thus 
revenging himſelf on General Fouquet. | 
Were not theſe circumſtances explained, every man 
muſt be aſtoniſked to read, in my hiſtory, that a per- 
ſon, to whom I was unknown, who was under no ob- 
ligations to me, ſhould determine, while himſelf an 
officer on guard over me, to ily, in mid-day, with a 
priſoner of ſtate, and thus to expoſe himſelf to an in- 
famous and certain death, had he been taken, It may 
be added. there never was a more imprudent, nor a 

more daring undertaking, 5 HF 

We conccived an inclination and friendſhip for 
each other on our firſt converſation, and he further 

hoped to make his fortune by my means. We were 
| betrayed, as I have related; a friend gave him infor- 
mation of this, and he might have eſcaped by himſcls, 
| but he had promiſed to reſtore me to freedom. He 
likewiſe might have reflected. that having neither 
money nor reſource, he would figd himſelf in a foreign 
country, and in the moſt deplorable of ſituations. In 
great danger, he wanted neither courage nor fortitude. 
He was naturally inconſiderate, and always yielded to 
the firſt emotion, abandoning himſelf to chance. His 
_ honour likewiſe was en —y to keep his word with 


me : And theſe circumſtances all united, induced him 
do take the deſperate reſolution of dying, or eſcaping 
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in my company. Ile daringly faced danger, preſerved 
his preſence of mind, and, aided by him, I executed 
an enterprize, which, becauſe it was ſucceſsful, has 
been more admired than blamed. | 
Never yet, however, did I find another man, who 
had the courage, or the friendſhip for me, to perform 
a like ation, | | | 

On our return from Thorn to Vienna, we paſſed 
through Warſaw, where we made ſome ſtay, Schell 
left me in the afternoon, and returned late to our 
lodging, without ſpeaking a word concerning where 
he had been, or what he had done. 4 

On the morrow we went to Cracow ; it happened 
to be the time of the fair, and I determined to ex- 
change the horſe of Schell, becauſe he was lame. 
Since the horſe will be yours,” faid I, it is but 
right that you ſhould pay the additional money in 
exchange.“ Schell imniediately burſt into a laugh, 
took out his empty purſe from his pocket, and ſaid, 
I left all my money at the billiard table at Warſaw 3 

when my horſe can go no farther, I will follow you 
on foot; I neither want horſe nor money.” 

I was ſurpriſed at this proof of thoughtleſs folly ; 
but what was to be done ? I could only pay the mon- 
ey in exchange, and we journeyed on to Vienna,— 
Here anew misfortune befel this horſe ; when Schell 
wanted money, and intended to have ſold him for two 
hundred florins, he found him ſtrangled by his halter 
at the manger. : LE NS ; 

We had not been a month in this city before I had 
the good fortune to obtain a commiſſion for him, of 
firſt lieutenant in the regiment of Pallavicini, through 
the intereſt of Prince Charles, of Lorrain, to whom 
he had been recommended by my coufin Trenck. 
This regiment was in Italy, and deſtined for the ſiege 
of Genoa. e | Ng ode | 

I equipped Schell, gave him money, and ſent him 
on his journey. Some time after, when I ſuppoſed 
him already with his regiment, I received a very la- 
conic letter from him, dated at Gratz, in which he 
de I 118 informed 
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informed me that fortune had played him a new trick, 
that he had loſt all his money, his watch and horſe, 
and that, if I could not once more aſſiſt him, he muſt 
manage for himſelf, in the beſt manner he was able. 

I happened, at this time, to have received a ſupply 
from Berlin, and ſent him five hundred florins, with 
which he proceeded into Italy. This money, howev- 
er, was little more fucceſsful than the former, He 
had Ty borrowed. of a friend to pay his gam- 
ing debts; and afterward, ſtill more imprudently, 
made ule of the regimental money; when, having no 
| better expedient, he deſerted, in company with a for- 
 ager, What highly aggravated his fault, was that he 
entered into the ſervice of a power, with which the Im- 
perialiſts were then at war. He fent me informa» 
tion, in a tone of the utmoſt levity, that he was now 
a corporal in the ſervice of the Genoeſe. 

. The behaviour of Schell was highly injurious to all 
Pruſſian officers, who after him entered: into the ſer- 
vice of Auſtria : But he was wholly incapable of a 
re ſlection of this kind. e 
Fortunately for him, I found an opportunity of rec- 
ommending him to the Venetian ambaſfador, at Vienna; 
once more ſent him money, and was ſo active in his 
behalf, that in the ſpace of a few months, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of officer, 8 
Strange to tell ! he quitted this fervice the very 
ſame year, and entered a common ſoldier under the 
Duke of Modena, He ſent me notice of this change, 
and requeſted: aſſiſtance. Baron Lopreſti, of whom I 
have ſo often {poken in theſe volumes, had friends in 
Modena, and I once more obtained a commiſſion for, and 
once more equipped, Schell. His own perſonal ſafe- 
ty. however, conſtrained him then to aſſume the name 
of Lebe 35: Nt 
* Unhappy is the deſtiny of a man who is obliged to 
conceal the name of his family, before he dare aſſoci- 
ate among worthy men. This misfortune happened 
to Schell; although he poſſeſſed, in reality, a ſenſible 
and good heart; bat his. paſſion for play, and total 
'# Want 
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want of thought, led him aſtray from the paths of 
honour, and brought him to wander over the earth 
like a vagabond. . 
Once more, thanks to my intereſt, behold him a 
lieutenant in Modena, where he was generally beloved 
and eſteemed, and where he had taken the firm reſolu- 
tion of never gaming more, and of leading a leſs diſſi - 
pated life. Perhaps he would have executed thele 
bis wiſe intentions, but they were rendered abortive 
by his former follies. Hs 
At the requeſt of the Duke of Modena, the Empreſs- 
Queen ſent ſome of her officers to inſtruct his regiment 
in certain new military manceuvres, ard among theſe, 
unluckily, happened to be two officers belonging to 
the regiment of Pallavicini. No ſooner was Schell in- 
formed of this, than, dreading to be diſcovered, as he 
infallibly muſt have been had he ſtayed, he once more 
deſerted from Modena, and entered a common ſoldier 
in the ſervice of Sardinia, in the Swils regiment of 
Souter, | . e 
Again he wrote, to inform me of this new change, 
but I was then mourning in my dungeon at Magde- 
burg, totally unable to be of utility to him or myſelf, 
When releaſed from my chains, in December 176g, 
and once more permitted to appear on the ſcene, 1 
ſent to inquire after my friend at Modena, but could 
hear no tidinys of where, or what he was, 
_ Happening in 1569, to be at the houle of the Sardi- 
nian envoy at Vienna, I there by chance, met a Cap- 
tain Renard, of the Swiſs regiment of Souter, The 
_ converſation turned on many Pruſſian officers, whom 
fortune had ill-treated, and Renard highly praiſed a 
perſon of the name of Leſch, who ſerved in his com- 
pany in the quality®f foraging ſecretary. After vari- 
ous queſtions and inquiries, I perceived this Leſch 
could be no other than my friend Schell, I immedi. 
ately wrote to him, and received an anſwer, which 
deferves to be remembered. I ſent him money, but 
this he returned, und informed me that he had no 
longer any need of ailiſtance; that he had bidden 
Rk 2 adieu 
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adieu to all ſuperfluous vanities ; that he tranquilly 
lived on the perquilites of his place,. and on what he 
gained by teaching languages, drawing and muſic ; alſo 
by his knowledg. of embroidery ; and that. theſe, to- 
_ gether, procured him much more than was neceſſary. 
He added that he was eſteemed, beloved, and ſought 
for ; that he was in good health, had learned to be an 
eeconomilt, and that he would not change his ſituation 
for the moſt ſplendid fortune ; finally, that he never 
more would receive any thing from me; that I had 
already done too much for him; and that it was time 
I ſhould take care of myſelf. e 
Affected as I was by his preſent manner of thinking, 
1 made various different propoſitions to him, to better 
his fortune, but he Neuste in his reſolution, content- 
ed to remain in his garriſon at Alexandria, and deſir- 
ous of nothing more than of once again feeing me be- 
fore he ſhould die. VVV 
In 17572, when I was at Aix-la-Chapelle, I was aſton-. 
iſhed to ſee Schell, my friend, enter my chamber; 
the reader of ſenſibility will eaſily imagine my joy. Ile 
| had walked on foot from the farther part of Europe 
to Aix-la-Chapelle, purpoſely to fee me. He related 
his hiſtory to me circumſtantially, but of this I have 
forgotten the greateſt part ; I only remember many of 
the incidents were exceedingly romantic. F254 
Pleaſure was the only end of his exiſtence. His. 
love of Italy had originated in this his love of pleaſure. 
Purpoſely to procure himſelf the ſociety of the moſt: 
youthful, and the moſt charming of the female ſex, he 
had learnt to embroider in gold, and to. perform the 
moſt curious works of women, He alſo taught them 
ſeveral languages, worte charming verſes, and by his 
talents, had made himſelf fo agree@le to the fociety he 
delighted in, that he had paſſed the laſt fifteen years 
of his life, in the manner he thought moſt delightful. 
He continued four months at my houſe, during 
which he amuſed himſelf in inſtrufting my children. 
Tuis office he performed with peculiar kindneſs and 
affability, and gained the affeQtion of all to whom he 
Was. 
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was known; but he loved a peaceable and retired life; 
he was in reality, become a moſt rational man. His 
mind, that formerly had been ſo * ſo alive, had 
loſt its vivacity; he was thoughtful, abſent, and often 
unconnedted in converfation. The change became ſo 
great that his only occupation was to read, or to walk 
in his chamber, with an air in every appearance of 
profound melancholy. I ſoen obſerved that time was. 
tedious to him at Aix-la-Chapelle, and that his heart. 
ſighed for Alexandria, . „ 
When he had been a month at my houſe, as he was 
walking, deep in thought, he fell into one of the moats 
of the city, and diſlocated his ſhoulder, in which ſtate 
he was brought home. * 

His patience and fortitude in this ſituation, were 
remarkable; he did not utter a ſingle complaint. 

After his recovery, he wrote ſome poetry, but his 
verſes were very unequal to thoſe he had written in 
the fire of youth. When I beheld him, and contem- 

plated his countenance: and behaviour, I could not 
avoid foreboding that my poor friend Schell would 
foon become inſane. : | . 

He was conſcious ofthis himſelf, but, ſaid he, I have 
a {mall quantity of powder, very proper to cure this 
misfortune, as well as every other infirmity of old age, 
and by the aid of which, men may defy all the efforts 
ae,, A . 

The temper. of the man, however, ſtill continued 
the ſame. Had I ſaid to him“ Schell, thou muſt. 
& avenge my cauſe, a deſpotic King has rendered me. 
„ miſerable,” I am certain he would have gone to 

Potſdam, without ſlaying. a moment to Kot. and 
on the publie parade would have executed all that re- 
venge could have infpired.. 

He ſhewed me the ſcars of ſixteen “ wounds, ſome 
of which he nad received in defence of my honour. 
| He never drew his {word that he was not wounded. 
He had fractured his arm, and bones in both his feet, 
by accidents ; thanks to thoſe eternal reveries, which, 
"JD 6 
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in the poſſe ſſion of the moſt amia 
but a burthen to you; you are little enabled to be 
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in broad day-light, led him to the edge of ſome preci- 
ice, His {word was in his hand en the ſmalleſt occa- 
ion, and he laughed when about to bleed, 08 
The ſtortes of his youthful gallantries were fome of 


them ſtrange. I much regret that his writings, both 
philoſophical and moral, never fell into my hands, and 
that they were buried with himſelf, He made great 


progreſs in the ſtudy of anatomy, and his fole purpoſe 


Vas to diſcover whether there really oould be any 


thing immortal in the body of man, and if poſſible, to 


explain what actuated the machine, and what was the 


origin of our paſſions, without having recourle to 
metaphyſical reaſoning.* _ | . 

I wiſhed him to have remained longer with me, but 
his leave of abſence was almoſt ended, and he defired 
to return and die at Alexandria, One day I perceived 


* 
&'% 


his uſual taciturnity and gloom were increaſed, and 


the next morning, I found Schell was departed, and 


had left the following letter on my bureau :— 


My Friend, 1 
« You already have many children; how many 
© more you may have, who can ſay ! You are happy 
bie of wives; lam 


at any expenſe for me, and I am not, at preſent, in- 
* conſiderate enough to abuſe your friendſhip. The 
“duty of a father is now, to you, the molt ſacred of 
duties. I return contented, with having once more 
© feen you, and with leaving you in good health. 

_ © Moſt probably, we never ſhall meet again! Do 


© notdiſturb yourſelf concerning me; I am in need of 


e nothing, and ſhall find every thing neceſſary to my 
* happineſs at Alexandria: your company alone wilt 
be wanting; but of that it is proper I ſhould deprive 


* myſelf. I would not that you ſhould fuffer the leaſt 
* injury for my fake. ET 


+ © Perverſe and wicked men have robbed you of 


your fortune. If there be an eternal God, who in- 


. * terferes 
| ® The boy rs ſaid to have cut open the bellows to {ook 


for the wind, Th 
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_ ©terferes in the affairs of men, he will become your 
“s ſupport, he will reward, he will preſerve and make 
you happy in your family. If not, and ſhould even 
your virtues and your labours all be loſt to futurity, 
yet do they, in this world, find a noble recompenſe, 
* in the conſcious rectitude of the heart. In the en- 
© joyment of this, few. men indeed will be found 
„your equal, conſequently you are happy in yourſelf, 
and in dehance- of fate. | ASS 
* To, me you, owe nothing; you have done more 
for me, than even gratitude and friendfhip themſelves 
© could exact. EEG IT 5 
FTrue it is, I brought you from Glatz, but per- 
*« haps your fe , ee would have been much 
e leſs ſevere, had I never exiſted. What I did like- 
© wiſe, I did more from the reſentment to the King, 
« and to Fouquet, than from the deſire of ſerving you, 
therefore was not my enterprize the pure effect of 
 * commiſeration and affeftion, my intereſt bore a ve 
in it. I was ſtripped of all ſupport, and aſhamed of 
6 living, deſpiſed, in a garriſon regiment, I repent 
{© not of the actions of my paſt life, being certain that 
my follies did but tend to make me a wiſer and a 
better man. I believe, in this, you think like me; 
m ſatisfied with the time preſent, and indifferent 
6 nne oak sf 
„Should monzichs hereafter do you juſtice in any 
bs 9 fail not to write to me. „ 


«6 4 


our ſon Joſeph, under your guidance, poſſeſſes 
* all the qualities neceſſary to become a great man. ; 
{© the conviction of this has given me much pleaſure, 
e and muſt, to you. be a ſ{ubjeft of infinite ſatis faction. 


Tell your reſpeRable lady that I honour her, return 


her thanks for all her kindneſs, and congratulate the 
© choice ſhe made of a man who knew her worth, — 
Ves, my friend, you are happy in a wife, and there- 
fore muſt certainly have no cauſe to repent, to find 
* yourſelf an inhabitant of this earth, _ - Sg 
When 1 perceive I can no longer live, I will fend 
+ you a laſt letter, It is your duty to remain here 


& 
$5 


| 
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« you have children, thoſe you muſt not deſert. 1 


„ know no other cauſe of regret for your ſake, ſhould 


„ misfortune, in future, befall you. dels ak, 
Be under no concern relative to the expenſes of 


c my journey. I have the watch which you gave me, 
as well as the fix guineas with which I' was to have 


yy 9p the tailor, and my feet will ſtill render me the 
* fame ſervice they performed thirty years ago, when 


© we travelled together through Poland. 


Were we not, even then, much happier Man 
„ princes, who are whirled' luxuriouſly in coaches, 


through their deſolated countries? 


I leave you the journal of this ſingular expedition 
„ which I A rr ol that it might recall to yeur 
© mind incidents well worthy of l a ace in the 


* hiſtory of your life. 


May you live in health and happineſs; may you 
live diſtant from courts, and unembarraſſed by public 


56 affairs, for the diſcharge of which you are but an fit- 
"* by your dauntleſs candour. They would but 


2 bring you into new troubles. Quit Aix-la-Chapelle, 


b alſo, if you can: you are deteſted by the monks ; 
. 2 will never want occaſton to injure you, 


and, in your decline of life, will find the means to 
rob you of that repoſe you have ſo well deſerved; 
« God preſerve vou from their venom. I tremble 


While I recolle& this, acquainted as I am with your 
« daring ſpirit. 


Let me intreat you to become me what more of 


« an œconomiſt; let me intreat you to act leſs gener- 


* ouſly toward an ungrateful world; in fine, let me 


intreat you to become more prudent. 


* Should we ſee clearly, and think nobly, yet were 


4 it beſt to figh, be ſilent, and wiſely to enjoy; fo act, 
and ſo ſhall nothing be wanting to your cranguillity, 


„Avoid Vienna, There thoſe who have illegally 


40 acquired, will'illegally endeavour to maintain them- 
4 ſelves in the poſſeſſion of your eſtates. The Em- 


4 preſs acts under the guidance of her prieſts, from 
* whom you can apes honing: but. contempt and 
„ perſecution, | e 
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« Be the paſt to you a leſſon, and a guide for the 
te future, Hope nothing from unrelenting princes ; 
& riſk nothing for the barren honour of rendering 
« them ſervice ; let your future motto be, I ſeek on- 
„ 1 85 ; 

«© We have almoſt run our race; we both ſoon 
ce alike ſhall ceaſe to be, but we both know death, and 
& ſhall march to meet him with a ſerene front. So 
es long as I have life I ſhall be ready, at all times, and 
eon all occaſions, as I ever have been, to part 
te with that life in defence of your injured hon- 
© our. 7+ "0; f Ren 
In this reſolution, and impreſſed with the live- 
& lieſt gratitude, this day departs one, who, to his laſt 
6 breath, will remain | 
15 I * Your friend, 

| ALEXANDER SCHELL.”. 

It may well be Rep parry I was exceedingly affected 
by this farewel, and by the manner of it, eſpecially 
when I had no means of conveying the money to my 
friend, neceſſary to perform his journey. Some few 
days after, I was obliged to go to Vienna. while I 
was in Frankfort, I by chance met in the ſtreet the 
worthy Schell, who was there endeavouring to gain 
intelligence concerning bis parents. We continued 
two days lenger together, and I did every thing in 

my power to diſſuade him from purſuing his journey, 
but in vain, It was with great difficulty I could pre- 
vail on him to accept twenty guineas, by the aid ol 
which he might arrive, with ſomewhat leſs fatigue, 
at his place of deſtination. At 2 we both took 
an eternal and laſt adieu, and parted. _ Tg 

About three weeks after, I received the following 
letter from him at Vienna: | e 

„„ N . | 

« At Frankfort you obliged me to accept twenty 


te guineas, money which belonged to your children, 
* and the depriving yourſelf of which was, moſt pro- 
„ bably, of great inconvenience. Somewhat, how- 
5 ever, to recompenſe your benevolenceg may you, 

e IL „ virtuous 
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« virtuous man, participate the ſenſibility, the pleaſure, 
the good, which accompanied theſe twenty guineas 

© in the cottage of a poor peaſant ! May the benedic- 
e tions be verified, with which your name was pro- 


% nounced by an old man of eighty-two, almoſt expir- 


„ing with hunger, in company with his wife, and the 
© remainder of his family! BenediCtions, uttered with 
* eyes raiſed to Heaven, when their long-loſt fon, 
Schell, ſo unexpectedly entered their wretched 


cabin, and with him brought the means of aid and 


% conſolation! 
e Oh, noble Trenck, that I could deſcribe the ſcene 
*, ſuch as it really was; then indeed ſhould you weep. 


During four and twenty years, my parents had never 
< received any intelligence of me, and ſuppoled me 
dead. I knew they had been ruined by a law: ſuit in 


the Imperial Court, and 1 wouid not add to their 
© misfortunes, by informing them of my own. _ 

My father had diſcarded me from his heart, after 
having heard I had ſo lightly quitted the Pruſſian 


„ ſervice ! After being told that my name was nailed 


up to the gallows at Glatz! 
My mother had wept, but the afflictions of her 


family, and the poverty of her other children, had 
<* effaced from her memory him whom ſhe had former- 


© ly hoped would become the ſupport of her houſe, 
and the prop of her old age. VV 
My eldeſt fifter I found almoſt dying with hun- 


< ger, in her bed, where ſhe had twelve years lain 
< paralytic. The youngeſt was inſane, and her diſ- 


 * trated fits were ſometimes ſo violent that ſhe was 
< obliged to be tied down. | | 


My eldeſt brother, who had obtained the rank of 


© major in the Pruſſian ſervice, was broken, becauſe 


of my adventure at Glatz, and is at preſent a 


© corporal in the ſervice of Denmark, where he has 
„taken another name. My formerly brave, and 


now ancient father, all in rags, and afflicted with 


<> 888 was ſeated in an old arm chair; and 
< my aged mother, of ſeventy, was obliged to aft as 


< ſervant, aurſe, and provider, for the whole houſe. 
Ei | „ At 


4 


C 
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„ At the time when I arrived ſeveral days had 


£ wen and they had had nothing better than dry 
60 


read for their food, waiting the end of the month. 
« You have been informed that the Prince, by whom 
they were ruined, granted them a penſion of nine 
e florins per month !* For which they were obliged 
to pray for him, thank him, and tremble in his preſ- 
, 53 5 
They had no fire, and theſe poor old people were 
* crouching cloſe together, half naked, to keep each 
other warm. That very day they happened to men- 
« tion their loſt ſon ; they were exhorting each other 
e patiently to endure their afflictions, and, while thus 
„ ſuffering, I entered their hut, made mylelf known, 
and brought them aid. 

God of Heaven! where are the words that ſhall 
„ deſcribe what I felt ?--Motionleſs I ſtood, at be- 
* holding wretchedneſs like this, and dumb! They 
© were dumb alſo. | 

< I recovered, recollected I had guineas, and threw 
& them on the table, —Is'this money thy own, my ſon ; 
«* ſaid my mother Ves, mother, anſwered I, they are 
* honourably acquired; J bring them to yield you a 
„ momentary I. N e 

Surpriſe and joy fluſhed in every face; my aged 
& father bathed me with his paternal tears, and my 


mother hung, weeping, round my neck. The poor 
e paralytic intreated ſhe might once again make a, 


© good meal, and her ſtill more unfortunate ſiſ- 
* ter leaped and capered, without knowing where- 
„fore 1 


After we had, in ſome degree, recovered our 


« proper ſenſes, and I had briefly anſwered their in- 
„ quiring queſtions, a fire was made, and meat was 
put down to roaſt, Yes, my friend, the family ſeat- 
ed themſelves round atable, that had long not been 
** ſo loaded, and I had the pleaſure to regale them 
«with your money, to revive my parents, languiſhing 
in miſery, and on the borders of the grave, and to 


* About twenty ſhillings, 
6 


change 
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change the paternal malediction into the ſincereſt 


5: bleſhngs and prayers ! 
Jo you am I indebted for this day of Joy, the 


* brighteſt, the happieſt of mv life; for had 1 not had 


« your money, I d never have returned to the 
* houſe of my father. *Tis true, alſo, I never 
** ſhould have been a ſpe& tor of wretchedneſs like 
* theirs, and ſhould have died reckleſs and indiffer- 
* ent. I now have an additional reaſon to live; 1 
gave parents to provide for, and they ſtand in need 
= 2 proviſion. * will haſten to prom lag haſten to 
obtain mo their ſupport, for now do I 
begin to be cence to bike. _w 

© I ſhall not inform you in what place I found this 
a moſt unfortunate family; you would deprive me of 
* the {atisfaRtion of labouring for them. I well know 
the benevolence of your heart, and I well know you 
have nothing you ought to give. Yet you ſhall be 
informed hereafter, and ſhall become my ſucceſſor, 
m order that I may die untormented, when 1 feel 
my end approach,, and ſhall de no more able to af. 


ford them fuſtenance. 


I continued with them nine days. and ths entire 
guineas were expended in making ourſelves merry. 


_ * Yeſterday 1 left fifteen upon the table, with my 
Hatch, anda letter, as 1 did when l took my leave of 


"© you at Aix-la-Chapelle, and thus av raided the too 


6 eo ganas. I eu foot toward Alexandria, and cer- 

tainly with more true courage then Alexander him- 

" {el when marching, at the head of his victorious ar- 
* my, toward Babylon, Never were guineas better 

wh: 22323 never employed to a more holy 

© than thoſe you gave me at Frankfort. Henee-for- 


2% 


ard I have but one intention to fulfil, and this I 


hope will be fulfilled by the cxeruon of my talents 
< at Alexandria. > 2 my friend, is become a 
thing moſt precious, though my poor Parents * 
* W 


46 Live, 
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Live, my dear Trenck, live m content and health, 

«Tt, ſoon or late, you ſhould return to your native 

country, may you, after a tedious baniſhment, ac- 

© qurre wealth to render theſe vou love happy, If 

© ever you ſhould with to benefit the childien a Wal- 

dau, recollect what I faid to you in the foreſt near 

„Hammer, when you would have taken vengeance 

* on an unfeeling, or, perhaps, only a fearful drother- 

* in- law. Nay the Almighty grant you this humane, 

„this Chriſtian conſolation. 1 hope hereafter your 

1 proſpedts will brighten, and I honour the philan- 

© thropy of your heart, Forget me not, I will write 

to you whenever I need your alliance do vou 

© write to me only once a year, and let me know any 

fortunate event in the ſituation of your affairs. — 

„This letter will be ſent from Ulm. I have writ- 

© ten it in Switzerland, and a friend will put it into 

* the poſt, May your virtues preſerve you from new 

% adverfities, and may heaven or earth reward you 
1 for the patt. 

As I have lived, fo ſhall 1 die, 
© Your grateful, and, moſt aſſurediy 
* Your very faithful fr var! þ 

* ALEXANDER SCHELL. BY 

Secretary to the regiment of Sou 

_ at Alexandria : in the ſer- 

ce of the Ning of Sardinia. 

Since this letter, I err. many others from him, 

Al written in the fame ſtyle. In one of the laſt he in- 


formed me that an old lady had — In him ef- 


fects, to the value of a wr hc and fifty ducats, by 
will. His joy, at being able to fend au ſum to his 
parents, who were then living, was inexpreſſible.— 
Theſe letters I have loſt, an! indeed they would on- 
ly unneceffarily add to the lenth of this narrative. 
Aer 4 flence of two years I received the follow- 


*n 


oy The dying Schell to his friend Trenck. 
When this ſhall come to your hand, I ſhall be no 
5 more ; my term of exiſtence draws to a concluſion: 
Never 
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“Never did man, dear friend, forſake this ſubluna 
& world with more tranquillity, than I ſhall in a few 
* hours, and after I have once more, with as much 
© preſence of mind as I am capable of, ſent you this 
* laſt teſtimony of living gratitude, | | 
© The laſt years of my life have paſſed undiſturbed 
% away; almoſt had I forgotten that the name of my 
© family was Schell, having for forty years aſſumed 
* that of Leſch, and having, without regret, bidden 
adieu to all honourable titles. | : 3 
ee beheld you happy, my friend, and I leave you 
in peace and content. My aged father and mother 
© have been two years dead. I enjoyed the pleaſure, 
© of procuring them neceſſaries, and even ſomewhat 
more, during their few latter days of life. My para- 
« lytic ſiſter died about ſix weeks ago, and the poor 
« frantic girl knows not that ſhe wants any thing, 
© therefore wants not. She lives merrily in the mad 
* houſe, and imagines herſelf ta be the holy Rebecca. 
„The woman whom 1 loved has lately married a 
young huſband ; may he make her happy! This is 
not a moment to indulge jealouſy. . a je 
*] am at this inſtant racked by the ſtone, add to 
© which I am in a conſumption, and theſe together 
© have rendered me a living ſkeleton, My phyſi- 
„ cian has obſerved indubitable ſymptoms of my ap- 
** prozching end; I myſelf am fully ſenſible of them, 
* and, in a few days, or in a few hours, ſhall ceaſe to 
ec ſuſfer. np | F 
I have now nothing to hope, and nothing to fear, 
< Herein I ſend you the laſt tokens of a long and ſin- 
* cere friendſhip. My dyin ſoul ſtill will live in you, 
© nor ſhall I be all dead, lens as you ſhall continue 
to live. My expiring wyhes for your profperity, 
© transfix themſelves to this paper —— they take their 
* flight from my brain, like a dream at the moment of 
© my diſſolution, Live while you may, and haſten | 
& not, dear friend, to follow me, +; 
Honour, fame, and poſterity, to me, are things 
% wholly indifferent, I die unknown, and my rg 
| 9 dies 
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« dies with me. Beware of the priſons of Glatz, 
Magdeburg, and Spielberg! Schell dies, and you 
© will find a Schell no more, : Fi 

leave no one behind me who ſtands in need of 
„your aid, or whom 1 am in duty bound to recom- 
mend to your benevolence; no, my friend, I am 
* no longer any thing to you: Could I partake the 
« ſenſibility of your heart, it would but occaſion me 
« fruitleſs regret, and diſturb the repoſe of this laſt 
fare wel. 
Repine not, weep not, aher laugh; let the laſt 
moments of the crazy Schell be a ſubject of mirth; 
« he himſelf has laughed, on the world's great theatre, 
« beholding the deepeſt tragedies ; laughing he quits 
the ſcene, and the curtain for ever falls. 

© My ſenſes are overpowered, they ſlumber, my 
eyes are inclined to cloſe, and my foul wiſhes for 
« xeſt; I ſoon ſhall ſleep, and ſleep without dream- 
e ing, nor ſhall 1 ever riſe from this bed, to enjoy 
4% waking dreams. 
Ok Trenck, my laſt thoughts are friendſhip, | 
70 gratitude, and the moſt ardent payers: for your 
© proſperity. 

“ 50 Sas; 
2 ALEXANDER, onee SCHELL, 
„ at preſent LESCH, 

«© Alexandria, 24th-of May, 1976, 

The very day I received this letter, I wrote to the 


regiment, and the anſwer ſent back was that he had 


been found dead in his bed the 26th of May, having 
written-farewel letters to his colonel and his friends, 
| by all of whom he was regretted. His captain had 
made a collection of his erotic odes, and his fatires, 
written in the Italian language, which may ſome time, 
perhaps, appear under another name, and, if ſo they 
mould, will certainly do honour. to ſome ignorant im- 
oſtor 

5 3 Peace be to thy. manes, amiable Schell, thou wert 
worthy a better deſtiny, for the foibles of thy youth 

were iajurious only to thyſelf. 
L412 APOLOGIES 
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Apologies to others, and vindication of myſelf and honour, 
concerning aſſertions contained in, and offences that 
nNave been taten at, my writings, N 
Nat the fear of further diſpleaſing the wicked an 
1 the vile; not the dread of being ſtill perſecuted by 
ſharpers, monks, pedants, intriguing courtiers, and 
paltry knaves ; not the dread of 1ltiberal and abortive 
_ criticiſm ; nor any, nor all of theſe, here give birth. 
to apology or juſtification. I have more ſerious em- 
ployment, that of at laſt enjoying content and eaſe ; 
of terminating a career of diffieulties, chains, and 
e e unparalleled with glory. I will no more 
ſtand forth the raſh opponent of ignorant millions, 
*Tis honour ſufficie t, for me, that the worthy, the 
virtuous, and the friends of men, have been my pro- 
tectors. Had I indeed only injured this fmaller part 
of ſociety, the number of my enemies had not been ſo 
great, nor had they been ſo all-puiſſant ; neither would 
they have been ſo bale in artifice, fo irreconcilable in 
hatred. I ſhudder, and ſtart back from the precipice, 
when I contemplate the abyſs into which, by. raſh- 
neſs, or perhaps fortitude not to be:ſhaken, I might 
have been headlong plunged. „ . 
The daggers of ſharpers, gamblers and monks, all 
were drawn. Thoſe noble gentlemen, who, offended 
at my eſfay on true nobility, had not, with their pa- 
tent titles, purChaſed noble hearts, would have been 
glad I were diſpatched. Heaven was promiſed from 
the pulpits, as the price of heretical blood. Heretic, 
be it ſaid apart, is the epithet beſtowed on thoſe who- 
dare openly attack the avarice and ambition of prieſts. 
The good old matrons prayed for my foul, as for one 
miſerably configned to perdition. The deceivers, and 
the deceived, together, cried—*+ Crucify him! Cruci- 
* fy him. e 
Unſupported, among theſe high-born vulgar long I 
lived. Good men approved and applauded my writ- 
ings; but approbation was all, I will write no more. 
os e Let 
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Let other German moraliſts now enter the lifts, let 

each perform as much as! I have done, and let them 
not retire from toil, till they have reafons equally co- 
ercive to addute. | So ſhall our country ſoon awaken 
from her ſlumbers, foon ſhall learn who are the exe- 
cutioners, the torturers of reaſon ſoon fhall ſkake off 
her groſs prejudices, and, by the promotion of ſcience, 
| ſhall riſe great and worthy of herfelf. Her practical 
Chriſtians ſhall then be more virtuous than were her 
holiday ſaints, church dipnitaries ſhalt tremble in their 
ſtalls, and the renown o the ancient German mall re- 
vive. 

To obtain a purpofe fo toric have x Mboured 
with zeal, deſtructive to mylelf ; but, be the conſe· 

quences What they may, 'twere anful to repent. | 
Such being my refotution, I may here be dares 
as an expiring author, who, repentant ſinner like; 
takes a mournful leave of the fraternity of reformers, 
Therefore do I {tretch out my hand, deſirous of recon- 
ciliation with all who imagine themſelves injured by 
the truths I have told, or who have been angered to 
behold themſelves unmaſked. I hope they will not 
be ſo cruel as to demand I ſhould beſtow flagellation 
on myſelf, becauſe I erefted mvfelf a preacher of re- 
pentance, without having firſt ſtudied under a Jeſuit- 
mountebank, in forma Theologica. As my irritability 
is well known, and as I never condefcended to peti- 
tion princes themſelves twice for what I thought my 
due, be adviſed, good firs, and pardon me quickly, or 
1 ſhall perhaps quickly fall into my old vice, and defend 
myſelf and truth with all the fury of a deſperadoe. 

Kind reader, thou indubitably knoweſt conſtitu- 
tional diſeaſes are not eaſily cured ; therefore wilt not 
expett I ſhould forget my nature, and ceaſe te ſpeak 
and to maintain truth, If I ſtrike wide, when batt- 
ling to bring down folly and vice, pardon and direct 
me better. So ends wy preamble.“ 5 

n 


* 4 abfirat only of what follows in the Ga is 
tranſtated : Much of it relates to the Baron' s other works ; 
but 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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In the firſt volume of my writings, the dedication 


to Madam Juſtitia, gave ſo much offence: at Vienna, 
that it was prohibited Whenever in Vienna they 
hall think proper to do meſright, I will then make a 


full and public d to che WING: honour — 


this — lady. 


+ x 


1 1 on 1 3 ASA of obility, i in 


the third volume, has ſo much offended many of our 


moſt ſerene Dons, that 1 expected fome one at leaſt a- 
mongthem would have mounted his Roſinante, and me 
have decked, detractor and k vile, to mortal com- 
bat. 

Fortunately for me, I was + deceived, "They, honour- 


able gentlemen, leave hardy enterpriſe and dire de- 
fence to che ſleeping bones of their anceſtors. They 


can ſerve the ſtate in night-caps and morning gowns, 
and his excellency, the lord high cook, can ſagaciouſ- 
ly iſſue orders that the hare ſhall be roaſted, which his 
ferene highneſs, the maſter of the hounds, has. heroi- 


8 «ally vanquiſhed. 


Happy conſequence. of . in government 1 


10 you, ys ſcions of nobility, do all places of honour, 


profit, and power defcend, as is, by right of birth, 
your due, Inherent, ye are noble ! To think and aQ 
nobly were ſuperſhaous. Why ſhould you defend on 
inſtruct baſe burghers, or raſcally hinds, who, meſt. 


bumbly, moſt dutifully, are 8 to labour an | 


ſtarve, that you may ſleep and fatten! | 
What raſhneſs was it in me to write on bondur 5 : 
alas, had forgotten that honour-and honourable office: 


depend. on the aun will of an oy; mon- 


e een, 
but, as thoſe other. works, i in fact, n a bart of his hifto= 
ny, it will probabiy nat be diſpleaſing io. obtain fame in fon 
mation concerning tem. he jtrongeſt pajfages aud. 
thoughts,have been ſelected, the neceſſary liberties of a ſres 
tranſlalion taken, and tranſpof tons of. ſentences made, 

Juitable either to connexion or-to tlie ſubiect. Ta 
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arch, who alone is the fountain of honour, the judge 
of honour, and who alone honour can confer | Where. 
fore did I dream of merit, genius, or the native hon- 
our of the heart ? Fie on ſuch ignorance } Yes, ever 
honourable worthies, it is but juſt J humbly ſhould 
crave forgiveneſs ; I, who have written thus unwit- 
tingly, without permiſſion from the powers that be ! 
But ye arc avenged, and I am puniſhed. No titles 
have I; no ribbands, ſtars, or glorious badges. Theſe, 
To groſs was my conception, I ſuppoſed I might have 
had, and have remained an honeſt man! * 
1 have attesded at levees ; have waited in anti- 
chambers ; there have converſed with ancient officers, 
like me, attending alſo, Their cicatrized wounds 
were ineffectual pleaders. The ſpruce gentleman- 
uſher held their names unworthy to be pronounced in 
the royal ear. We diſcourfed on il. e beſt of all poſ- 
ſible worlds, and iron tears ſtole down their manly 
cheeks. Reaſoning, with bitter conference, as we 
ſtood, we have ſeen a ſumptuous vehicle approach, by 
fix ſteeds, proudly champing, drawn: Before it were 
running footmen ; behind, hey-dukes, and merry-an- 
drews;; and within——Yes ! His excelleney ! State- 
ly ſtept he forth, by ſlaves ſupported in the dangerous 
deſcent, The ſwarming crowd proſtrate themſelves. 
Yet no grim Turk is he, but beardleſs ſeventeen. The. 
buttons of his coat were each a diamond: Over his 
mighty ſhoulder no Gorgon ſhield was thrown, but 
gracefully the broad ribbon aint From his pocket 
pendent was a key. All wondered; all aſked 
Who is he that approaches thus with cheek inflaþ- 
* ed p“ Not Boreas, gentlemen—nor Eurus—— No 
lis highneſs ! his ſerene highneſs! A prince! A prince 
of the empire! A knight of the order! A chamber- 
lain! A privy counſellor! The ſon of a—uſurer! A 
Lord of eight millions! Millions which he nobly ex- 
pends, thus to become great! Thus to be dignified! 
Tnus to be titled! Great as he is now, what ſhall he 


For 


* . 
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For one ſo mighty, knowledge will be an incum- 
brance, and thought ſuperfluous; therefore hath he 
written to Rome, and Rome fhall fend him a father 


confeſſor, who ſhall relieve him of the labour of think 
ing. Padua too, ſhall fend him a buffoon, with black 


gown and tie-wig, who ſhall take eſpecial care of his 
eſtate, Let others act, it is for him only to enjoy. 

Part ing from my honeſt veterans, home I went, de- 
ſcribed what I had ſeen, for I am afraid I never ſhall 
forſake old habits, but intreated the friend to whom 


I wrote never to make my letter public. The world, 


alas, might doubt the ſincerity of my re formation; 
nay, might call this my recantation, a ſatire ! A libel ! 
Heaven forbid, my friend ! For God's ſake, tear, burn 
my letter! His highneſs can pay referendaries, advo- 
_ cates and. curators better than I. I may once again 


become mad—No, no, Iwill humbly petition, I wilt 


not increaſe an evil I cannot cure. 


: To err 1s human, but obſtinately to perfiſt in error 
were deviliſh-—Therefore pardon, pardon : I repent. 


I will be very good in future, My children ſhall not 


be taught to think, for I will provide them with an ab- 


be, or an ex. jeſuit, and they ſhall be educated for high- 
neſſes and candi nas, 88 PET | 


Ves, noble Zetto, Kronſdorf, Krugel, and ye other 


nobles, from A to Z, I deſerve your mighty wrath, 
What! Refufe to pay for your patents of nobility ! 


So well too, asl knew your worth! I am juſtly puniſh- 


ed, God eternally forbid Iſhould object to your high 


and noble dignities ! I affirm you more ignoble in na- 


ture than the rudeſt of the rabble—I call you the peſts 


of ſociety Oh no No, no, no - Though you are 


in the houſe of correction, you have noble ſucceſſors, 
and Iwill write no libel by inuendo, 1! Heaven blefs 
Four worthy worſhips ' May the mob bow down be- 
fore your patent titles! May your welfare be prefer- 
red to that of juſtice and the common weal'! 
And ye, noble ecclefiaſtics, whoſe all-diſpenſing 


power, trafficking in indulgences, can purchaſe earth- 


ty titles, till your heavenly ſhall be ripe — e, who 


living. 


1 
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living luxuriouſly, yet are certain to die bleſſed ! I 
hold it fit and ſafe here to promiſe you I will daily re- 
peat three pater-noſters, and eke three Ave-Marias; 
not deſtrous ye ſhould read in my ſceptical heart all T 
think of ye—lI know you peruſe not ſuch heriticał 
writings, as teach the duties of the citizen and the 
man, | 
I aſk not your prayers, for ah! I too well know 
my poor foul has long been conſigned to perdition—I 
having even dared to doubt that ye are holy? 


In my plan for the rectifying of abuſes in the ſtates 
of Auſtria, Iwas aftuated by the pureſt and beſt of mo- 
tives. I openly aſſerted what were the deſerts of the 
judges of the courts ; and all Vienna exclaimed a- 
gainſt the raſhneſs of my writings ; yet, was it after- _ 
ward ſe, they were but prophetical, Experience has 
taught me wiſdom. To reform the abuſes of the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice is even more dangerous than to 
reform thoſe of religion. How many a private indi- 
vidual make the attempt, when the monarch himſelf, 
ſomultiplied}ſo rooted, are theſe abuſes, dare not? 
Such is the true ſtate of affairs, over which I ſigh, and 

draw the curtain, Sincerely do pity thoſe who need 
jellies” e 


In this ſame volume, I have written concerning 
the inviſible vaſſalage of Bohemia. Of this I cannot 
repent, although the angry monks have condemned 
my ſoul to ſome millions of years of burning in pur- 
gatory. But in purgatory I will be content to burn, 
certain of the prayers of all good men for my pony 
releaſe. Till this vaſſalage of the mind is removed, 
never can the people know the rights of men. Pray, 
brethren, pray, that the fingers with which I write 
this, may not be changed into a devil's claw : Nay, 

e though 


— —oü ö — — 
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dhough you ſhouid be, monks, pray, for I certainly 


ſhould tear thoſe unfortunate iriars, who ſhould fall 


into my talons, molt unmercifully, And, with rev- 
erence be it ſpoken, your Lutheran devil's are all as 
mercileſs as your Franciſcan, \ af 


2 EDI rt ee 


have allo in my letters from Spa, been guilty of a 
Crime, more enormous than any the whole Decalogue 


cCan afford; more heinous than the ſeven deadly ſins 
collectively. I have ſaid that a gambler by profeſſion 
could not poſſibly be an honeſt man; and that by fair 


deduction, neither could thoſe, who ſhare his ill-got- 
ten gains. Herein have I moſt groſsly and abomina- 
bly ſinned againſt the holy Catholic Church, as the 

haraoh table, for the godly plundering of ſtrangers, 
is there publicly licenſed by the biſhop. Therefore as 


a good Chriſtian ought, do I moſt humbly ſy + plicate 
the infallible prieſtly magiſtracy for forgiveneſs, 
| wretched ſinner as I am: I who have publickly 


dared to doubt this infallibility. What though I 
Have written a notorious truth, ſtill, ſince this truth. 
offends, I deſerve, as their high mightineſſes in their 


_ chriſtian charity affirm, to be everlaſtingly roaſted. 


I had forgotten that they have power in heaven ; that 


there they are ſaints, and only remembered that on 


earth they are raſcals. I will write no more on the 
poiſons of Leige, the deer of courtezans, the curſ- 


es of play, but will enjoy ſome few days of reſt on 


this ſide the grave. I will ſuppreſs the groans of a 
heart that has been rent, becauſe it could not reform 


| the follies and the vices of man. 


ee Macedonian Hero is a poem, that by the ate 


ingneſs with which it was written, might indeed well 


draw down the vengeance of tyranny, The cenſe- 
quenees of my raſhneſs have been bitter, Frederic 
1 1 | acknowledged 
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-excknowledgea I had written truth; but Thereſa de? 
manded to know by whom I had been authoriſed to 

write truth, The poem was prohibited, but eſcaped 
burning. "Honeſt men lamented the daſtardlineſs of 
their fellow ſlaves, who crouched, and baſcly aided the 
ravages of the earth; While zealous republicans re- 
Joiced, The world, however, ſeems to ſink ws LI 
ever into the flough of flavery, We grovel in the 
-duſt, and offer up ineffeQtual prayers that God would 


be pleaſed to preſerve us from heroes and their rapac - 


_ ty. Alas! new Alexanders, Tamerlanes, and Fred> 
erics, ſhall ariſe, and-thall find new coadjutors. 


Izhave alſe, in ſome of my works, ſaid that the 
Handſome ladies of Aix-la-Chapelle gracioufly ſmile 


on their handſome young friars, and that the noble 
burghers their huſbands, wear their budding honours 


proudly, for with them it is a principle that men can- 
not be too much loaded with honour, therefore hold 
themlelves juſtified in aſſuming titles to which they 
nave no claim; good reaſon is there then, they ſhould 
not be defrauded of an honourable appellation ſo juſt- 

ly their due. I pretended not, that even at Aix: la- 


Chapelle, the ugly are not virtuous ; but it is excced- 


Ingly true that they are afhamed of their virtue. 

For my own part, T have always pitzed ugly women, 
and have been careful not to offend the handſome, ſo 
that matrons with me proſperity, except thoſe whoſe 


Tonſciences are put under ſpiritual guardianſhip, and 
they indeed frown, mumble anathemas, and fink me 


to the loweſt of the infernal regions, there in eternal 


darkneſs to aſſociate with the accurſed Luther, and 


the herettc Voltaire, 


J . PLIES D GH _=- | 


1 muſt further remark that, through all my writings, 
chere reigns amanifeſt and decided hatred againſt kna- 
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very, deceit, and ſuperſtition, fa the country where 
I refided, I beheld a herd, an army of prieſts, wal- 
lowing in luxury, reigning with worſe than deſpotic 
authority over the minds of all. What rational and 


thinking man muſt but ſhudder, muſt lament aloud, 


that ſuch multitudes of God's creatures Thould be 
thus chained, riveted in ignorance, by a hoſt of idle im- 
poſtors, who are, or ought to be, paid to enlighten and 

inſtruct them in all the duties of men, but who, on the 


_ contrary, live in pride aud debauchery, ſuck their ve- 


ry blood, deſtroy moral virtues, fraternal and true 
Chriſtian duties, and promiſe heayen to the moſt aban- 
doned of villains, to profligates, cheats, and aſſoſ- 

Oh God 1 How diſmal, how dreadful is the 


proſpect! where bigotry has the power and the will to 
kill all the ſeeds of natural reaſon ! Yet this I beheld 


wherever the ruling prince was a churchman, This 


1 beheld throughout the whole Auſtrian ſtates, Ihe 


ſpectacle made my very heart weep blood, I beheld 
the Pope, and all his armed legions, as omnipotent in 


Vienna as at Rome. I beheld and wrote. Thoughts 

friendly to the human race inſtinctively flowed from 
my pen. 1 forgot my own ſafety, irritated the worſt 
_ of paſſions in the worſt of men, and could I wonder I 


had enemies? VVV 

Irreconcilable in hatred, a prieſt purſues the wretch, 
who has dared to diſcover his wickedneſs and fraud, 
through ſucceeding generations, till that his name and 
race be rooted from the earth; nor. ends here, but, un- 
ſatiable in revenge, after inflicting all earthly pangs, 


delivers him and his over to eternal tortures, This is, 


what is properly called the vengeance of the miniſters 


e 


Sorry am I that I could not more effectually aid 
the poor, deceived, enſlaved world: It is under the 
dominion of cureleſs Witchcraft 

Inſtead of prohibiting the intermarriages, and mul- 


 tiplication of Jews, princes would effe&ually ferve the 


world, and diminiſh the blood ſucking ſwarm, 2 
1 $7 they 
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they to oblige every man to take the following oath be- 
fore he were made a monk. 5 5 

„That the candidate for this ſtate of ſanctity is to- 
* tally incapable of rendering ſervice to his fellow- 
creatures; that he is unfit for foldier, mechanic, or 
* huſbandman, and that he is wholly deſtitute of pow- 
* ers, bodily or mental, to make himſelf uſeful to ſa- 
© ciety.“ | | 5 . | 


> OOD>O 


1 have yet to apologize concerning the two firſt 
volumes of this hiſtory, in which I have highly offend- 
ed various ſpecies of wicked men. | 
Frederic the Great, who, by the breath of his pow- 
er, entailed. miſery upon me, who gave me ſufficient 
cauſe to {peak truth undifguiſedly, will certainly, in his 
now enlightened ſtate, behold the moderate mannter, 
in which I have juſtified myfelf, with very different 
eyes to what he would, had he, while on earth, peru- 
ſed it with all the preverſity of deſpotie obſtinacy, and 
clouded by the prejudices of human weakneſs. He 
now is unable to prevent my publickly defending 
that honour which had been publickly injured. I have 
ſpoken of him with caution and reſpect. I haveeve- 


ry where excuſed the error of a monarch who, being 


man, was by men deceived. Probably he had reafons 

for not doing me juſtice, which I ſhall never recite, as 

I will not involve the reputation of a friend in my 
own unfortunate deſtiny. May he, therefore, reſt in 
peace. That poſterity which may ere& monuments, 
to his fame, certainly ſhall raiſe no pillar of ſhame ov- 
er my grave. This is honour ſufficient to one, by him 
unremittingly perſecuted, and treated as a malefattor, 
He is gone, I am here. Tis honour fufficient that the 
reigning monarch has given unreſtricted privilege to 
circulate this hiſtory through his ſtates, and that a 
hoſt of witneſſes to its veracity are ſtill living. vo 

Of what happened to me at Vienna I have loudly 
complained, and boldly written; but I have written 
. „ truths 3 
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truths; truths which the records and acts of courts 
will prove; truths which the preſent monarch has 
privileged to be publickly- circulated in this work. 
This royal privilege at Berlin and Vienna, is equally 
| Honourable to the ſovereigns and to my veracity, = 

The Emperor indeed, has not thought fit to ordain 


a reviſion of my cauſe. He muſt believe the report. 


of his judges, and muſt continue ſo to believe, though. 
he ſhould afterward condemn theſe judges to ſweep- 
the Ttreets !: ! . 3 

The honeſt man does not believe himſelf infallible, 
readily acknowledges, when convinced he has been 
in an error, and is neither too unjuſt, nor too proud to 
repair the evil he has committed by pronouncing a 
haſty ſentence, Let me hope there are judges who, 
hereafter, will draw down my warmeſt bleſſings; 
their predecefiors have merited my heavieſt maledic- 
tions. F TOTAL PECCES 

L have alſo ſpoken of General Fouquet. A perſon. 
had intended to have printed his correfpondence with, 
the great Frederic, but deſiſted from the undertaking, 
becauſe I had not ſpoken of him with proper reſpett. 
Should this perſon, when he ſhall. publiſh ſuch cor- 
reſpondence, wiſh to write an eulogium on his hero, 
I can ſupply him with a few anecdotes, which will 
greatly tend to.illuTrate his true character. ER 
I was myſelf acquainted with nine worthy officers. 
whom he had ruined, and. obliged. to deſert. by his ty- 


The: rannical' conduct. 


LI am well informed of his. cruelties toward the 
townſpeople of Glatz, whom he cauſed to be mutilat- 
ed and hung. The whole county was a witneſs of; 
his barbarity, and although he was'loyalito his ſove- 
reign, he {till was a tyrant whenever he had the pov 


— With reſpeit-to myſelf, he treated me, while his. 


_ priſoner, in the-meaneft manner. > 
His conduct toward the Auſtrian priſoners, as re- 
lated to me hy eye witnefſes, would; were it made pub- 
lic, do his memory but little honour, The defenceleſa 
dead, however, ſhall by me he n more named. 3 
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fpifed him living, and men, who act ſo baſely, merit 
contempt alſo in the grave. | | 

Many of the ill deeds of my enemies dead, I have. 
mentioned becaufe they were before well known; 
many of my enemies living I have ſpared, and theſe 
perhaps may give'me thanks. 5 

To the poſſeſſors of my Sclavonian eſtates I wiſh 

good appetites at my board, They ſtole them not, 
but inherited. them from fathers who were deſirous of 
leaving heirs rich in land, and poor in honour, One 
of theſe ſucceſſors of my couſin was, not long ſince, 
confined in the Spielberg, The others are not happy. 
It is poſſible a time may come, when my children 
hall ſay Begone ! You have long enough enjoyed 
© the Trenck eſtates : It is now our turu.“— Happily 
I never yet beſought an alms at my own door. 
The honourable burghers of Dantzic, who gave me 
up, and fuffered me to be plundered, are dead; per- 
haps their ſucceſſors may make reparation, as far as is 
in their power, Weingarten and Abramſon are dead 
alſo. I pity the hangman, who, by ſome unaccounta- 
ble chance, was robbed. of his. perquiſites, for Wein- 
garten died a natural death. . Iu 
Juaſchinſky is living. I forebore to. viſit him when 
at Königſberg, for I would not remind him, in his 
old age, of what muſt hang gloomy over his memory. 
He has my forgiveneſs. I cannot refrain, however, 
here relating how ſevere are the puniſhments of a bad. 
conſcience. When I arrived at Königfberg, he loſt 
his underſtanding, and became lunatic. The whole 
town was. witneſs of this ſtrange event, I have alſo 
fully diſcovered he was, as I ſuppoſed, the forger of. 
the letter, which, in the year 1746, was. the cauſe of: 
my ruin His motive was intereſt ; he was indebted: 
to me three hundred. aucats.. A part of my rich equi= | 
Page the preſens General Baron Poſadowſky bought. 
of Jaſchinſky himfelf ; and. he further received a ſum. 
granted him by the King, that was deducted from wy; 

aonfiſcated. eſtates. IIe is {till infanes © © 
—_———_ r 
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Now I am apologizing, it is but juſt I ſhould intreat 
forgiveneſs of ſome few; inviſible perſons, whom L. 
cannot. but have offended ; and- firſt; the ſeraphic 


Father St. Francis. Pardon, holy fir, for having re- 


dered thy whole order contemptible. Who ever, like 
me, has beheld theſe odoriferous, though not ſweet- 
ſcented, Seraphines, at their gluttonous tables, their 
wine barrels, their confeſſional chairs, wilt; if he be 
_ wiſe, paſs on the other ſide of the way. Thee, holy 
Francis, I intreat to take them to thy own abedes,; rob 
this unworthy world of fueh a godly.crew ; and ſuffer- 
that, fifty years hence, their names only be remember- 
ed. Thou beſt canſt inform us, how well pleaſed the 
Father of the world muſt be to daily hear-ſuch mul-. 
titudes, of herculean ſaints, daily emplay themſelves, 
and importune his ear, with the eternal repetition. of: 
Ave Maria! Ave Maria! Ave Maria tf ** 
What thou wilt ſay to that arch enemy of man, 
Satan, when he, and his infernal adjutants ſhall come, 
laden with. the ſins of thy Seraphines, and inſulting, 
lay them at the foot ſtool of divine juſtice, I know not. 
Neither can I ſay, when the heavenly hoſt have, per; 
contra, gathered together the good works of all thy, 
tribe, what balance ſhall remain for the ſupererogation;; 
magaaine, eſtabliſhed at Rome, FTE 


If honour, juſtice, and virtue, bring good ta man, 
then have I occaſioned much difquiet-to- thoſe vaſſal? 
fends that are ſtationed by the mighty: Lucifer, as. 
£entinels, to watch, or patrol: the earth, for the general: 
wWeal of his empire. M Writings have incited the 

reader to act like a good Chriſtian, and an honeſt" 
man; the doArines of monks are. more friendly to 
their cauſe, and give. theſe induſtrious devils..much., 

teſs trouble. FP er IE Ls 
Moſt humbly, therefore, do I felicit pardon from. 
the horned Beclzebub, the grim Mammon, and 4 
- = 77 ras Ba h | | ' Tr >. | 
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terrific Belial, confeſſing their Kune never 


was a catholic chriſtian, ſuch as 


From my guardian angel I intreat forgiveneſs for all 
the trouble I have given him; and it certainly has 
not been a little to guard a Trenck, from daſhing his 
foot againſt a ſtone, or his head againſt the axe of the 
holy inquifition, He has well fulfilled his duty, and 
deſerves eternal reſt, never more to undergo a taſk ſo. 
arduous, * J 
I doubt, indeed, he has been guilty. of one grofs 
_ overſight. He certainly permitted Satan to inſpire , 
me with the deſire of taking up the pen, nay, * | 
ward, fuffered him to guide my hand, Wherefore 
did he not, like Luther, take up the ink-ſtand, and. 
throw it at his head, I then ſhould not have written 
ſo raſhly againſt gamblers, menks, and deſpots. It 
may be; indeed, he endured a preſent evil, to ſecure a. 
future good. Satan may have heen outwitted, 


ey. admire, | 


Of the Almighty, wich ſerious awe and reverence: 
I: ſpeak, I implore forgiveneſs, if, when under afflig- 
tions too ſevere for. man to ſupport, I have doubted: 
erroneouſly concerning. the ſyſtems of men, which 
repreſent the great Firſt Cauſe as a human greature,. 
flubjeckto the worſt and weakeſt'of human paſſions ; 
fbjeft-to anger, malice, revenge, ambition, vanity ?: 
Let me hope, if I did not poſſeſs ſufficient under ſtand- 
ing to diſtover truth, that ſhall not be imputed to ma 


as a fault. Thou, ſurely, wilt not condemn me, be- 


cauſe Iam unable to believe, thou ever madeſt a crea« 


ture that Was predoomed-to eternal deſtrugtion, 


Of wicked men I bave aſked mercy, for having 
written fo much againſt, the evil of their ways. TO 

thee, God, of benevolence, I intercede for grace, for: 
that I. have not Written mere. The facultics of man. 


2 
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are only divinely employed, when employed in the 


sauſe of virtue,* 
CONCLUSION. 


I HAVE at this moment occaſion to add, now when 


this volume is completed, that I was received with eſ- 


teem and honour in my cquntry, ſuperior to all thas 


can be imagined, by thoſe who have not themſelves 


been witneſſes of this reception. Content and happy, 


I journey back to Auſtria, The good king has done 


More 


| * The Baron further adds a juſtification of hamſelf, 
egainſt M. Archenholtz, a German critic, who had taxed 
him with miſrepreſentation concerning Engalnd. He 


me juſtice, and heaped favours on me; I have receiv- 
ed my confiſcated eſtates, and am in hourly expecta- 
tion of the rents of which I have been forty years de- 
_—_— Eg, RE 


efirms the affair to have happened as he ſtated in the ſec- 


ond volume, makes many fevere remarks on the Engliſh, and 
tneir laws, and ſays that, when he went to the cuſtom-houſe 
to pay the importation duty on tis Hungarian wine, the 


officer preſented lim the Goſpel to hiſs, and ſwear that it 


was all for has own drinking ; and, when he refuſed taking 


en oath jo ridiculous, the officer called a porter, defired the 


Baron to give him a ſhilling, and the porter kifſed the book 


in his ſtead. He adds this was in compliance with an act, 
which at that time prohibited the importation of French 
wines, except for individual confumption ; and ſatixically 


remarks that, in Rome, one man is ſured to pray, in Lon 


don, to ſwear fadftly, for another. | 


The Baron, alſo, acknowledges himſelf obliged to the 
 trarned geographer Buſthing, who has corrected his errors 


of dates, promiſes to profit by. the remarks of his cvitic in a 


Future edtiton 5 pleads haſte, errors of the preſs, and a 


tap/ſe of years and adde, as an additional heſtorical fac, 


that Beſtuchef eng hs lady, were in oþpoſett intereſts, end. 
hath, were in the receipt of bribes from different court s. Us 
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CONCLUSION: 47 


More I fought not; poſts of honour-I cannot there 


accept. Nobody ſhall accuſe me in my old age of 


being ſelfiſh, or living detrimental to that. Rate of 
which I have now been fix and thirty years a ſubjeR, 


although it has moſt ſhamefully miſtreated me, and. 


continues {till to repay me with ingratitude. I leave 
behind me a-gracious monarch, who knows my heart; 
I leave-the beſt of reputations, innocence undaubted, 


and am convinced. the Pruſſians love me, and will. 


be the friends of ny children. 


The objeft of my journey is accompliſhed ; I can. 
now, in the decline of life, enjoy hongur and eaſe, and, 


as a good man ſhould, can meet death with a ſmile, 
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